
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
and

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) meeting begins at 4:30 PM
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting begins at the conclusion of the CWC meeting.

VTA Conference Room B-104
3331 North First Street

San Jose, CA

AGENDA

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

CALL TO ORDER

1. ROLL CALL

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS:

This portion of the agenda is reserved for persons desiring to address the Committee on 
any matter not on the agenda.  Speakers are limited to 2 minutes.  The law does not 
permit Committee action or extended discussion on any item not on the agenda except 
under special circumstances.  If Committee action is requested, the matter can be placed 
on a subsequent agenda.  All statements that require a response will be referred to staff 
for reply in writing.

4. Receive Committee Staff Report.  (Verbal Report)  (Helm)

• Receive a Report from the General Manager.  (Verbal Report) (Burns)

5. Receive Chairperson’s Report.  (Verbal Report)  (Powers)

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS/ 
GENERAL MANAGER

COMBINED CAC AND 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDAS

6. Approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 10, 2011.

7. INFORMATION ITEM - Review the Monthly Legislative History Matrix.
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 8. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Quarterly 
Attendance Report.

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE REGULAR 
AGENDA

 9. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive the Semi-Annual Report for the 2000 Measure A 
Transit Improvement Program through June 2011.

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA

10. ACTION ITEM - Recommend that the VTA Board of Directors accept the findings from 
the 2011 Transportation System Monitoring Program report.

11. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive announcement on Eco Pass Program Evaluation.

COMBINED CAC AND CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE ITEMS

12. Review the Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens Watchdog Committee Work 
Plans.  (Powers)

OTHER

13. ANNOUNCEMENTS

14. ADJOURN

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), those requiring accommodations 

or accessible media for this meeting should notify the Board Secretary’s Office 48 hours prior to 

the meeting at (408) 321-5680 or e-mail: board.secretary.@vta.org, (408) 321-2330 (TTY only).  

VTA’s Homepage is located on the Web at: <http://www.vta.org/> or visit us on Facebook 

<http://www.facebook.com/scvta>. 

All reports for items on the open meeting agenda are available for review in the Board 

Secretary’s Office, 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California, (408) 321-5680, the Friday, 

Monday, and Tuesday prior to the meeting.  This information is available on VTA’s website at 

http://www.vta.org and also at the meeting.



  
 
 
 
 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
and 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE 
 

August 10, 2011 
 

MINUTES 

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) was called to order at          
4:35 p.m. by Chairperson Powers, in Conference Room B-104, VTA River Oaks Campus, 3331 
North First Street, San Jose, California. 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Jeremy Barousse Member Absent 
Stephen Blaylock Member Absent 
Clinton Brownley  Member Present 
Bena Chang Member Present 
Chris Elias Member Present 
William Hadaya Member Present 
Ray Hashimoto Member Present 
Roberta Hughan Member Present 
Robert Jacobvitz Vice Chairperson Present 
Aaron Morrow Member Present 
Charlotte Powers Chairperson Present 
Sally Probst Member Present 
Connie Rogers Member Present 
Martin Schulter Member Present 
Noel Tebo Member Present 
Herman Wadler Member Absent 

A quorum was present. 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

There were no Orders of the Day. 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

There were no Public Presentations. 
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4. Committee Staff Report 

Greta Helm, Chief External Affairs Officer and Staff Liaison, reported: 1) On July 15, 
2011, VTA launched free 4G WiFi Internet connectivity on all VTA light rail vehicles;  
2) VTA is replacing its existing fareboxes with new fareboxes that have smartcard 
capability; 3) VTA’s participation in National Night Out events to educate the public 
about the safe VTA experience; 4) Marketing initiatives in the coming months to build 
ridership; 5) For the month of June, system-wide-average-weekday ridership increased by 
7.1%; 6) So Cool Pass – a 3-month pass VTA is offering for the price of 2 months;  
7) VTA is in partnership with San Jose Jazz Festival, encouraging festival attendees to 
take VTA; 8) Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Governance Bill – Bay 
Area Regionalism Hearing on September 13th at 10:00 a.m. Ms. Helm will provide 
details to the Committee as they become available; and 9) Staff is working with the 
CAC/CWC Chair to prepare a video regarding the Measure A Program and audit results. 

5. Chairperson’s Report 

Chairperson Powers reported on:  1) roadblocks for the bill to add San Jose and Oakland 
to the MTC Board; and 2) the July CAC/CWC Clipper Card/BART tour. 

Member Schulter took his seat at 4:48 p.m. 

Chairperson Powers reported that Member Liedstrand had resigned his position on the 
CAC/CWC. 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS/ 
GENERAL MANAGER 

COMBINED CAC AND 2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG 
COMMITTEE CONSENT AGENDAS 

6. Regular Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2011 

M/S/C (Chang/Hashimoto) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2011. 

7. Monthly Legislative History Matrix  

M/S/C (Chang/Hashimoto) to review the Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 

8. VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report 

M/S/C (Chang/Hashimoto) to receive the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report. 

 
 
NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, 

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE REGULAR 
AGENDA 

There were no items for the 2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee Regular Agenda. 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGULAR AGENDA 

  9. I-680 Express Lane Project 

Murali Ramanujam, Transportation Engineering Manager, provided the staff report. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
an update on the I-680 Express Lane project. 

10. Valley Transportation Plan, Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable 
Communities Strategy activities 

John Sighamony, Senior Transportation Planner, provided the staff report. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
a verbal update on the Valley Transportation Plan, Regional Transportation Plan and 
Sustainable Communities Strategy activities. 

11. Metropolitan Transportation Commission's "One Bay Area" Grant proposal in the 
context of the VTA Board's adopted Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategies (RTP/SCS) principles 

Amin Surani, Principal Transportation Planner, provided the staff report. 

Members of the Committee noted their support of VTA’s regional approach of 
comingling transportation and housing. 

Members of the Committee noted their support of the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission’s proposal to program transit-oriented development funds to support low-
income housing within the transit-oriented development area and expressed their desire 
that this message be conveyed to the Board.  Member Chang expressed her opinion that 
funding for transportation should not be used for housing. 

