
  
 
 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
and 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, August 11, 2010 
 

2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) meeting begins at 4:30 PM 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting begins at the conclusion of the CWC meeting  

 
VTA Conference Room B-104 

3331 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 

 
AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

1. ROLL CALL 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: 

This portion of the agenda is reserved for persons desiring to address the Committee on 
any matter not on the agenda.  Speakers are limited to 2 minutes.  The law does not 
permit Committee action or extended discussion on any item not on the agenda except 
under special circumstances.  If Committee action is requested, the matter can be placed 
on a subsequent agenda.  All statements that require a response will be referred to staff 
for reply in writing. 

4. Receive Committee Staff Report.  (Verbal Report)  (Helm) 

5. Receive Chairperson’s Report.  (Verbal Report)  (Powers) 

• Financial Recovery Committee Member Report. (Verbal Report) (Jacobvitz) 

• CAC Stakeholder Representation Subcommittee Report. (Verbal Report) (Tebo) 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/ GENERAL MANAGER 

 COMBINED CAC AND 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDAS 

6. Approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 9, 2010. 

7. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the CAC Quarterly Attendance Report. 
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  8. INFORMATION ITEM - Review Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 

  9. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report - 
April 2010. 

 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE REGULAR 
AGENDA 

10. ACTION ITEM - Exercise option to renew contract with Macias, Gini & O’Connell, LLP 
(MGO) for independent compliance auditing services to the 2000 Measure A Citizens 
Watchdog Committee (CWC). 

11. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the BART Silicon Valley Update. 

 CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA 

12. ACTION ITEM - Approve amending the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) bylaws to 
modify the membership structure by converting the existing Disabled Persons position to 
Higher Education that will represent post-secondary education in Santa Clara County. 

13. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive a report on the Grand Boulevard Initiative Multimodal 
Transportation Corridor Plan. 

14. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive a presentation on the Proactive CMP Quarterly Report 
for April through June 2010. 

 COMBINED CAC AND CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE ITEMS 

15. INFORMATION ITEM – Review the Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens 
Watchdog Committee Work Plans. (Powers) 

 OTHER 

16. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

17. ADJOURN 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), those requiring accommodations 
or accessible media for this meeting should notify the Board Secretary’s Office 48 hours prior to 
the meeting at (408) 321-5680 or e-mail: board.secretary.@vta.org, TDD (408) 321-2330.  
VTA’s Homepage is located on the Web at: http://www.vta.org/ or visit us on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.org/scvta.  
 

All reports for items on the open meeting agenda are available for review in the Board 
Secretary’s Office, 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California, (408) 321-5680, the Friday, 
Monday, and Tuesday prior to the meeting.  This information is available on VTA’s website at 
http://www.vta.org and also at the meeting. 
 



  
 
 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
and 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, June 9, 2010 

 MINUTES  

3331 North First Street · San José, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

CALL TO ORDER  

The Regular Meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) was called to order at  
4:32 p.m. by Chairperson Powers, in Conference Room B-104, VTA River Oaks Campus, 3331 
North First Street, San José, California. 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Stephen Blaylock CAC Member Present 
Clinton Brownley  CAC Member Present 
Bena Chang CAC Member Present 
Chris Elias CAC Member Absent 
Ray Hashimoto CAC Member Present 
Roberta Hughan CAC Member Absent 
Robert Jacobvitz CAC Vice Chairperson Present 
Bruce Liedstrand CAC Member Present 
Gaye Morando CAC Member Present 
Aaron Morrow CAC Member Present 
Charlotte Powers CAC Chairperson Present 
Sally Probst CAC Member Present 
Connie Rogers CAC Member Absent 
Martin Schulter CAC Member Absent 
Noel Tebo CAC Member Present 
Herman Wadler CAC Member Present 

A quorum was present. 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Chairperson Powers moved the following Agenda Items to the beginning of the Agenda:  
Agenda Item #11. Bus Service to Colleges in Santa Clara County and the Update on 
Airport Flyer/Route 10. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee accepted 
the Orders of the Day. 

GARCIA_S
Typewritten Text
Agenda Item #6



3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

There were no Public Presentations. 

4. Committee Staff Report 

Greta Helm, Chief External Affairs Officer and Staff Liaison, reported: 1) The Board 
approved a proposal to place a ballot measure before the voters of Santa Clara County in 
November 2010 to authorize a $10 increase in the fees of motor vehicle registration for 
transportation-related projects and programs; 2) June 17th is “Dump the Pump Day,” a 
national campaign to raise community awareness regarding money that can be saved 
utilizing public transit.  In its effort to raise awareness, VTA is advertising via Facebook, 
through its EcoPass Partners, and through its CAC members.  The Building Owners and 
Managers Association (BOMA) is posting information on their website.  Chairperson 
Powers and Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz have agreed to participate in Facebook videos 
discussing the benefits of public transit; and 3) VTA will be implementing service 
changes on July 12, 2010. 

Update on Airport Flyer/Route 10 

Jim Unites, Deputy Director of Service and Operations Planning, provided the staff report 
in response to a request by the Committee.  He stated VTA and the City of San José, 
through its Airport Department, have a long standing cooperative agreement to provide 
the Airport Flyer, VTA Bus Route 10, which runs between the Metro Airport Light Rail 
Station, the Airport, and the Caltrain Station. 

Member Tebo arrived at the meeting and took his seat at 4:38 p.m. 

Mr. Unites stated the Airport Flyer is currently in good standing, a change in service is 
not imminent, and the City of San José recently approved a two-year funding agreement 
through 2012. 

Member Wadler arrived at the meeting and took his seat at 4:42 p.m. 

The Agenda was taken out of order. 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA 

11. Bus Service to Colleges in Santa Clara County 

Jim Unites provided the staff report in response to a request from the Committee.  He 
noted the focus of the report would be on community colleges, because Stanford 
University, University of Santa Clara, and San José State University (SJSU) all have 
extensive transit options.  He reported:  1) Through a 2008 survey, 9,500 people at SJSU 
indicated they utilized VTA to travel to campus; 2) the main late-night routes into the 
community college campuses will continue in order to accommodate classes ending at 
10:00 p.m., with the buses transporting riders out to the main transportation network. 

Members of the Committee questioned the satisfaction with ridership levels.  Mr. Unites 
stated there is general satisfaction.  VTA’s marketing department is working to attract a 
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younger demographic.  He noted an interest in the ECO Pass Program among the junior 
colleges, with several exploring the option of joining. 

Member Blaylock provided Mr. Unites with Geographic Information System (GIS) maps 
prepared by Altrans to show shuttle routes to the community colleges, which do not 
duplicate VTA routes.  He noted, although the maps are seven-years old, they give a good 
representation of where the students are residing.  Member Blaylock stated enrollment 
patterns are fairly stable. 

Members of the Committee applauded VTA’s efforts and commitment to provide 
students with a safe ride home. 

5. Receive Chairperson’s Report 

Chairperson Powers stated in her report to the Board she had defined the extensive 
advertising for the Citizens Watchdog Committee’s Public Meeting, which resulted in 
only one member of the public choosing to speak at the hearing. 
 
Chairperson Powers reported she will continue to attend the San José Diridon Station 
Joint Powers Advisory Board meetings.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 18, 
2010.  She stated the efforts of the task force will have an important impact on the region. 
 
Chairperson Powers noted the Ad Hoc Financial Recovery Committee Member Report 
has been moved to Item13.X. on the Agenda. 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/ GENERAL MANAGER 

COMBINED CAC AND 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDAS 

6. Minutes of May 12, 2010 

M/S/C (Probst/Hashimoto) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 12, 2010. 

7. Bill Position:  AB 2516  

M/S/C (Probst/Hashimoto) to recommend that the VTA Board of Directors adopt a 
support position for AB 2516 (Hill), which requires the Department of Housing and 
Community Development to establish the Accessible Housing Task Force to come up 
with strategies to increase the amount of housing that is both accessible to the elderly and 
disabled, and is located near public transit. 

8. Monthly Legislative History Matrix  

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee 
reviewed the Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 

 
NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, 

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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  9. Transit Operations Performance Report Q3 FY 2010  

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
the Fiscal Year to Date 2010 Third Quarter Transit Operations Performance Report. 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE REGULAR 
AGENDA 

10. CWC Annual Report and Publication Strategy 

Stephen Flynn, Senior Management Analyst, discussed the options before the Committee: 

1. The content and format of the full report for placement on VTA’s website. 

2. The content and format of the abbreviated report for publication in local newspapers. 

3. A publication strategy for publishing the abbreviated CWC Annual Report in local 
newspapers to fulfill the Committee’s ballot-specified responsibility of informing 
Santa Clara County residents on how Measure A funds are being spent. 

4. Other methods of informing Santa Clara County residents on how Measure A funds 
are being spent and making the CWC Annual Report available to the public. 

5. Authorize the General Manager to expend up to $15,000 in 2000 Measure A Transit 
Improvement Program funds to implement the publication strategy. 

Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz noted a link to the CWC annual report on the VTA website 
would be posted on the BOMA website. 

Ms. Helm stated the annual reports would be printed on an as need basis.  Members of 
the Committee stated the cost for distributing the report, via all vehicles, should not 
exceed $10,000. 

Members of the Committee requested that on the list of newspapers in Attachment C the 
Spanish Weekly Newspaper El Observador replace the staff recommended Spanish 
Weekly Newspaper La Oferta. 
 
Members of the Committee expressed concern over the fluctuation in publication costs 
within the staff report.  Staff stated printing costs are cheaper after the Fourth of July.  
Members of the Committee requested staff publish the report after the Fourth of July. 

Chairperson Powers directed the Committee to contact Mr. Flynn with their requests for 
printed copies of the annual report. 

Members of the Committee agreed with Ms. Helm’s recommendation to have members 
of the CWC participate in VTA’s community outreach meetings. 

M/S/C (Morrow/Tebo) to approve Attachment A as the annual report for the Citizen’s 
Watchdog Committee, with the addition that the following statement be added to the 
report: “CWC members and VTA staff are available to meet with community and civic 
groups to provide information on Measure A, the CWC’s responsibilities, findings and 
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Annual Report, and to receive input on Measure A.  Contact VTA’s Speakers Bureau at 
(408) 321-5965.” 

M/S/C (Liedstrand/Morrow) to approve Attachment B, for the content and format of 
the abbreviated report for publication in local newspapers. 

M/S/C (Brownley/Probst) to approve 1) recommendation #1 of Attachment C, a 
publication strategy for publishing the abbreviated report for publication in local 
newspapers, amended to replace the staff recommended Spanish-language newspaper La 
Oferta with the Spanish-language newspaper El Observador; 2) recommendation #3 of 
Attachment C, with a $2,000 limit for an advertising link on Google; and 3) 500 copies of 
the full report printed with printing costs not to exceed $10,000. 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA (continued) 

12. Clipper Fare Collection System MOU - Update  

Ali Hudda, Deputy Director of Accounting, provided the staff report. 

Mr. Hudda acknowledged Member Chang’s request that he make a future presentation to 
members of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group. 

Members of the Committee discussed the benefits of VTA’s participation in the Clipper 
Fare Collection System and the value of inter-regional transit cards. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
an update on the Clipper Fare Collection System MOU. 

13. Discussion on Citizens Advisory Committee Stakeholder Representation 
Subcommittee Report  

Member Tebo reported, with the recent inclusion of the Disabled Community position on 
the CAC filled by a member of the Committee for Transit Accessibility, the 
subcommittee’s recommendation is to change CAC’s current Disabled Persons position 
to a position for Higher Education.  He noted Member Schulter, currently holding the 
Disabled Persons position, is employed by San José State University and would ably fill 
this position.  Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz noted Member Schulter could liaise with other 
colleges regarding transportation issues. 

Chairperson Powers recommended an action item be placed on the August CAC Agenda 
to replace the Disabled Persons position with that of Higher Education. 

Members of the Committee recognized that increasing the size of the Committee would 
change the Committee’s dynamics and agreed that the size of the Committee should 
remain at the current 17 members. 

Members of the Committee noted the importance of receiving input from low-income 
housing sources and recommended discussions be held with Non-Profit Developers (i.e. 
Tri-County Apartments, CORE, and Community Housing Developers) as well as other 
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joint venture groups.  Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz and Member Chang will coordinate 
this effort. 

 Ms. Helm noted the most effective way to provide information to outside groups is 
through focus groups and/or speaking engagements.  Member Tebo recommended staff 
contact Committee members to attend meetings in which their interests are being 
addressed. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee 
reviewed and discussed the Citizens Advisory Committee Stakeholder Representation 
Subcommittee Report. 

13.X. Joint Labor/Management Task Force of the Ad Hoc Financial Recovery Committee 
(Ad Hoc FRC) 

Members of the Committee expressed concern that the proposed Joint 
Labor/Management Task Force, to be formed out of the Ad Hoc FRC to determine the 
final list of VTA service reductions and cuts, does not fully represent all of the Ad Hoc 
FRC’s stakeholders. 

