
  
 
 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
and 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, October 13, 2010 
 

2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) meeting begins at 4:30 PM 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting begins at the conclusion of the CWC meeting 

 
VTA Conference Room B-104 

3331 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 

 
AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

1. ROLL CALL 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: 

This portion of the agenda is reserved for persons desiring to address the Committee on 
any matter not on the agenda.  Speakers are limited to 2 minutes.  The law does not 
permit Committee action or extended discussion on any item not on the agenda except 
under special circumstances.  If Committee action is requested, the matter can be placed 
on a subsequent agenda.  All statements that require a response will be referred to staff 
for reply in writing. 

4. Receive Committee Staff Report. (Verbal Report) (Helm) 

• Receive the Quarterly Report from the General Manager. (Verbal Report) (Burns) 

5. Receive Chairperson’s Report. (Verbal Report) (Powers) 

• Presentation to Former Member Gaye Morando. (Powers) 

• Financial Recovery Committee Member Report. (Verbal Report) (Jacobvitz) 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/ GENERAL MANAGER 

COMBINED CAC AND 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDAS 

6. Approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2010. 

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 
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  7. INFORMATION ITEM - Review the Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 

  8. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the Fiscal Year 2010 Annual Transit Operations 
Performance Report. 

  9. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the CAC Quarterly Attendance Report. 

 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE REGULAR 
AGENDA 

10. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the 2000 Measure A Semi-Annual Report. 

 CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA 

11. ACTION ITEM - Appoint a nomination subcommittee to identify Committee members 
interested in serving as the chairperson or vice chairperson for 2011. 

 COMBINED CAC AND CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE ITEMS 

12. INFORMATION ITEM – Review the Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens 
Watchdog Committee Work Plans. (Powers) 

 OTHER 

13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

14. Adjourn in memory of former CAC Member Don Burnett. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), those requiring accommodations 
or accessible media for this meeting should notify the Board Secretary’s Office 48 hours prior to 
the meeting at (408) 321-5680 or e-mail: board.secretary.@vta.org, (408) 321-2330 (TTY only).  
VTA’s Homepage is located on the Web at: <http://www.vta.org/> or visit us on Facebook 
<http://www.facebook.org/scvta>.  
 

All reports for items on the open meeting agenda are available for review in the Board 
Secretary’s Office, 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California, (408) 321-5680, the Friday, 
Monday, and Tuesday prior to the meeting.  This information is available on VTA’s website at 
http://www.vta.org and also at the meeting. 
 



  
 
 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
and 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, August 11, 2010 

MINUTES 
 

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) was called to order at  
4:35 p.m. by Chairperson Powers, in Conference Room B-104, VTA River Oaks Campus, 3331 
North First Street, San José, California. 

Chairperson Powers introduced CAC’s newest member, Jeremy Barousse, representing the South 
Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council.  She then announced longtime member Gaye Morando had 
resigned from the CAC. 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Jeremy Barousse CAC Member Present 
Stephen Blaylock CAC Member Absent 
Clinton Brownley  CAC Member Present 
Bena Chang CAC Member Present 
Chris Elias CAC Member Present 
Ray Hashimoto CAC Member Present 
Roberta Hughan CAC Member Absent 
Robert Jacobvitz CAC Vice Chairperson Present 
Bruce Liedstrand CAC Member Present 
Aaron Morrow CAC Member Present 
Charlotte Powers CAC Chairperson Present 
Sally Probst CAC Member Present 
Connie Rogers CAC Member Absent 
Martin Schulter CAC Member Present 
Noel Tebo CAC Member Present 
Herman Wadler CAC Member Present 

A quorum was present. 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 There were no Orders of the Day. 

 

GARCIA_S
Typewritten Text
Agenda Item #6
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3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

James Wightman, Interested Citizen, noted VTA has a new express light rail service.  Mr. 
Wightman then expressed interest in receiving an update on BART.  Chairperson Powers 
noted the BART presentation would be heard on Agenda Item #11. 

4. Committee Staff Report 

 Greta Helm, Chief External Affairs Officer and Staff Liaison, reported: 

 Express light rail service will begin on October 4, 2010, and VTA hopes this additional 
service will increase ridership. 

 VTA’s new hybrid bus was on display prior to the start of the CAC meeting, allowing 
VTA advisory committee members the opportunity to tour the bus. 

The Board Office provided a handout with regard to VTA’s ethics training requirement, 
reminding committee members how they can fulfill that obligation. 

Gary Richards, San Jose Mercury News Columnist, will be hosting an online-chat 
session. VTA has been invited to participate and provide information on the Express 
Lanes Connector on 237.  The CAC will be notified of the specific date and time for this 
session. 

Marketing has started an outreach campaign to new residents within the County.  
Committee members are encouraged to distribute cards, entitled “VTA Welcomes you to 
the Neighborhood,” to new citizens within their communities.  The cards are available 
through Ms. Helm. 

5. Chairperson’s Report 

Chairperson Powers noted those on the committee who have not yet registered for an 
ethics training course should contact Susan Garcia, in VTA’s Board Office, no later than 
September 8, 2010. 

Member Tebo took his seat at 4:42 p.m. 

Chairperson Powers requested that each CAC member introduce themselves to Member 
Barousse and identify which constituency they represent. 

• Financial Recovery Committee Member Report 

Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz stated the Ad Hoc Financial Recovery Committee (Ad 
Hoc FRC) received a handout entitled “Cost of Wages and Benefits Review” an 
analysis of the labor benefits cost centers. 

Member Chang and Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz noted the Ad FRC will meet weekly, 
during the month of August.  The three representatives of the Board, Members Abe-
Koga, Gage, and Herrera will make their recommendation to the entire Board in 
September. 
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• CAC Stakeholder Representation Subcommittee Report 

Member Tebo directed the Committee’s attention to Agenda Item #12, “Amendment 
to the Citizens Advisory Committee Bylaws to Establish a Position Representing 
Higher Education in Santa Clara County.”  He noted the importance of including the 
Higher Education constituency on the CAC. 

Member Tebo then noted two additional community groups identified by the 
subcommittee as being able to provide valuable insight and prospective in the area of 
county transportation needs are the Tri-County Apartment Owners and the Joint 
Venture Silicon Valley.  He stated discussions would be held with these two groups. 

Chairperson Powers noted members of the committee have requested time be set 
aside at a future meeting to discuss other constituencies the CAC might include for 
consideration. 

Chairperson Powers reported she continues to attend the High Speed Rail meetings, as 
well as the Diridon Station Joint Policy Advisory Board meetings.  She noted San 
Francisco has broken ground on their $800 million multi-model terminal. 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/ GENERAL MANAGER 

 COMBINED CAC AND 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDAS 

Member Morrow requested Agenda Item #9, VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report – 
April 2010, be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

6. Minutes of June 9, 2010 
  

M/S/C (Tebo/Hashimoto) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 9, 2010. 
 
7. CAC Quarterly Attendance Report 
 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
the CAC Quarterly Attendance Report. 

 
8.  Monthly Legislative History Matrix 
 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee 
reviewed the Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 
 

 
NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, 

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE REGULAR 
AGENDA 

9. VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report - April 2010 

Mark Robinson, Chief Engineering & Construction Officer, reported the Engineering and 
Construction Division issues three (3) semi-annual reports on VTA-related issues:  
1) VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report; 2) Facilities Semi-Annual Report;  
and 3) Measure A Semi-Annual Report. 

Member Morrow questioned the purpose for the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual 
Report. 

Mr. Robinson reported there are periodic audits and assessments on how VTA conducts 
business.  The assessment noted VTA has been diligent in reporting its major capital 
improvement projects, Measures A & B, and suggested VTA should provide a similar 
level of reporting on its capital improvement programs. 

Mr. Robinson noted over twenty active projects are currently in various stages of 
development, from the earliest of environmental works coming out of the planning 
process to project study reports and advanced conceptual engineering work on a number 
of interchanges.  VTA is in the right-of-way access process for three (3) major I-Bond 
funded (Highway Safety Traffic Reduction Air Quality and Port Security Bond Act of 
2006) projects:  1) 101 improvements at Tully Road; 2) 880 HOV Lanes, between 101 
and 237; and 3) Highway 101 Auxiliary Lanes at Highway 85 in the Mountain View area. 

Mr. Robinson stated semi-annual reports allow VTA to bring all of its projects to a 
similar level of visibility and to communicate VTA’s progress to its committees and 
constituents. 

Members of the Committee questioned the 101 improvements at Tully Road.  Mr. 
Robinson noted the bridge will be widened to accommodate vehicles, pedestrians and 
bicyclists.  He touted VTA’s multi-modal approach to design.  He noted ground-breaking 
would begin in the September/October timeframe. 

M/S/C (Probst/Brownley) to receive the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report - 
April 2010. 

10. Renew contract with Macias, Gini & O’Connell, LLP (MGO) for independent 
compliance auditing services to the 2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee 
(CWC) 

 Stephen Flynn, Senior Management Analyst, defined the options before the Committee. 

M/S/C (Jacobvitz/Probst) – to exercise option to renew a two-year contract with 
Macias, Gini & O’Connell, LLP (MGO) for independent compliance auditing services to 
the 2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC). 
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11. BART Silicon Valley Update 

Bernice Alaniz, Deputy Director Marketing & Public Affairs, provided the staff report. 

Ms. Alaniz provided a handout highlighting:  1) Enhancing Regional Connectivity; 2) 
Critical Link; 3) Project Features; 4) Phase 1: Berryessa Extension Project; 5) The Next 6 
Miles; 6) Project Status; 7) Benefits; 8) Silicon Valley Rapid Transit (SVRT) Program 
Cost Estimate; 9) Support and Funding for Project; 10) SVRT Milestones Met; 11) 
Corridor Preparation; 12) Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension (SVBX) Design Build 
Procurement; 13) Save the Date – Bart Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension Project 
Design Build Contract Information Forum; and 14) In Summary – BART Silicon Valley. 

James Wightman, Interested Citizen, recommended utilizing the light rail to connect the 
Norman Y. Mineta San José International Airport to BART. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
the BART Silicon Valley Update. 

 CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA 

12. Amending the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) bylaws to modify the 
membership structure by converting the existing Disabled Persons position to 
Higher Education that will represent post-secondary education in Santa Clara 
County 

 Member Schulter discussed his plan to organize a transportation consortium of students 
attending the colleges and universities located within Santa Clara County, should the 
Board approve this conversion. 

Ms. Helm requested that details for this plan be prepared and submitted in the memo to 
the Board for its September meeting. 

M/S/C (Tebo/Wadler) – to recommend to the Board that they approve amending the 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) bylaws to modify the membership structure by 
converting the existing Disabled Persons position to Higher Education that will represent 
post-secondary education in Santa Clara County. 

Member Wadler left the meeting at 5:58 p.m. 

13. Grand Boulevard Initiative Multimodal Transportation Corridor Plan 

Robert Swierk, Senior Transportation Planner, provided the staff report. 

Mr. Swierk provided a handout entitled “Grand Boulevard Initiative Multimodal 
Transportation Corridor Plan – August 2010” highlighting:  1) What is the Grand 
Boulevard Initiative?; 2) The Grand Boulevard Initiative Vision; 3) El Camino Real – 
State Route 82; 4) Grand Boulevard Multimodal Corridor Plan; 5) Existing Conditions & 
Planned Improvements; 6) Multimodal Access & Design; 7) Street Design Prototypes – 
Examples; 8) Analysis of Future Transit & Land Use; 9) Future Transit Needs & 
Recommended Service; 10) Corridor Operations & Management; and 11) Moving 
Forward. 
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On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
a report on the Grand Boulevard Initiative Multimodal Transportation Corridor Plan. 

14. Proactive CMP Quarterly Report for April through June 2010 

Robert Swierk, Senior Transportation Planner, provided the staff report. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
a presentation on the Proactive CMP Quarterly Report for April through June 2010. 

 COMBINED CAC AND CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE ITEMS 

15. Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens Watchdog Committee Work Plans 

Stephen Flynn, Senior Management Analyst, announced: 1) a discussion on the tax 
stakeholder representation will be held at the September CAC meeting; and 2) at 
Chairperson Powers suggestions, there will be a farewell celebration for Gaye Morando 
at the September meeting.  

Chairperson Powers requested, once scheduled, the joint advisory meeting be added to 
the work plan. 

Member Tebo recommended the CAC invite former CAC member and City of San José 
employee Laura Stuchinsky to speak on the connection between the Norman Y. Mineta 
San José International Airport and BART. 

Chairperson Powers recommended the CAC invite Rod Diridon Sr., chair emeritus and 
member of the California High Speed Rail Authority Board, to speak to the CAC. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee 
reviewed the Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens Watchdog Committee Work 
Plans. 

 OTHER 

16. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 There were no Announcements. 

17. ADJOURNMENT 

On order of Chairperson Powers, there being no objection, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:38 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan E. Garcia, Board Assistant 
VTA Office of the Board Secretary  



Date: September 27, 2010
Current Meeting: October 13, 2010
Board Meeting: November 4, 2009

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief External Affairs Officer, Greta Helm

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative History Matrix

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

For your information, I am attaching our Monthly Legislative History Matrix, which describes 
the key transportation-related bills that were considered by the California State Legislature 
during the 2009-2010 session.  It indicates the status of these measures and any adopted VTA 
positions with regard to them.

DISCUSSION:

The Senate and Assembly adjourned the 2009-2010 regular session at midnight on August 31.  
The end of the regular session means that the Legislature can no longer consider any majority-
vote bills that were introduced in either 2009 or 2010.  However, lawmakers can continue to 
work on items requiring a two-thirds vote, such as urgency measures and the state budget, until 
as late as November 30.  For majority-vote bills that were approved by the Legislature prior to 
adjournment, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has 30 days to act on them.  He can sign, veto or let 
them become law without his signature.  Some of the key measures that survived the legislative 
process and are now pending before the Governor are:

AB 194 (Torrico)/AB 827 (De La Torre):  Seven bills were introduced in response to reports that 
the city of Bell’s former city manager was paid roughly $800,000 per year and members of its 
part-time city council each received annual compensation of $100,000.  Three of these measures 
made it to the Governor, two of which impact special districts.  AB 194 specifies that for 
purposes of determining a retirement benefit payment for a person who first becomes a member
of a public retirement system on or after January 1, 2011, the maximum salary or pay rate upon 
which retirement benefits may be based cannot exceed 125 percent of the salary recommended 
for the Governor by the California Citizens Compensation Committee.  AB 827 prohibits the 
inclusion of automatic renewals and automatic pay increases exceeding the cost of living in the 
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contracts of individual employees who report directly to the governing body of a local agency.  It 
also requires a performance review for these employees before a local agency governing body 
can provide an increase in compensation above a cost-of-living adjustment.  VTA Positions:  
None.

AB 289 (Galgiani)/SB 965 (DeSaulnier):  These two bills got joined at the hip during the last 
week of the regular session.  Both provide statutory authorization for the High-Speed Rail 
Authority to expend the $2.25 billion in federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) funding that was awarded to California for the state’s high-speed train project. AB 289 
requires these dollars to be used for planning, engineering and construction work related to the 
first phase of the project running between Anaheim/Los Angeles and the Bay Area.  SB 965 
requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to take those actions necessary to ensure that the ARRA 
funds are obligated and expended in a manner that:  (a) meets all applicable federal deadlines;  
(b) maximizes job creation in California at the earliest feasible time;  (c) expedites the 
completion of vital high-speed rail infrastructure projects that improve rail-highway safety, 
mobility and performance; and  (d) makes the most efficient use of available Proposition 1A 
high-speed rail bond money.  VTA Positions:  None.