Staff acknowledged the importance of low-income housing, but noted, with diminishing 
federal and state transportation funds, monies earmarked for transportation should be 
used strictly for transportation.  Staff noted the Committee’s comments would be 
conveyed to the Board during the Standing Committee Meetings. 

Member Chang noted the Silicon Valley Leadership Group is working hard to find and/or 
increase funding for affordable housing. 

Members of the Committee noted they did not want affordable housing to be overlooked. 
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On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee 
discussed the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s “One Bay Area” Grant 
proposal in the context of the VTA Board’s adopted Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategies (RTP/SCS) principles. 

Member Hadaya left the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

12. Proactive CMP Quarterly Report for April through June 2011 

Robert Swierk, Senior Transportation Planner, provided the staff report. 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee received 
the Proactive CMP Quarterly Report for April through June 2011. 

 COMBINED CAC AND CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE ITEMS 

13. Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens Watchdog Committee Work Plans 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the Committee 
reviewed the Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens Watchdog Committee Work 
Plans. 

OTHER 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Announcements. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

On order of Chairperson Powers and there being no objection, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Susan E. Garcia, Board Assistant 
VTA Office of the Board Secretary 



Date: August 29, 2011

Current Meeting: September 7, 2011

Board Meeting: October 6, 2011

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief External Affairs Officer, Greta Helm

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative History Matrix

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

For your information, I am attaching our Monthly Legislative History Matrix, which describes 
the key transportation-related bills that are being considered by the California State Legislature 
during the 2011-2012 session. The matrix indicates the status of these measures and any adopted 
VTA positions with regard to them.

DISCUSSION:

Lawmakers are in the throes of wrapping up work on bills that are still alive in the legislative 
process and bringing the first year of the two-year 2011/12 regular session to a close.  Measures 
that have not passed their house of origin and the policy and fiscal committees in the opposite 
house are now considered to be “two-year bills” and they cannot be considered again until next 
year.  The Legislature has until midnight on September 9 to approve bills that are still on a “one-
year track,” including the following key transportation-related measures:

AB 147 (Dickinson):  Sponsored by the California State Association of Counties (CSAC), AB 
147 expands the existing eligible uses of the fees charged by cities and counties to developers 
under the Subdivision Map Act to include the construction of public transit, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities.  Status:  Governor’s Desk.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 426 (B. Lowenthal):  This measure provides VTA and several other public transit agencies 
with the flexibility to establish the conditions under which fare evasion and passenger 
misconduct violations would be handled through an administrative adjudication process versus 
through the traditional criminal court process.  Status:  Signed into law.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 427 (J. Perez):  This legislation makes several technical changes to improve the 

7



Page 2 of 3

administration of the Transit System Safety, Security, and Disaster Response Account under 
Proposition 1B.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 485 (Ma):  Sponsored by the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART), AB 485 is a 
reintroduction of prior unsuccessful legislation that would allow for the use of infrastructure 
financing districts to implement a transit village development plan.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA 
Position:  Support.

AB 650 (Blumenfield):  Sponsored by a coalition of five environmental groups led by the 
Environmental Defense Fund and TransForm, AB 650 establishes the Blue Ribbon Task Force 
on Public Transportation for the 21st Century to make recommendations to the Governor and 
Legislature on how to develop, implement and fund a comprehensive, well-coordinated and fully 
functioning public transit system in California.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 710 (Skinner):  This legislation generally prohibits a city or county from requiring a 
minimum parking standard greater than one parking space per 1,000 square feet of non-
residential improvements and one parking space per unit of residential improvements for any 
new development project located in a transit intensive area.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA 
Position:  None.

AB 845 (Ma):  Also sponsored by BART, AB 845 codifies certain portions of the California 
Transportation Commission’s guidelines relating to the distribution of Proposition 1A funds 
under the Commuter/Urban Rail Program.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 892 (Carter):  This measure permits Caltrans to continue to participate in a federal pilot 
program that allows certain states to assume the responsibilities of the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Status:  
Governor’s Office. VTA Position:  None.

AB 1105 (Gordon):  This bill allows VTA to convert the entire length of existing carpool lanes 
on U.S. 101 between Morgan Hill and Redwood City to express lanes, rather than having to stop 
the express lanes at the San Mateo County line.  Status:  Signed into law.  VTA Position:  
Sponsor.

AB 1164 (Gordon):  Intended to address circumstances where California may be at risk of losing 
transportation dollars from Washington, D.C., AB 1164 allows Caltrans to make loans of federal 
funds deposited into the State Highway Account to advance Proposition 1B bond projects.  
Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA Position:  None.

AB 1215 (Blumenfield):  This bill requires a new motor vehicle dealer to use electronic 
programs to register any vehicle sold or leased in California.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA 
Position:  None.

SB 28 (Simitian):  The latest attempt to address the issue of distracted driving, SB 28 increases 
the base fines for operating a motor vehicle while using a cell phone or texting, and extends these 
prohibitions to bicyclists.  Status:  Governor’s Office.  VTA Position:  None.
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SB 310 (Hancock):  Building on the incentives that SB 375 (Steinberg) put in place to encourage 
transit-oriented development, SB 310 allows cities and counties to offer developers a guaranteed 
density bonus for so-called “transit priority projects” that meet specified requirements.  In 
addition, SB 310 allows cities and counties to use property tax increment revenues from an 
infrastructure financing district to reimburse the permit expenses and affordable housing costs 
incurred by a developer pursuing a transit priority project.  Status:  Assembly Floor.  VTA 
Position:  Support.