Members of the Committee noted stakeholders representing the advisory committees 
should be present as part of the dialog, because they provide an alternate perspective and 
represent the interests of the citizens. 

Ms. Helm suggested as part of the motion the Committee should determine how this 
recommendation will be communicated to the Board. 

M/S/C (Wadler/Blaylock)  Recommend, via a unanimous decision of the Citizens 
Advisory Committee, that a letter from the Citizens Advisory Committee be issued to 
VTA Board Chairperson Liccardo, Ad Hoc Financial Recovery Committee Chairperson 
Gage, VTA General Michael T. Burns, and VTA Board Secretary Sandra Weymouth, 
stating the Committee’s recommendation that the VTA Board of Directors include 
representation from the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) on the proposed Joint 
Labor/Management Task Force, which is being considered by the Ad Hoc Financial 
Recovery Committee to advise the Board on strategies for increasing operating revenues, 
reducing expenditures, and developing budget recommendations for FY11/FY12. 

COMBINED CAC AND CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE ITEMS OTHER 

14. Committee Work Plan 

Chairperson Powers recommended that all advisory committees should hold a joint 
meeting one time per year, in lieu of individual meetings, for a series of staff 
presentations and/or updates.  Chairperson Powers suggested September would be a good 
month for an annual joint advisory committee meeting. 

Members of the Committee suggested potential topics for joint-committee discussions as:  
1) Budget guidance – Fiscal Year 12/13 budget; and 2) A Joint Advisory Committee 
Public Statement touting VTA committee accomplishments. 
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Greta Helm, Chief External Affairs Officer and Staff Liaison, recommended a discussion 
on the idea of a joint advisory committee meeting be held with Board Chairperson 
Liccardo when he meets with the advisory committee chairs and vice chairs. 

15. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 There were no Announcements.  

16. ADJOURNMENT 

On order of Chairperson Powers, there being no objection, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:36 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan E. Garcia, Board Assistant 
VTA Office of the Board Secretary 

 



Date: July 29, 2010
Current Meeting: August 11, 2010
Board Meeting: N/A

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Board Secretary, Sandra Weymouth

SUBJECT: CAC Quarterly Attendance Report

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

At the February 11, 2004, CAC Meeting, the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and 
2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) requested the Board Secretary submit a 
quarterly attendance report.

Prepared By: Susan Garcia
Memo No. 2725
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Date: July 26, 2010
Current Meeting: August 11, 2010
Board Meeting: September 2, 2010

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief External Affairs Officer, Greta Helm

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative History Matrix

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

For your information, I am attaching our Monthly Legislative History Matrix, which describes 
the key transportation-related bills that are being considered by the California State Legislature 
during the 2009-2010 session. It indicates the status of these measures and any adopted VTA 
positions with regard to them.

DISCUSSION:

California entered FY 2011 without a new budget in place, the 19th time that has occurred in the 
last 25 years.  While the courts have determined that California can still pay off debt, provide 
about two-thirds of K-14 school funding, and send out SSI/SSP grants to low-income disabled 
and elderly people despite not having enacted a budget for the new fiscal year, the state has 
stopped making payments to vendors, local governments and community colleges, and has begun 
withholding salary and per diem checks for legislators and their aides.  In addition, Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has issued an order to Controller John Chiang to reduce the pay of roughly 
200,000 state workers to the federal minimum wage level of $7.25 per hour and to withhold their 
remaining salary as long as there is no budget.  Chiang, however, has refused to comply unless a 
court tells him to do so, setting up a legal battle with the Governor.

Gov. Schwarzenegger and lawmakers remain far apart on how to bridge the estimated $19.1 
billion General Fund deficit.  As part of his May Revision, the Governor proposed closing the 
shortfall primarily through expenditure reductions, including:  (a) eliminating the state’s welfare-
to-work program, called the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids 
(CalWORKs) Program;  (b) eliminating child care programs, with the exception of pre-school 
and after-school care;  (c) reducing funding for local mental health services by 60 percent; and  
(d) cutting $637 million from the In-Home Supportive Services Program.  While Democratic 
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legislative leaders have vowed not to decimate the state’s safety net for the neediest Californians, 
the Senate and Assembly have offered different approaches for addressing the deficit.  Senate 
Democrats are proposing $4.9 billion in additional taxes on corporations, income, vehicles, and 
alcohol. Assembly Democrats, on the other hand, are pushing to borrow heavily against 
revenues generated from a new tax on oil production.

Despite the controversy, the transportation elements of the budget appear to be resolved.  For the 
most part, transportation funding was addressed in March, when Gov. Schwarzenegger and the 
Legislature reached an agreement on a complex “swap” that involved replacing the sales tax on 
gasoline with a 17.3-cent-per-gallon increase in the gasoline excise tax.  The motivation behind 
the swap was a desire on the part of lawmakers to achieve roughly $1 billion in annual budget 
savings by relieving the General Fund of the obligation of having to pay for transportation bond 
debt service.  While the Governor’s May Revision included a number of transportation-related 
proposals, they did not generate any controversy and were embraced by the Legislature.  These 
proposals include:

• Borrowing $650 million from the Highway Users Tax Account (HUTA) for the General 
Fund to be repaid by June 30, 2013.  This $650 million is excess, uncommitted money 
resulting from the swap that is available on a one-time basis.  When repaid, it would be 
used to fund rehabilitation projects on the state highway system under the State Highway 
Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP).

• Transferring $72.2 million in non-Article XIX revenues to the General Fund.  This 
money, which comes primarily from the leasing and sale of Caltrans property, originally 
was targeted to provide a bump in funding for the state’s intercity rail system.

• Extending the repayment date for $230 million in past loans that were made from the 
State Highway Account and other transportation accounts to the General Fund from June 
2011 to June 2012.

• Providing an increase of $100.2 million in high-speed rail funding to meet federal 
matching requirements necessary to use the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) money that was awarded to California.

• Redirecting a portion of funding from Caltrans’ Capital Outlay Support Program to state 
highway maintenance activities.  These capital outlay expense savings would come from 
engineering staff reductions, an increase in the use of contracted services and project 
delivery efficiencies.

Meanwhile, lawmakers continued to work on legislation.  At this point in the process, if a bill has 
not reached the Appropriations Committee in the opposite house from where it orginated, for all 
practical purposes, it is considered dead.  Some key transportation-related measures that are still 
alive are:

AB 987 (Ma) and AB 2509 (Hayashi):  Both of these measures amend the Transit Village 
Development Planning Act, which was enacted in 1994 to encourage mixed-use development at 
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relatively higher densities around public transit stations.  AB 987 allows a city or county to 
include a larger area in a transit village development district, while AB 2509 adds educational 
facilities and other land uses that link people traveling to and from K-12 schools, community 
colleges and universities to the list of specified characteristics that a transit village plan may 
address.  Both AB 987 and AB 2509 are pending on the Senate floor.  VTA Position:  Support 
for both bills.

AB 1670 (Beall):  Sponsored by the city of San Jose, AB 1670 allows the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) to relinquish the following state highway facilities to the city: 
(a) the portion of State Route 82 from U.S. 101 to I-880, which is commonly known as The 
Alameda/Monterey Highway; and  (b) the portion of State Route 130 within the city limits, 
which is Alum Rock Avenue.  Status:  Senate Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  
Support.

AB 1784 (Fong):  This bill allows VTA to manage the construction of improvement projects on 
local roadways under the jurisdiction of the 15 cities within Santa Clara County or the county, if 
requested by a city or county to do so.  Status:  Signed into law.  VTA Position:  Sponsor.

AB 2324 (J. Perez):  This legislation is intended to strengthen the safety and security of public 
transit systems in California by prohibiting the possession of dangerous weapons in certain areas 
of a public transit facility, and by prohibiting individuals from intentionally engaging in certain 
activities that could jeopardize the safety of passengers, operators and the public.  Specifically, 
AB 2324 prohibits the following:  (a) a person from knowingly possessing specified weapons 
within a restricted area of a public transit facility;  (b) an unauthorized person from knowingly 
entering a restricted area of a public transit facility; and  (c) a person from intentionally avoiding 
submission to screening and inspection when entering or re-entering a restricted area of a public 
transit facility.  In addition, this measure increases the penalties for repeat fare evasion offenders 
and for certain acts of public transit passenger misconduct.  Status:  Senate Appropriations 
Committee.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 2620 (Eng):  Sponsored by the Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG), 
the labor organization that represents Caltrans engineers, AB 2620 essentially precludes Caltrans 
from charging indirect overhead costs for reimbursable work performed by the department on 
behalf of local agencies for locally funded state highway projects.  Status:  Senate 
Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 409 (Ducheny):  This legislation calls for placing the California High-Speed Rail Authority 
within the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency, rather than having it continue to 
operate as an independent entity. SB 409 also requires the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency to prepare a five-year Strategic Rail Connectivity Plan, the focus of which would be to 
identify opportunities for improving the linkage of the state’s various passenger rail systems.  
Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 964 (Alquist):  This bill requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to contract with the 
Employment Development Department to put together a strategy to facilitate the availability of a 
skilled, in-state workforce to participate in the construction of the state’s high-speed rail system.  
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Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  Support.

SB 965 (DeSaulnier):  SB 965 allows the High-Speed Rail Authority to expend the federal 
ARRA funds awarded to California, subject to appropriation by the Legislature.  It also requires 
the High-Speed Rail Authority to take those actions necessary to ensure that ARRA high-speed 
rail funds are obligated and expended in a manner that:  (a) meets all applicable federal 
deadlines;  (b) maximizes job creation in California at the earliest feasible time;  (c) expedites the 
completion of vital high-speed rail infrastructure projects that improve rail-highway safety, 
mobility and performance; and  (d) makes the most efficient use of available Proposition 1A 
bond funds.  Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1205 (Corbett):  Sponsored by the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), this 
legislation establishes the Bay Area Disaster Recovery Planning Council to create a long-term 
regional disaster recovery plan for the San Francisco Bay Area.  Status:  Assembly 
Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1268 (Simitian):  Introduced to address privacy issues, SB 1268 prohibits a transportation 
agency from selling or providing personally identifiable information of a subscriber obtained 
through his or her participation in an electronic toll collection system.  Status:  Assembly 
Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1320 (Hancock):  This bill allows VTA, as well as the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
(AC Transit) and Foothill Transit, to impose and enforce civil administrative penalties for fare 
evasion and passenger misconduct violations in lieu of criminal penalties.  Status:  Senate Floor.  
VTA Position:  Co-Sponsor.

SB 1362 (Simitian):  Among other things, SB 1362 limits the circumstances under which a 
governmental agency may install an automated, camera-based traffic enforcement system to 
when the data indicate that there is a significant amount of collisions that occur as a result of the 
type of violation sought to be enforced.  Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA 
Position:  None.

SB 1445 (DeSaulnier):  This legislation calls for imposing a statewide vehicle registration 
surcharge of $1 until January 1, 2016, with the revenues going to metropolitan planning 
organizations (MPOs), councils of governments (COGs) and transportation planning agencies to 
develop and implement sustainable communities strategies or regional blueprint plans.  Status:  
Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1475 (Simitian):  This measure increases the penalties for violating the prohibitions in state 
law related to the use of wireless telephones and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  
Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

Prepared By: Kurt Evans
Memo No. 2343
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
2009 – 2010 State Legislative Session 

July 23, 2010 
 

State Assembly Bills 
 

State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 153 
(Ma) 
Regional Blueprint 
Plans and Sustainable 
Communities 
Strategies 

Authorizes a metropolitan planning organization (MPO), council of governments (COG), or a 
county transportation commission and a sub regional COG jointly preparing a subregional 
sustainable communities strategy to impose a vehicle registration surcharge of up to $4, subject to a 
majority vote within its jurisdiction.  Requires the revenues generated from such a surcharge to be 
used to identify land-use strategies, reduce the use of motor vehicles, and carry out applicable 
transportation-related activities necessary to implement a regional blueprint plan, a sustainable 
communities strategy or an alternative planning strategy.  In the Bay Area, requires the surcharge to 
be jointly imposed by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Association of 
Bay Area Governments (ABAG), and the revenues from the surcharge to be divided in accordance 
with an agreement between those two entities.  If the surcharge exceeds $2, requires all amounts 
above $2 to be used to provide grants to counties, cities and congestion management agencies 
(CMAs) for planning and projects related to the implementation of a regional blueprint plan or a 
sustainable communities strategy.  Allows an MPO, COG, or county transportation commission 
and subregional COG jointly preparing a subregional sustainable communities strategy to divide 
the revenues from the surcharge with the local air quality management district.  Requires any 
revenues received by a local air quality management district to be used to assist local and regional 
governments in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

6/21/10 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

AB 231 
(Huber) 
CEQA:  Finding of 
Overriding 
Consideration 

For purposes of complying with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), authorizes a 
lead agency to rely on a finding of overriding consideration made in a prior environmental impact 
report (EIR) for a later project if the lead agency determines that the later project’s significant 
impacts on the environment are no greater than those identified in the prior EIR from which the 
project is tiered. 