AB 619 (Blumenfield)/AB 1830 (Jones):  Both of these bills deal with the contracting policies 
and procedures of the High-Speed Rail Authority. AB 619 requires any entity applying for a 
contract with the authority to affirmatively certify in advance of submitting a formal bid whether 
it had any direct involvement in the deportation of any individuals to concentration or prisoner-
of-war camps during World War II.  AB 1830 requires the authority to make every effort to 
purchase high-speed train rolling stock and related equipment manufactured in California.  VTA 
Positions:  None.

AB 987 (Ma):  This measure amends the Transit Village Development Planning Act, which was 
enacted in 1994 to encourage mixed-use development at relatively higher densities around public 
transit stations, to allow a city or county to include a larger area in a transit village development 
district.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 1670 (Beall):  Sponsored by the city of San Jose, AB 1670 allows the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) to relinquish the following state highway facilities to the city:  
(a) the portion of State Route 82 from U.S. 101 to I-880, which is commonly known as The 
Alameda/Monterey Highway; and  (b) the portion of State Route 130 within the city limits, 
which is Alum Rock Avenue.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 1784 (Fong):  This bill allows VTA to manage the construction of improvement projects on 
local roadways under the jurisdiction of the 15 cities within Santa Clara County or the county, if 
requested by a city or the county to do so.  AB 1784 has been signed into law.  VTA Position:  
Sponsor.

AB 2324 (J. Pérez):  Intended to strengthen the safety and security of public transit systems in 
California, AB 2324 prohibits the following:  (a) a person from knowingly possessing specified 
weapons within a restricted area of a public transit facility;  (b) an unauthorized person from 
knowingly entering a restricted area of a public transit facility; and  (c) a person from 
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intentionally avoiding submission to screening and inspection when entering or re-entering a 
restricted area of a public transit facility. In addition, this measure increases the penalties for 
repeat fare evasion offenders and for certain acts of public transit passenger misconduct.  VTA 
Position:  Support.

SB 964 (Alquist):  This bill requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to contract with the 
Employment Development Department to put together a strategy to facilitate the availability of a 
skilled, in-state workforce to participate in the construction of the high-speed train project.  VTA 
Position:  Support.

SB 1205 (Corbett):  Sponsored by the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), SB 1205 
establishes the Bay Area Disaster Recovery Planning Council to create a long-term regional 
disaster recovery plan for the Bay Area.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1268 (Simitian):  This legislation prohibits a transportation agency from selling or providing 
personally identifiable information of a subscriber obtained through his or her participation in an 
electronic toll collection system.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1320 (Hancock):  This bill allows VTA, the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC 
Transit) and several other public transit agencies to impose and enforce civil administrative 
penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct violations in lieu of criminal penalties.  
VTA Position:  Co-Sponsor.

SB 1371 (Correa):  This legislation authorizes the lead agency for an intercity, commuter or 
urban rail transit capital improvement project funded through Proposition 1A to apply to the 
CTC for a letter of no prejudice (LONP) that would allow the agency to expend its own funds for 
any bond-funded component of the project, subject to later reimbursement from bond proceeds 
under certain conditions.  SB 1371 has been signed into law.  VTA Position:  Support.

Some of the more notable transportation-related bills that did not make it through the 
legislative process are:

AB 744 (Torrico):  Sponsored by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), AB 744 
would have authorized the development and implementation of a regional express lane network 
on state highways within the Bay Area.  This measure died in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 2620 (Eng):  Sponsored by the Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG), a 
labor organization that represents Caltrans engineers, AB 2620 essentially would have precluded 
Caltrans from charging indirect overhead costs for reimbursable work performed by the 
department on behalf of local agencies for locally funded state highway projects.  This bill died 
in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 409 (Ducheny):  This legislation would have required Caltrans to prepare a five-year 
Strategic Rail Connectivity Plan in order to identify opportunities for improving the linkage of 
the state’s various passenger rail systems.  SB 409 died in the Assembly Appropriations 
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Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1245 (Simitian):  This measure would have prohibited charging a toll to a vehicle that meets 
the applicable occupancy level for use of a high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane.  In addition, it 
would have allowed for an increase in the vehicle occupancy level for an HOV lane only if 
Caltrans determined that the change would maximize person throughput with respect to the 
affected highway.  SB 1245 died in the Assembly Transportation Committee.  VTA Position:  
None.

SB 1299 (Lowenthal):  This bill would have required the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
to do an assessment of the issues surrounding the implementation of a vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) fee in California.  SB 1299 died in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  
None.

SB 1418 (Wiggins):  Sponsored by MTC and the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 
Commission, SB 1418 would have increased the maximum amount of the vehicle registration 
surcharge that a Service Authority for Freeways and Expressways (SAFE) could impose from $1 
to $2.  This legislation also would have allowed SAFE surcharge revenues to be used for mobile 
roadside assistance, intelligent transportation systems, incident management programs, traveler 
information systems, and traffic operation centers in addition to call boxes and freeway service 
patrols.  SB 1418 died in the Assembly Transportation Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 1445 (DeSaulnier):  This legislation would have allowed metropolitan planning organizations 
(MPOs) and councils of governments (COGs) to impose a vehicle registration surcharge of up to 
$4 to fund the development and implementation of sustainable communities strategies or 
regional blueprint plans.  SB 1445 died in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA 
Position:  None.

SB 1475 (Simitian):  This bill would have increased the penalties for violating the prohibitions in 
current state law related to wireless telephone usage and text-messaging while operating a motor 
vehicle.  SB 1475 died in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

Prepared By: Kurt Evans
Memo No. 2357
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
2009 – 2010 State Legislative Session 

September 24, 2010 
 

State Assembly Bills 
 

State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 194 
(Torrico) 
Public Employees 
Retirement 

For purposes of determining a retirement benefit payment paid to a person who first becomes a 
member of a public retirement system on or after January 1, 2011, provides that the maximum 
salary or pay rate upon which retirement benefits may be based cannot exceed 125 percent of the 
salary recommended by the California Citizens Compensation Committee to be paid to the 
Governor.  Requires this amount to be adjusted annually based on changes in the All Urban 
California Consumer Price Index. 

8/27/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 231 
(Huber) 
CEQA:  Finding of 
Overriding 
Consideration 

For purposes of complying with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), authorizes a 
lead agency, until January 1, 2016, to incorporate by reference a finding of overriding consideration 
made in a prior environmental impact report (EIR) for a later project if certain conditions are met, 
including that the lead agency determines that the later project’s significant impacts on the 
environment are no greater than those identified in the prior EIR from which the project is tiered. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 266 
(Carter) 
Transportation Needs 
Assessment 

Every five years, requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to develop an 
assessment of:  (a) the unfunded costs of programmed state and federally earmarked transportation 
projects in California; and  (b) available funding for transportation purposes and unmet 
transportation needs on a statewide basis.  Requires the assessment to include recommendations on 
how the state and local transportation agencies may address the transportation funding shortfalls 
and unmet needs that are identified.  Requires the results from the initial assessment to be 
submitted to the Legislature by March 1, 2011. 

4/20/09 Senate Rules 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

Support 

AB 289 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail:  
ARRA Funds 

Upon appropriation by the Legislature, makes available $2.25 billion in American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) high-speed rail funding to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to 
be used for:  (a) planning and engineering for the high-speed train system; and  (b) capital costs, 
consistent with federal guidelines, rules and regulations, and consistent with Proposition 1A.  Upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, requires any funds received by California in FY 2011 from the 
federal Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 to be used for planning and 
engineering work for any of the following corridors:  (1) Merced to Sacramento;  (2) Los Angeles 
to San Diego; and  (3) the Altamont Corridor.  Exempts the executive director of the High-Speed 
Rail Authority from civil service.  For purposes of managing and administering the ongoing work 
of the High-Speed Rail Authority in implementing the high-speed train project, allows the 
Governor, upon the recommendation of the authority’s executive director and subject to an 
appropriation, to appoint up to six additional employees, who would:  (a) be exempt from civil 
service; and  (b) serve at the pleasure of the authority’s executive director.  States the intent of the 
Legislature to approve additional positions at the High-Speed Rail Authority for purposes of 
creating an Office for Project Controls and Risk Management within the authority 

8/27/10 Governor’s 
Office 
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State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 497 
(Block) 
HOV Lanes:  
Physicians 

Allows Caltrans and local transportation authorities to permit a vehicle driven by a physician who 
is traveling in response to an emergency call to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless 
of the number of passengers in the vehicle, provided the vehicle displays an insignia approved by 
the California Highway Patrol (CHP) indicating that the vehicle is owned by a licensed physician.  
Specifies that the provisions of the bill would only apply if Caltrans determines that its application 
would not subject the state to a loss of federal aid for highways. 

5/14/09 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 569 
(Emmerson) 
Meal Periods:  
Construction and 
Transportation 
Industries 

Specifies that provisions in the Industrial Welfare Commission’s wage order pertaining to meal 
periods do not apply to an employee in a construction occupation; a commercial driver; an 
employee in the security services industry; an employee of an electrical or gas corporation; or an 
employee of a local publicly owned electric utility if all of the following conditions are satisfied:  
(1) the employee is covered by a valid collective bargaining agreement;  (2) the valid collective 
bargaining agreement expressly provides for the wages, hours of work, and working conditions of 
employees; and  (c) the valid collective bargaining agreement expressly provides for meal periods, 
final and binding arbitration of disputes concerning the application of its meal period provisions, 
premium wage rates for all overtime hours worked, and a regular hourly rate of pay of not less than 
30 percent more than the state minimum wage rate. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 619 
(Blumenfield) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Contracts 

Requires any entity applying for a contract with the High-Speed Rail Authority related to the high-
speed train network to affirmatively certify in advance of submitting a formal bid whether it had 
any direct involvement in the deportation of any individuals to extermination camps, work camps, 
concentration camps, prisoner of war camps, or any similar camps during the period from January 
1, 1942, through December 31, 1944. 

7/15/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 726 
(Nielsen) 
Local Roadway 
Rehabilitation Projects 

States that local roadway rehabilitation projects are eligible for funding under the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 732 
(Jeffries) 
Design-Sequencing 
Contracts 

Extends the authority for Caltrans to use the design-sequencing method of contracting for the 
design and construction of not more than nine transportation projects from January 1, 2010, to July 
1, 2010. 

6/16/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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AB 744 
(Torrico) 
Bay Area Express 
Lane Network 

Authorizes the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA) to develop, acquire, administer, operate, and 
maintain a regional express lane network on state highways within the geographic jurisdiction of 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) in a collaborative manner with the congestion 
management agencies (CMAs) in the Bay Area, Caltrans and the California Highway Patrol (CHP).  
Creates the Bay Area Express Lane Network Project Oversight Committee to recommend policies 
related to the network to BATA, including an express lane development plan.  Specifies that the 
plan would consist of the following two elements:  (1) a phasing plan for the development of the 
express lane network, which would include a definition of the geographic boundaries of each of the 
express lane corridors in the network; and  (2) an operational plan, which would include 
consistency standards for the network related to geometric design, signage, safe and simple 
operations, technology, pricing policies and goals, carpool occupancy requirements, hours of 
operation, maintenance, enforcement, marketing, tort liability, and performance standards.  
Requires the committee to establish corridor working groups for each express lane corridor.  
Requires each corridor working group to prepare a project initiation document to assess the 
feasibility and desirability of express lanes in the corridor, as well as to develop a corridor 
investment plan.  Requires the corridor investment plan to consist of the following:  (a) phased 
development of the segment of the regional express lane network within the corridor of the group;  
(b) carpool occupancy and fee policies;  (c) local funding for the development of part or all of the 
segment of the network within the corridor of the group;  (d) proposed reimbursement of local 
agencies for prior expenditures on elements of the network;  (e) proposals as to which agencies 
would perform the work described in the corridor investment plan;  (f) an examination of equity 
considerations;  (g) a proposal for improving public transit services in the corridor;  (h) an 
examination of safety and operations, including express lane ingress and egress; and  (i) projects 
and programs to be funded with any net revenues generated by the corridor, giving the highest 
priority to projects and programs that would provide cost-effective transit.  Authorizes BATA to 
issue revenue bonds to finance the development of the regional express lane network, and to pledge 
toll revenues from the Bay Area’s state-owned toll bridges as a “backstop” for those bonds.  Allows 
BATA to increase the tolls collected on those bridges if that action is necessary to meet the 
obligations of the revenue bonds.  Allows BATA to expend toll bridge revenues on the regional 
express lane network provided that:  (a) funding from other sources is not available; and  (b) BATA 
projects that funding the network will not necessitate an increase in bridge toll rates or preclude 
BATA from upholding its contractual and statutory obligations.  Requires all revenues generated by 
the network to be deposited in the Bay Area Express Lane Network Account, which BATA would 
create.  Requires BATA to return 95 percent of any revenues net of operating, maintenance, 
financing, and administration costs to the corridors where the net revenues are generated for the 
purpose of funding projects and programs identified in the relevant corridor investment plan.  
Requires the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), the Alameda County Congestion 
Management Agency and the Sunol Smart Carpool Lane Joint Powers Authority to enter into 
agreements with BATA by January 1, 2011, to provide for the transfer of their rights and 
obligations relative to express lane projects to BATA.  Requires BATA to provide vehicle owners 
with the option of obtaining a FasTrak account using cash or a check, and without having to 
provide a name or address.  Prohibits BATA from converting existing non-tolled general purpose 
lanes to express lanes. 

7/15/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

Support 

7.a
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AB 827 
(De La Torre) 
Local Public 
Employees 

On or after January 1, 2011, prohibits any contract executed or renewed between a local agency and 
an excluded employee from including any of the following:  (1) an automatic renewal of the 
contract;  (2) an automatic increase in compensation that exceeds a cost-of-living adjustment;  (3) 
an automatic increase in compensation that is linked to another contract; or  (4) a maximum cash 
settlement that exceeds the amounts established in existing law.  Requires a performance review to 
occur prior to increasing the salary of an excluded employee.  Defines “excluded employee” as any 
person who is or will be employed by, and report directly to, the legislative body of a local agency, 
and is not subject to the Meyers-Milias-Brown Act or the Education Code’s employee relations 
provisions. 

8/27/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 987 
(Ma) 
Transit Village 
Development Districts 

Recasts the area included in a transit village development district to include all land within not 
more than a half mile of the main entrance of a public transit station. 

8/18/10 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

AB 1030 
(Blumenfield) 
Caltrans:  Renewable 
Energy Projects 

In consultation with Caltrans, authorizes the Institute of the Environment at the University of 
California-Los Angeles (UCLA) to undertake a project for mapping the renewable energy 
development potential of state-owned real property under the direction and control of Caltrans.  
Requires Caltrans to respond within 90 days to any proposal to develop a renewable energy project 
as to whether:  (a) the property is available for sale, lease or encroachment permit; and  (b) the 
project would be compatible with the current and projected use of that property. 

7/13/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 1375 
(Galgiani) 
California High-Speed 
Rail Authority:  
Personnel 

Exempts the executive director of the California High-Speed Rail Authority from civil service.  For 
purposes of managing and administering the ongoing work of the High-Speed Rail Authority in 
implementing the high-speed train project, allows the Governor, upon the recommendation of the 
authority’s executive director, to appoint up to six additional employees, who would:  (a) be 
exempt from civil service; and  (b) serve at the pleasure of the authority’s executive director. 

6/22/10 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 1405 
(De Leon) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
California Climate 
Change Community 
Benefits Fund 

Requires a minimum of 10 percent of the revenues generated each year from the state sale of 
instruments for market-based compliance mechanisms under the California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006, other than revenues collected for administrative purposes, to be deposited in 
the California Climate Change Community Benefits Fund.  Requires the revenues in the fund to be 
used solely in the most impacted and disadvantaged communities in the state to fund programs or 
projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, or mitigate direct health or environmental impacts 
of climate change in those communities. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1500 
(Lieu) 
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission Vehicles 

Unless pre-empted by federal law, extends the authorization for low-emission vehicles to use high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of vehicle occupants from January 1, 
2011, to January 1, 2015. 