SB 582 (Yee):  Sponsored by MTC, SB 582 authorizes a metropolitan planning organization 
(MPO) to adopt a regional commute benefit ordinance that requires employers operating within 
the jurisdiction of the MPO to offer their employees one of the following commute benefits:  (1) 
the option to pay for their transit, vanpooling or bicycling expenses with pre-tax dollars;  (2) a 
transit or vanpool subsidy; or  (3) a free shuttle or vanpool operated by or for the employer.  
Status:  Vetoed by the Governor.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 791 (Steinberg):  Sponsored by the League of Conservation Voters, SB 791 authorizes an 
MPO, subject to majority voter approval, to impose for up to 30 years a per-gallon, regional 
transportation congestion reduction charge at the pump to fund:  (a) public transit;  (b) bicycle 
and pedestrian projects;  (c) express lanes;  (d) improvements to state highways and local 
streets/roads; and  (e) projects and programs that would help a region implement its SB 375 
sustainable communities strategy.  Status:  Assembly Rules Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

Of note, AB 57 (Beall), which calls for adding two voting seats to MTC to be appointed by the 
mayors of San Jose and Oakland from the membership of their respective city councils, is now a 
two-year bill.  After passing the Assembly on a bipartisan vote of 71-5, the measure was held up
in the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee, largely because of opposition from San 
Francisco.  AB 57 will be heard and voted on by this committee sometime next year.  In the 
meantime, the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee has scheduled an informational 
hearing on “Bay Area Regionalism” for 10 a.m. on September 13 at San Jose City Hall.

Prepared By: Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager
Memo No. 3012
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
2011 – 2012 State Legislative Session 

August 19, 2011 
 

State Assembly Bills 
 

State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 3 
(Miller) 
Motor Vehicles:  
Confidential Home 
Addresses 

As part of its vehicle registration renewal process, requires the Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) to provide a person who requests a confidential home address with any outstanding notices 
of toll evasion violations that appear in the person’s record with the department.  Requires the 
DMV to refuse to renew the registration of a vehicle if:  (a) the processing agency has filed or 
electronically transmitted to the department an itemization of unpaid toll violations;  (b) the DMV 
has mailed a notice of toll evasion violations to the person; and  (c) the person has not paid the 
penalty. 

4/14/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 14 
(Wieckowski) 
Fremont 
Redevelopment 
Agency 

Authorizes the Fremont Redevelopment Agency to adopt a redevelopment plan for a project area 
encompassing or surrounding the New United Motor Manufacturing, Inc., (NUMMI) automobile 
plant and the Warm Springs Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) Station.  Sets forth alternative 
conditions that cause blight for purposes of adopting this redevelopment plan.  Authorizes the 
Fremont Redevelopment Agency to use tax increment revenues derived from the project area to 
assist in funding school facilities that will serve the future residents of the project area.  Upon the 
request of the agency, allows the city of Fremont to impose a higher maximum school facilities 
development impact fee with respect to residential developments in the project area than what is 
provided for under existing law. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Housing and 
Community 
Development 
Committee 

 

AB 16 
(Perea) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Rolling Stock and 
Equipment Purchases 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to make every effort to purchase high-speed 
train rolling stock and related equipment manufactured in the state, consistent with federal and state 
laws. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Floor  

2009-2010 Legislative History        Page 1 of 28  
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State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 31 
(Beall) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Local Master Plans 

Establishes the High-Speed Rail Local Master Plan Pilot Program.  Authorizes the cities and 
counties in the Central Valley that have an approved station for California’s high-speed rail system 
to participate in the pilot program.  Authorizes the planning agency of each participating 
jurisdiction to prepare and adopt a master plan for development of the areas surrounding its high-
speed rail station.  Allows the high-speed rail master plan to include incentives for encouraging 
investment and coherent growth in the areas surrounding the high-speed rail system.  Authorizes 
each participating jurisdiction to collaborate with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to 
develop incentives to encourage development while concurrently reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.  Requires a participating jurisdiction to prepare an environmental impact report (EIR) 
for its high-speed rail master plan in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  Allows a participating jurisdiction that prepares and adopts a high-speed rail master plan 
to finance any publicly owned facility or amenity necessary to implement the plan through an 
infrastructure financing district.  Eliminates the requirement for voter approval for the formation of 
an infrastructure financing district, adoption of an infrastructure financing plan, and the issuance of 
bonds if the district is being proposed to implement a high-speed rail master plan.  Prohibits the 
formation of this type of infrastructure financing district unless the city or county has prepared an 
EIR that provides that the base population density within the area covered by the high-speed rail 
master plan has increased.  Exempts development projects within the area covered by the 
infrastructure financing district and consistent with the high-speed rail master plan from CEQA for 
the 10 years following the start of construction of the first building.  Requires a transit village 
development plan utilizing an infrastructure financing district to do all of the following:  (1) use at 
least 20 percent of all revenues derived from the infrastructure financing district to increase, 
improve and preserve the supply of low- and moderate-income affordable housing in the district for 
a period of at least 55 years for rental housing and 45 years for owner-occupied housing;  (2) 
replace dwelling units at an affordable housing cost when specified dwelling units are destroyed or 
removed; and  (3) include either an increased stock of affordable housing or live-travel options for 
transit-needy groups as one of its five demonstrable public benefits.  In preparing its sustainable 
communities strategy pursuant to SB 375, allows a metropolitan planning organization (MPO) to 
consider the high-speed rail system, any high-speed rail station established within the region, and 
any associated effects of either that bears relation to the sustainable communities strategy. 

3/24/11 Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 

Support 

AB 41 
(Hill) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Conflicts 
of Interest and Ex 
Parte Communications 

Adds members of the Board of Directors of the California High-Speed Rail Authority to those 
specified officers who must publicly identify a financial interest giving rise to a conflict of interest 
or potential conflict of interest, and recuse themselves accordingly.  Requires authority Board 
members to fully disclose and make public any ex parte communication by providing a full report 
of the communication to the authority’s executive director.  Requires the authority’s executive 
director to place any report of an ex parte communication in the public record.  Prohibits an 
authority Board member from making, participating in or influencing an authority decision about 
which he or she has knowingly had an ex parte communication that has not been reported. 

6/9/11 Senate Floor  

7.a
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State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 57 
(Beall) 
Metropolitan 
Transportation 
Commission:  
Governance 

Adds two seats to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) as follows:  (1) one 
appointed by the mayor of San Jose from the San Jose City Council; and (2) one appointed by the 
mayor of Oakland from the Oakland City Council.  Prohibits more than three members of MTC 
from being residents of the same county. 