6/23/10 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

AB 266 
(Carter) 
Transportation Needs 
Assessment 

Every five years, requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to develop an 
assessment of:  (a) the unfunded costs of programmed state and federally earmarked transportation 
projects in California; and  (b) available funding for transportation purposes and unmet 
transportation needs on a statewide basis.  Requires the assessment to include recommendations on 
how the state and local transportation agencies may address the transportation funding shortfalls 
and unmet needs that are identified.  Requires the results from the initial assessment to be 
submitted to the Legislature by March 1, 2011. 

4/20/09 Senate Rules 
Committee 

Support 
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AB 289 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail:  
ARRA Funds 

States the intent of the Legislature to appropriate in the FY 2011 Budget Act $230.5 million in 
Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century (Proposition 1A) 
revenues to be used to provide a dollar-for-dollar match for federal economic stimulus funds 
received by the state under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) for high-speed 
rail.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, makes available $2.25 billion in ARRA high-speed rail 
funding to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to be used for:  (a) planning and engineering 
for the high-speed train system; and  (b) capital costs, consistent with federal guidelines, rules and 
regulations, and consistent with Proposition 1A.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to take 
those actions necessary to ensure that federal ARRA funds awarded to California for high-speed 
rail purposes are expended and used in a manner that meets all applicable federal guidelines, rules 
and regulations.  Requires these ARRA funds to be made available for preliminary engineering, 
project-level environmental work, mitigation, final design, and construction for the following 
corridors:  (1) San Francisco to San Jose;  (2) Merced to Fresno;  (3) Fresno to Bakersfield; and  (4) 
Los Angeles to Anaheim.  Requires these funds to be appropriated and made available for 
obligation and expenditure by the dates specified in ARRA.  Requires any funds received by 
California in FY 2011 from the federal Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 be 
used for planning and engineering work for any of the following corridors:  (1) Merced to 
Sacramento;  (2) Los Angeles to San Diego; and  (3) the Altamont Corridor.  Exempts the 
executive director of the High-Speed Rail Authority from civil service.  For purposes of managing 
and administering the ongoing work of the High-Speed Rail Authority in implementing the high-
speed train project, allows the Governor, upon the recommendation of the authority’s executive 
director, to appoint up to six additional employees, who would:  (a) be exempt from civil service; 
and  (b) serve at the pleasure of the authority’s executive director. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 497 
(Block) 
HOV Lanes:  
Physicians 

Allows Caltrans and local transportation authorities to permit a vehicle driven by a physician who 
is traveling in response to an emergency call to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless 
of the number of passengers in the vehicle, provided the vehicle displays an insignia approved by 
the California Highway Patrol (CHP) indicating that the vehicle is owned by a licensed physician.  
Specifies that the provisions of the bill would only apply if Caltrans determines that its application 
would not subject the state to a loss of federal aid for highways. 

5/14/09 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

AB 569 
(Emmerson) 
Meal Periods:  
Construction and 
Transportation 
Industries 

Specifies that provisions in the Industrial Welfare Commission’s wage order pertaining to meal 
periods do not apply to an employee in a construction occupation; a commercial driver in the 
transportation industry; an employee in the security services industry; an employee of an electrical 
or gas corporation; or an employee of a local publicly owned electric utility if all of the following 
conditions are satisfied:  (1) the employee is covered by a valid collective bargaining agreement;  
(2) the valid collective bargaining agreement expressly provides for the wages, hours of work, and 
working conditions of employees; and  (c) the valid collective bargaining agreement expressly 
provides for meal periods, final and binding arbitration of disputes concerning the application of its 
meal period provisions, premium wage rates for all overtime hours worked, and a regular hourly 
rate of pay of not less than 30 percent more than the state minimum wage rate. 

6/16/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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AB 619 
(Blumenfield) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Contracts 

Requires any entity applying for a contract with the High-Speed Rail Authority related to the high-
speed train network to affirmatively certify in advance of submitting a formal bid whether it had 
any direct involvement in the deportation of any individuals to extermination camps, work camps, 
concentration camps, prisoner of war camps, or any similar camps during the period from January 
1, 1942, through December 31, 1944. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 726 
(Nielsen) 
Local Roadway 
Rehabilitation Projects 

States that local roadway rehabilitation projects are eligible for funding under the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

AB 732 
(Jeffries) 
Design-Sequencing 
Contracts 

Extends the authority for Caltrans to use the design-sequencing method of contracting for the 
design and construction of not more than nine transportation projects from January 1, 2010, to July 
1, 2010. 

6/16/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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AB 744 
(Torrico) 
Bay Area Express 
Lane Network 

Authorizes the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA) to develop, acquire, administer, operate, and 
maintain a regional express lane network on state highways within the geographic jurisdiction of 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) in a collaborative manner with the congestion 
management agencies (CMAs) in the Bay Area, Caltrans and the California Highway Patrol (CHP).  
Creates the Bay Area Express Lane Network Project Oversight Committee to recommend policies 
related to the network to BATA, including an express lane development plan.  Specifies that the 
plan would consist of the following two elements:  (1) a phasing plan for the development of the 
express lane network, which would include a definition of the geographic boundaries of each of the 
express lane corridors in the network; and  (2) an operational plan, which would include 
consistency standards for the network related to geometric design, signage, safe and simple 
operations, technology, pricing policies and goals, carpool occupancy requirements, hours of 
operation, maintenance, enforcement, marketing, tort liability, and performance standards.  
Requires the committee to establish corridor working groups for each express lane corridor.  
Requires each corridor working group to prepare a project initiation document to assess the 
feasibility and desirability of express lanes in the corridor, as well as to develop a corridor 
investment plan.  Requires the corridor investment plan to consist of the following:  (a) phased 
development of the segment of the regional express lane network within the corridor of the group;  
(b) carpool occupancy and fee policies;  (c) local funding for the development of part or all of the 
segment of the network within the corridor of the group;  (d) proposed reimbursement of local 
agencies for prior expenditures on elements of the network;  (e) proposals as to which agencies 
would perform the work described in the corridor investment plan;  (f) an examination of equity 
considerations;  (g) a proposal for improving public transit services in the corridor;  (h) an 
examination of safety and operations, including express lane ingress and egress; and  (i) projects 
and programs to be funded with any net revenues generated by the corridor, giving the highest 
priority to projects and programs that would provide cost-effective transit.  Authorizes BATA to 
issue revenue bonds to finance the development of the regional express lane network, and to pledge 
toll revenues from the Bay Area’s state-owned toll bridges as a “backstop” for those bonds.  Allows 
BATA to increase the tolls collected on those bridges if that action is necessary to meet the 
obligations of the revenue bonds.  Allows BATA to expend toll bridge revenues on the regional 
express lane network provided that:  (a) funding from other sources is not available; and  (b) BATA 
projects that funding the network will not necessitate an increase in bridge toll rates or preclude 
BATA from upholding its contractual and statutory obligations.  Requires all revenues generated by 
the network to be deposited in the Bay Area Express Lane Network Account, which BATA would 
create.  Requires BATA to return 95 percent of any revenues net of operating, maintenance, 
financing, and administration costs to the corridors where the net revenues are generated for the 
purpose of funding projects and programs identified in the relevant corridor investment plan.  
Requires the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), the Alameda County Congestion 
Management Agency and the Sunol Smart Carpool Lane Joint Powers Authority to enter into 
agreements with BATA by January 1, 2011, to provide for the transfer of their rights and 
obligations relative to express lane projects to BATA.  Requires BATA to provide vehicle owners 
with the option of obtaining a FasTrak account using cash or a check, and without having to 
provide a name or address.  Prohibits BATA from converting existing non-tolled general purpose 
lanes to express lanes. 

7/15/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 
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AB 987 
(Ma) 
Transit Village 
Development Districts 

Recasts the area included in a transit village development district to include all land within not 
more than a half mile of the main entrance of a public transit station. 

5/20/10 Senate Floor Support 

AB 1030 
(Blumenfield) 
Caltrans:  Renewable 
Energy Projects 

In consultation with Caltrans, authorizes the Institute of the Environment at the University of 
California-Los Angeles (UCLA) to undertake a project for mapping the renewable energy 
development potential of state-owned real property under the direction and control of Caltrans.  
Requires Caltrans to respond within 90 days to any proposal to develop a renewable energy project 
as to whether:  (a) the property is available for sale, lease or encroachment permit; and  (b) the 
project would be compatible with the current and projected use of that property. 

7/13/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1375 
(Galgiani) 
California High-Speed 
Rail Authority:  
Personnel 

Exempts the executive director of the California High-Speed Rail Authority from civil service.  For 
purposes of managing and administering the ongoing work of the High-Speed Rail Authority in 
implementing the high-speed train project, allows the Governor, upon the recommendation of the 
authority’s executive director, to appoint up to six additional employees, who would:  (a) be 
exempt from civil service; and  (b) serve at the pleasure of the authority’s executive director. 

6/22/10 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

AB 1405 
(De Leon) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Community Benefits 
Fund 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to deposit a minimum of 30 percent of the 
fee revenues generated under the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, other than 
revenues collected for administrative purposes, in the Community Benefits Fund.  Requires the 
revenues in the fund to be used solely in the most impacted and disadvantaged communities in the 
state to accelerate greenhouse gas emission reductions or mitigate direct health impacts of climate 
change in those communities.  Requires the revenues in the fund to be used to provide competitive 
grants for projects that do any of the following:  (a) reduce greenhouse gas emissions while 
achieving co-benefits, such as reductions in air pollution;  (b) increase water and energy efficiency 
and conservation through retrofitting, replacing or weatherizing activities;  (c) install clean 
distributed generation systems that utilize locally available renewable energy sources, such as solar, 
wind and geothermal energy;  (d) initiate or enhance public mass transit, including fare subsidies to 
commuters;  (e) incentive low-income, public mass transit-oriented housing development;  (f) 
minimize the direct health impacts of climate change and prepare for emergencies from extreme 
weather events by taking actions such as the operation of air-conditioned cooling centers that are 
open to the public; or  (g) provide community based greening, forestry or water-related projects, 
such as stormwater capture, tree planting, and water conservation and efficiency measures that have 
been recognized to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and produce co-benefits.  Requires CARB to 
adopt a methodology to identify the most impacted and disadvantaged communities by June 30, 
2010. 

9/1/09 Senate Floor  

AB 1500 
(Lieu) 
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission Vehicles 

Unless pre-empted by federal law, extends the authorization for low-emission vehicles to use high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of vehicle occupants from January 1, 
2011, to January 1, 2015. 

5/26/10 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#37 
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AB 1670 
(Beall) 
Relinquishment of 
State Routes 82 and 
130 

Authorizes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to relinquish the following to the city 
of San Jose:  (a) the portion of State Route 82 from U.S. 101 to I-880; and (b) the portion of State 
Route 130 within the city limits. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

AB 1747 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Contracts 

Allows the California High-Speed Rail Authority to consider, to the extent permitted by federal and 
state law, the creation of jobs in the state when awarding major contracts, including for the 
purchase of high-speed trains and related equipment and supplies. 

4/14/10 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

AB 1760 
(Blumenfield) 
Design-Sequencing 
Contracts 

Authorizes Caltrans to award design-sequencing contracts for the design and construction of not 
more than five transportation projects until January 1, 2014.  Defines “design-sequencing” as a 
method of contracting that enables the sequencing of design activities to permit each construction 
phase to commence when design for that phase is complete, instead of requiring design for the 
entire project to be completed before commencing construction.  Provides that under a design-
sequencing contract, Caltrans would serve as the responsible agency for the performance of design 
work.  In selecting projects for design-sequencing, requires Caltrans to attempt to:  (a) balance 
geographical areas among projects;  (b) pursue diversity in the types of projects undertaken; and  
(c) consider selecting projects that improve interregional and intercounty routes.  Allows Caltrans 
to use employees or consultants for design-sequencing contracts, consistent with the provisions in 
the state Constitution. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1784 
(Fong) 
VTA:  Local Roadway 
Projects 

Authorizes the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) to manage the construction of 
improvement projects on local roadways under the jurisdiction of the 15 cities within Santa Clara 
County or the county, if requested by a city or the county to do so. 

4/12/10 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#57 

Sponsor 

AB 1805 
(Calderon) 
CEQA Litigation 
Protection Pilot 
Program of 2010 

Establishes the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Litigation Protection Pilot Program.  
Requires the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to select 25 projects for each calendar 
year between 2010 and 2014 to participate in the program.  For a project to qualify for the program, 
requires the lead agency to certify that the environmental impact report (EIR) for the project will be 
certified within 12 months.  In selecting projects for the program, requires the Business, 
Transportation & Housing Agency to consider the following:  (1) the number and quality of jobs 
that would be created by the project;  (2) the amount of capital investment made by the project; and  
(3) a balance between projects sponsored by public and private entities.  Provides that a lead 
agency’s decision to certify an EIR or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial 
study for a project selected to participate in the pilot program is not subject to judicial review. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 1830 
(Jones) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Rolling Stock and 
Equipment Purchases 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to make every effort to purchase high-speed 
train rolling stock and related equipment manufactured in the state, provided it is consistent with 
federal law. 