5/26/10 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#37 

 

7.a
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AB 1670 
(Beall) 
Relinquishment of 
State Routes 82 and 
130 

Authorizes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to relinquish the following to the city 
of San Jose:  (a) the portion of State Route 82 from U.S. 101 to I-880; and (b) the portion of State 
Route 130 within the city limits. 

7/15/10 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

AB 1760 
(Blumenfield) 
Design-Sequencing 
Contracts 

Authorizes Caltrans to award design-sequencing contracts for the design and construction of not 
more than five transportation projects until January 1, 2014.  Defines “design-sequencing” as a 
method of contracting that enables the sequencing of design activities to permit each construction 
phase to commence when design for that phase is complete, instead of requiring design for the 
entire project to be completed before commencing construction.  Provides that under a design-
sequencing contract, Caltrans would serve as the responsible agency for the performance of design 
work.  In selecting projects for design-sequencing, requires Caltrans to attempt to:  (a) balance 
geographical areas among projects;  (b) pursue diversity in the types of projects undertaken; and  
(c) consider selecting projects that improve interregional and intercounty routes.  Allows Caltrans 
to use employees or consultants for design-sequencing contracts, consistent with the provisions in 
the state Constitution. 

7/15/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1784 
(Fong) 
VTA:  Local Roadway 
Projects 

Authorizes the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) to manage the construction of 
improvement projects on local roadways under the jurisdiction of the 15 cities within Santa Clara 
County or the county, if requested by a city or the county to do so. 

4/12/10 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#57 

Sponsor 

AB 1805 
(Calderon) 
CEQA Litigation 
Protection Pilot 
Program of 2010 

Establishes the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Litigation Protection Pilot Program.  
Requires the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to select 25 projects for each calendar 
year between 2010 and 2014 to participate in the program.  For a project to qualify for the program, 
requires the lead agency to certify that the environmental impact report (EIR) for the project will be 
certified within 12 months.  In selecting projects for the program, requires the Business, 
Transportation & Housing Agency to consider the following:  (1) the number and quality of jobs 
that would be created by the project;  (2) the amount of capital investment made by the project; and  
(3) a balance between projects sponsored by public and private entities.  Provides that a lead 
agency’s decision to certify an EIR or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial 
study for a project selected to participate in the pilot program is not subject to judicial review. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 1830 
(Jones) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Rolling Stock and 
Equipment Purchases 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to make every effort to purchase high-speed 
train rolling stock and related equipment manufactured in the state, consistent with federal and state 
laws. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1871 
(Jones) 
Personal Vehicle 
Sharing 

Authorizes private passenger vehicle owners to make their cars available for use by a vehicle 
sharing program without impacting their private passenger automobile insurance policy. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 
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AB 1955 
(De La Torre) 
Local Government:  
Compensation 

Based on a review of public records or reported salary information, requires the Controller’s Office 
to determine whether a city is an “excess compensation city,” as defined.  Once a redevelopment 
agency has received written notice from the Controller’s Office that its city is an excess 
compensation city, prohibits the redevelopment agency from:  (a) adopting a redevelopment plan 
for a new project area;  (b) amending an existing plan for existing project areas;  (c) issuing new 
bonds, notes, interim certificates, debentures, or other obligations; and  (d) encumbering any funds 
or expending any money from any source except as specified.  Requires any individual contract of 
employment or amendment to a contract of employment with an individual who is employed by, 
and reports directly to, the legislative body of a local agency to be ratified in an open session of the 
legislative body after prescribed information regarding the contract or amendment is made 
available in a conspicuous location on the local agency’s Internet Web site, if it maintains one, and 
in a location that is freely accessible to the public no later than five days prior to the meeting to 
ratify or amend the contract. 

8/30/10 Senate Floor: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 1958 
(Caballero) 
State Departments:  
Budget Cuts 

States the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to require each state department to make 
recommendations on reducing its costs by 5 percent, and to use those cost savings to fund pre-
approved infrastructure projects not funded by existing bond proceeds. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2064 
(Huber) 
Public Employees:  
Compensation 
Disclosure 

Requires a county, city, school district, special district, or joint powers agency to post on its official 
Internet Web site, if it maintains one, annual salary information pertaining to each elected or 
appointed official, superintendent, deputy superintendent, assistant superintendent, associate 
superintendent, general manager, city manager, county administrator, and other similar chief 
administrative officer or executive officer. 

8/31/10 Senate 
Governmental 
Organization 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2097 
(Miller) 
Vehicles:  Confidential 
Home Addresses 

Requires a person who requests the confidentiality of his or her home address to provide the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) with a current employment address for purposes of 
processing the service and collection of a traffic, parking or toll road violation. 

5/28/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2098 
(Miller) 
RCTC:  Design-Build 
Contracting 

Authorizes the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC), subject to California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) approval, to utilize design-build contracting for the State Route 
91 Corridor Improvements Project on the state highway system.  Makes Caltrans responsible for 
the performance of construction inspection services for the project. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 2113 
(Evans) 
Local Taxation 

Authorizes a county board of supervisors to place on the ballot either or both of the following for 
consideration by the voters in accordance with all constitutional and statutory requirements:  (1) a 
local personal income tax; or  (2) a local vehicle license fee. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 
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AB 2121 
(Harkey) 
High-Speed Rail:  Six-
Year Program and 
Annual Report 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to annually adopt a six-year high-speed train 
program for submission to the Legislature.  Requires the program to include a listing of all capital 
improvement projects that are expected to need an appropriation in the annual Budget Act during 
the next six fiscal years.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to prepare and submit to the 
Legislature an annual report.  Requires the report to include all of the following:  (1) a description 
of the progress made for each project within each high-speed train segment;  (2) the baseline budget 
for support and capital outlay construction costs for each segment;  (3) the current or projected 
program budget for support or capital outlay construction costs for each segment;  (4) expenditures 
to date for support and capital outlay construction costs for each segment;  (5) a comparison of the 
current or projected schedule and the baseline schedule;  (6) a summary of the milestones achieved 
for each segment during the annual period, and any issues identified and actions taken to address 
those issues; and  (7) a detailed financial plan, including any necessary taxes, fees, bonds, or other 
indebtedness to pay for the construction of the high-speed train network. 

5/28/10 Senate Rules 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2124 
(Villines) 
Caltrans:  Damage to 
Local Roadways 

Specifies that Caltrans shall be responsible for damage inflicted on any roadway under the 
jurisdiction of a local agency resulting from activities performed by the department’s own 
employees or its contractors during maintenance or construction work on a state highway. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 
 

 

AB 2127 
(Nestande) 
Non-Emergency 
Medical 
Transportation 

Requires the Department of Health Care Services to establish a two-year pilot program in at least 
three counties to evaluate a non-emergency medical transportation model in which the state would 
contract with a broker to manage the provision of non-emergency medical transportation services to 
Medi-Cal beneficiaries.  Requires the department to monitor the pilot program, evaluate the 
outcomes and savings, and provide the fiscal committees of the Legislature with a report on its 
findings and recommendations.  If it determines that the pilot program is cost effective, authorizes 
the department to implement the program statewide at any time and to continue the operation of the 
program indefinitely. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Health 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2147 
(V. Perez) 
Safe Routes to School 

In awarding grants to local governmental agencies, including to a school district, under the Safe 
Routes to School Program, requires Caltrans, as part of the rating process, to consider:  (a) the 
benefit of a particular project to a low-income school; and  (b) the degree to which a project reflects 
the participation, input and priorities of community stakeholders. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 2311 
(Mendoza) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Transportation Fuels 

Requires the executive officer of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to conduct three 
reviews on the implementation of the low-carbon fuel standard regulations adopted by CARB to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions from transportation fuels.  Requires the CARB executive officer 
to establish a Low-Carbon Fuel Standard Advisory Panel for purposes of participating in the 
reviews. 

4/19/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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AB 2313 
(Buchanan) 
CEQA:  Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions 

Prior to the adoption of a regional transportation plan (RTP) for a region in which a residential or 
mixed-use residential project is located, provides that a lead agency, for purposes of complying 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), may use a threshold of significance for 
greenhouse gas emissions adopted for the project by the air quality management district within 
which the project is located to determine whether the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment due to the emission of greenhouse gases. 

6/21/10 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2324 
(J. Perez) 
Public Transit 
Facilities 

Prohibits the following:  (a) a person from knowingly possessing specified weapons within a sterile 
area of a public transit facility;  (b) an unauthorized person from knowingly entering a restricted 
area of a public transit facility if the area has been posted with notices restricting access to 
authorized personnel only; and  (c) a person from intentionally avoiding submission to screening 
and inspection when entering or re-entering a sterile area of a public transit facility.  Defines 
“sterile area” to mean any portion of a public transit facility that is generally controlled in a manner 
consistent with a public transit agency’s security plan.  Increases the penalties for repeat fare 
evasion offenders and for certain acts of public transit passenger misconduct. 

8/20/10 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

AB 2329 
(Ruskin) 
Climate Action Team 

Creates the Climate Action Team consisting of the following representation:  (a) secretary of the 
California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA);  (b) secretary of the Natural Resources 
Agency;  (c) chairperson of the California Air Resources Board (CARB);  (d) chairperson of the 
Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission;  (e) president of the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC);  (f) secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency;  (g) secretary of the Department of Food and Agriculture;  (h) secretary of the Department 
of Consumer Affairs;  (i) secretary of the Health and Human Services Agency;  (j) director of the 
Office of Planning and Research; and  (k) secretary of the Labor and Workforce Development 
Agency.  Consistent with the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, requires the Climate Action 
Team to coordinate the state’s overall climate change policy.  To meet the goals of the Global 
Warming Solutions Act, requires the Climate Action Team to do all of the following:  (1) identify 
and review activities, funding programs and revenues of state agencies that may need to be 
coordinated;  (2) recommend policies, investment strategies and priorities; and  (3) provide 
information to local governments that will assist them with their own climate change efforts.  
Requires the Natural Resources Agency, by June 1, 2012, to prepare and submit to the Climate 
Action Team the California Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation Plan, which would provide for 
the protection of the state’s natural resources, public health, infrastructure, and economic vitality 
from the ongoing and expected impacts of climate change.  Requires the Natural Resources Agency 
to update the plan every three years in order to incorporate new information regarding the impacts 
of climate change, as well as new strategies to address adaptation. 

8/2/10 Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2509 
(Hayashi) 
Transit Village Plans:  
Educational Facilities 

Adds educational facilities and other land uses that provide direct linkages for people traveling to 
and from primary and secondary schools, community colleges and universities to the list of 
specified characteristics that a transit village plan may address. 

4/8/10 Senate Rules 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

Support 

7.a
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AB 2516 
(Hill) 
Accessible Housing 
Task Force 

Requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to establish the Accessible 
Housing Task Force to develop strategies to increase the amount of housing that is both accessible 
to the elderly and disabled, and located near public transit.  Requires the task force to submit a 
report to the Governor and Legislature no later than June 30, 2012, that does all of the following:  
(1) recommends strategies to improve the identification and marketing of multifamily dwelling 
units that comply with the state’s disabled accessibility building standards for multifamily dwelling 
units;  (2) recommends policies that cities, counties and the state could adopt that would encourage 
the voluntary construction of new units or the retrofit of existing units within a half mile of public 
transit stations and bus hubs in a manner that provides for live-in occupancy of one or more 
individuals with severe mobility impairments; and  (3) recommends voluntary design options, 
possible revisions to building code regulations, local incentive options, and any suggested statutory 
changes that are needed to improve the accessibility of new and existing dwelling units that are 
located within a half mile of public transit stations or bus hubs. 

4/27/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2518 
(V. Perez) 
California 
Infrastructure and 
Economic 
Development Bank:  
Local Assistance 
Program 

Requires the California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank to establish a local 
assistance program to provide technical support to the state’s small and rural communities in 
obtaining financing for local infrastructure projects. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2520 
(Solorio) 
Proposition 116 
Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for a project funded through Proposition 116, the Clean Air and 
Transportation Improvement Act of 1990, to apply for a letter of no prejudice (LONP) that would 
allow the agency to expend its own funds for any bond-funded component of the project, subject to 
later reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain conditions. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2534 
(Fuentes) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Impacted 
Communities 

Allows the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to use a portion of the revenues generated 
from a market-based compliance mechanism established pursuant to the Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006 for expenditure on communities experiencing increased exposure to air pollutants to 
the extent that CARB determines that this increased exposure is caused by the implementation of 
the market-based compliance mechanism regulation. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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AB 2579 
(Evans) 
Master Plan for 
Infrastructure 
Financing and 
Development 
Commission 

Creates the Master Plan for Infrastructure Financing and Development Commission.  Specifies that 
the mission of the commission is to develop and recommend a plan to be presented to the Governor 
and Legislature that provides for financing, building and maintaining the infrastructure necessary to 
meet the needs of Californians from the present to the year 2050.  States the intent of the 
Legislature that the commission provide long-term guidelines for California’s infrastructure needs 
and a prioritized plan that meets those needs by doing all of the following:  (1) project population, 
social and economic trends through 2050;  (2) utilize the projects to assess the state’s capital needs 
for transportation, education, housing, and water through 2050, including the need for private 
capital to augment or complement public financing;  (3) assess the availability of private and public 
funds to support jointly sponsored projects throughout the period from the present to 2050;  (4) 
assess the status and fiscal value of dedicating future revenues to specific infrastructure 
construction and maintenance, including transportation and schools;  (5) recommend a financing 
plan for the state’s capital needs through 2050, with a priority plan for each five-year interval, 
including evaluation and recommendations of various financing methods that are feasible and may 
be of benefit to the state and local governments; and  (6) incorporate the findings of ongoing state 
infrastructure planning and reporting requirements.  Requires the commission to submit its final 
report to the Governor and Legislature by December 1, 2012.  Requires the commission to be 
dissolved 30 days after issuance of its final report. 

4/19/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2620 
(Eng) 
Caltrans:  Indirect 
Overhead Costs 

Precludes Caltrans from charging indirect overhead costs for reimbursable work performed by the 
department on behalf of local agencies for locally funded state highway projects. 

6/22/10 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2640 
(Arambula) 
Income Taxes: Free 
and Subsidized 
Parking 

Until January 1, 2016, subjects free or subsidized parking to income taxes by removing its 
exclusion from the calculation of gross income. 

5/18/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

AB 2663 
(Lowenthal) 
Highway Users Tax 
Account 

Provides that if the Legislature transfers, borrows or suspends allocated revenues from the Highway 
Users Tax Account (HUTA), the respective transaction would be suspended during the months of 
July, August and September to alleviate the impact on cities that follow the federal fiscal year. 

8/17/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 2691 
(Hall) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  Fees 

Prohibits a state or local agency from imposing a greenhouse gas emissions fee on a source of 
greenhouse gas emissions that is subject to either of the following:  (a) a market-based compliance 
mechanism; or  (b) a fee regulation adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). 

4/6/10 Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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AB 2703 
(J. Perez) 
Proposition 1A Rail 
Transit Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for an intercity, commuter or urban rail transit capital improvement 
project funded through the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st 
Century (Proposition 1A) to apply to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) for a letter 
of no prejudice (LONP) that would allow the agency to expend its own funds for any bond-funded 
component of the project, subject to later reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain 
conditions. 

8/3/10 Senate Rules 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

Support 

AB 2704 
(Gaines) 
Local Snow Removal 
Funding 

Requires Highway Users Tax Account funding to cities and counties for local snow removal to be 
maintained, as in effect on January 1, 2010. 

4/8/10 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#101 

 

AB 2754 
(J. Perez) 
Planning and State 
Clearinghouse Unit 

Establishes the Planning and State Clearinghouse Unit within the Office of Planning and Research 
to annually evaluate the functional plans of each state department and agency to assure that they are 
consistent with the state’s planning goals. 