5/19/11 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

Support 

AB 58 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Staffing 
and Reporting 
Requirements 

For purposes of managing and administering the ongoing work of the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority in implementing the state’s proposed high-speed train project, allows the Governor, upon 
the recommendation of the authority’s executive director, to appoint up to six additional officers 
who would:  (a) be exempt from civil service; and  (b) serve at the pleasure of the executive 
director.  Limits the Governor’s authority in this regard to the following positions:  (1) chief 
program manager;  (2) regional director;  (3) chief financial officer; and  (4) director of risk 
management and project controls.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to conduct a salary 
survey to determine the compensation for the executive director and these additional officers, and 
requires their salaries to be established by the authority and approved by the Department of 
Personnel Administration.  Beginning March 1, 2012, requires the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority to report biannually to the Legislature on the development and implementation of the 
state’s proposed high-speed rail project.  Requires the report to include all of the following:  (1) a 
summary describing the overall progress of the project;  (2) the baseline budget for all project phase 
costs, by segment or contract, beginning with the authority’s 2009 Business Plan;  (3) the current 
and projected budget, by segment or contract, for all project phase costs;  (4) expenditures to date, 
by segment or contract, for all project phase costs;  (5) a comparison of the current and projected 
work schedule and the baseline schedule contained in the authority’s 2009 Business Plan;  (6) a 
summary of the milestones achieved during the prior year and milestones expected to be reached in 
the coming year;  (7) any issues identified during the prior year and actions taken to address those 
issues; and  (8) a thorough discussion of various risks to the project and steps taken to mitigate 
those risks. 

3/16/11 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 76 
(Harkey) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Proposition 1A Bonds 

Reduces the amount of general obligation bond debt authorized pursuant to Proposition 1A to the 
amount contracted as of January 1, 2012. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 133 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail: 
Federal Funds 

Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires any federal funds made available to California for 
high-speed rail purposes to be used for preliminary engineering, project-level environmental work, 
mitigation, final design, and construction for any of the following corridors:  (1) San Francisco to 
San Jose;  (2) Merced to Fresno;  (3) Fresno to Bakersfield; and  (4) Los Angeles to Anaheim. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 145 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  
Organizational 
Structure 

Places the California High-Speed Rail Authority within the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency.  Requires the authority to establish policies directing the development and implementation 
of intercity high-speed train service that is fully integrated with the state’s existing intercity rail and 
bus network, consisting of interlinked conventional and high-speed train lines and associated feeder 
buses.  Further specifies that the intercity network in turn shall be fully coordinated and connected 
with commuter train lines and urban transit systems developed by local agencies, through the use of 
common station facilities wherever possible.  Requires the authority to do all of the following:  (1) 
select the alignments for the routes of the state’s high-speed train system;  (2) advise the secretary 
of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency concerning high-speed rail matters;  (3) adopt 
criteria for the awarding of franchises; and  (4) set fares or establish guidelines for the setting of 
fares.  Requires the Governor’s appointments to the authority to be confirmed by the Senate.  For 
purposes of managing and administering the ongoing work of the authority in implementing the 
state’s high-speed train project, allows the Governor, upon the recommendation of the authority’s 
executive director, to appoint up to six additional individuals who would:  (a) be exempt from civil 
service; and  (b) serve at the pleasure of the executive director.  Limits the Governor’s authority in 
this regard to the following positions:  (1) chief program manager;  (2) up to three regional 
directors;  (3) chief financial officer; and  (4) director of risk management and project controls.  
Requires the authority to submit a business plan to the Legislature every two years.  Requires the 
authority to submit a high-speed train capital program to the Legislature and Governor each even-
numbered year. 

7/13/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 147 
(Dickinson) 
Building Permit Fees 

Allows a local agency to require the payment of a fee as a condition of approving a final map or 
issuing a building permit for purposes of defraying the actual or estimated cost of constructing 
pedestrian, bicycle, public transit, or traffic-calming facilities. 

5/31/11 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

AB 148 
(Smyth) 
Local Government:  
Ethics Training 

Includes compensation setting guidelines under the definition of “ethics laws.”  Requires a local 
agency to post the ethics training records of all of its elected members on its Internet Web site and 
to submit a copy of the records to the Controller’s Office.  Requires a local agency that has adopted 
a written attendance compensation policy or written reimbursement policy to post that policy on its 
Internet Web site and to submit a copy of that policy to the Controller’s Office. 

4/14/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 162 
(Smyth) 
Local Governments:  
Financial Audits 

If findings are made in a local agency’s annual financial audit prepared pursuant to the federal 
Single Audit Act of 1984 that there have been possible deficiencies in internal control, fraud, illegal 
acts, violations of provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuses, requires the findings to be 
sent to the Controller’s Office immediately after the audit has been concluded. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 

 

AB 187 
(Lara) 
High-Risk Local 
Government Agency 
Audit Program 

Authorizes the Bureau of State Audits to establish a High-Risk Local Government Agency Audit 
Program for the purpose of identifying, auditing and issuing reports on any local government 
agency that the bureau identifies as:  (a) being at high risk for the potential of waste, fraud, abuse, 
or mismanagement; or  (b) having major challenges associated with its economy, efficiency or 
effectiveness.  For local government agencies identified as high risk, requires the bureau to issue 
audit reports at least once every two years with recommendations for improvement.  Requires the 
bureau to remove an agency from the program if the agency has taken significant corrective 
measures for the deficiencies identified by the bureau. 

6/22/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 195 
(Hernandez) 
Public Agencies:  
Labor Relations 

Prohibits a public agency from doing any of the following:  (1) imposing or threatening to impose 
reprisals on employees; discriminating or threatening to discriminate against employees; or 
otherwise interfering with, restraining or coercing employees because of their exercise of collective 
bargaining rights guaranteed under state law;  (2) denying to employee organizations any collective 
bargaining rights guaranteed under state law;  (3) refusing or failing to meet and negotiate in good 
faith with a recognized employee organization;  (4) dominating or interfering with the formation or 
administration of any employee organization; contributing financial or other support to any 
employee organization; or in any way encouraging employees to join any organization in 
preference to another; and  (5) refusing to participate in good faith in an applicable impasse 
procedure.  Specifies that knowingly providing a recognized employee organization with inaccurate 
information regarding the financial resources of the public employer constitutes a refusal or failure 
to meet and negotiate in good faith. 