6/1/10 Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee 
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AB 1871 
(Jones) 
Personal Vehicle 
Sharing 

Authorizes private passenger vehicle owners to make their cars available for use by a vehicle 
sharing program without impacting their private passenger automobile insurance policy. 

6/10/10 Senate Banking, 
Finance and 
Insurance 
Committee 

 

AB 1955 
(De La Torre) 
Incompatible Public 
Offices 

Provides that the following are examples of situations when two public offices are incompatible:  
(1) an office has the power of eminent domain over property that is under the geographic 
jurisdiction of the other office; and  (2) an office has the power to set a fee or a rate, or to impose a 
tax or a levy that may directly or indirectly affect the other office. 

6/23/10 Senate Local 
Government 
Committee 

 

AB 1958 
(Caballero) 
State Departments:  
Budget Cuts 

States the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to require each state department to make 
recommendations on reducing its costs by 5 percent, and to use those cost savings to fund pre-
approved infrastructure projects not funded by existing bond proceeds. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

AB 2097 
(Miller) 
Vehicles:  Confidential 
Home Addresses 

Requires a person who requests the confidentiality of his or her home address to provide the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) with a current employment address for purposes of 
processing the service and collection of a traffic, parking or toll road violation. 

5/28/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2113 
(Evans) 
Local Taxation 

Authorizes a county board of supervisors to place on the ballot either or both of the following for 
consideration by the voters in accordance with all constitutional and statutory requirements:  (1) a 
local personal income tax; or  (2) a local vehicle license fee. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 

 

AB 2121 
(Harkey) 
High-Speed Rail:  Six-
Year Program and 
Annual Report 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to annually adopt a six-year high-speed train 
program for submission to the Legislature.  Requires the program to include a listing of all capital 
improvement projects that are expected to need an appropriation in the annual Budget Act during 
the next six fiscal years.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to prepare and submit to the 
Legislature an annual report.  Requires the report to include all of the following:  (1) a description 
of the progress made for each project within each high-speed train segment;  (2) the baseline budget 
for support and capital outlay construction costs for each segment;  (3) the current or projected 
program budget for support or capital outlay construction costs for each segment;  (4) expenditures 
to date for support and capital outlay construction costs for each segment;  (5) a comparison of the 
current or projected schedule and the baseline schedule;  (6) a summary of the milestones achieved 
for each segment during the annual period, and any issues identified and actions taken to address 
those issues; and  (7) a detailed financial plan, including any necessary taxes, fees, bonds, or other 
indebtedness to pay for the construction of the high-speed train network. 

5/28/10 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

AB 2124 
(Villines) 
Caltrans:  Damage to 
Local Roadways 

Specifies that Caltrans shall be responsible for damage inflicted on any roadway under the 
jurisdiction of a local agency resulting from activities performed by the department’s own 
employees or its contractors during maintenance or construction work on a state highway. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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AB 2127 
(Nestande) 
Non-Emergency 
Medical 
Transportation 

Requires the Department of Health Care Services to establish a two-year pilot program in at least 
three counties to evaluate a non-emergency medical transportation model in which the state would 
contract with a broker to manage the provision of non-emergency medical transportation services to 
Medi-Cal beneficiaries.  Requires the department to monitor the pilot program, evaluate the 
outcomes and savings, and provide the fiscal committees of the Legislature with a report on its 
findings and recommendations.  If it determines that the pilot program is cost effective, authorizes 
the department to implement the program statewide at any time and to continue the operation of the 
program indefinitely. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Health 
Committee 

 

AB 2147 
(V. Perez) 
Safe Routes to School 

In awarding grants to local governmental agencies, including to a school in cooperation with a local 
transportation agency, under the Safe Routes to School Program, requires Caltrans, as part of the 
rating process, to consider:  (a) the benefit of a particular project to a low-income school;  (b) 
consultation and support from school-based associations, local traffic engineers, local elected 
officials, law enforcement agencies, school officials, and other relevant community stakeholders; 
and  (c) the use of a public participation process. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2311 
(Mendoza) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Transportation Fuels 

Requires the executive officer of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to conduct three 
reviews on the implementation of the low-carbon fuel standard regulations adopted by CARB to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions from transportation fuels.  Requires the CARB executive officer 
to establish a Low-Carbon Fuel Standard Advisory Panel for purposes of participating in the 
reviews. 

4/19/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2313 
(Buchanan) 
CEQA:  Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions 

Prior to the adoption of a regional transportation plan (RTP) for a region in which a residential or 
mixed-use residential project is located, provides that a lead agency, for purposes of complying 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), may use a threshold of significance for 
greenhouse gas emissions adopted for the project by the air quality management district within 
which the project is located to determine whether the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment due to the emission of greenhouse gases. 

6/21/10 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

AB 2324 
(J. Perez) 
Public Transit 
Facilities 

Prohibits the following:  (a) a person from knowingly possessing specified weapons within a sterile 
area of a public transit facility;  (b) an unauthorized person from knowingly entering a restricted 
area of a public transit facility if the area has been posted with notices restricting access to 
authorized personnel only; and  (c) a person from intentionally avoiding submission to screening 
and inspection when entering or re-entering a sterile area of a public transit facility.  Defines 
“sterile area” to mean any portion of a public transit facility that is generally controlled in a manner 
consistent with a public transit agency’s security plan.  Increases the penalties for repeat fare 
evasion offenders and for certain acts of public transit passenger misconduct. 

6/10/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 
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AB 2329 
(Ruskin) 
Climate Action Team 

Creates the Climate Action Team consisting of the following representation:  (a) secretary of the 
California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA);  (b) secretary of the Natural Resources 
Agency;  (c) chairperson of the California Air Resources Board (CARB);  (d) chairperson of the 
Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission;  (e) president of the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC);  (f) secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency;  (g) secretary of the Department of Food and Agriculture;  (h) secretary of the Department 
of Consumer Affairs;  (i) secretary of the Health and Human Services Agency;  (j) director of the 
Office of Planning and Research; and  (k) secretary of the Labor and Workforce Development 
Agency.  Consistent with the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, requires the Climate Action 
Team to coordinate the state’s overall climate change policy.  To meet the goals of the Global 
Warming Solutions Act, requires the Climate Action Team to do all of the following:  (1) identify 
and review activities, funding programs and other revenues of state agencies that may need to be 
coordinated;  (2) recommend policies, investment strategies and priorities; and  (3) provide 
information to local governments that will assist them with their own climate change efforts.  
Requires the Natural Resources Agency, by June 1, 2012, to prepare and submit to the Governor 
the California Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation Plan, which would provide for the protection 
of the state’s natural resources, public health, infrastructure, and economic vitality from the 
ongoing and expected impacts of climate change.  Requires the Natural Resources Agency to 
update the plan every three years in order to incorporate new information regarding the impacts of 
climate change, as well as new strategies to address adaptation. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee 

 

AB 2509 
(Hayashi) 
Transit Village Plans:  
Educational Facilities 

Adds educational facilities and other land uses that provide direct linkages for people traveling to 
and from primary and secondary schools, community colleges and universities to the list of 
specified characteristics that a transit village plan may address. 

4/8/10 Senate Floor Support 

AB 2516 
(Hill) 
Accessible Housing 
Task Force 

Requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to establish the Accessible 
Housing Task Force to develop strategies to increase the amount of housing that is both accessible 
to the elderly and disabled, and located near public transit.  Requires the task force to submit a 
report to the Governor and Legislature no later than June 30, 2012, that does all of the following:  
(1) recommends strategies to improve the identification and marketing of multifamily dwelling 
units that comply with the state’s disabled accessibility building standards for multifamily dwelling 
units;  (2) recommends policies that cities, counties and the state could adopt that would encourage 
the voluntary construction of new units or the retrofit of existing units within a half mile of public 
transit stations and bus hubs in a manner that provides for live-in occupancy of one or more 
individuals with severe mobility impairments; and  (3) recommends voluntary design options, 
possible revisions to building code regulations, local incentive options, and any suggested statutory 
changes that are needed to improve the accessibility of new and existing dwelling units that are 
located within a half mile of public transit stations or bus hubs. 

4/27/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

8.a



2009-2010 Legislative History        Page 10 of 26 
      

State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 2518 
(V. Perez) 
California 
Infrastructure and 
Economic 
Development Bank:  
Local Assistance 
Program 

Requires the California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank to establish a local 
assistance program to provide technical support to the state’s small and rural communities in 
obtaining financing for local infrastructure projects. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2520 
(Solorio) 
Proposition 116 
Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for a project funded through Proposition 116, the Clean Air and 
Transportation Improvement Act of 1990, to apply for a letter of no prejudice (LONP) that would 
allow the agency to expend its own funds for any bond-funded component of the project, subject to 
later reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain conditions. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 2534 
(Fuentes) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Impacted 
Communities 

Allows the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to use a portion of the revenues generated 
from a market-based compliance mechanism established pursuant to the Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006 for expenditure on communities experiencing increased exposure to air pollutants to 
the extent that CARB determines that this increased exposure is caused by the implementation of 
the market-based compliance mechanism regulation. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 2579 
(Evans) 
Master Plan for 
Infrastructure 
Financing and 
Development 
Commission 

Creates the Master Plan for Infrastructure Financing and Development Commission.  Specifies that 
the mission of the commission is to develop and recommend a plan to be presented to the Governor 
and Legislature that provides for financing, building and maintaining the infrastructure necessary to 
meet the needs of Californians from the present to the year 2050.  States the intent of the 
Legislature that the commission provide long-term guidelines for California’s infrastructure needs 
and a prioritized plan that meets those needs by doing all of the following:  (1) project population, 
social and economic trends through 2050;  (2) utilize the projects to assess the state’s capital needs 
for transportation, education, housing, and water through 2050, including the need for private 
capital to augment or complement public financing;  (3) assess the availability of private and public 
funds to support jointly sponsored projects throughout the period from the present to 2050;  (4) 
assess the status and fiscal value of dedicating future revenues to specific infrastructure 
construction and maintenance, including transportation and schools;  (5) recommend a financing 
plan for the state’s capital needs through 2050, with a priority plan for each five-year interval, 
including evaluation and recommendations of various financing methods that are feasible and may 
be of benefit to the state and local governments; and  (6) incorporate the findings of ongoing state 
infrastructure planning and reporting requirements.  Requires the commission to submit its final 
report to the Governor and Legislature by December 1, 2012.  Requires the commission to be 
dissolved 30 days after issuance of its final report. 

4/19/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2620 
(Eng) 
Caltrans:  Indirect 
Overhead Costs 

Precludes Caltrans from charging indirect overhead costs for reimbursable work performed by the 
department on behalf of local agencies for locally funded state highway projects. 

6/22/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

8.a
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AB 2640 
(Arambula) 
Income Taxes: Free 
and Subsidized 
Parking 

Until January 1, 2016, subjects free or subsidized parking to income taxes by removing its 
exclusion from the calculation of gross income. 

5/18/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2663 
(Lowenthal) 
Highway Users Tax 
Account 

Provides that if the Legislature transfers, borrows or suspends allocated revenues from the Highway 
Users Tax Account (HUTA), the respective transaction would be suspended during the months of 
July, August and September to alleviate the impact on cities that follow the federal fiscal year. 

6/22/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 2691 
(Hall) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  Fees 

Prohibits a state or local agency from imposing a greenhouse gas emissions fee on a source of 
greenhouse gas emissions that is subject to either of the following:  (a) a market-based compliance 
mechanism; or  (b) a fee regulation adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). 

4/6/10 Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 2703 
(J. Perez) 
Proposition 1A Rail 
Transit Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for an intercity, commuter or urban rail transit capital improvement 
project funded through the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st 
Century (Proposition 1A) to apply for a letter of no prejudice (LONP) that would allow the agency 
to expend its own funds for any bond-funded component of the project, subject to later 
reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain conditions. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

AB 2704 
(Gaines) 
Local Snow Removal 
Funding 

Requires Highway Users Tax Account funding to cities and counties for local snow removal to be 
maintained, as in effect on January 1, 2010. 

4/8/10 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#101 

 

AB 2754 
(J. Perez) 
Planning and State 
Clearinghouse Unit 

Establishes the Planning and State Clearinghouse Unit within the Office of Planning and Research 
to annually evaluate the functional plans of each state department and agency to assure that they are 
consistent with the state’s planning goals. 

7/15/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

ACA 3 
(Blakeslee) 
State General 
Obligation Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to require an 
initiative measure authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds in a total amount 
exceeding $1 billion to either provide additional tax or fee revenues, eliminate existing programs or 
both as necessary to fully fund the bonds in order to be placed on the ballot. 