7/15/10 Governor’s 
Office 

 

ACA 3 
(Blakeslee) 
State General 
Obligation Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to require an 
initiative measure authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds in a total amount 
exceeding $1 billion to either provide additional tax or fee revenues, eliminate existing programs or 
both as necessary to fully fund the bonds in order to be placed on the ballot. 

6/16/09 Assembly Floor  

ACA 4 
(Feuer) 
State and Local 
Government Reform 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution that makes a series 
of changes to various state budget and legislative processes.  Specifically, does all of the following:  
(1) implements a “pay-as-you-go” system for the Governor’s budget, and the majority of legislation 
and initiatives;  (2) limits how one-time state revenues could be expended;  (3) requires the 
Legislature to review state programs once every 10 years;  (4) allows the Budget Act to be a 
approved by a simple majority vote of the Legislature;  (5) requires a two-thirds majority vote to 
approve fees when they are being used to fund a program, service or activity that was previously 
funded by revenues from a tax;  (6) forfeits legislator pay, after June 25th, if the Assembly and 
Senate have not passed the Budget Act; and  (7) provides the Governor with mid-year authority to 
cut the budget if the Legislature does not act prior to the 45th day of a fiscal emergency. 

5/10/10 Assembly 
Budget 
Committee 

 

ACA 5 
(Calderon) 
State General 
Obligation Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to require an 
initiative measure authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds to be approved by a 55 
percent majority of the electorate. 

7/14/09 Assembly Floor  

7.a
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State Assembly 
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Subject Last 
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ACA 9 
(Huffman) 
Local Governments:  
Special Taxes 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to impose, extend or increase any special tax if the tax is approved by its electorate by a 55 
percent majority.  Also allows a local agency to incur indebtedness in the form of general 
obligation bonds to fund any of the following:  (a) the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
or replacement of public infrastructure improvements, and facilities or buildings used primarily to 
provide sheriff, police or fire protection services to the public;  (b) affordable housing; and  (c) the 
acquisition or lease of real estate for public infrastructure improvements, public safety facilities or 
buildings, and affordable housing, if the bond issuance is approved by its electorate by a 55 percent 
majority.  Creates an exception to the 1 percent limit for property tax assessments if the revenues 
are being used to pay bonded indebtedness, approved by a 55 percent majority vote, to fund any of 
the following:  (a) the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of public 
infrastructure improvements, and facilities or buildings used primarily to provide sheriff, police or 
fire protection services to the public;  (b) affordable housing; and  (c) the acquisition or lease of real 
estate for public infrastructure improvements, public safety facilities or buildings, and affordable 
housing. 

6/26/09 Assembly Floor Support 

ACA 13 
(Hernandez) 
Initiatives 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Specifically, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to immediately transmit 
an initiative measure to the Legislature.  Allows the Legislature to amend an initiative measure that 
proposes to change the Constitution and adopt it as a legislative constitutional amendment by 
concurrent resolution.  If the proponents of the initiative measure accept the legislative 
constitutional amendment in lieu of the initiative measure, the n the legislative constitutional 
amendment would be submitted to the voters instead of the initiative measure.  Allows an initiative 
measure transmitted to the Legislature that only proposes a statute to be introduced in the 
Legislature as a bill.  Provides that if such a bill is enacted and the proponents of the initiative 
measure accept any amendments of the Legislature, then the Secretary of State’s Office shall not 
submit the initiative measure to the voters.  If the Legislature returns an initiative measure to the 
Secretary of State’s Office within 30 legislative session days after it has been transmitted to the 
Legislature and the measure is certified to have been signed by the requisite number of voters, 
requires the Secretary of State’s Office to place the measure on the ballot.  If the Legislature does 
not return an initiative measure to the Secretary of State’s Office within 30 legislative session days 
after it has been transmitted to the Legislature, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to place the 
measure on the ballot if it is certified to have been signed by the requisite number of voters. 

6/1/10 Assembly Floor  

ACA 15 
(Arambula) 
Local Governments:  
Transportation Special 
Taxes 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to impose, extend or increase a special tax for the purpose of providing funding for local 
transportation projects if the tax is approved by its electorate by a 55 percent majority. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Floor Support 

7.a
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State Assembly 
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Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
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ACA 16 
(Nestande) 
State General 
Obligation Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow the 
Legislature to approve general obligation bond measures only for the purpose of funding long-term 
infrastructure.  Defines “long-term infrastructure” to mean any of the following:  (a) the acquisition 
of land, including easements, rights-of-way and other interests in land;  (b) the construction or 
acquisition of improvements to land, including structures and equipment integral to the operation of 
those structures; and  (c) the construction or acquisition of roadways and water conveyances. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

7.a



 
State Senate Bills 

 
State Senate Bills Subject Last 

Amended 
Status VTA 

Position 

SB 8 
(Huff) 
Performance-Based 
Budgeting 

Requires the Department of Finance to develop performance budgeting pilot projects under which the 
budgets of at least four state departments would be analyzed by specific criteria. 

3/23/09 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 10 
(Leno) 
Local Vehicle 
Assessment 

Authorizes counties and San Francisco to impose a voter-approved local vehicle assessment at a rate 
not to exceed 2 percent of the market value of each motor vehicle or trailer coach registered within their 
respective jurisdictions for general revenue purposes if:  (a) the board of supervisors approves an 
ordinance to that effect by a two-thirds vote; and  (b) the assessment is approved by a majority vote of 
the electorate.  Specifies that the bill is not to be construed to supplant any funds that the state 
apportions to counties and San Francisco, including those apportioned under the Vehicle License Fee 
Law. 

7/8/09 Assembly Floor: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 409 
(Ducheny) 
Strategic Rail 
Connectivity Plan 

Requires the five members of the California High-Speed Rail Authority appointed by the Governor to 
be confirmed by the Senate.  Requires the authority to annually adopt and submit a five-year High-
Speed Rail Passenger Train Program to the Governor and Legislature.  Requires the program to include 
a listing of all capital improvement projects that are expected to need an appropriation in the annual 
Budget Act for the following five years.  Requires Caltrans to prepare a five-year Strategic Rail 
Connectivity Plan for the state, the focus of which would be to identify opportunities for passenger rail 
system improvements and linkages.  Requires this plan to:  (a) include desirable linkages and feeder 
opportunities between high-speed rail, and conventional intercity rail, commuter rail and rail transit;  
(b) identify the coordination in planning and capital investments necessary to maximize the 
opportunities for each of those services in providing a cohesive, connected and easy-to-use system for 
Californians;  (c) identify future right-of-way needs for passenger rail lines in connection with state and 
local highway system improvements; and  (d) include other matters that offer opportunities for 
statewide coordination, such as the efficient movement of goods. 

8/2/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 455 
(Lowenthal) 
California High-
Speed Rail 
Authority:  
Gubernatorial 
Appointments 

Requires the five gubernatorial appointments to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to be 
confirmed by the Senate. 

8/19/10 Governor’s Office  

2009-2010 Legislative History        Page 14 of 26  
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State Senate Bills Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

SB 474 
(Ducheny) 
Innovative 
Contracting and 
Financing Pilot 
Programs 

Prior to entering into any agreement pursuant to a state pilot program involving public-private 
partnerships or design-build, requires the lead agency for the project to pass a resolution that identifies 
the anticipated benefits from using those methods in comparison to using traditional contracting or 
financing methods. 

8/2/10 Governor’s Office  

SB 476 
(Correa) 
CEQA:  Non-
Compliance 
Allegations 

Clarifies provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that prescribe when and how 
a person may bring an action or a proceeding against a project before a public entity. 

4/30/09 Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 501 
(Correa) 
Local Government:  
Compensation 
Disclosure 

Requires elected or appointed officers of a county, city, school district, special district, or joint powers 
agency who is required by state law to file a statement of economic interests to also annually file a 
disclosure form that provides compensation information for the preceding year.  Requires the following 
information to be disclosed:  (1) annual salary or stipend;  (2) local agency payments to the filer’s 
deferred compensation or defined benefit plans;  (3) automobile and equipment allowances;  (4) 
supplemental incentive and bonus payments; and  (5) local agency payments to the filer that are in 
excess of the standard benefits that the local agency offers for all other employees. 

8/20/10 Senate  Floor: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 535 
(Yee) 
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission and Fuel-
Efficient Vehicles 

Unless pre-empted by federal law, extends the authorization for vehicles that meet California’s super 
ultra-low exhaust emission standard and the federal inherently low-emission evaporative emission 
standard to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of vehicle occupants to 
January 1, 2015.  Between January 1, 2012, and January 1, 2015, allows vehicles that meet California’s 
enhanced advanced technology partial zero-emission vehicle standard to travel in HOV lanes without 
the required number of passengers, but limits the number of decals that the Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) can issue for this privilege to 40,000.  Ends the authorization for regular hybrid 
vehicles to use HOV lanes without the required number of passengers on July 1, 2011. 

6/24/10 Signed into Law: 
Chapter #215 

 

SB 632 
(Correa) 
Local Government:  
Compensation 

Based on a review of public records or reported salary information, requires the Controller’s Office to 
determine whether a city is an “excess compensation city,” as defined.  Once a redevelopment agency 
has received written notice from the Controller’s Office that its city is an excess compensation city, 
prohibits the redevelopment agency from:  (a) adopting a redevelopment plan for a new project area;  
(b) amending an existing plan for existing project areas;  (c) issuing new bonds, notes, interim 
certificates, debentures, or other obligations; and  (d) encumbering any funds or expending any money 
from any source except as specified.  Requires any individual contract of employment or amendment to 
a contract of employment with an individual who is employed by, and reports directly to, the legislative 
body of a local agency to be ratified in an open session of the legislative body after prescribed 
information regarding the contract or amendment is made available in a conspicuous location on the 
local agency’s Internet Web site, if it maintains one, and in a location that is freely accessible to the 
public no later than five days prior to the meeting to ratify or amend the contract. 

8/31/10 Assembly Floor: 
Failed Passage 
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Amended 
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Position 

SB 845 
(Budget Committee) 
Countywide 
Strategic Action Plan 

Authorizes local government entities to develop and implement a Countywide Strategic Action Plan to 
jointly use existing and additional resources to ensure progress toward common community goals.  In 
counties where a Countywide Strategic Action Plan has been adopted, allows the board of supervisors 
to place before the voters a local sales tax increase of up to 1 percent.  If approved by a simple majority 
vote, requires the revenues from the sales tax increase to be distributed pursuant to the adopted 
Countywide Strategic Action Plan. 

3/18/10 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 879 
(Cox) 
Design-Build 
Contracting:  
Counties 

Extends the authority of counties to use design-build contracting for construction projects in excess of 
$2.5 million until July 1, 2014. 

8/16/10 Governor’s Office  

SB 901 
(Ashburn) 
Proposition 1B 
Grade Separation 
Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for a grade separation or railroad crossing project funded through the 
Proposition 1B Highway-Railroad Crossing Safety Account to apply for a letter of no prejudice 
(LONP) that would allow the agency to expend its own funds for any bond-funded component of the 
project, subject to later reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain conditions. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

Support 

SB 927 
(Huff) 
HOV Lanes 

Makes several technical, non-substantive changes to state statutes pertaining to high-occupancy vehicle 
(HOV) lanes. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 964 
(Alquist) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Workforce 
Development 
Program 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to contract with the California Employment 
Development Department to develop a labor market assessment of the workforce, and identify the 
education and skills needed to:  (a) construct a high-speed train system in the state; and  (b) operate and 
maintain a high-speed train system, as necessary to aid the High-Speed Rail Authority in planning the 
construction of the system.  Requires the assessment to include a recommended strategy to ensure that 
training programs are in place to facilitate the availability of a skilled, in-state workforce to participate, 
to the maximum extent feasible, in the construction of California’s high-speed train system.  
Appropriates $500,000 from the amount of Proposition 1A high-speed rail bond funds set aside for 
environmental studies, planning and preliminary engineering to implement this bill. 

6/30/10 Governor’s Office Support 

7.a
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SB 965 
(DeSaulnier) 
High-Speed Rail:  
ARRA Funding 

Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to 
expend federal funds made available to it under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
for conducting environmental studies, planning analyses and preliminary engineering activities, as well 
as for implementing capital projects related to the state’s high-speed train system.  Requires the High-
Speed Rail Authority to use Proposition 1A bond money to match any ARRA funding, if a match is 
required.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to take those actions necessary to ensure that any 
federal funds appropriated to it are obligated and expended in a manner that:  (1) meets all applicable 
federal deadlines;  (2) maximizes job creation in California at the earliest feasible time;  (3) expedites 
the completion of vital high-speed rail infrastructure projects that improve rail-highway safety, mobility 
and performance;  (4) makes the most efficient use of available state bond funds; and  (5) is consistent 
with current state law.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to submit to the Legislative Analyst’s 
Office and to the Legislature an adopted plan for the expenditure of ARRA funds.  Requires the plan to 
include:  (1) a description of the projects proposed for funding, including a discussion of each project’s 
independent utility;  (2) the location of each project;  (3) the baseline budget for each project, including 
support costs and estimated capital costs;  (4) the amount of federal and state funds, including 
Proposition 1A bond proceeds and private money, proposed to be committed to each project;  (5) the 
proposed baseline schedule, with project milestones, and the completion date for each project; and  (6) 
the number of jobs that each project is estimated to create or maintain in California.  Specifies that the 
provisions of the bill do not apply to the Transbay Transit Center Project in San Francisco. 

8/20/10 Governor’s Office  

SB 976 
(Hollingsworth) 
CEQA Exemption:  
Overpass and Ramp 
Expansion Projects 

Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) projects that would expand an 
existing overpass, on-ramp or off-ramp that is built on an easement or right-of-way under the control of 
Caltrans, a local transportation agency, a city, or a county. 

3/22/10 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1010 
(Correa) 
CEQA Litigation 
Protection Pilot 
Program of 2010 

Establishes the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Litigation Protection Pilot Program.  
Requires the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to select 25 projects for each calendar year 
between 2010 and 2014 to participate in the program.  For a project to qualify for the program, requires 
the lead agency to certify that the environmental impact report (EIR) for the project will be certified 
within 12 months.  In selecting projects for the program, requires the Business, Transportation & 
Housing Agency to consider the following:  (1) the number and quality of jobs that would be created by 
the project;  (2) the amount of capital investment made by the project; and  (3) a balance between 
projects sponsored by public and private entities.  Provides that a lead agency’s decision to certify an 
EIR or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial study for a project selected to 
participate in the pilot program is not subject to judicial review. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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SB 1020 
(Wolk) 
Performance-Based 
Budgeting 

Beginning in FY 2015, requires the budget submitted by the Governor to the Legislature to be 
developed pursuant to performance-based budgeting for each state agency and department.  When 
preparing their individual budgets, requires state agencies and departments to use performance-based 
budgeting methods that make it clear to policymakers and the public the value and results of existing 
operations and proposed changes.  Requires agency and departmental budgets to identify and update all 
of the following:  (1) the mission and goals of the agency or department;  (2) the activities and 
programs focused on achieving those goals;  (3) performance metrics that reflect desired outcomes for 
existing and proposed activities, and a targeted performance level for the following year;  (4) prior-year 
performance data and an explanation of deviation from previous-year targets; and  (5) proposed 
changes in statute, including the creation of incentives or the elimination of disincentives that could 
improve outcomes or hold down costs.  Requires the Legislature to establish a process for reviewing the 
performance of all state programs at least once every 10 years. 

8/2/10 Assembly Budget 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1061 
(Hancock) 
Bay Bridge:  
Bicycle-Pedestrian 
Pathway 

Allows a bicycle-pedestrian-maintenance pathway on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge to be 
funded with state-owned toll bridge revenues under the jurisdiction of the Bay Area Toll Authority 
(BATA), provided that the project is included in the adopted Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  
Prior to approving the project and authorizing construction, requires BATA to make a finding that the 
pathway does not fundamentally alter the profile of the bridge.  Prohibits BATA from increasing tolls 
to fund the project. 