7/11/11 Senate Floor: 
Concurrence 

 

AB 277 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Power Needs 

By May 1, 2012, requires the California Research Bureau to develop and submit to the Legislature 
and the California High-Speed Rail Authority an energy consumption profile that includes:  (a) a 
forecast of the power needs of the state’s proposed high-speed train system; and  (b) an analysis of, 
and any recommendations for identifying, a carbon-free baseload power supply to be available and 
operational at the time the high-speed train system commences operation. 

4/7/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 292 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to appoint an agricultural advisory committee 
consisting of nine members selected from a list of nominees recommended by the Department of 
Food and Agriculture.  Specifies that the purpose of the committee is to advise the authority on the 
impact that the authority’s policies, plans, practices, and procedures will have on the agricultural 
community.  Requires the authority to consult with the committee prior to adopting any policy 
relevant to agriculture, and to reflect the comments of the committee in any related action item 
brought before the board of the authority.  Requires the authority to provide written responses to 
the committee’s comments. 

8/16/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 294 
(Portantino) 
Design-Sequencing 
Contracts 

Until January 1, 2015, allows Caltrans to award design-sequencing contracts for the design and 
construction of not more than five transportation projects.  Defines “design-sequencing” as a 
method of contracting that enables the sequencing of design activities to permit each construction 
phase to commence when design for that phase is complete, instead of requiring design for the 
entire project to be completed before commencing construction.  Requires Caltrans to use 
department employees or consultants under contract with the department to perform all design 
services related to design-sequencing contracts authorized by this bill, consistent with Article XXII 
of the California Constitution. 

5/27/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 296 
(Skinner) 
Cool Pavements 
Research and 
Implementation Act 

By January 1, 2014, requires Caltrans to publish and make available a Cool Pavements Handbook 
that incorporates existing specifications, testing protocols and best practices for cool pavement use.  
Requires Caltrans to implement one or more cool pavement pilot projects, with the goal of 
completing the construction of those projects no later than January 1, 2015.  By January 1, 2018, 
requires Caltrans to submit a report to the Legislature describing the results of the cool pavement 
pilot projects.  Requires the report to also include the upfront and life-cycle costs, environmental 
benefits, energy savings, and durability of various pavement options. 

6/21/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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AB 333 
(Grove) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  Cap-
and-Trade Program 

No later than July 31, 2011, requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to make findings 
and submit a status report to the Legislature on the readiness of implementing a cap-and-trade 
program pursuant to the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.  Once the program is 
implemented, requires CARB to provide an annual status report to the Legislature. 

5/11/11 Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 343 
(Atkins) 
Redevelopment Plans 

Requires a redevelopment plan to be consistent with the regional sustainable communities strategy 
or alternative planning strategy adopted by the applicable metropolitan planning organization 
(MPO) pursuant to SB 375 (Steinberg). 

6/14/11 Senate 
Governance and 
Finance 
Committee 

 

AB 345 
(Atkins) 
Traffic Control 
Devices:  Consultation 

Requires Caltrans to consult with groups representing users of streets, roads and highways, 
including bicyclists, persons with disabilities, motorists, movers of commercial goods, pedestrians, 
public transit riders, and seniors, when adopting rules and standards for traffic control devices.  
Requires that any advisory committee that Caltrans establishes for the purpose of developing its 
traffic control devices include groups representing non-motorizing interests of users of streets, 
roads and highways. 

6/29/11 Senate Floor  

AB 356 
(Hill) 
Public Works Projects:  
Local Hiring Policies 

Prohibits any local agency from mandating that any portion or percentage of work on a public 
works project be performed by local residents or persons who reside within particular geographic 
areas if any portion of that project will take place outside the geographic boundaries of the local 
agency.  Provides that if a local agency receives state funding for a public works project located 
entirely within its jurisdiction and the agency implements a policy of hiring only local residents, 
any increase in the cost of the public works project that is attributable to the policy must be funded 
with local dollars. 

4/25/11 Assembly Floor  

AB 365 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail 
Contracts:  Small 
Business Participation 

Imposes various penalties for certain unlawful actions on the part of entities that have obtained 
classification from the California High-Speed Rail Authority as a small business enterprise, 
microbusiness or disabled veteran business enterprise. 

4/14/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 381 
(Alejo) 
Caltrans 

Makes non-substantive, technical changes to provisions in current law regarding the administration 
of Caltrans. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

AB 385 
(Harkey) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Investment Grade 
Analysis 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to approve and submit to the Department of 
Finance, its independent peer review group and the Legislature an investment grade analysis of the 
state’s entire high-speed train system. 

4/25/11 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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AB 426 
(B. Lowenthal) 
Fare Evasion and 
Passenger Misconduct:  
Civil Administrative 
Penalties 

Allows VTA and eight other public transit agencies to enact and enforce an ordinance providing 
that a person who is cited for fare evasion and various passenger misconduct violations be afforded 
an opportunity to complete an administrative process that imposes only an administrative penalty 
enforced in a civil proceeding. 

6/10/11 Signed into 
Law:  
Chapter #100 

Support 

AB 427 
(J. Perez) 
Proposition 1B Bonds:  
Public Transit Safety 

Makes several statutory changes to how the Transit System Safety, Security, and Disaster Response 
Account under Proposition 1B is administered by the California Emergency Management Agency 
(Cal-EMA).  Specifically, allows intercity and commuter rail operators to receive funding under the 
formula portion of the account.  Requires an entity eligible to receive an allocation of formula 
funds under the account to submit a document, within 45 days of the Controller’s Office making 
the list of eligible recipients public, to Cal-EMA indicating:  (a) the entity’s intent to use its funds;  
(b) the projects for which the funds would be used; and  (c) a schedule of funds to be drawn down.  
Requires Cal-EMA to notify a regional transportation planning agency (RTPA) if formula funds 
under the account allocated to an entity within its region are not being used.  Requires Cal-EMA to 
allocate such funds to the RTPA if the latter provides notification, within 30 days, of its intent to 
distribute the funds within its region.  Allows Cal-EMA to reallocate the funds on a competitive 
basis to an eligible entity in a different region of the state if such notification is not received. 