6/16/09 Assembly Floor  

8.a
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ACA 4 
(Feuer) 
State and Local 
Government Reform 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution that makes a series 
of changes to various state budget and legislative processes.  Specifically, does all of the following:  
(1) implements a “pay-as-you-go” system for the Governor’s budget, and the majority of legislation 
and initiatives;  (2) limits how one-time state revenues could be expended;  (3) requires the 
Legislature to review state programs once every 10 years;  (4) allows the Budget Act to be a 
approved by a simple majority vote of the Legislature;  (5) requires a two-thirds majority vote to 
approve fees when they are being used to fund a program, service or activity that was previously 
funded by revenues from a tax;  (6) forfeits legislator pay, after June 25th, if the Assembly and 
Senate have not passed the Budget Act; and  (7) provides the Governor with mid-year authority to 
cut the budget if the Legislature does not act prior to the 45th day of a fiscal emergency. 

5/10/10 Assembly 
Budget 
Committee 

 

ACA 5 
(Calderon) 
State General 
Obligation Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to require an 
initiative measure authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds to be approved by a 55 
percent majority of the electorate. 

7/14/09 Assembly Floor  

ACA 9 
(Huffman) 
Local Governments:  
Special Taxes 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to impose, extend or increase any special tax if the tax is approved by its electorate by a 55 
percent majority.  Also allows a local agency to incur indebtedness in the form of general 
obligation bonds to fund any of the following:  (a) the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
or replacement of public infrastructure improvements, and facilities or buildings used primarily to 
provide sheriff, police or fire protection services to the public;  (b) affordable housing; and  (c) the 
acquisition or lease of real estate for public infrastructure improvements, public safety facilities or 
buildings, and affordable housing, if the bond issuance is approved by its electorate by a 55 percent 
majority.  Creates an exception to the 1 percent limit for property tax assessments if the revenues 
are being used to pay bonded indebtedness, approved by a 55 percent majority vote, to fund any of 
the following:  (a) the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of public 
infrastructure improvements, and facilities or buildings used primarily to provide sheriff, police or 
fire protection services to the public;  (b) affordable housing; and  (c) the acquisition or lease of real 
estate for public infrastructure improvements, public safety facilities or buildings, and affordable 
housing. 

6/26/09 Assembly Floor Support 

8.a
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ACA 13 
(Hernandez) 
Initiatives 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Specifically, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to immediately transmit 
an initiative measure to the Legislature.  Allows the Legislature to amend an initiative measure that 
proposes to change the Constitution and adopt it as a legislative constitutional amendment by 
concurrent resolution.  If the proponents of the initiative measure accept the legislative 
constitutional amendment in lieu of the initiative measure, the n the legislative constitutional 
amendment would be submitted to the voters instead of the initiative measure.  Allows an initiative 
measure transmitted to the Legislature that only proposes a statute to be introduced in the 
Legislature as a bill.  Provides that if such a bill is enacted and the proponents of the initiative 
measure accept any amendments of the Legislature, then the Secretary of State’s Office shall not 
submit the initiative measure to the voters.  If the Legislature returns an initiative measure to the 
Secretary of State’s Office within 30 legislative session days after it has been transmitted to the 
Legislature and the measure is certified to have been signed by the requisite number of voters, 
requires the Secretary of State’s Office to place the measure on the ballot.  If the Legislature does 
not return an initiative measure to the Secretary of State’s Office within 30 legislative session days 
after it has been transmitted to the Legislature, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to place the 
measure on the ballot if it is certified to have been signed by the requisite number of voters. 

6/1/10 Assembly Floor  

ACA 15 
(Arambula) 
Local Governments:  
Transportation Special 
Taxes 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to impose, extend or increase a special tax for the purpose of providing funding for local 
transportation projects if the tax is approved by its electorate by a 55 percent majority. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Floor Support 

ACA 16 
(Nestande) 
State General 
Obligation Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow the 
Legislature to approve general obligation bond measures only for the purpose of funding long-term 
infrastructure.  Defines “long-term infrastructure” to mean any of the following:  (a) the acquisition 
of land, including easements, rights-of-way and other interests in land;  (b) the construction or 
acquisition of improvements to land, including structures and equipment integral to the operation of 
those structures; and  (c) the construction or acquisition of roadways and water conveyances. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

8.a



 
State Senate Bills 

 
State Senate Bills Subject Last 

Amended 
Status VTA 

Position 

SB 8 
(Huff) 
Performance-Based 
Budgeting 

Requires the Department of Finance to develop performance budgeting pilot projects under which the 
budgets of at least four state departments would be analyzed by specific criteria. 

3/23/09 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 

 

SB 10 
(Leno) 
Local Vehicle 
Assessment 

Authorizes counties and San Francisco to impose a voter-approved local vehicle assessment at a rate 
not to exceed 2 percent of the market value of each motor vehicle or trailer coach registered within their 
respective jurisdictions for general revenue purposes if:  (a) the board of supervisors approves an 
ordinance to that effect by a two-thirds vote; and  (b) the assessment is approved by a majority vote of 
the electorate.  Specifies that the bill is not to be construed to supplant any funds that the state 
apportions to counties and San Francisco, including those apportioned under the Vehicle License Fee 
Law. 

7/8/09 Assembly Floor  

SB 409 
(Ducheny) 
California High-
Speed Rail 
Authority:  
Reorganization 

Places the California High-Speed Rail Authority within the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency.  Requires the five members of the High-Speed Rail Authority appointed by the Governor to be 
confirmed by the Senate.  Requires the authority to annually submit a funding plan to the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) for approval.  Requires the funding plan to identify the need for 
investments during the fiscal year and the amount of bond sales necessary to accommodate those 
investments.  Requires the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency to prepare a five-year 
Strategic Rail Connectivity Plan for the state, the focus of which would be to identify opportunities for 
passenger rail system improvements and linkages.  Requires this plan to:  (a) include desirable linkages 
and feeder opportunities between high-speed rail, and conventional intercity rail, commuter rail and rail 
transit;  (b) identify the coordination in planning and capital investments necessary to maximize the 
opportunities for each of those services in providing a cohesive, connected and easy-to-use system for 
Californians;  (c) identify future right-of-way needs for passenger rail lines in connection with state and 
local highway system improvements; and  (d) include other matters that offer opportunities for 
statewide coordination, such as the efficient movement of goods.  Requires the strategic plan to be 
submitted to the CTC for approval on September 1, 2011, and every five years thereafter. 

1/26/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 455 
(Lowenthal) 
California High-
Speed Rail Authority 

Requires the five gubernatorial appointments to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to be 
confirmed by the Senate.  Exempts the High-Speed Rail Authority from the following:  (a) various 
statutory provisions related to the acquisition and disposal of property requiring the approval of the 
Department of Finance;  (b) securing the approval of the Department of Finance or the State Public 
Works Board when expending funds appropriated for capital outlay purposes; and  (c) securing the 
approval of the Department of General Services when acquiring an easement or right-of-way.  Prohibits 
the Department of General Services from:  (a) granting easements across the property of the High-
Speed Rail Authority; and  (b) maintaining an inventory of the property owned by the authority.  
Authorizes the High-Speed Rail Authority to negotiate, in the name of the state, access to rights-of-way 
that it owns.  Requires any capital investment made by the High-Speed Rail Authority for Phase 1 of 
the high-speed train project to be consistent with one or more of the following criteria:  (a) enhances 
railroad access to stations and terminals, with priority being given to those stations and terminals that 
serve the largest employment centers;  (b) improves travel times, service reliability, safety, and service 
frequency for existing commuter and intercity passenger train services; or  (c) improves connections 
from the San Joaquin Valley to Southern California, or from the San Joaquin Valley to the Bay Area.  
Requires changes in contracts entered into by the High-Speed Rail Authority to be approved by its 
governing board.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to create an overall schedule with delivery 
milestones for all aspects of the high-speed train project. 

4/16/09 Assembly Floor  

SB 474 
(Ducheny) 
Innovative 
Contracting and 
Financing Pilot 
Programs 

Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to provide an annual consolidated report to 
the Legislature on the progress of the following pilot programs authorized under current law:  (1) 
public-private partnerships;  (2) design-build; and  (3) design-sequencing.  Within 90 days after the 
award of a contract or after entering into any agreement for a pilot program involving public-private 
partnerships, design-build or design-sequencing under current law, requires the lead agency for the 
project to make a finding that the use of the alternative contracting or financing method will provide 
any of the following benefits to the public when compared to a traditional contracting or financing 
method:  (a) accelerates the project completion date;  (b) produces savings in personnel or financial 
resources;  (c) results in lower costs to the users of the facility developed under the method; or  (d) 
brings financial resources to the project that would not otherwise be available.  If the lead agency on a 
project is not the owner of the facility, requires the owner of the facility to concur with the finding. 

8/24/09 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 476 
(Correa) 
CEQA:  Non-
Compliance 
Allegations 

Clarifies provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that prescribe when and how 
a person may bring an action or a proceeding against a project before a public entity. 

4/30/09 Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee 
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SB 535 
(Yee) 
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission and Fuel-
Efficient Vehicles 

Unless pre-empted by federal law, extends the authorization for vehicles that meet California’s super 
ultra-low exhaust emission standard and the federal inherently low-emission evaporative emission 
standard to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of vehicle occupants to 
January 1, 2015.  Between January 1, 2012, and January 1, 2015, allows vehicles that meet California’s 
enhanced advanced technology partial zero-emission vehicle standard to travel in HOV lanes without 
the required number of passengers, but limits the number of decals that the Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) can issue for this privilege to 40,000.  Ends the authorization for regular hybrid 
vehicles to use HOV lanes without the required number of passengers on July 1, 2011. 

6/24/10 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 632 
(Lowenthal) 
Ports:  Infrastructure 
Needs 

Beginning January 1, 2010, requires the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland to assess their 
infrastructure and air quality improvement needs, including projects that improve the efficiency of the 
movement of cargo, and that reduce the congestion impacts and pollution associated with the movement 
of cargo.  Requires these assessments to include the total costs of the infrastructure and air quality 
improvements, possible funding options for these projects, and estimated timelines for their 
implementation.  Requires each port to provide this assessment to the Legislature by July 1, 2010. 

4/30/09 Assembly Floor  

SB 845 
(Budget Committee) 
Countywide 
Strategic Action Plan 

Authorizes local government entities to develop and implement a Countywide Strategic Action Plan to 
jointly use existing and additional resources to ensure progress toward common community goals.  In 
counties where a Countywide Strategic Action Plan has been adopted, allows the board of supervisors 
to place before the voters a local sales tax increase of up to 1 percent.  If approved by a simple majority 
vote, requires the revenues from the sales tax increase to be distributed pursuant to the adopted 
Countywide Strategic Action Plan. 

3/18/10 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 

 

SB 879 
(Cox) 
Design-Build 
Contracting:  
Counties 

Allows counties to use design-build contracting for construction projects in excess of $1 million. 5/27/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 901 
(Ashburn) 
Proposition 1B 
Grade Separation 
Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for a grade separation or railroad crossing project funded through the 
Proposition 1B Highway-Railroad Crossing Safety Account to apply for a letter of no prejudice 
(LONP) that would allow the agency to expend its own funds for any bond-funded component of the 
project, subject to later reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain conditions. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

Support 

SB 927 
(Huff) 
HOV Lanes 

Makes several technical, non-substantive changes to state statutes pertaining to high-occupancy vehicle 
(HOV) lanes. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 
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SB 964 
(Alquist) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Workforce 
Development 
Program 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to contract with the California Employment 
Development Department to develop a labor market assessment of the workforce, and identify the 
education and skills needed to:  (a) construct a high-speed train system in the state; and  (b) operate and 
maintain a high-speed train system, as necessary to aid the High-Speed Rail Authority in planning the 
construction of the system.  Requires the assessment to include a recommended strategy to ensure that 
training programs are in place to facilitate the availability of a skilled, in-state workforce to participate, 
to the maximum extent feasible, in the construction of California’s high-speed train system.  
Appropriates $500,000 from the amount of Proposition 1A high-speed rail bond funds set aside for 
environmental studies, planning and preliminary engineering to implement this bill. 

6/30/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

SB 965 
(DeSaulnier) 
High-Speed Rail:  
ARRA Funding 

Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to 
expend federal funds made available to it under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
for conducting environmental studies, planning analyses and preliminary engineering activities, as well 
as for implementing capital projects related to the state’s high-speed train system.  Requires the High-
Speed Rail Authority to use Proposition 1A bond money to match any ARRA funding, if a match is 
required.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to take those actions necessary to ensure that any 
federal funds appropriated to it are obligated and expended in a manner that:  (1) meets all applicable 
federal deadlines;  (2) maximizes job creation in California at the earliest feasible time;  (3) expedites 
the completion of vital high-speed rail infrastructure projects that improve rail-highway safety, mobility 
and performance;  (4) makes the most efficient use of available state bond funds; and  (5) is consistent 
with current state law.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to submit to the Legislative Analyst’s 
Office and to the Legislature an adopted plan for the expenditure of ARRA funds.  Requires the plan to 
include:  (1) a description of the projects proposed for funding, including a discussion of each project’s 
independent utility;  (2) the location of each project;  (3) the baseline budget for each project, including 
support costs and estimated capital costs;  (4) the amount of federal and state funds, including 
Proposition 1A bond proceeds and private money, proposed to be committed to each project;  (5) the 
proposed baseline schedule, with project milestones, and the completion date for each project; and  (6) 
the number of jobs that each project is estimated to create or maintain in California. 