5/25/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1120 
(Dutton) 
California Global 
Warming Solutions 
Act:  Cap and Trade 

Prohibits the California Air Resources Board (CARB) from implementing a market-based compliance 
mechanism pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 that includes caps on 
greenhouse gas emissions and trading among participants unless it is part of a legally enforceable 
regional or federal program. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1205 
(Corbett) 
Bay Area Disaster 
Recovery Planning 
Council 

Establishes the Bay Area Disaster Recovery Planning Council to create a long-term regional disaster 
recovery plan for the San Francisco Bay Area.  In developing the plan, requires the council to cooperate 
with various stakeholders in the region, including cities, counties, special districts, school districts, 
emergency managers, hospitals, members of the public, private businesses, and non-governmental 
organizations.  Provides that the scope and purpose of the recovery plan is to enhance the region’s 
resiliency following a disaster by:  (a) increasing the speed of rebuilding lifeline infrastructure;  (b) 
planning for temporary transportation and public transit programs during the repair of the region’s 
transportation system;  (c) enhancing government management capacity for large-scale capital projects 
and programs;  (d) planning for the reconstruction of housing damaged by a disaster;  (e) creating 
mechanisms to assist businesses with temporary relocation and financing; and  (f) other issues 
associated with sustainable redevelopment following a major disaster.  Specifies that the recovery plan 
is not a post-disaster operations plan.  Declares the intent of the Legislature that the council 
complement existing efforts by cities; counties; special districts; and other local, regional and state 
entities.  Requires the council to be funded through federal money, gifts, donations, grants, local bonds, 
and other types of financial assistance from public and private sources. 

8/16/10 Governor’s Office  

7.a
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SB 1215 
(Price) 
Caltrans:  
Architectural and 
Engineering Services 

Until January 1, 2014, authorizes Caltrans to establish prequalified lists of architectural and engineering 
services firms.  Requires Caltrans to comply with certain requirements relating to the advertisement and 
award of contracts in the event the department utilizes the prequalified list. 

4/28/10 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1245 
(Simitian) 
Express Lanes:  Free 
Passage 

Prohibits charging a toll to a vehicle that meets the applicable occupancy level for use of a high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane.  Specifies that this provision does not apply to toll bridges.  Provides 
that an increase in the vehicle occupancy level for an HOV lane may only be implemented if Caltrans 
determines that the change will maximize person throughput with respect to the affected highway.  
Requires Caltrans to obtain the approval of the applicable transportation planning agency and to report 
to the Legislature before making the change. 

4/22/10 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1259 
(DeSaulnier) 
Economic 
Development and 
Job Creation Agency 

Establishes the Economic Development and Job Creation Agency within state government.  Requires 
the agency to do all of the following:  (1) develop a statewide strategy that identifies California’s goals 
and objectives for job creation, and that specifies performance measures to assess the state’s progress 
toward attaining those goals and objectives;  (2) create a clearinghouse of accurate data on the state’s 
economic development activities and their effectiveness;  (3) simplify, strengthen and improve the 
operation and management of economic development programs that provide services to California’s 
workers and employers;  (4) eliminate duplicative duties, achieve cost efficiencies and promote 
accountability for the attainment of economic development goals and objectives;  (5) allow the state to 
marshal all of its resources to systematically target new industries to site within California;  (6) build on 
California’s educational, workforce and geographic assets to seed innovation;  (7) attract new and 
sustainable industries that will create high-wage, middle-class jobs; and  (8) provide a better 
understanding of federal and state laws that protect workers. 

5/24/10 Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1263 
(Wyland) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Inoperative 

Makes the provisions of the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and any regulation 
adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) pursuant to the act inoperative. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1264 
(Leno) 
Commercial 
Airlines:  Passenger 
Rights 

Whenever passengers have boarded an aircraft whose departure from the airport is delayed by more 
than two hours, or whenever more than two hours have passed following the landing of an aircraft and 
passengers have not been able to disembark, requires the air carrier to provide passengers with all of the 
following:  (1) electrical service that is sufficient to provide passengers with fresh air and light;  (2) 
waste removal service for the holding tanks for onboard restrooms; and  (3) adequate food and drinking 
water, and other refreshments.  Requires an air carrier to provide clear and conspicuous notice 
regarding passenger or consumer complaint contact information by making available forms and placing 
signs at all airport service desks and other appropriate areas in the airport as necessary. 

6/1/10 Senate Floor: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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SB 1268 
(Simitian) 
Electronic Toll 
Collection Systems 

Prohibits a transportation agency from selling or providing personally identifiable information of a 
person obtained pursuant to the person’s participation in an electronic toll collection system or use of a 
toll facility, subject to specified exceptions.  Prescribes the circumstances under which a transportation 
agency may make personally identifiable information available to a law enforcement agency.  Requires 
a transportation agency that employs an electronic toll collection system to establish a privacy policy 
regarding the collection and use of personally identifiable information.  Requires the policy to include a 
description of the following:  (a) the types of personally identifiable information that is collected by the 
agency;  (b) the categories of third-party persons or entities with whom the agency may share 
personally identifiable information;  (c) the process by which a transportation agency notifies 
subscribers of material changes to its privacy policy;  (d) the effective date of the privacy policy; and  
(e) the process by which a subscriber may review and request changes to any of his or her personally 
identifiable information.  Within practicable business and cost constraints, allows a transportation 
agency to store only personally identifiable information of a person, such as the account name, credit 
card number, billing address, vehicle information, and other basic account information, that is required 
to perform account functions, such as billing, account settlement or enforcement activities.  Requires all 
other information to be discarded no more than four years and six months after the closure date of the 
billing cycle and the bill has been paid and all toll violations have been resolved.  Within practical 
business and cost constraints, requires a transportation agency to make ever effort to purge the personal 
account information of an account that is closed or terminated.  Authorizes a person whose personally 
identifiable information has been sold or provided in violation of this bill to bring specified actions for 
recovery of damages, costs and attorney’s fees.  Allows a transportation agency that employs an 
electronic toll collection system to impose an administrative fee on persons who use that system in an 
amount that is sufficient to cover the costs of implementing the provisions of this bill. 

8/20/10 Governor’s Office  

SB 1299 
(Lowenthal) 
Vehicle Miles 
Traveled Fee 

By January 1, 2012, requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to develop and implement a 
pilot program designed to assess the following issues related to putting in place a vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) fee in California:  (1) different methods of calculating mileage;  (2) processes for transmitting 
data to protect the integrity of the data and ensure the privacy of drivers; and  (3) the types of 
equipment that may be required of the state and of drivers in order to implement a VMT fee.  Requires 
the DMV to prepare and submit a report of its findings to the Legislature by June 30, 2012.  Requires 
the report to include all of the following elements:  (1) recommendations regarding how best to 
implement a VMT fee in a manner that minimizes confusion and inconvenience to California’s drivers, 
while also ensuring their privacy;  (2) given the technological and institutional demands associated with 
implementing a VMT fee, a discussion of different processes that may be used to transition from the 
fuel tax to a VMT fee over time; and  (3) a discussion of issues that the Legislature may wish to 
consider when evaluating whether and how to implement a VMT fee. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Appropriations  
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1305 
(Pavley) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Compliance 
Revenues 

Requires revenues generated from:  (a) fees to fund expenditures beyond administrative costs related to 
the implementation of the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006;  (b) the implementation 
of market-based compliance mechanisms; or  (c) other compliance mechanisms to be appropriated by 
the Legislature for purposes determined by the Legislature. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

7.a
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SB 1320 
(Hancock) 
Fare Evasion and 
Passenger 
Misconduct:  Civil 
Administrative 
Penalties 

Allows VTA, the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC Transit), Foothill Transit, Long Beach 
Transit, and the Sacramento Regional Transit District to impose and enforce civil administrative 
penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct in lieu of criminal penalties. 

8/9/10 Governor’s Office Co-
Sponsor 

SB 1348 
(Steinberg) 
CTC Guidelines 

Exempts the adoption of guidelines by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) from the 
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.  Except in the case of the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), specifies a process that the CTC must use when adopting 
guidelines.  Requires the CTC to maintain a guideline adoption file containing: (a) a summary of each 
objection or recommendation made with regard to a proposed guideline; and  (b) an explanation of how 
the proposed guideline was changed to accommodate each objection or recommendation, or the reasons 
for making no change.  Requires the CTC to include in its annual report to the Legislature a summary 
of its activities related to the adoption of program or policy guidelines during the previous calendar 
year. 

8/9/10 Governor’s Office  

SB 1351 
(Wright) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
CARB Regulations 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to make available to the public, at the time that it 
adopts a regulation pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, any 
implementation schedule that is needed to comply with that regulation. 

8/2/10 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1362 
(Simitian) 
Automated Traffic 
Enforcement 
Systems 

Requires the installation of signs at all locations where an automated, camera-based traffic enforcement 
system is operating.  Prior to installing such a system after January 1, 2011, requires the governmental 
agency to make and adopt a finding of fact establishing that the system is needed at a specific location 
for reasons related to safety.  Prohibits a governmental agency from considering revenue generation, 
beyond cost recovery, when determining whether to install or operate an automated traffic enforcement 
system. 

8/2/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1371 
(Correa) 
Proposition 1A Rail 
Transit Projects 

Authorizes the lead agency for an intercity, commuter or urban rail transit capital improvement project 
funded through the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century 
(Proposition 1A) to apply to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) for a letter of no 
prejudice (LONP) that would allow the agency to expend its own funds for any bond-funded 
component of the project, subject to later reimbursement from bond proceeds under certain conditions. 

8/16/10 Signed into Law:  
Chapter #292 

Support 
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SB 1418 
(Wiggins) 
SAFE Program 

Increases the maximum amount of the vehicle registration surcharge that a Service Authority for 
Freeways and Expressways (SAFE) may impose from $1 to $2.  Requires SAFE surcharge revenues to 
be used to implement, maintain and operate a motorist aid system of call boxes.  Allows any money 
received that exceeds the amount needed for full implementation and ongoing costs to maintain and 
operate motorist aid call boxes to be used for freeway service patrols, mobile roadside assistance 
systems, intelligent transportation systems, incident management programs and coordination, traveler 
information system programs, and traffic operation centers.  Allows the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) to use SAFE funds to install call boxes in parking lots and roadway areas in state 
and federal parks in the Bay Area where telecommunication services are not available. 

6/21/10 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1426 
(DeSaulnier) 
State Budget Process 

Requires the budget submitted by the Governor to contain itemized statements; provisional language; 
performance measurement standards for state agencies and programs; recommended state expenditures; 
and a projection of anticipated state revenues, including revenues anticipated to be available on a one-
time basis.  Requires the budget to contain an estimate of the total resources available for state 
expenditures recommended for the budget year and the succeeding fiscal year.  If expenditures exceed 
revenues, requires the Governor to recommend reductions in expenditures or the sources from which 
additional revenues should be provided, and to include an estimate of the long-term impact that these 
recommendations would have on the state’s economy.  Requires the Governor to submit a five-year 
capital infrastructure and strategic growth plan together with the budget.  If the Governor’s budget 
proposes: (a) to create a new state program or agency, or to expand the scope of an existing state 
program or agency, resulting in a net increase in state costs; or  (b) to reduce a state tax resulting in a 
net decrease in state revenues, requires the proposal to be accompanied by a statement identifying state 
program reductions or sources of additional state revenues in an amount that is equal to or greater than 
the net increase in state costs or net decrease in state revenues.  Declares the intent of the Legislature to 
establish an oversight process for evaluating and improving the performance of all state programs, 
whether managed by the state or local agencies. 

8/9/10 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1437 
(Kehoe) 
Electricity:  Plug-In 
Hybrids and Electric 
Vehicles 

Requires the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), by July 1, 2012, to determine for each 
class of ratepayers the direct costs and benefits associated with the expected additional load from plug-
in hybrid and electric vehicles. 

6/7/10 Governor’s Office  
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SB 1445 
(DeSaulnier) 
Regional Blueprint 
Plans 

Authorizes a metropolitan planning organization (MPO), council of governments (COG), or a county 
transportation commission and a subregional COG jointly preparing a subregional sustainable 
communities strategy to impose a vehicle registration surcharge of up to $4, subject to an aggregate 
majority vote within its jurisdiction.  Requires the revenues generated from such a surcharge to be used 
to identify land-use strategies, reduce the use of motor vehicles, and carry out applicable transportation-
related activities necessary to implement a regional blueprint plan, a sustainable communities strategy 
or an alternative planning strategy.  If the surcharge exceeds $2, requires all amounts above $2 to be 
used to provide grants to counties, cities and congestion management agencies (CMAs) for planning 
and projects related to the implementation of a regional blueprint plan or a sustainable communities 
strategy.  Allows an MPO, COG, or county transportation commission and subregional COG jointly 
preparing a subregional sustainable communities strategy to divide the revenues from the surcharge 
with the local air quality management district.  Requires any surcharge revenues received by a local air 
quality management district to be used to assist local and regional governments in reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

8/20/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SB 1475 
(Simitian) 
Electronic Wireless 
Communications 
Devices 

Requires the driver’s license examination administered by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to 
include a test of an applicant’s understanding of the distractions and dangers of handheld cell phone use 
and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  Prohibits a person from riding a bicycle while 
using a wireless telephone unless that telephone is specifically designed and configured to allow hands-
free listening and talking, and is used in that manner.  Also prohibits a person from riding a bicycle 
while using an electronic wireless communications device to write, send or read a text-based message.  
Increases the penalties for violating the current prohibitions in state law against using wireless 
telephones and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  Requires a portion of the fines 
collected for these violations to be allocated to the Office of Traffic Safety for an education program on 
the dangers of cell phone use and text-messaging while driving. 

8/2/10 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee: 
Failed Passage 

 

SCA 2 
(Wyland) 
Legislative Biennial 
Sessions 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to revise the biennial 
sessions of the Legislature.  Specifically, requires legislative sessions held in odd-numbered years to be 
budget sessions.  In a budget session, specifies that the Legislature shall meet only to conduct oversight 
and review of the revenues and expenditures of the state, and to consider only budget bills and budget 
implementation bills for the succeeding two fiscal years, and related revenue bills.  Provides an 
exception for bills to enact emergency statutes.  In each odd-numbered calendar year, requires the 
Governor to submit to the Legislature proposed budgets for the two subsequent fiscal years.  Requires 
legislative sessions held in even-numbered years to be general sessions, during which any bill may be 
considered. 

3/16/10 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SCA 3 
(Wyland) 
Proposition 42 
Suspensions 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to eliminate the ability 
of the Governor and the Legislature to suspend the transfer of gasoline sales tax revenues pursuant to 
Proposition 42 from the General Fund to the Transportation Investment Fund (TIF).  Prohibits the 
loaning of TIF revenues under any circumstances.  Prohibits the enactment of a statute that would 
reduce the extent to which gasoline sales tax revenues are deposited into the General Fund for transfer 
to the TIF for transportation purposes. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee 

 

7.a



2009-2010 Legislative History        Page 24 of 26 
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Amended 
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SCA 5 
(Hancock) 
State Budget:  
Voting Requirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow for General 
Fund appropriations in the state budget bill to be enacted by the Legislature with a majority vote. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Floor  

SCA 9 
(Ducheny) 
State Budget:  
Voting Requirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow for the Budget 
Act and budget trailer bills to be enacted by the Legislature with a 55 percent majority vote.  Repeals 
the two-thirds majority vote requirement for raising state revenues. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 

 

SCA 10 
(Ducheny) 
Constitutional 
Amendments 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Specifically, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to transmit a copy of an 
initiative measure certified for the ballot to both the Senate and Assembly no later than 176 days prior 
to the election at which the measure is to be considered by the electorate.  Within 30 days, allows the 
Legislature to propose an amended form of the initiative measure by adopting a concurrent resolution.  
If the sponsors of the initiative measure accept the proposed amendments, requires the Legislature’s 
proposal to appear on the ballot in place of the certified initiative measure.  If the amended form 
proposed by the Legislature is not accepted, requires information regarding the proposed amended form 
to be included in the ballot materials related to the initiative measure. 