8/15/11 Senate Floor Support 

AB 441 
(Monning) 
Regional 
Transportation Plans:  
Health Issues 

Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to include health and health equity 
factors, strategies, goals, and objectives in its guidelines for the preparation of regional 
transportation plans (RTPs).  Requires the Office of Planning and Research to develop guidelines 
for cities and counties to include in their local general, specific or regional plans health and health 
equity factors, goals, strategies, and objectives that would improve:  (a) community health status;  
(b) opportunities for recreational and physical activities;  (c) the availability of retail food 
establishments offering fresh produce;  (d) health-promoting transportation systems;  (d) social 
networks, capital and civic participation; and  (e) economic and community development. 

3/24/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 471 
(B. Lowenthal) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Inspector 
General 

Creates an independent Office of the Inspector General to oversee the activities of the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority.  Requires the Governor to appoint the inspector general for a six-year 
term, subject to confirmation by the Senate.  Requires the inspector general to review the 
authority’s policies and procedures, and to conduct audits and investigations of the authority’s 
activities. 

4/25/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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AB 485 
(Ma) 
Infrastructure 
Financing Districts:  
Transit Villages 

Allows for the formation of an infrastructure financing district, adoption of an infrastructure 
financing plan, and the issuance of bonds to implement a transit village development plan.  
Requires a transit village development plan utilizing an infrastructure financing district to do all of 
the following:  (1) use at least 20 percent of all revenues derived from the infrastructure financing 
district to increase, improve and preserve the supply of low- and moderate-income affordable 
housing in the district for a period of at least 55 years for rental housing and 45 years for owner-
occupied housing;  (2) replace dwelling units at an affordable housing cost when specified dwelling 
units are destroyed or removed; and  (3) include either an increased stock of affordable housing or 
live-travel options for transit-needy groups as one of its five demonstrable public benefits.  
Declares the intent of the Legislature that the development of transit village development districts 
throughout the state be environmentally conscious and sustainable, and that related construction 
meet or exceed the requirements of the California Green Building Standards Code.  Eliminates the 
requirement for voter approval for the formation of an infrastructure financing district, adoption of 
an infrastructure financing district plan, and the issuance of bonds for implementing an 
infrastructure financing district plan.  Specifies that the date on which an infrastructure financing 
district would cease to exist would not be more than 40 years from the date on which the city or 
county adopted the infrastructure financing district plan.  Requires an infrastructure financing 
district to distribute an annual report to each owner of land within the district and each affected 
taxing entity.  Requires the report to contain all of the following:  (1) a summary of the district’s 
expenditures;  (2) a description of the progress made toward the district’s adopted goals; and  (3) an 
assessment of the status regarding completion of the district’s public works projects. 

6/29/11 Senate Floor Support 

AB 492 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail 
Contracts:  Job 
Creation and Small 
Business Participation 

To the extent permitted by federal and state law, requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority 
to consider the creation of jobs and participation by small business enterprises in California when 
awarding major contracts, or when purchasing high-speed trains and related equipment and 
supplies.  Requires the authority to appoint a small business enterprise advisory committee to 
provide comments and feedback on the implementation of the authority’s small business enterprise 
policy in order to ensure proper oversight and accountability. 

6/27/11 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

AB 512 
(Gordon) 
Local Government 
Renewable Energy 
Self-Generation 
Program 

Makes several changes to the state’s Local Government Renewable Energy Self-Generation 
Program.  Specifically, increases the cap on the generating capacity of an eligible renewable 
generating facility from one megawatt to five megawatts.  Provides that an electrical corporation 
shall not be required to compensate a local government for electricity generated from an eligible 
renewable generating facility in excess of the bill credits applied to a designated benefiting account.  
Provides that a local government shall not be eligible for any other tariff or program that requires 
an electrical corporation to purchase generation from an eligible renewable generating facility 
participating in the Local Government Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program. 

7/12/11 Senate Floor  

AB 516 
(V. Perez) 
Safe Routes to School 

In awarding grants to local government agencies under the Safe Routes to School Program, requires 
Caltrans, as part of the rating process, to consider:  (a) the benefit of a particular project to a low-
income school; and  (b) the use of a public participation process by the project sponsor. 

7/14/11 Assembly Floor: 
Concurrence 
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AB 535 
(Morrell) 
State Agency 
Regulations 

Requires a state agency to review and report on regulations that it adopts or amends after January 1, 
2012.  Requires the review and report to be done five years after a particular regulation was 
adopted.  Requires the review and report to include the following 10 factors:  (1) the general and 
specific statutes authorizing the regulation;  (2) the objective of the regulation;  (3) the 
effectiveness of the regulation in achieving the objective;  (4) the consistency of the regulation with 
state and federal statutes;  (5) the agency’s enforcement policy;  (6) the agency’s view regarding 
current wisdom of the regulation;  (7) the clarity, conciseness and understandability of the 
regulation;  (8) a summary of the written criticisms of the regulation received by the agency;  (9) 
the estimated economic, small business and consumer impact of the regulation; and  (10) any 
course of action that the agency proposes to take regarding the regulation. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 551 
(Campos) 
Public Contracts:  
Prevailing Wage 
Requirements 

Increases the monetary penalties assessed to contractors and subcontractors on public works 
projects for violations of the state’s prevailing wage laws.  Makes a contractor or subcontractor on 
a public works project who is found to have committed two or more separate willful violations of 
the state’s prevailing wage laws within a three-year period ineligible to bid on or be awarded a 
contract for a public works project, or to perform work as a subcontractor on a public works project 
for a period of up to three years. 

6/29/11 Senate Floor  

AB 605 
(Dickinson) 
CEQA:  Greenhouse 
Gas Emission 
Reduction Targets 

Requires the Office of Planning and Research to prepare and adopt guidelines to do all of the 
following:  (1) determine the statewide averages for trip generation and vehicle miles traveled for 
various types of projects;  (2) determine the projected trip generation and vehicle miles traveled 
that a project might have;  (3) establish the percentage reduction in the projected trip generation and 
vehicle miles traveled of a project as compared to the average for trip generation and vehicle miles 
traveled for the project type that would assist a region in meeting its greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets; and  (4) develop a list of mitigation measures that a project may incorporate to 
reduce the project’s anticipated trip generation and vehicle miles traveled.  Specifies that a project 
that either:  (a) meets or exceeds the percentage reduction in trip generation and vehicle miles 
traveled established by the Office of Planning and Research; or  (b) incorporates mitigation 
measures from the list developed by the Office of Planning and Research shall not be required to 
consider the transportation-related impacts of the project in an environmental document prepared 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 607 
(Brownley) 
Public Transit Buses:  
Using Illuminated 
Signs for Advertising 

Until January 1, 2017, authorizes a pilot program that would allow buses operated by the city of 
Santa Monica’s public transit system to be equipped with illuminated signs that display advertising, 
subject to certain conditions. 