6/21/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 976 
(Hollingsworth) 
CEQA Exemption:  
Overpass and Ramp 
Expansion Projects 

Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) projects that would expand an 
existing overpass, on-ramp or off-ramp that is built on an easement or right-of-way under the control of 
Caltrans, a local transportation agency, a city, or a county. 

3/22/10 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 1006 
(Pavley) 
Climate Change 
Adaptation 
Strategies 

Requires the Strategic Growth Council to provide, fund and distribute data and information to local 
governments and regional agencies that will assist in developing and planning sustainable communities. 

6/21/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 1010 
(Correa) 
CEQA Litigation 
Protection Pilot 
Program of 2010 

Establishes the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Litigation Protection Pilot Program.  
Requires the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to select 25 projects for each calendar year 
between 2010 and 2014 to participate in the program.  For a project to qualify for the program, requires 
the lead agency to certify that the environmental impact report (EIR) for the project will be certified 
within 12 months.  In selecting projects for the program, requires the Business, Transportation & 
Housing Agency to consider the following:  (1) the number and quality of jobs that would be created by 
the project;  (2) the amount of capital investment made by the project; and  (3) a balance between 
projects sponsored by public and private entities.  Provides that a lead agency’s decision to certify an 
EIR or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial study for a project selected to 
participate in the pilot program is not subject to judicial review. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 1020 
(Wolk) 
Performance-Based 
Budgeting 

Beginning in FY 2015, requires the budget submitted by the Governor to the Legislature to be 
developed pursuant to performance-based budgeting for each state agency and department.  When 
preparing their individual budgets, requires state agencies and departments to use performance-based 
budgeting methods that make it clear to policymakers and the public the value and results of existing 
operations and proposed changes.  Requires agency and departmental budgets to identify and update all 
of the following:  (1) the mission and goals of the agency or department;  (2) the activities and 
programs focused on achieving those goals;  (3) performance metrics that reflect desired outcomes for 
existing and proposed activities, and a targeted performance level for the following year;  (4) prior-year 
performance data and an explanation of deviation from previous-year targets; and  (5) proposed 
changes in statute, including the creation of incentives or the elimination of disincentives that could 
improve outcomes or hold down costs.  Requires the Legislature to establish a process for reviewing the 
performance of all state programs at least once every 10 years. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Budget 
Committee 

 

SB 1061 
(Hancock) 
Bay Bridge:  
Bicycle-Pedestrian 
Pathway 

Allows a bicycle-pedestrian-maintenance pathway on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge to be 
funded with state-owned toll bridge revenues under the jurisdiction of the Bay Area Toll Authority 
(BATA), provided that the project is included in the adopted Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  
Prior to approving the project and authorizing construction, requires BATA to make a finding that the 
pathway does not fundamentally alter the profile of the bridge.  Prohibits BATA from increasing tolls 
to fund the project. 

5/25/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 1120 
(Dutton) 
California Global 
Warming Solutions 
Act:  Cap and Trade 

Prohibits the California Air Resources Board (CARB) from implementing a market-based compliance 
mechanism pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 that includes caps on 
greenhouse gas emissions and trading among participants unless it is part of a legally enforceable 
regional or federal program. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 
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SB 1205 
(Corbett) 
Bay Area Disaster 
Recovery Planning 
Council 

Establishes the Bay Area Disaster Recovery Planning Council to create a long-term regional disaster 
recovery plan for the San Francisco Bay Area.  In developing the plan, requires the council to cooperate 
with various stakeholders in the region, including cities, counties, special districts, school districts, 
emergency managers, hospitals, members of the public, private businesses, and non-governmental 
organizations.  Provides that the scope and purpose of the recovery plan is to enhance the region’s 
resiliency following a disaster by:  (a) increasing the speed of rebuilding lifeline infrastructure;  (b) 
planning for temporary transportation and public transit programs during the repair of the region’s 
transportation system;  (c) enhancing government management capacity for large-scale capital projects 
and programs;  (d) planning for the reconstruction of housing damaged by a disaster;  (e) creating 
mechanisms to assist businesses with temporary relocation and financing; and  (f) other issues 
associated with sustainable redevelopment following a major disaster.  Specifies that the recovery plan 
is not a post-disaster operations plan.  Declares the intent of the Legislature that the council 
complement existing efforts by cities; counties; special districts; and other local, regional and state 
entities. 

6/10/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 1215 
(Price) 
Caltrans:  
Architectural and 
Engineering Services 

Until January 1, 2014, authorizes Caltrans to establish prequalified lists of architectural and engineering 
services firms.  Requires Caltrans to comply with certain requirements relating to the advertisement and 
award of contracts in the event the department utilizes the prequalified list. 

4/28/10 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

SB 1245 
(Simitian) 
Express Lanes:  Free 
Passage 

Prohibits charging a toll to a vehicle that meets the applicable occupancy level for use of a high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane.  Specifies that this provision does not apply to toll bridges.  Provides 
that an increase in the vehicle occupancy level for an HOV lane may only be implemented if Caltrans 
determines that the change will maximize person throughput with respect to the affected highway.  
Requires Caltrans to obtain the approval of the applicable transportation planning agency and to report 
to the Legislature before making the change. 

4/22/10 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

SB 1259 
(DeSaulnier) 
Economic 
Development and 
Job Creation Agency 

Establishes the Economic Development and Job Creation Agency within state government.  Requires 
the agency to do all of the following:  (1) develop a statewide strategy that identifies California’s goals 
and objectives for job creation, and that specifies performance measures to assess the state’s progress 
toward attaining those goals and objectives;  (2) create a clearinghouse of accurate data on the state’s 
economic development activities and their effectiveness;  (3) simplify, strengthen and improve the 
operation and management of economic development programs that provide services to California’s 
workers and employers;  (4) eliminate duplicative duties, achieve cost efficiencies and promote 
accountability for the attainment of economic development goals and objectives;  (5) allow the state to 
marshal all of its resources to systematically target new industries to site within California;  (6) build on 
California’s educational, workforce and geographic assets to seed innovation;  (7) attract new and 
sustainable industries that will create high-wage, middle-class jobs; and  (8) provide a better 
understanding of federal and state laws that protect workers. 

5/24/10 Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee 
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SB 1263 
(Wyland) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Inoperative 

Makes the provisions of the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and any regulation 
adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) pursuant to the act inoperative. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 1264 
(Leno) 
Commercial 
Airlines:  Passenger 
Rights 

Whenever passengers have boarded an aircraft whose departure from the airport is delayed by more 
than two hours, or whenever more than two hours have passed following the landing of an aircraft and 
passengers have not been able to disembark, requires the air carrier to provide passengers with all of the 
following:  (1) electrical service that is sufficient to provide passengers with fresh air and light;  (2) 
waste removal service for the holding tanks for onboard restrooms; and  (3) adequate food and drinking 
water, and other refreshments.  Requires an air carrier to provide clear and conspicuous notice 
regarding passenger or consumer complaint contact information by making available forms and placing 
signs at all airport service desks and other appropriate areas in the airport as necessary. 

6/1/10 Senate Floor  

SB 1268 
(Simitian) 
Electronic Toll 
Collection Systems 

Prohibits a transportation agency from selling or providing personally identifiable information of a 
person obtained pursuant to the person’s participation in an electronic toll collection system or use of a 
toll facility, subject to specified exceptions.  Requires a transportation agency that employs an 
electronic toll collection system to establish a privacy policy regarding the collection and use of 
personally identifiable information.  Requires the policy to include a description of the following:  (a) 
the types of personally identifiable information that is collected by the agency;  (b) the categories of 
third-party persons or entities with whom the agency may share personally identifiable information;  (c) 
the process by which a transportation agency notifies subscribers of material changes to its privacy 
policy;  (d) the effective date of the privacy policy; and  (e) the process by which a subscriber may 
review and request changes to any of his or her personally identifiable information.  Within practicable 
business and cost constraints, allows a transportation agency to store only personally identifiable 
information of a person, such as the account name, credit card number, billing address, vehicle 
information, and other basic account information, that is required to perform account functions, such as 
billing, account settlement or enforcement activities.  Requires all other information to be discarded 
within six months after the closure date of the billing cycle or 60 days after the bill has been paid, 
whichever occurs last.  Within practical business and cost constraints, requires a transportation agency 
to make ever effort to purge the personal account information of an account within 60 days after the 
date the account is closed or terminated.  Authorizes a person whose personally identifiable information 
has been sold or provided in violation of this bill to bring specified actions for recovery of damages, 
costs and attorney’s fees.  Allows a transportation agency that employs an electronic toll collection 
system to impose an administrative fee on persons who use that system in an amount that is sufficient to 
cover the costs of implementing the provisions of this bill. 

5/28/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 1299 
(Lowenthal) 
Vehicle Miles 
Traveled Fee 

By January 1, 2012, requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to develop and implement a 
pilot program designed to assess the following issues related to putting in place a vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) fee in California:  (1) different methods of calculating mileage;  (2) processes for transmitting 
data to protect the integrity of the data and ensure the privacy of drivers; and  (3) the types of 
equipment that may be required of the state and of drivers in order to implement a VMT fee.  Requires 
the DMV to prepare and submit a report of its findings to the Legislature by June 30, 2012.  Requires 
the report to include all of the following elements:  (1) recommendations regarding how best to 
implement a VMT fee in a manner that minimizes confusion and inconvenience to California’s drivers, 
while also ensuring their privacy;  (2) given the technological and institutional demands associated with 
implementing a VMT fee, a discussion of different processes that may be used to transition from the 
fuel tax to a VMT fee over time; and  (3) a discussion of issues that the Legislature may wish to 
consider when evaluating whether and how to implement a VMT fee. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee 

 

SB 1305 
(Pavley) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Compliance 
Revenues 

Requires revenues generated from:  (a) fees to fund expenditures beyond administrative costs related to 
the implementation of the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006;  (b) the implementation 
of market-based compliance mechanisms; or  (c) other compliance mechanisms to be appropriated by 
the Legislature for purposes determined by the Legislature. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 1320 
(Hancock) 
Fare Evasion and 
Passenger 
Misconduct:  Civil 
Administrative 
Penalties 

Allows VTA, the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC Transit) and Foothill Transit to impose 
and enforce civil administrative penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct in lieu of criminal 
penalties. 

6/21/10 Assembly Floor Co-
Sponsor 

SB 1348 
(Steinberg) 
CTC Guidelines 

Exempts the adoption of guidelines by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) from the 
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.  Except in the case of the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), specifies a process that the CTC must use when adopting 
guidelines.  Requires the CTC to maintain a guideline adoption file containing: (a) a summary of each 
objection or recommendation made with regard to a proposed guideline; and  (b) an explanation of how 
the proposed guideline was changed to accommodate each objection or recommendation, or the reasons 
for making no change.  Requires the CTC to include in its annual report to the Legislature a summary 
of its activities related to the adoption of program or policy guidelines during the previous calendar 
year. 

6/17/10 Assembly Floor  

SB 1351 
(Wright) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
CARB Regulations 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to make available to the public, at the time that it 
adopts a regulation pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, any 
implementation schedule that is needed to comply with that regulation. 

6/15/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 1362 
(Simitian) 
Automated Traffic 
Enforcement 
Systems 

Requires the installation of signs at all locations where an automated, camera-based traffic enforcement 
system is operating.  Prior to installing such a system, requires the governmental agency to make and 
adopt a finding of fact establishing that the system is needed at a specific location for reasons related to 
safety.  Prohibits a governmental agency from considering revenue generation, beyond cost recovery, 
when determining whether to install an automated traffic enforcement system. 

6/30/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 1371 
(Lowenthal) 
Federal 
Transportation 
Economic Stimulus 
Funds:  Second 
Round 

Requires Caltrans to work with local agencies to develop a list of potential projects that may be under 
contract within 90 days of the award of a second round of federal transportation economic stimulus 
funds to the state.  In doing so, requires Caltrans to assess whether a particular project:  (a) is included 
in the federal transportation improvement program (TIP);  (b) has completed applicable state and 
federal environmental reviews; and  (c) would have sufficient funding from other sources to complete 
the project if stimulus funds were to be provided. 