8/17/09 Senate Floor  

SCA 14 
(Ducheny) 
Ballot Initiative 
Costs 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding the costs 
associated with statewide initiative measures.  Specifically, prohibits an initiative measure that would 
result in a net increase in state or local government costs other than costs attributable to the issuance, 
sale or repayment of bonds from being placed on the ballot unless the Legislative Analyst’s Office and 
the Department of Finance jointly determine that the initiative measure provides for additional revenues 
in an amount that would meet or exceed the net increase in costs. 

8/17/09 Senate Floor  

SCA 15 
(Calderon) 
State Budget:  
Voting Requirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to waive the two-thirds 
majority vote requirement for enacting the Budget Act for the upcoming fiscal year if the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office, on or after May 15, determines that General Fund revenues are five percent below the 
estimate for the current-year budget. 

4/13/09 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 

 

SCA 16 
(DeSaulnier) 
Indirect Initiatives 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Allows the electors to propose, and to adopt or reject, statutes and amendments to 
the Constitution pursuant to a process of initial review by the Legislature. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Floor  
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SCA 19 
(DeSaulnier) 
State and Local 
Government Reform 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution that makes a series of 
changes to various state budget and legislative processes.  Specifically, does all of the following:  (1) 
implements a “pay-as-you-go” system for the Governor’s budget, and the majority of legislation and 
initiatives;  (2) limits how one-time state revenues could be expended;  (3) requires the Legislature to 
review state programs once every 10 years;  (4) allows the Budget Act to be a approved by a simple 
majority vote of the Legislature;  (5) requires a two-thirds majority vote to approve fees when they are 
being used to fund a program, service or activity that was previously funded by revenues from a tax;  
(6) forfeits legislator pay, after June 25th, if the Assembly and Senate have not passed the Budget Act;  
(7) provides the Governor with mid-year authority to cut the budget if the Legislature does not act prior 
to the 45th day of a fiscal emergency;  (8) eliminates the ability of the state to redirect local property tax 
revenues to schools; and  (9) prohibits the state from reallocating any locally imposed non-ad valorem 
tax or an assessment levied by a county, city, special district, or any other local or regional government 
entity.  Authorizes local government entities to develop and implement a Countywide Strategic Action 
Plan to jointly use existing and additional resources to ensure progress toward common community 
goals.  In counties where a Countywide Strategic Action Plan has been adopted, allows the board of 
supervisors to place before the voters a local sales tax increase of up to 1 percent.  If approved by a 
simple majority vote, requires the revenues from the sales tax increase to be distributed pursuant to the 
adopted Countywide Strategic Action Plan. 

4/8/10 Senate Budget 
and Fiscal 
Review 
Committee 
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CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE 
2010 Regular Session Calendar 

 
 

DAY JANUARY 
1 Statutes signed into law in 2009 take effect. 
4 Legislature reconvenes. 
10 Budget must be submitted by the Governor to the Legislature on or before this 

date. 
15 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin in 2009. 
22 Last day for any committee to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house of origin in 2009.  Last day to submit bill requests to the Legislative 
Counsel’s Office. 

31 Last day for bills introduced in 2009 to be passed out of their house of origin. 
 

DAY FEBRUARY 
19 Last day for new bills to be introduced. 

 
DAY MARCH 
25 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment. 

 
DAY APRIL 
5 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess. 
23 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin in 2010. 
 

DAY MAY 
7 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non-fiscal bills 

introduced in their house of origin in 2010. 
28 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house of origin in 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DAY JUNE 

4 Last day for bills introduced in 2010 to be passed out of their house of 
origin. 

15 Budget must be passed by midnight. 

24 Last day for legislative measures to qualify for placement on the November 
2, 2010, general election ballot. 

 
DAY AUGUST 
2 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess. 

13 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills 
introduced in the other house. 

20 Last day to amend bills on the Assembly and Senate floors. 

31 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Final Recess begins at the end of this 
day’s session. 

 
DAY SEPTEMBER 
30 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature 

before September 1, and in his possession after September 1. 
 
DAY NOVEMBER 
2 General Election. 
 
DAY DECEMBER 
6 The 2011-2012 regular legislative session convenes. 

DAY JULY 
2 Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills introduced in the 

other house.  Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided that the 
budget bill has been enacted. 
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Date: September 9, 2010
Current Meeting: October 13, 2010
Board Meeting: N/A

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief Operating Officer, Donald A. Smith Jr.

SUBJECT: FY 2010 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

This annual report summarizes key performance information regarding the operation of the 
Valley Transportation Authority (VTA).  This report is routinely produced at the end of the fiscal 
year.  A detailed summary of the Fiscal Year 2010 Annual Transit Operations Performance 
Report follows.

DISCUSSION:

Ridership (page 9 of the report)

Bus ridership for FY 2010 totaled 32 million, a 7.3% decrease compared to the previous fiscal 
year.  Average weekday ridership was 103,575, down 7.4%. 

Light rail ridership recorded 9.7 million boardings for FY 2010, down 9.3% compared to last 
year.  Average weekday ridership was 31,355, a decrease of 8.6%.

Overall, FY 2010 system ridership (bus and rail) decreased by 7.8%.  Average weekday ridership 
fell from 146,126 to 134,930, a 7.7% decrease from the prior fiscal year. 

Key Performance Indicators (page 8 of the report)

Service reliability performance for the system (Bus and Light Rail) in FY 2010 was 99.72%, 
maintaining the same level as last year. Light rail on-time performance was 88.2%, lower than 
last year’s 90.1%, partly due to station shutdowns necessitated by several rail upgrades and 
repair activities. Bus on-time performance recorded 89.1%, up from last year’s 88.6%.
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Bus recorded 8,670 miles between major mechanical schedule loss, a 4.6% improvement 
compared to FY 2009, and the highest recorded in VTA history. Light Rail recorded 43,657 
miles between major mechanical schedule losses, a 14.2% improvement compared to FY 2009, 
and exceeding the established goal of 40,000 miles for the first time since 1996. 

All categories of absenteeism met established goals.

Paratransit (page 20 of the report)

Paratransit ridership decreased 12.8% from 1,067,115 in FY 2009 to 930,156 in FY 2010, a 
decline of 136,959 trips. The reasons for this decline include Outreach providing other 
transportation options to seniors, reduction in medical and social service agency budgets, 
implementation of October 2009 fare increase, service area reductions, premium service policy 
changes, and the region’s economic decline. 

Premium service usage declined by 60,574 trips, accounting for 44% of the total ridership 
decline.  In October 2009, VTA made changes to premium service policies and increased 
premium service fares to $16 per trip. As a result, Same-Day trips declined 38% and Open 
Returns declined 64%.  Subscription trips, used for on-going repetitive trips to social service, 
medical, workshop and employment appointments, declined 28% as a result of the economic 
downturn in the valley. 

FY 2010 net operating cost for Paratransit was $22.8 million, a reduction of 14% compared to 
FY 2009. The net operating cost for Paratransit was $5.3 million less than what was originally 
budgeted.  Net cost per passenger trip was $24.51, down 1.4% and the lowest recorded number 
since FY 2000.

Outreach works with Santa Clara County through its Mobility Management Coordination Center 
(MMC) to allow other agencies a means to provide transportation services to their clients that 
enhances efficiency and reduces transportation costs.  During the past year, the MMC permitted 
vehicle sharing with other non-profit organizations providing some Paratransit trips at a reduced 
cost per trip of more than 50%.  Outreach, with VTA’s approval, entered into agreements to use 
underutilized capacities of other agency fleets (San Andreas Regional Center, and Avenidas 
Senior Center/La Comida Nutrition).

Inter-Agency Partners and Contracted Services (page 9 of the report)

VTA’s Inter-agency partners and contracted services experienced ridership declines in FY 2010. 
Ridership results for contracted and inter-agency partners are as follows:

• Dumbarton Express ridership was 249,245 down 4.6%. 
• Highway 17 Express ridership was 302,668, down 3.8%. 
• Monterey-San Jose Express was 30,258, down 9.9%. 

8
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• ACE ridership was 662,305, down 16.9%. 
• Caltrain ridership was 12 million, down 5.2%. 
• Caltrain shuttle ridership in Santa Clara County was 814,859, down 7.1%.
• ACE shuttle ridership was 201,779, down 14.4%.
• IBM light rail shuttle ridership recorded 25,546 riders, down 21.2%.

Prepared By: Joonie Tolosa, Operations Analysis, Reporting, & Systems Manager
Memo No. 2298
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SUMMARY OF PERFORMANCE 
FY 2010 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report  

 

 
Ridership (page 9 of the report) 
 
Bus ridership for FY 2010 totaled 32 million, a 7.3% decrease compared to the previous fiscal 
year.  Average weekday ridership was 103,575, down 7.4%.  
  
Light rail ridership recorded 9.7 million boardings for FY 2010, down 9.3% compared to last 
year.  Average weekday ridership was 31,355, a decrease of 8.6%. 
 
Overall, FY 2010 system ridership (bus and rail) decreased by 7.8%.  Average weekday 
ridership fell from 146,126 to 134,930, a 7.7% decrease from the prior fiscal year.  
 
 
Key Performance Indicators (page 8 of the report) 
 
Service reliability performance for the system (Bus and Light Rail) in FY 2010 was 99.72%, 
maintaining the same level as last year. Light rail on-time performance was 88.2%, lower than 
last year’s 90.1%, partly due to station shutdowns necessitated by several rail upgrades and 
repair activities. Bus on-time performance recorded 89.1%, up from last year’s 88.6%. 
 
Bus recorded 8,670 miles between major mechanical schedule loss, a 4.6% improvement 
compared to FY 2009, and the highest recorded in VTA history. Light Rail recorded 43,657 
miles between major mechanical schedule losses, a 14.2% improvement compared to FY 2009, 
and exceeding the established goal of 40,000 miles for the first time since 1996.  
 
All categories of absenteeism met established goals. 
 
 
Paratransit (page 20 of the report) 
 
Paratransit ridership decreased 12.8% from 1,067,115 in FY 2009 to 930,156 in FY 2010, a 
decline of 136,959 trips. The reasons for this decline include Outreach providing other 
transportation options to seniors, reduction in medical and social service agency budgets, 
implementation of October 2009 fare increase, service area reductions, premium service policy 
changes, and the region’s economic decline.  
 
Premium service usage declined by 60,574 trips, accounting for 44% of the total ridership 
decline.  In October 2009, VTA made changes to premium service policies and increased 
premium service fares to $16 per trip. As a result, Same-Day trips declined 38% and Open 
Returns declined 64%.  Subscription trips, used for on-going repetitive trips to social service, 
medical, workshop and employment appointments, declined 28% as a result of the economic 
downturn in the valley.  
 
FY 2010 net operating cost for Paratransit was $22.8 million, a reduction of 14% compared to 
FY 2009. The net operating cost for Paratransit was $5.3 million less than what was originally 
budgeted.  Net cost per passenger trip was $24.51, down 1.4% and the lowest recorded number 
since FY 2000. 
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Outreach works with Santa Clara County through its Mobility Management Coordination Center 
(MMC) to allow other agencies a means to provide transportation services to their clients that 
enhances efficiency and reduces transportation costs.  During the past year, the MMC permitted 
vehicle sharing with other non-profit organizations providing some Paratransit trips at a reduced 
cost per trip of more than 50%.  Outreach, with VTA’s approval, entered into agreements to use 
underutilized capacities of other agency fleets (San Andreas Regional Center,  Avenidas Senior 
Center/La Comida Nutrition). 
 
 
Inter-Agency Partners and Contracted Services (page 9 of the report) 
 
VTA’s Inter-agency partners and contracted services experienced ridership declines in FY 2010. 
Ridership results for contracted and inter-agency partners are as follows: 
 

• Dumbarton Express ridership was 249,245 down 4.6%.  
• Highway 17 Express ridership was 302,668, down 3.8%.  
• Monterey-San Jose Express was 30,258, down 9.9%.  
• ACE ridership was 662,305, down 16.9%.  
• Caltrain ridership was 12 million, down 5.2%.  
• Caltrain shuttle ridership in Santa Clara County was 814,859, down 7.1%. 
• ACE shuttle ridership was 201,779, down 14.4%. 
• IBM light rail shuttle ridership recorded 25,546 riders, down 21.2%. 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
FY 2010 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report  
 (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010) 
 
July 2009 -- Unleaded fuel averaged $2.90 a gallon. 

July 10, 2009 – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration forecasts El Niño will 
continue to strengthen over the next few months through the winter of 2009-2010. 

July 11, 2009 – VTA provided services to Obon Festival in Japantown and the Livestrong 
Challenge Festival in downtown San Jose. 

July 13, 2009 – Service changes to 40 bus routes and minor schedule changes to light rail. 

July 19, 2009 –VTA’s own Terry Firma mascot touted transit benefits in the Women’s 
Professional Soccer game at Santa Clara promoting “Healthier Planet, Healthier You” campaign 
(launched on Earth Day). 

July 20, 2009 – Cisco cuts 700 jobs in San Jose. 

July 28, 2009 – VTA launched Summer Service and offered trip planning services to help 
passengers enjoy “Staycations” to popular destinations.  

July 28, 2009 – VTA provided full fare credit to Summer National Senior Games Athletes  

July 29, 2009 – Cambridge Systematics ranked VTA’s BART Silicon Valley Extension Project 
the most effective way to reduce the impact of transportation on climate change. 

July 31, 2009 – VTA supported National Night Out Community Event in San Jose area. 

August 2009 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 12%. 

August 2 to August 7, 2009 – 5-Day Convention Passes were issued to attendees of CA School 
Employee Association Conference in San Jose. 

August 7, 2009 – VTA was approved to acquire 70 Hybrid buses with Federal Stimulus Funds. 

August 10, 2009 – ACE decided to cut the midday commuter train effective November 2, 2009. 

August 10, 2009 – VTA Board authorized fare increase effective October 1, 2009. 

August 24, 2009 – Line 76 service changed to accommodate school schedule. 
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September 9, 2009 – ATU Local 265 amended Labor Contract with VTA with an anticipated 
$5.5 million in cost savings. 

September 11, 2009 – Historic trolley service in downtown San Jose for 2009 holidays was 
cancelled due to VTA’s fiscal situation.  

September 16, 2009 – VTA re-emphasized “No Cell Phone Zone” policy while driving a VTA 
vehicle. 

September 18, 2009 – 5-Day Convention Pass issued to San Jose Mariachi and Mexican Heritage 
Festival attendees. 

September, 2009 – Light rail provided extra trains for pre-season Sharks games at HP Pavilion. 
 
September 26, 2009 – Light rail station shutdowns between the Winchester and Bascom Stations 
from September 26 to September 27 and October 3 to October 4 for seismic upgrades and repairs 
to retaining walls and light rail track near the Hamilton Light Rail Station. A Bus Bridge was 
used to connect these stations. Construction was completed ahead of schedule and the anticipated 
closures for October 3 and October 4 were cancelled.  

September 27, 2009 – Spare the Air Day. 

September, 2009 –Unleaded fuel averaged $3.16 a gallon. 

October 1, 2009 – California Supreme Court upheld a lower-court ruling that the State’s 
diversion of $3.4 billion transit funds was a violation of a series of voter measures supporting 
transit taxes. 

October 24, 2009 – Light rail stations shutdown between Convention Center and San Carlos for 
the weekends of October 24 to November 8, 2009 due to rail replacement activities. Bus Bridge 
was provided. 

October 13, 2009 – Strongest storm in 50 years pounded the Bay area. 

October 23, 2009 – 20% of Silicon Valley office space remained vacant last quarter. 