6/20/11 Assembly Floor:  
Concurrence 
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AB 615 
(B. Lowenthal) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Property-
Related Issues 

Exempts the California High-Speed Rail Authority from the following:  (a) various statutory 
provisions related to the acquisition and disposal of property requiring the approval of the 
Department of Finance;  (b) securing the approval of the Department of Finance or the state Public 
Works Board when expending funds appropriated for capital outlay purposes; and  (c) securing the 
approval of the Department of General Services when acquiring an easement or right-of-way.  
Prohibits the Department of General Services from:  (a) granting easements across the property of 
the High-Speed Rail Authority; and  (b) maintaining an inventory of the property owned by the 
authority.  Allows the High-Speed Rail Authority to negotiate, in the name of the state, access to 
rights-of-way that it owns.  Requires the authority to provide a record of real property parcels that it 
owns to the Department of General Services by July 1, 2014, and annually thereafter.  Requires 
payments for leases or other conveyances of property controlled by the authority to be deposited 
with the authority for use in the development, improvement and maintenance of the state’s 
proposed high-speed rail system. 

7/13/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 646 
(Atkins) 
Labor Relations:  
Factfinding Panel 

If a recognized public employee organization and public agency reach an impasse in negotiations, 
and a mediator is unable to effect a settlement within 30 days after his or her appointment, 
authorizes the employee organization to request that the parties’ differences be submitted to a 
factfinding panel.  Requires the factfinding panel to consist of one member selected by each party, 
as well as a chairperson selected by the Public Employment Relations Board or by agreement of the 
parties.  Within 30 days, requires the factfinding panel to make findings of fact and recommend the 
terms of a settlement, for advisory purposes only.  Prohibits a public agency from implementing its 
last, best and final offer until at least 10 days after the factfinding panel’s written findings of fact 
and recommendations have been submitted to the parties, and the agency has held a public hearing 
regarding the impasse. 

6/22/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 650 
(Blumenfield) 
Blue Ribbon Task 
Force on Public 
Transportation 

Establishes the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Public Transportation for the 21st Century.  Requires 
the task force to be comprised of 12 specified members—six to be appointed by the Senate Rules 
Committee and six by the speaker of the Assembly by January 31, 2012.  Requires the task force to 
issue a written report to the Governor and the Legislature by September 30, 2012.  Requires the 
report to contain findings and recommendations relating to the following:  (1) the current state of 
California’s public transit system;  (2) the level and types of public transit needed to meet the goals 
of equity of accessibility and ease of use; strong and sustainable local and statewide economies; 
and environmental and public health, including reduced greenhouse gas and pollutant emissions;  
(3) the estimated cost of creating the needed public transit system in the near, mid and long terms;  
and  (4) potential sources of funding to sustain the system’s needs, as well as requirements and 
methods for attaining that funding.  Requires the task force to contract with consultants for expert 
research, analysis and advice, and to draft the written report.  Requires Caltrans to provide 
administrative staffing to the task force.  Appropriates $750,000 from the Public Transportation 
Account to accomplish the purposes of the task force.  Sunsets the task force on March 30, 2013. 

8/15/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

AB 676 
(Torres) 
State Transportation 
Improvement Program 

Specifies that State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds can be used for the study 
of, and the development and implementation of, capital improvement projects. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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AB 710 
(Skinner) 
Infill and Transit-
Oriented 
Development:  Parking 
Requirements 

Except as specified, prohibits a city or county from requiring a minimum parking standard greater 
than one parking space per 1,000 square feet of non-residential improvements and one parking 
space per unit of residential improvements for any new development project located in a transit 
intensive area. 

8/18/11 Senate 
Governance and 
Finance 
Committee 

 

AB 716 
(Dickinson) 
Transit Prohibition 
Orders 

Indefinitely extends provisions in existing law that allow the Sacramento Regional Transit District 
and the Fresno Area Express to issue a prohibition order to any person who, on at least three 
separate occasions within a period of 90 consecutive days, is cited for committing certain acts of 
passenger misconduct.  Until January 1, 2015, provides similar statutory authority for the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit District (BART).  Clarifies existing law to make it a misdemeanor if a person enters 
or remains on any transit-related property that is used to provide public transportation by rail or 
passenger bus without permission, or whose entry, presence or conduct on the property interferes 
with, interrupts or hinders the safe and efficient operation of a transit-related vehicle or facility. 

8/18/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 812 
(Ma) 
Recycled Asphalt 

Requires Caltrans to increase the allowable amount of recycled asphalt pavement used in its 
projects to 50 percent, unless the department determines that using the material is not practical, cost 
effective or appropriate on a given application. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 819 
(Wieckowski) 
Bikeways 

Creates a new Class IV bikeway category to include a segregated bike lane that provides for 
exclusive use of bicycles, demarcated by either a physical barrier or distinct paint markings. 

3/31/11 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 845 
(Ma) 
Proposition 1A:  
Commuter and Urban 
Rail Funds 

With regard to the $950 million in Proposition 1A funds that are available for capital improvements 
to commuter rail lines and urban rail transit systems, requires the guidelines adopted by the 
California Transportation Commission (CTC) to determine the funding share for each eligible 
commuter rail and urban rail transit recipient by using the distribution factors gathered from the 
2007 Data Tables of the National Transit Database of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  
Requires the CTC to accept from each eligible recipient a priority list of projects up to the target 
amount expected to be available for the recipient.  Requires the matching funds provided by the 
recipient to be from “non-state” funds, which are defined as local, federal and private funds, as well 
as state funds available to the recipient that are not subject to allocation by the CTC. 