6/16/10 Assembly Floor  

SB 1418 
(Wiggins) 
SAFE Program 

Increases the maximum amount of the vehicle registration surcharge that a Service Authority for 
Freeways and Expressways (SAFE) may impose from $1 to $2.  Requires SAFE surcharge revenues to 
be used to implement, maintain and operate a motorist aid system of call boxes.  Allows any money 
received that exceeds the amount needed for full implementation and ongoing costs to maintain and 
operate motorist aid call boxes to be used for freeway service patrols, mobile roadside assistance 
systems, intelligent transportation systems, incident management programs and coordination, traveler 
information system programs, and traffic operation centers.  Allows the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) to use SAFE funds to install call boxes in parking lots and roadway areas in state 
and federal parks in the Bay Area where telecommunication services are not available. 

6/21/10 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

SB 1426 
(DeSaulnier) 
State Budget Process 

Requires the budget submitted by the Governor to contain itemized statements; provisional language; 
performance measurement standards for state agencies and programs; recommended state expenditures; 
and a projection of anticipated state revenues, including revenues anticipated to be available on a one-
time basis.  Requires the budget to contain an estimate of the total resources available for state 
expenditures recommended for the budget year and the succeeding fiscal year.  If expenditures exceed 
revenues, requires the Governor to recommend reductions in expenditures or the sources from which 
additional revenues should be provided, and to include an estimate of the long-term impact that these 
recommendations would have on the state’s economy.  Requires the Governor to submit a five-year 
capital infrastructure and strategic growth plan together with the budget.  If the Governor’s budget 
proposes: (a) to create a new state program or agency, or to expand the scope of an existing state 
program or agency, resulting in a net increase in state costs; or  (b) to reduce a state tax resulting in a 
net decrease in state revenues, requires the proposal to be accompanied by a statement identifying state 
program reductions or sources of additional state revenues in an amount that is equal to or greater than 
the net increase in state costs or net decrease in state revenues.  Declares the intent of the Legislature to 
establish an oversight process for evaluating and improving the performance of all state programs, 
whether managed by the state or local agencies. 

5/26/10 Assembly Budget 
Committee 
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SB 1437 
(Kehoe) 
Electricity:  Plug-In 
Hybrids and Electric 
Vehicles 

Requires the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), by July 1, 2012, to determine for each 
class of ratepayers the direct costs and benefits associated with the expected additional load from plug-
in hybrid and electric vehicles. 

6/7/10 Assembly Floor  

SB 1445 
(DeSaulnier) 
Regional Blueprint 
Plans 

Requires the Planning Advisory and Assistance Council in the Office of Planning and Research to:  (1) 
work with the Strategic Growth Council, regional agencies, cities, and counties to facilitate the 
implementation of regional blueprint plans; and  (2) develop and propose recommendations to facilitate 
coordination between regional blueprint plans, state growth and infrastructure funding plans, and 
programs that facilitate the implementation of regional blueprint plans.  Until January 1, 2016, imposes 
a vehicle registration surcharge of $1.  Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), after 
deducting its administrative costs, to deposit 1 percent of the net revenues from the surcharge into the 
Planning Advisory and Assistance Council Fund, and to make those revenues available to the Planning 
Advisory and Assistance Council upon appropriation by the Legislature.  Requires the DMV to allocate 
the remaining net revenues to metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), councils of governments 
(COGs), and transportation planning agencies in areas outside of MPOs and COGs based on the amount 
of surcharge revenues collected from motor vehicles registered within each jurisdiction.  Requires 
MPOs, COGs and transportation planning agencies to use their surcharge revenues to:  (a) develop and 
implement a sustainable communities strategy, regional blueprint plan or rural transportation plan 
element that is consistent with guidelines developed by Caltrans for regional blueprints; and  (b) to 
provide grants to cities, counties and congestion management agencies for planning and projects related 
to the implementation of a regional blueprint plan. 

5/13/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 1475 
(Simitian) 
Electronic Wireless 
Communications 
Devices 

Requires the driver’s license examination administered by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to 
include a test of an applicant’s understanding of the distractions and dangers of handheld cell phone use 
and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  Prohibits a person from riding a bicycle while 
using a wireless telephone unless that telephone is specifically designed and configured to allow hands-
free listening and talking, and is used in that manner.  Also prohibits a person from riding a bicycle 
while using an electronic wireless communications device to write, send or read a text-based message.  
Increases the penalties for violating the current prohibitions in state law against using wireless 
telephones and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  Requires a portion of the fines 
collected for these violations to be allocated to the Office of Traffic Safety for an education program on 
the dangers of cell phone use and text-messaging while driving. 

6/23/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SCA 2 
(Wyland) 
Legislative Biennial 
Sessions 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to revise the biennial 
sessions of the Legislature.  Specifically, requires legislative sessions held in odd-numbered years to be 
budget sessions.  In a budget session, specifies that the Legislature shall meet only to conduct oversight 
and review of the revenues and expenditures of the state, and to consider only budget bills and budget 
implementation bills for the succeeding two fiscal years, and related revenue bills.  Provides an 
exception for bills to enact emergency statutes.  In each odd-numbered calendar year, requires the 
Governor to submit to the Legislature proposed budgets for the two subsequent fiscal years.  Requires 
legislative sessions held in even-numbered years to be general sessions, during which any bill may be 
considered. 

3/16/10 Senate Rules 
Committee 
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SCA 3 
(Wyland) 
Proposition 42 
Suspensions 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to eliminate the ability 
of the Governor and the Legislature to suspend the transfer of gasoline sales tax revenues pursuant to 
Proposition 42 from the General Fund to the Transportation Investment Fund (TIF).  Prohibits the 
loaning of TIF revenues under any circumstances.  Prohibits the enactment of a statute that would 
reduce the extent to which gasoline sales tax revenues are deposited into the General Fund for transfer 
to the TIF for transportation purposes. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee 

 

SCA 5 
(Hancock) 
State Budget:  
Voting Requirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow for General 
Fund appropriations in the state budget bill to be enacted by the Legislature with a majority vote. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Floor  

SCA 9 
(Ducheny) 
State Budget:  
Voting Requirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow for the Budget 
Act and budget trailer bills to be enacted by the Legislature with a 55 percent majority vote.  Repeals 
the two-thirds majority vote requirement for raising state revenues. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 

 

SCA 10 
(Ducheny) 
Constitutional 
Amendments 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Specifically, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to transmit a copy of an 
initiative measure certified for the ballot to both the Senate and Assembly no later than 176 days prior 
to the election at which the measure is to be considered by the electorate.  Within 30 days, allows the 
Legislature to propose an amended form of the initiative measure by adopting a concurrent resolution.  
If the sponsors of the initiative measure accept the proposed amendments, requires the Legislature’s 
proposal to appear on the ballot in place of the certified initiative measure.  If the amended form 
proposed by the Legislature is not accepted, requires information regarding the proposed amended form 
to be included in the ballot materials related to the initiative measure. 

8/17/09 Senate Floor  

SCA 14 
(Ducheny) 
Ballot Initiative 
Costs 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding the costs 
associated with statewide initiative measures.  Specifically, prohibits an initiative measure that would 
result in a net increase in state or local government costs other than costs attributable to the issuance, 
sale or repayment of bonds from being placed on the ballot unless the Legislative Analyst’s Office and 
the Department of Finance jointly determine that the initiative measure provides for additional revenues 
in an amount that would meet or exceed the net increase in costs. 

8/17/09 Senate Floor  

SCA 15 
(Calderon) 
State Budget:  
Voting Requirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to waive the two-thirds 
majority vote requirement for enacting the Budget Act for the upcoming fiscal year if the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office, on or after May 15, determines that General Fund revenues are five percent below the 
estimate for the current-year budget. 

4/13/09 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 

 

SCA 16 
(DeSaulnier) 
Indirect Initiatives 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Allows the electors to propose, and to adopt or reject, statutes and amendments to 
the Constitution pursuant to a process of initial review by the Legislature. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Floor  
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SCA 19 
(DeSaulnier) 
State and Local 
Government Reform 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution that makes a series of 
changes to various state budget and legislative processes.  Specifically, does all of the following:  (1) 
implements a “pay-as-you-go” system for the Governor’s budget, and the majority of legislation and 
initiatives;  (2) limits how one-time state revenues could be expended;  (3) requires the Legislature to 
review state programs once every 10 years;  (4) allows the Budget Act to be a approved by a simple 
majority vote of the Legislature;  (5) requires a two-thirds majority vote to approve fees when they are 
being used to fund a program, service or activity that was previously funded by revenues from a tax;  
(6) forfeits legislator pay, after June 25th, if the Assembly and Senate have not passed the Budget Act;  
(7) provides the Governor with mid-year authority to cut the budget if the Legislature does not act prior 
to the 45th day of a fiscal emergency;  (8) eliminates the ability of the state to redirect local property tax 
revenues to schools; and  (9) prohibits the state from reallocating any locally imposed non-ad valorem 
tax or an assessment levied by a county, city, special district, or any other local or regional government 
entity.  Authorizes local government entities to develop and implement a Countywide Strategic Action 
Plan to jointly use existing and additional resources to ensure progress toward common community 
goals.  In counties where a Countywide Strategic Action Plan has been adopted, allows the board of 
supervisors to place before the voters a local sales tax increase of up to 1 percent.  If approved by a 
simple majority vote, requires the revenues from the sales tax increase to be distributed pursuant to the 
adopted Countywide Strategic Action Plan. 

4/8/10 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 
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CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE 
2010 Regular Session Calendar 

 
 

DAY JANUARY 
1 Statutes signed into law in 2009 take effect. 
4 Legislature reconvenes. 
10 Budget must be submitted by the Governor to the Legislature on or before this 

date. 
15 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin in 2009. 
22 Last day for any committee to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house of origin in 2009.  Last day to submit bill requests to the Legislative 
Counsel’s Office. 

31 Last day for bills introduced in 2009 to be passed out of their house of origin. 
 

DAY FEBRUARY 
19 Last day for new bills to be introduced. 

 
DAY MARCH 
25 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment. 

 
DAY APRIL 
5 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess. 
23 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin in 2010. 
 

DAY MAY 
7 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non-fiscal bills 

introduced in their house of origin in 2010. 
28 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house of origin in 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DAY JUNE 

4 Last day for bills introduced in 2010 to be passed out of their house of 
origin. 

15 Budget must be passed by midnight. 

24 Last day for legislative measures to qualify for placement on the November 
2, 2010, general election ballot. 

 
DAY AUGUST 
2 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess. 

13 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills 
introduced in the other house. 

20 Last day to amend bills on the Assembly and Senate floors. 

31 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Final Recess begins at the end of this 
day’s session. 

 
DAY SEPTEMBER 
30 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature 

before September 1, and in his possession after September 1. 
 
DAY NOVEMBER 
2 General Election. 
 
DAY DECEMBER 
6 The 2011-2012 regular legislative session convenes. 

DAY JULY 
2 Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills introduced in the 

other house.  Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided that the 
budget bill has been enacted. 
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Date: July 9, 2010
Current Meeting: August 11, 2010
Board Meeting: August 5, 2010

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief Engineering & Construction Officer, Robinson, Chief CMA Officer, 
Ristow

SUBJECT: VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report - April 2010

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

DISCUSSION:

Please find attached the Semi-Annual Report for the VTP Highway Program for the period 
ending April 30, 2010.  We look forward to your continued feedback on this report as the VTP 
Highway Program moves forward.

Prepared By: Tim Phillips, Lead Cost Engineer
Memo No. 2586
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SECTION 1 – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

A.  BACKGROUND 
 

The Congestion Management Program (CMP) for Santa Clara County was created in 1990 in 
response to Proposition 111.  It was established as a joint powers authority with a separate 
governing board. On January 1, 1995, pursuant to the separation of the Santa Clara County 
Transit District from the County of Santa Clara, the CMP was merged with the Transit District to 
form the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) under a new governing Board.  

The CMP is currently governed by a joint powers agreement entered into between its 16 member 
agencies, which are the 15 municipalities within the Santa Clara County and the County of Santa 
Clara.  The Member Agencies are the cities of Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Altos, Milpitas, 
Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill, Mountain View, Palo Alto, Saratoga, San Jose, Santa Clara, and 
Sunnyvale and the towns of Los Altos Hills and Los Gatos; and the County of Santa Clara.  VTA 
serves as the managing agency of the CMP. 

The CMP is responsible for development and implementation of the Valley Transportation Plan 
(VTP), the comprehensive long-range multimodal transportation plan for the County, and for 
preparing and implementing the state-mandated CMP.  It is also responsible for the programming 
and monitoring of discretionary federal, state, regional and local funds programmed by the VTA 
Board of Directors, and for serving as the program manager for certain grant funds, including the 
Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) and the Measure B Transportation Improvement 
Program (MBTIP) Ancillary Program.  The CMP is also responsible for preparation and 
implementation of the Countywide Bicycle Plan, Pedestrian Program and the Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) Plan. 