October 27, 2009 – Caltrans shut down Bay Bridge through November 2, 2009 due to a broken 
cable.  

October 31, 2009 – VTA announced it faced $98 million deficit over the next two years. 

November 11, 2009 – Applied Materials cuts 1,500 jobs and Adobe Systems cuts 680 positions. 

November 19, 2009 – VTA, with help from a Federal Grant, will add 23 new hybrid vehicles to 
its paratransit services fleet. 
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November 25, 2009 – VTA announced service changes effective January 11, 2010. 

December 1, 2009 – Hamilton, Campbell and Winchester station shutdowns on December 12 
and 13 for track maintenance. Bus Bridge was used to replace service.  

December 5, 2009 – An extra service schedule was added on Line 26 on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings through March 2010 due to anticipated overloads from the homeless shelter at the 
Sunnyvale Armory.  

December 7, 2009 – Snow, rain, and cold temperatures swept South Bay. 

December 8, 2009 – Three Bay Bridge lanes closed for unforeseen repairs. 

December 9, 2009 – Spare the Air day. 

December 12, 2009 – A new bus stop added on 1st and Mission, San Jose to serve lines 61 and 
62. 

December 31, 2009 – VTA offered free and extended services on New Year’s Eve. 

December 2009 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.00 a gallon. 

January 5, 2010 & January 8, 2010 – Spare the Air day. 

January 11, 2010 – VTA implemented service reductions of approximately 8% in bus and 6.5% 
for light rail services.  

January 12, 2010 – America Online (AOL)  laid off 1,200 workers. 

January 20, 2010 – VTA passes started to sell online. 

January 28, 2010 – Rail grinding project began and completed on February 4, 2010. There was 
no service impact to passengers. 

January 2010 – Heavy rains and storms walloped Bay Area 16 days in January. 

February 1, 2010 – Line 10 bus stop at Terminal C relocated to a new location due to the 
ongoing construction. 

February 4, 2010 – Cirque du Soleil began to perform in San Jose through March 21, 2010. 

February 11, 2010 – VTA began to construct a new and permanent bus stop on southbound 
Arroyo Circle at Camino Arroyo in East Gilroy. 

February 17, 2010 – MTC granted $12 million to VTA to support transit service and hybrid bus 
purchase. 
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February 26, 2010 – VTA secured $4.365 million in funding to ease congestion on Highway 101 
in east San Jose. 

February 2010 – Heavy rains hit Bay Area 14 days in February. 

March 1, 2010 – 1-day passes were issued to attendees of the 2010 Conference for California 
Association of Museums. 

March 2, 2010 – Two bus stops on 1st Street moved to San Fernando to accommodate road 
construction and repairs through March 13, 2010. 

March 2, 2010 – VTA completed conversion of 110 electronic bike lockers at 12 transit centers. 

March 24, 2010 – New Gas Tax Law will generate 15.5 million in State funds for VTA and will 
be available towards the end of FY 2010 and FY 2011. 

March 2010 – Heavy rains soaked Bay Area on 9 days sporadically in March 2010 and rainfall 
totals recorded were higher than normal average. 

March 2010 – VTA provided extra trains for anticipated crowds attending the NCAA 
Tournaments and Concerts. 

March 2010 – March unemployment rate stabilized at 12%. 

March 2010 -- Unleaded fuel increased to $3.07 a gallon. 

April 5, 2010 – Bus stops switched at the BART station for smoother bus operations for express 
routes 180 and 181. 

April 19, 2010 – VTA upgraded 26 bus stops along King Road in East San Jose. 

April 21, 2010 – San Jose City notified 1,300 employees who are either being laid off or shifted 
to lower-paying positions in addition to eliminating part time jobs. 

April, 2010 – Rains once again drenched the Bay Area. The amount of rainfall exceeded 30-year 
averages. 

May 1, 2010 – VTA sold Summer Youth Blast on-line and allowed unlimited rides on VTA Bus 
and Light Rail from June 1 to August 31, 2010. 

May 6, 2010 – VTA Board approved a series of changes designed to speed up light rail service 
starting this fall. 

May 11, 2010 – VTA launched a Facebook page providing a dynamic and interactive forum for 
sharing information and obtaining feedback for upcoming projects, studies, and services.  

6
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May 20, 2010 – Telsa Motors announced that it is teaming up with Toyota to build its all-electric 
cars at the NUMMI plants in Fremont which will create more than 1,000 new jobs. 

May 24, 2010 – San Jose recorded the seventh-coolest May since 1893.  

June 11, 2010 – Route 76 discontinued. 

June 10, 2010 – VTA installed new and high visible emergency phone to provide VTA 
customers with access to emergency communications and VTA information via the Customer 
Call Center. 

June 17, 2010 – National Dump the Pump day. 

June 25, 2010 – Route 10, Airport Flyer has a new permanent bus stop in San Jose International 
Airport. The construction of Terminal B has been completed and opened on June 28, 2010. 

June, 2010 – Unemployment at 11.3% in Santa Clara County.  

June, 2010 – Unleaded fuel continued to soar to an average of $3.13 a gallon. 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
FY 2010 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

FY 2007 
Annual

FY 2008 
Annual

FY 2009 
Annual

FY 2010 
Annual

Met 
Goal?

FYTD 2010 
Goals

SYSTEM (Bus & Light Rail)
Total Boarding Riders (in millions) 41.93 43.55 45.26 41.73 No 45.90>=          
Average Weekday Boarding Riders 134,690 139,716 146,125 134,930 No 148,000>=       
Boardings per Revenue Hour 30.1 30.7 32.0 30.8 No 32.4>=             
Percent of Scheduled Service Operated 99.49% 99.64% 99.72% 99.72% YES 99.30%>=      
Miles Between Major Mechanical Schedule Loss1 6,097 8,155 9,047 9,505 YES 6,600>=           
Miles Between Chargeable Accidents 135,883 96,369 102,562 100,113 No 178,000>=      
Passenger Concerns per 100,000 Boardings 10.6 10.1 9.7 11.7 No 6.0<=              

BUS OPERATIONS
Total Boarding Riders (in millions) 31.65 33.10 34.51 31.98 No 34.90>=          
Average Weekday Boarding Riders 102,123 106,673 111,820 103,575 No 113,000>=      
Boardings per Revenue Hour 25.2 25.8 27.0 26.2 No 27.2>=            
Percent of Scheduled Service Operated 99.44% 99.61% 99.69% 99.69% YES 99.25%>=      
Miles Between Major Mechanical Schedule Loss1 5,590 7,520 8,289 8,670 YES 6,000>=           
Miles Between Chargeable Accidents 122,260 88,190 92,503 90,049 No 160,000>=      
On-time Performance 89.7% 90.1% 88.6% 89.1% No 95.0%>=        
Operator Personal Time-off 7.1% 6.9% 7.7% 9.2% YES 10.0%<=        
Maintenance Personal Time-off 7.9% 6.1% 7.2% 7.1% YES 8.0%<=          
Passenger Concerns per 100,000 Boardings 13.1 12.4 11.8 14.4 No 9.0<=              

LIGHT RAIL OPERATIONS
Total Boarding Riders (in millions) 10.28 10.45 10.75 9.75 No 11.00>=          
Average Weekday Boarding Riders 32,567 33,043 34,305 31,355 No 35,000>=        Average Weekday Boarding Riders 32,567 33,043 34,305 31,355 No 35,000>         
Boardings per Revenue Hour 75.4 76.5 78.8 73.1 No 81.5>=            
Percent of Scheduled Service Operated 99.95% 99.96% 99.97% 99.98% YES 99.90%>=      
Miles Between Major Mechanical Schedule Loss1 25,817 28,511 38,223 43,657 YES 40,000>=         
Miles Between Chargeable Accidents2 2,220,230 444,765 1,108,479 1,091,425 No 2,182,849>=    
On-time Performance 90.0% 87.4% 90.1% 88.2% No 95.0%>=        
Operator Personal Time-off 6.8% 6.1% 7.3% 8.8% YES 10.0%<=        
Maintenance Personal Time-off 7.9% 7.7% 5.6% 7.5% YES 8.0%<=          
Way, Power, & Signal Personal Time-off 5.2% 5.0% 3.8% 4.5% YES 8.0%<=          
Passenger Concerns per 100,000 Boardings 2.8 2.8 2.4 2.9 YES 3.0<=              

PARATRANSIT
Passengers per Revenue Hour 2.31 2.36 2.39 2.50 YES 2.30>=            
Net Cost per Passenger $25.39 $25.29 $24.84 $24.51 YES $27.00<=        

Note:  Ridership goals were developed using budget projections.
1  Mechanical failure that prevents the vehicle from completing a scheduled service due to limited vehicle movement or safety concerns.
2  Goal is no more than one chargeable accident in a year.
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 15,000            -                -                15,000            

Real Estate -                -                -                -                

Labor, Services and Support 3,667             2,083             1,737             1,930             

Contingency 3,028             -                -                3,028             

Totals 21,694            2,083               1,737               19,958            

Secured Funding Incurred 8%
Secured Funding Committed 10%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

Anticipated Funding (reflects only appropriated budget):

Funding Source Amount

Local (Measure A) $21.0 million

Federal (Other) $0.7 million

Total $21.7 million

Specialized BRT Vehicle
P-0551, P-0715, P-0719, P-0725 2-30

Local   
(Meas A)
97.6%

Federal 
(Other)
2.4%

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) budget 
and funding
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Bus Program

Highway 17 Bus Service Improvements

Estimated Cost:  $2.5 million

Estimate Class 2 (see appendix)

Appropriation Through FY11:
$2.5 million

Secured Funding:  $2.5 million

Year of Completion:  2011

Project Manager: VTA - Jim Unites

Designer: Santa Cruz Metro

Project Description:

The current Highway 17 Express Bus 
Service provides service between 
downtown Santa Cruz, Scotts Valley, and 
Downtown San Jose, including San Jose 
State University.  Service is offered 7 
days a week.  Almost 1,000 passengers 
use the service each weekday, with about 
600 passengers riding Saturday and 
Sunday.

This project will improve the service by 
providing funds for the partnership with 
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District 
for additional buses and service 
upgrades. 

Project Status:

Santa Cruz Metro will procure five buses necessary to operate service between Santa Cruz, 
Scotts Valley, and Downtown San Jose.  These buses would replace existing buses that are 20 
years old, with an average of 950,000 miles each.

The project budget was modified in VTA’s FY10/11 Adopted Budget to add $2,075,000 to the 
original $425,000 allocation.

A cooperative agreement between VTA and Santa Cruz Metro is currently being developed.

Project Schedule:

  Activity Start End 2008 2009 2010 2011

  Programming Early 2009 Late 2009

  Design Mid 2009 Mid 2010

  Construction / Procurement Mid 2010 Early 2011

  Closeout Early 2011 Late 2011

P-0589 2-31 
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 2,500             -                -                2,500             

Real Estate -                -                -                -                

Labor, Services and Support -                -                -                -                

Contingency -                -                -                -                

Totals 2,500               -                   -                   2,500               

Secured Funding Incurred 0%
Secured Funding Committed 0%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

Anticipated Funding:

Funding Source Amount

Local (Measure A) $2.5 million

Total $2.5 million

Local 
(Meas A)

100%

Highway 17 Express Bus Highway 17 Express Bus

P-0589 Highway 17 Bus Service Improvements 
budget and funding
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June 2010Bus Program

ZEB Demonstration and Facility Improvements

Estimated Cost: TBD

Appropriation Through FY11:
$19.6 million

Secured Funding:  $19.6 million

Year of Completion: 2019

Project Manager:
VTA – Art Douwes

Manufacturer:
Gillig / Ballard

Project Description:
In December 2000, the VTA Board adopted the low-emission diesel path in complying with 
California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) regulation to reduce nitrogen oxide and particulate 
matter emitted by public transit buses.  In accordance with these regulations, VTA, in a joint 
program with SamTrans, implemented a demonstration program to test the viability of zero-
emission fuel-cell bus (ZEB) technology. 

VTA procured three 40-foot low-floor ZEBs, modified facilities, installed a hydrogen fueling 
station, and provided training for staff, emergency responders and others.  The three ZEBs 
started revenue service in February 2005.

VTA intends to comply with the new CARB regulation for transit agencies which requires that 
15% of all new transit buses purchased by VTA after 2011 be ZEBs.  The program will also 
include facilities construction and training to support the increased ZEB fleet.

Project Status:
The VTA Board has adopted a strategy of partnering with other Bay Area transit properties 
and designating AC Transit as the lead agency for procuring and deploying the Advanced ZEB 
Demonstration vehicles.  VTA’s participation will be primarily financial.  

$6.248 million in VTA Enterprise funds were allocated to this effort.  (Note that as this work is 
funded entirely with VTA Enterprise funds, not Measure A funds, this amount is not reflected 
in the budget or funding amounts shown in this report.)

2-33 P-0336, P-0449, P-0597
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 14,512            14,406            14,405            107                

Real Estate -                -                -                -                

Labor, Services and Support 5,056             5,042             5,042             14                  

Contingency -                -                -                -                

Totals 19,568            19,448            19,447            121                  

Secured Funding Incurred 99%
Secured Funding Committed 99%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

Anticipated Funding (reflects only appropriated budget):

Funding Source Amount

Local (Measure A) $5.84 million

Local (SAMTRANS) 4.72 million

Federal 7.70 million

State 1.30 million

Total $19.57 million

Local 
(Meas A)
29.9%

Local 
(Other)
24.1%

Federal
39.3%

State
6.6%

ZEB in New Maintenance Facility ZEB Hydrogen Fuel Cell

P-0336, P-0449, P-0597 2-34 
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June 2010San Jose Mineta Airport

San Jose Mineta Airport People Mover

Estimated Cost:  TBD

Appropriation Through FY11:
$4.0 million

Secured Funding:
$4.0 million

Year of Completion: TBD

Project Manager:
City of San Jose –
Henry Servin / Laura Stuchinsky

VTA – Kevin Connolly

Designer:  TBD

Project Description:

The Airport People Mover 
Project will provide a rail 
connection from the San Jose 
International Airport to the 
Caltrain and future BART 
stations at the Santa Clara 
Transit Center, and the VTA 
Light Rail on North First 
Street.

The City of San Jose currently 
leads this effort.  They 
envision an automated transit 
network - similar to a 
Personal Rapid Transit system 
- of lightweight, computer-
controlled vehicles operated 
on or suspended below an 
elevated guideway, similar to 
a horizontal elevator. 

However, VTA funds are specific to the Airport Transit Connection and not any pre-determined 
technology.

Project Status: The City of San Jose released a pair of Requests for Proposals seeking a 
transportation consultant and a federal research facility to study the feasibility of the automated 
transit network concept.  Scope negotiations are currently underway.  This followed a Request for 
Expressions of Interest process completed in 2009.

Project Schedule:

The Requests for Proposal process and subsequent studies are expected to take up to two 
years to complete.

P-0588 2-35 
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement -                -                -                -                

Real Estate -                -                -                -                

Labor, Services and Support 4,001             2,323             124                3,877             

Contingency -                -                -                -                

Totals 4,001               2,323               124                  3,877               

Secured Funding Incurred 3%
Secured Funding Committed 58%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

Anticipated Funding (reflects only appropriated budget):

Funding Source Amount

Local (Measure A) $4.0 million

Total $4.0 million

Local
(Meas A)

100%

P-0588 2-36 San Jose Mineta Airport People Mover budget and funding
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June 2010Closed Projects - Light Rail Program

Low Floor Light Rail Vehicles

Estimated Cost:  $200.6 million

Estimate Class 1 (see appendix)

Appropriation Through FY11:

$200.6 million

Secured Funding:  $200.6 million

Year of Completion:   2004

Project Manager:  VTA - Art Douwes

Contractor: 

Kinkisharyo International, LLC

Project Description:

Purchase of 70 low floor light rail vehicles to 
serve the entire VTA Light Rail system.  Low 
floor vehicles provide enhanced ADA 
accessibility and improved service by 
minimizing boarding and exit times for all 
riders.  Low floor light rail vehicles eliminate 
the need for wheelchair lifts and enhance 
access for all VTA riders, as well as providing 
additional space for bicycles.