The CMP is funded in part by annual fees charged to each Member Agency based on a formula 
adopted by the VTA governing board.  The contribution formula considers each Member 
Agency’s share of Proposition 111 state gas tax monies, as well as employment within the 
County.  The CMP is also funded by federal and state planning grants and other grant sources, 
TFCA administration fees and SB45 programmed project monitoring funds.  The fiscal resources 
of the CMP are distinct from those of the VTA Transit Enterprise. 

The VTP Highway Program includes projects from the currently approved long range 
countywide transportation plan for Santa Clara County.  The VTP is developed by the CMP, and 
projects must be included in the plan as a prerequisite for eligibility to receive Federal, State, 
regional and local discretionary fund programming.  One hundred percent of VTP Highway 
Program expenditures are funded by grants (Federal, State, regional or local) or agreements with 
the appropriate city.  No VTA funds are required for these projects, except where noted.  
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B. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Valley Transportation Plan (VTP) Highway Program consists of potentially over $1 billion 
of highway improvement projects currently in various phases from conceptual study to 
construction.  The projects are located throughout Santa Clara County (and adjoining areas) and 
seek to improve key elements of the highway transportation system, utilizing a variety of funding 
sources. 

Funding is a key issue for many of the highway projects.  VTA, acting as the CMA for Santa 
Clara County, must assemble a number of funding sources in order to advance each project 
through its various phases to completion.  As a consequence, in this report we refer to several 
terms associated with a project’s funding level.  These terms, arranged in order of increasing 
certainty of funding availability, are as follows: 

1. Estimated Cost – An estimate of the total cost of a project given the currently known 
scope and configuration of the project.  For early stage projects, this estimate may be 
based on very conceptual information and, therefore, has associated with it a high level of 
uncertainty and a correspondingly low level of accuracy.  In the individual project 
information sheets, we have included the “Estimate Class” in order to give an idea of the 
level of uncertainty associated with the estimated cost.  A more detailed discussion of this 
topic is included in the appendix. 

2. Identified Funding –Funding identified as being ultimately available from project funding 
agencies to complete the work, as of the writing of this report.  Depending on the stage of 
the project, the identified funding may be less than the estimated cost of a project.  In 
such cases, we use the term “To Be Determined” (TBD) funding to describe the 
difference between the estimated cost and identified funding. 

3. Appropriation - The most recent Adopted Budget includes appropriations, based on an 
estimate of expenditures during fiscal years 2010 and 2011, for various VTP Highway 
Program projects.  Since these projects can run beyond FY11, the appropriation amount 
is only a time-constrained slice of total estimated expenditures. 

4. Secured Funding – Funding that has been committed by funding agencies and is now 
available to VTA for project expenditures.  In many cases, secured funding is at a lower 
level than the appropriation in the Adopted Budget.  For these projects, it is anticipated 
that additional funding may be secured during the FY10/11 period.  It is important to note 
that, regardless of the level of appropriation, actual expenditures will not exceed secured 
funding at any time. 
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Figure 1.1 shows the total estimated cost of all projects contained in this report, broken down by 
the currently identified funding sources. 

 

Figure 1.1 
 

VTP Highway Program Identified Funding Sources 
 

To Be Determined
$1.68 Billion

79%

Local
$129 million

6%

State
$263 million

12%

Federal
$65 million

3%

 

Note the large proportion of funding shown in Figure 1.1 that is designated as “To Be 
Determined.”  Clearly, significant sources of federal, state, and/or local funding will be required 
to complete many of these projects.  VTA’s strategy continues to be to advance a number of 
projects through the early (and relatively low-cost) stages of project development so that they 
will be ready to take advantage of funding that may become available in the future. 

Figure 1.2, on the next page, shows the projects categorized by phase of development, and shows 
what portion of the estimated cost has been identified for each project.   
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Figure 1.2 
 

VTP Highway Projects Identified Funding Levels 
 

Project Name
  Portion of Estimated Cost For Which 

Funding Has Been Identified

Conceptual Study Projects 0 50% 100%

New Route 152 Alignment

US 101 Implementation - Trimble to Mabury

El Camino Real/Route 85/237/Middlefield

Environmental/Preliminary Engineering
Silicon Valley Express Lanes

US 101 Widening - Monterey Road to Route 129

US 101 De La Cruz Boulevard/Trimble Road

Charcot Avenue Extension

Calaveras Boulevard Improvements

Mary Avenue Extension

Projects in Final Design (PS&E)
US 101 Improvements - I-280 to Yerba Buena (CMIA)

US 101 Capitol Expwy – Yerba Buena Interchange

US 101 Aux Lanes – Embarcadero to Route 85 (CMIA)

I-880 HOV Widening (CMIA)

I-880/I-280/Stevens Creek Improvements

I-880/Route 237 Planting

I-880/Coleman Avenue Planting

Projects Under Construction
Route 152/156 Interchange

Route 87 Planting

Ramp Metering Implementation
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By way of a brief progress report, during the 6-month period covered by this report: 
 

 The Draft Implementation Plan for the US 101 Implementation – Trimble to 
Mabury/Taylor project was completed in late 2009. 

 Plans, Specifications, and Engineering (PS&E) work began for the Route 237/I-880 
Express Connectors element of the Silicon Valley Express Lanes project. 

 The PA/ED (environmental) phase for the Route 85 Express Lanes portion of the Silicon 
Valley Express Lanes project began in early 2010. 

 The final Project Study Report for the Calaveras Boulevard Improvements project was 
submitted to Caltrans and approved in February 2010. 

 The combined Project Study Report/Project Report for the Mary Avenue Extension 
project was approved by Caltrans in December 2009. 

 The US 101 Improvements – I-280 to Yerba Buena Road construction contract was 
advertised for bids in April 2010.  Caltrans will administer this construction contract. 

 The 65% PS&E submittals were completed for both the US 101 Auxiliary Lanes and I-
880 HOV Widening projects 

 The Route 152/156 Interchange project received the Project of the Year Award from the 
Construction Management Association of America, Northern California Chapter, 
increasing to three the number of major awards bestowed upon this project. 

 
 
C.  SECURED FUNDING 
 
Figure 1.3 at the end of this section shows the prior and current period appropriations for each 
group of VTP Highway projects.  Changes in appropriations during the report period are 
discussed below. 
 
Changes in Secured Funding 
 

1. Conceptual Study Projects 
 
Secured funding remains unchanged at $7.1 million. 
 

2. Projects in the Environmental/Preliminary Engineering Phase 
 

The appropriation increased by a total of $1.8 million to a new total of $17.4 million due 
to the following increases in funding for the Silicon Valley Express Lanes projects: 

a. $0.5 million in Federal Earmark funding was secured for Route 85 Express Lanes. 

b. $1.3 million in Local Program Reserve funding was released for use on Route 85 
Express Lanes. 
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C.   SECURED FUNDING, Continued 
 

3. Projects in Final Design (PS&E) 
 

Secured funding increased by a net total of $5.1 million to a new total of $53.7 million 
due to the following: 

a. The US 101 Improvements I-280 to Yerba Buena (CMIA) project received an 
additional $1.2 million in CMIA funding for construction support. 

b. The US 101 Capitol Expressway-Yerba Buena Interchange project budget was 
established with $4.4 million in Local Program Reserve funds being secured.  This 
was made possible by the award of $4.4 million in American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds to the US 101 Improvements – I-280 to Yerba 
Buena Road project. 

c. The secured funding for the I-880/Route 237 Planting project was reduced by $0.5 
million as the result of reduced scope reflected in an amendment to the cooperative  
agreement with the City of Milpitas. 

 
4. Projects Under Construction 

 
Secured funding remains unchanged at $43.6 million. 
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Figure 1.3 

 
VTP Highway Program Secured Funding 

$'s in millions

(B e g in  C o lu mn  1  h e a d in g )

Project/Category

(b e g in  c o lu mn  3  h e a d in g )

a
Previous
Secured 
Funding
Oct-09

(b e g in  c o lu mn  4  h e a d in g )

b
Current
Secured 
Funding
Apr-10

(b e g in  c o lu mn  5  h e a d in g  )

c = (b - a)
Changes

This Period

(b e g in  c o lu mn  7  h e a d in g )

d
Text

Reference

Conceptual Study Projects
New Route 152 Alignment $4.6 $4.6 $0.0
US 101 Implementation - Trimble to Maybury/Taylor $1.8 $1.8 $0.0
El Camino Real/Route 85/237/Middlefield $0.8 $0.8 $0.0

Total $7.1 $7.1 $0.0

Projects in the Environmental/Preliminary Engineering Phase
Silicon Valley Express Lanes $15.6 $17.4 $1.8 2.a,b
US 101 Widening - Monterey Rd to Route 129 $5.5 $5.5 $0.0
US101 De La Cruz Blvd/Trimble Rd $0.7 $0.7 $0.0
Charcot Avenue Extension $0.8 $0.8 $0.0
Calaveras Blvd. Improvements $0.6 $0.6 $0.0
Mary Avenue Extension $1.6 $1.6 $0.0

Total $24.8 $26.6 $1.8

Projects In Final Design (PS&E)
US 101 Improvements I-280 to Yerba Buena (CMIA) $9.0 $10.2 $1.2 3.a
US 101 Capitol Expressway-Yerba Buena Interchange $0.0 $4.4 $4.4 3.b
US 101 Auxilliary Lanes - Embarcadero to Rt. 85 (CMIA) $17.1 $17.1 $0.0
I-880 HOV Widening (CMIA) $11.7 $11.7 $0.0
I-880/I-280/Stevens Creek Improvements $7.1 $7.1 $0.0
I-880/Route 237 Planting $3.8 $3.3 ($0.5) 3.c
I-880/Coleman Avenue Planting $0.0 $0.0 $0.0

Total $48.6 $53.7 $5.1

Projects Under Construction
Route 152/156 Interchange $36.7 $36.7 $0.0
Route 87 Planting $4.9 $4.9 $0.0
Ramp Metering Implementation $2.1 $2.1 $0.0

Total $43.6 $43.6 $0.0

GRAND TOTAL $124.1 $131.0 $6.9  
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D. INCURRED COSTS 
 
Figure 1.4 below shows the incurred costs for the VTP Highway Program at the beginning and 
end of the period as well as the percent of the project appropriation incurred as of April 30, 2010. 
 

 
Figure 1.4 

 
VTP Highway Program Incurred Costs 

$'s in millions

(B e g in  C o lu mn  1  h e a d in g )

Project/Category

(b e g in  c o lu mn  2  h e a d in g )

a
Incurred 

Costs
Through
Oct-09

(b e g in  c o lu mn  3  h e a d in g )

b
Incurred 

Costs
Through
Apr-10

(b e g in  c o lu mn  4  h e a d in g )

c = (b - a)
Incurred 

Costs
This Period

(b e g in  c o lu mn  5  h e a d in g  )

d
Percent of 
Secured 
Funding 
Incurred
Apr-10

Conceptual Study Projects
New Route 152 Alignment $0.4 $1.5 $1.1 31.6%
US 101 Implementation - Trimble to Maybury/Taylor $1.7 $1.7 $0.0 100.0%
El Camino Real/Route 85/237/Middlefield $0.6 $0.6 $0.0 78.3%

Total $2.7 $3.8 $1.1 53.4%

Projects in the Environmental/Preliminary Engineering Phase
Silicon Valley Express Lanes $3.5 $4.8 $1.3 27.5%
US 101 Widening - Monterey Rd to Route 129 $4.7 $5.0 $0.3 91.5%
US101 De La Cruz Blvd/Trimble Rd $0.5 $0.5 $0.0 75.0%
Charcot Avenue Extension $0.8 $0.8 $0.0 95.6%
Calaveras Blvd. Improvements $0.6 $0.6 $0.0 99.6%
Mary Avenue Extension $1.0 $1.0 $0.0 65.6%

Total $11.2 $12.7 $1.6 47.9%

Projects In Final Design (PS&E)
US 101 Improvements I-280 to Yerba Buena (CMIA) $7.2 $7.5 $0.3 73.3%
US 101 Capitol Expressway - Yerba Buena Interchange $0.0 $0.2 $0.2 4.6%
US 101 Auxilliary Lanes - Embarcadero to Rt. 85 (CMIA) $6.7 $9.0 $2.3 52.7%
I-880 HOV Widening (CMIA) $5.9 $8.0 $2.2 68.7%
I-880/I-280/Stevens Creek Improvements $3.2 $4.1 $0.8 57.3%
I-880/Route 237 Planting $0.5 $0.5 $0.0 15.8%
I-880/Coleman Avenue Planting $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 X

Total $23.4 $29.3 $5.9 54.6%

Projects Under Construction
Route 152/156 Interchange $32.7 $32.8 $0.1 89.5%
Route 87 Planting $3.3 $4.1 $0.8 84.7%
Ramp Metering Implementation $1.1 $1.4 $0.3 67.0%

Total $37.1 $38.3 $1.2 87.9%

GRAND TOTAL $74.3 $84.2 $9.9 64.3%  
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Figure 1.5 - VTP Highway Program Overview Map 
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