Project Status:

• The Contractor, Kinkisharyo International, LLC has completed the static and dynamic tests and
handed over all 70 low floor light rail vehicles.

• All 70 vehicles are now past the base warranty of 2.5 years.

• The Reliability Demonstration Test has been concluded successfully.    

• All training has been completed.

• All special tools have been delivered.

• All spare parts have been delivered.

• The project has been closed.

Project Schedule:

  Activity Start End 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Design Mid 1998 Mid 2000

Manufacture Late 2001 Late 2003

Delivery Mid 2002 Late 2004

Warranty Early 2005 Late 2006

P-0447 2-37 
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-10
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 193,814          193,814          193,814          -                

Real Estate -                -                -                -                

Labor, Services and Support 6,788             6,788             6,788             -                

Contingency -                -                -                -                

Totals 200,602          200,602          200,602          -                   

Secured Funding Incurred 100%
Secured Funding Committed 100%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

Anticipated Funding:

Funding Source Amount

Local (VTA) $2.3 million

Local (Measure B Swap) 198.3 million

Total $200.6 million

Local 
(Other)
100%

Low Floor Vehicle at Baypointe Station Low Floor Vehicles Provide Level 
Passenger Boarding

P-0447 2-38Low Floor Light Rail Vehicles budget and funding
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APPENDIX A – COST ESTIMATE CLASSES 

Figure 1 – Cost Estimate Classification Matrix 
(Adapted from AACE Skills & Knowledge of Cost Engineering, 4th ed., Chapter 1) 

 
 

Estimate 

Class 

Level of Project 

Definition 
Expressed as engineering percent 

completion at time of estimate 

Expected 

Accuracy Range 
Typical variation in low and 

high ranges 

Class 5 0% to 5% -50% to +100% 

Class 4 5% to 25% -30% to +50% 

Class 3 35% -20% to +30% 

Class 2 65% -15% to +20% 

Class 1 90% to 100% -10% to +15% 
 
 
Figure 1 shows a mapping of Estimate Class to Level of Project Definition.  Intuitively, 
estimates become more accurate and have less uncertainty as project definition increases.  This 
table provides a rough framework to describe the accuracy of project estimated costs in this 
report.  A discussion of cost estimate classes, in order of increasing accuracy, is presented below: 
 

 Class 5 (Order-of-Magnitude Estimates) – Order-of-magnitude estimates are sometimes 
referred to as “conceptual” or “ballpark” estimates.  These estimates are made without 
detailed engineering data using only basic criteria such as area or distance.  An estimate 
of this type would normally be expected to be accurate within +100 percent to -50 
percent.  Order-of-magnitude estimates are used to quickly screen several types of 
alternative designs. 

 Classes 4 and 3 (Preliminary Estimates) – Preliminary estimates are prepared once 
enough preliminary engineering has taken place to further define the project scope.  An 
estimate of this type is normally expected to be accurate within +50 percent to -30 
percent.  Since the preliminary estimate is more definitive than the order-of-magnitude 
estimate, it is better suited for determining project feasibility.   

 Classes 2 and 1 (Final Estimates) – Final estimates are prepared from very defined 
engineering data.  This data includes, as a minimum, fairly complete plans and 
specifications.  An estimate of this type is usually expected to be accurate within +15 
percent to -15 percent.  The final estimate has a level of accuracy that is appropriate for 
setting project budgets.   

 

A-1 

10.a



OFFICIAL BALLOT GENERAL ELECTION 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA November 7, 2000 

 
 
 

DISTRICT 
SANTA CLARA VALLY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 

A    ½ CENT TRANSIT SALES TAX 
To: 

• Connect BART to Milpitas, San Jose, Santa Clara;   
• Build rail connection from San Jose International Airport to BART, Caltrain, light rail; 
• Purchase vehicles for disabled access, senior safety, clean air buses;  
• Provide light rail throughout Santa Clara County;  
• Expand, electrify Caltrain;  
• Increase rail, bus service.  

 
Shall Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority enact a ½ cent sales tax for 30 years 
beginning 4/1/06 when current tax expires, with annual audits published in local newspapers and 
an independent citizens watchdog committee? 
 

COMPLETE TEXT OF MEASURE A 
Shall the Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) be 
authorized to enact a retail transactions and use tax ordinance imposing (a) a tax for the 
privilege of selling tangible personal property at retail upon every retailer in Santa Clara 
County, the territory of VTA; such tax to be at the rate of one-half of one percent of the gross 
receipts of the retailer from the sale of all tangible personal property sold by him at retail in the 
territory of VTA, and (b) a complimentary tax upon the storage, use, or other consumption in 
Santa Clara County, the territory of VTA; such tax to be at the rate of one-half of one percent 
of the sales price of the property whose storage, use , or other consumption is subject to the tax, 
such taxes to be imposed for a period not to exceed 30 years, and to take effect only upon the 
expiration of the current County of Santa Clara 1996 Measure B ½ cent sales tax in April, 
2006, and to be used only to: 

• Extend BART from Fremont through Milpitas to Downtown San Jose and the Santa 
Clara Caltrain Station, specifically,  
To build a BART Extension from Fremont to Milpitas, San Jose and Santa Clara with a 
major connection to the Tasman Light Rail line at the Milpitas BART Station. In San Jose to 
include a BART subway section with stations at San Jose State University, the new San Jose 
City Hall, Downtown San Jose at Market Street, San Jose Arena and the Diridon Multimodal 
Station connecting to Caltrain, ACE, Amtrak, the Vasona Light Rail line and VTA bus 
service. In Santa Clara, to serve Santa Clara University, and the Caltrain Station with a 

APPENDIX B - 2000 MEASURE A BALLOT LANGUAGE
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people mover connection to San Jose International Airport. 

• Provide Connections from San Jose International Airport to BART, Caltrain and the 
VTA Light Rail, specifically,  
To build a people mover rail line connecting the airport passenger terminals directly with 
BART, Caltrain and the VTA Light Rail line. 

• Extend Light Rail from Downtown San Jose to the East Valley by  
Building a Downtown/East Valley Light Rail line from downtown San Jose serving the new 
San Jose City Hall and San Jose State University, out Santa Clara Street to Capitol Avenue to 
join the Capitol Light Rail line then south to Eastridge Shopping Center. 

• Purchase Low Floor Light Rail Vehicles, specifically  
To better serve disabled, seniors and others; purchase an additional 20 low floor light rail 
vehicles to join the 30 low floor vehicles now being constructed for the new Tasman, Capitol 
and Vasona Light Rail lines and 50 new low floor vehicles to replace VTA's existing 50 light 
rail vehicles. 

• Improve Caltrain: Double Track to Gilroy and Electrify from Palo Alto to Gilroy  
Extend the Caltrain double track from the San Jose Tamien Station through Morgan Hill to 
Gilroy. Provide VTA's funds for the partnership with San Francisco and San Mateo counties 
to electrify Caltrain from San Francisco to Gilroy. 

• Increase Caltrain Service, specifically  
Purchase new locomotive train sets for increased Caltrain service in Santa Clara County from 
Gilroy to Palo Alto and provide additional facilities to support the increased service.  

• Construct a New Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Center  
In partnership with the City of Palo Alto and Stanford University, design and construct a new 
parkway and underpass for University Avenue from the campus to downtown Palo Alto to 
improve bicycle, pedestrian and transit access to the campus, Palo Alto Caltrain station and 
downtown Palo Alto. Upgrade passenger facilities at the historic Palo Alto Caltrain station, 
upgrade transit facilities for VTA, SAMTRANS, Dumbarton Express and the Stanford 
Marguerita and Palo Alto shuttle services.  

• Improve Bus Service in Major Bus Corridors  
For VTA Line 22 (Palo Alto to Eastridge Center) and the Stevens Creek Boulevard Corridor, 
purchase new low floor articulated buses. Improve bus stops and major passenger transfer 
points and provide bus queue jumping lanes at intersections to permit buses quick access 
along the corridors. 

• Upgrade Altamont Commuter Express (ACE)  
Provide VTA's matching funds for additional train sets, passenger facilities and service 
upgrades for the ACE Commuter Service from San Joaquin and Alameda Counties. 

APPENDIX B - 2000 MEASURE A BALLOT LANGUAGE
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• Improve Highway 17 Express Bus Service  
Provide VTA's share of funds for the partnership with the Santa Cruz County Transit District 
for additional buses and service upgrades for the Highway 17 Express Bus Service.  

• Connect Caltrain with Dumbarton Rail Corridor  
Provide VTA's share of matching funds for a partnership with Alameda and San Mateo 
counties for the rebuilding of the Dumbarton Rail Corridor to connect to Caltrain and train 
sets for this new service conditioned on Alameda and San Mateo County's funding. 

• Purchase Zero Emission Buses and Construct Service Facilities  
Provide funds to supplement federal funds to expand and replace existing VTA diesel bus 
fleet from current size of just over 500 vehicles to 750 vehicles with the new zero emission 
buses and to provide maintenance facilities for this new, clean vehicle propulsion system. All 
new buses to be low floor for easier boarding by seniors and the disabled. 

• Develop New Light Rail Corridors  
Provide capital funds for at least two new future light rail corridors to be determined by 
Major Investment Studies (MIS). Potential corridors include: Sunnyvale/Cupertino; Santa 
Teresa/Coyote Valley; Downtown/East Valley Connection to Guadalupe Line; Stevens Creek 
Boulevard; North County/Palo Alto; Winchester/Vasona Junction; and, initial study of 
BART connection from Santa Clara through Palo Alto to San Mateo County. 

• Fund Operating and Maintenance Costs for Increased Bus, Rail and Paratransit 
Service  
Provide revenue to ensure funding, to at least 2014, and possibly longer, of the following: the 
new Tasman East, Capitol and Vasona Light Rail lines, the commuter rail connection to 
BART, expanded paratransit services, expanded bus fleet of 750 vehicles, the 
Downtown/East Valley Light Rail line operations, which can commence in 2008, and the 
BART extension to San Jose which can commence operations by 2010; 

All subject to the following mandatory requirements:  

• The Tax Must Expire 30 Years After Implementation. 
If approved by the voters, this half-cent sales tax must expire 30 years after 
implementation.  The tax will be imposed for the period commencing April 1, 2006 when 
current tax expires and terminate on March 31, 2036.  The length of this tax cannot be 
extended without a vote – and the approval – of the residents of Santa Clara County. 

 
• An Independent Citizen's Watchdog Committee Must Review all Expenditures.  

The Independent Citizen’s Watchdog Committee will consist of private citizens, not 
elected officials, who comprise the VTA’s Citizen’s Advisory Committee.  
Responsibilities of the Citizen’s Watchdog Committee are: 
• Public Hearings and Reports: The Committee will hold public hearings and issue 

reports on at least an annual basis to inform Santa Clara County residents how the 
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funds are being spent.  The hearings will be held in full compliance with the Brown 
Act, California’s open meeting law with information announcing the hearings well-
publicized and posted in advance. 

• Annual Independent Audits: An annual audit conducted by an independent Auditor 
will be done each fiscal year to ensure tax dollars are being spent in accordance with 
the intent of this measure. 

• Publish results of Audits and Annual Reports: The Committee must publish the results 
of the Independent Auditor and the Annual Report in local newspapers.  In addition, 
copies of these documents must be made available to the public at large. 

such authorization being pursuant to the provisions of Sections 100250 et seq. of the public 
Utilities Code and Sections 7251 et seq. of the Revenue and Taxation Code.
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Date: September 9, 2010
Current Meeting: October 13, 2010
Board Meeting: N/A

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief External Affairs Officer, Greta Helm

SUBJECT: 2011 CAC Committee Leadership Election Process: Appoint Nomination 
Subcommittee

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

Policy-Related Action: No Government Code Section 84308 Applies: No

ACTION ITEM

RECOMMENDATION:

Appoint a nomination subcommittee to identify Committee members interested in serving as the 
chairperson or vice chairperson for 2011.

BACKGROUND:

The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) bylaws require that the committee elect from its 
membership a chairperson and a vice chairperson each year.  The chairperson and vice 
chairperson positions serve a one-year term and are eligible for election to successive terms.  The 
bylaws provide that election for the CAC chairperson and vice chairperson positions are 
conducted the last meeting of the calendar year (usually December).

The duties of the chairperson are to preside at all meetings of the committee and represent the 
committee before the Board of Directors.  In addition, it is the responsibility of the CAC 
chairperson to provide to the Board, at each of its regular meetings, a verbal report on the 
previous CAC meeting and any committee concerns.  The duty of the vice chairperson is to 
perform the duties of the chairperson when the chairperson is absent.  It is the responsibility of 
all advisory committee chairpersons and vice chairpersons to participate in quarterly 
coordination meetings between themselves and the VTA Board chairperson and vice 
chairperson.  In addition, they are required to attend one brief training and orientation session 
prior to the commencement of their terms. 
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DISCUSSION:

The election process for chairperson and vice chairperson is comprised of three distinct steps.  
The first step is the appointing of the nomination subcommittee.  The second is presentation of 
the nomination subcommittee’s report.  The final step is conducting elections to select the 
chairperson and vice chairperson.  Each of these components is conducted during the committee 
meeting.

Appointing the Nominating Subcommittee
The chairperson requests volunteers to serve on the nomination subcommittee, which is typically 
comprised of two or three members.  If there are no volunteers or an insufficient number, it is the 
chairperson’s prerogative to appoint committee members to serve on it.  It is required that the 
committee votes to approve the appointment of members to the nomination subcommittee.  This 
step normally takes place two meetings prior to conducting the elections.

The nomination subcommittee identifies members interested in serving as the chairperson or vice 
chairperson.  This is done by soliciting nominations from members, either for themselves or 
other members, and is done at a time other than during the committee meeting.  Additionally, it 
is the nomination subcommittee’s responsibility to determine that members who have been 
nominated are willing to serve.

Report from the Nomination Subcommittee
At the meeting immediately preceding the elections, the nomination subcommittee provides a 
verbal report to the advisory committee identifying committee members who have confirmed 
their willingness to serve.  This establishes the initial list of candidates for the elections to be
held at the next meeting.  The nomination subcommittee is automatically discharged when its 
report is formally presented to the committee.  No action is required of the committee other than 
to receive the report.

Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
These elections, which are held at the bylaw-specified meeting whenever possible, are conducted 
for the chairperson and vice chairperson positions individually and in sequence.  Immediately 
preceding the vote, the chairperson shall ask whether there are any nominations from the floor, 
then close the nominating process to establish the final list of candidates for each position.

For CAC, the affirmative vote of a majority of the total authorized membership is required to 
elect the chairperson and vice chairperson and the term of office for both begins January 1 of the 
calendar year following the scheduled vote.

Due to cancellation of the December CAC meeting, which will be replaced with a joint 
workshop for VTA’s five advisory committees to discuss VTA’s FY 2011-2012 biennial budget, 
it is recommended that the elections for the CAC chairperson and vice chairperson will be 
conducted at the November CAC meeting.  During the early portion of that meeting, the 
Nomination Subcommittee will provide its report.  In order for the Committee to have suitable 
time to consider the list of candidates, the election will be conducted towards the end of the 
meeting.  The term of office for both positions will commence January 1, 2011.
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ALTERNATIVES:
There are no alternatives since the Committee’s bylaws specifies that to complete the required 
election process the Committee must first appoint a nominating subcommittee to identify 
members interested in serving as the chairperson or vice chairperson.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact resulting from the election process.

Prepared by: Stephen Flynn, Sr. Management Analyst
Memo No. 2662
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