5/10/11 Senate Floor Support 

AB 890 
(Olsen) 
CEQA Exemption:  
Roadway 
Improvements 

Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) roadway improvement projects 
undertaken by a city or county within an existing road right-of-way. 

3/29/11 Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 
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AB 892 
(Carter) 
Caltrans:  NEPA 
Delegation 

Until January 1, 2017, permits Caltrans to continue to participate in a federal pilot program that 
allows certain states to assume the responsibilities of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Specifically extends provisions in existing 
law that authorize Caltrans to consent to the jurisdiction of the federal courts with regard to the 
assumption of FHWA’s responsibilities under NEPA and that waive the state’s Eleventh 
Amendment protection against lawsuits brought in federal court for as long as Caltrans participates 
in the pilot program.  No later than January 1, 2016, requires Caltrans to submit a report to the 
Legislature assessing whether NEPA delegation has resulted in a decrease in the amount of time 
that it takes for projects to receive federal environmental clearance.  Requires the report to include 
both Caltrans- and local agency-sponsored projects. 

7/13/11 Senate Floor  

AB 910 
(Torres) 
Infrastructure 
Financing Districts:  
Affordable Housing 
and Economic 
Development 

In addition to public capital facilities, allows an infrastructure financing district to be formed to 
finance affordable housing facilities and economic development projects.  Eliminates the 
requirement for voter approval for the formation of an infrastructure financing district, adoption of 
an infrastructure financing plan, and the issuance of bonds if the district is being proposed to 
implement an affordable housing or economic development plan. 

4/25/11 Senate 
Governance and 
Finance 
Committee 

 

AB 952 
(Jones) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Gift Ban 
and Revolving Door 
Provisions 

Prohibits a Board member, an employee or a consultant of the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority from being the recipient of any gift.  Prohibits a Board member, an employee or 
consultant of the authority from appearing before the authority on behalf of, or in any way 
representing, any individual, private entity or public entity for three years after separation from the 
authority.  Specifies that this prohibition does not apply to a state employee or officer, or to an 
elected local official who appears before the authority in his or her official capacity on behalf of the 
public entity that the employee, officer or elected local official represents. 

8/16/11 Senate Floor  

AB 953 
(Jones) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Ridership Study 

Provides that no funds from Proposition 1A shall be available to the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority for construction of the state’s proposed high-speed train system until adequate 
environmental studies are completed based on a new ridership study that uses an acceptable 
ridership evaluation methodology.  Requires the authority to contract with the Institute of 
Transportation Studies at the University of California at Berkeley to complete a revised ridership 
study, using the ridership methodology of the institute.  Requires the authority to use that ridership 
study as the basis for subsequent environmental studies.  Requires the authority to reconsider its 
adoption of the optimal high-speed rail route based both on the new ridership study and the 
ridership methodology. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 995 
(Cedillo) 
CEQA:  Transit-
Oriented Development 

By July 1, 2012, requires the Office of Planning and Research to prepare and submit to the 
Legislature a report containing recommendations for expedited environmental review for transit-
oriented development under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

7.a



2009-2010 Legislative History        Page 13 of 28 
      

State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 1068 
(Ma) 
Proposition 1B Bonds:  
Waterborne Transit 

Allows any regional public waterborne transit agency that received an allocation of funding under 
Proposition 1B’s Transit System Safety, Security, and Disaster Response Account prior to June 30, 
2011, to have four, rather than three, fiscal years to expend the money. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 1086 
(Wieckowski) 
Alameda County:  
Transactions and Use 
Taxes 

Until January 1, 2014, allows the County of Alameda to impose a transactions and use tax for the 
support of countywide transportation programs at a rate of not more than 0.5 percent that would, in 
combination with all other such taxes imposed in the county, exceed the state’s limit of 2 percent, 
subject to the following conditions:  (1) the County of Alameda adopts an ordinance imposing the 
tax by the appropriate voting approval requirement; and  (2) the ordinance is submitted to the 
county’s electorate on the November 6, 2012, general election ballot and is approved by a two-
thirds majority. 

6/29/11 Senate Floor  

AB 1092 
(B. Lowenthal) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Biannual 
Report to the 
Legislature 

Beginning March 1, 2012, requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to report biannually 
to the Legislature on the development and implementation of the state’s proposed high-speed rail 
project.  Requires the report to include all of the following:  (1) a summary describing the overall 
progress of the project;  (2) the baseline budget for all project phase costs, by segment or contract, 
beginning with the authority’s 2009 Business Plan;  (3) the current and projected budget, by 
segment or contract, for all project phase costs;  (4) expenditures to date, by segment or contract, 
for all project phase costs;  (5) a comparison of the current and projected work schedule and the 
baseline schedule contained in the authority’s 2009 Business Plan;  (6) a summary of the 
milestones achieved during the prior year and milestones expected to be reached in the coming 
year;  (7) any issues identified during the prior year and actions taken to address those issues; and  
(8) a thorough discussion of various risks to the project and steps taken to mitigate those risks. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

AB 1097 
(Skinner) 
Public Transit 
Projects:  Buy 
America Bidding 
Preference 

Requires the secretary of the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to specifically authorize 
a state or local agency receiving federal funds for public transit purposes to provide a bidding 
preference to a bidder who exceeds Buy America requirements applicable to federally funded 
public transit projects. 

8/17/11 Senate Floor  

AB 1099 
(B. Lowenthal) 
Commercial Motor 
Vehicles:  Emission 
Standards 
 

Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to refuse registration for any commercial 
motor vehicle that is of a 1996 or older model year with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 
26,000 pounds. 

7/12/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1105 
(Gordon) 
VTA:  Express Lanes 

Authorizes the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) to develop and implement 
express lanes along the U.S. 101 corridor in San Mateo County, subject to the concurrence of the 
City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County. 

4/13/11 Signed into 
Law:  
Chapter #114 

Sponsor 

7.a
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AB 1134 
(Bonilla) 
Caltrans:  Project 
Study Reports 

Requires project study reports prepared for state highway projects to include a cost estimate, 
schedule, and other information deemed necessary to form a sound basis for the commitment of 
future state funding and project delivery.  For a state highway project that is in an adopted regional 
transportation plan (RTP), a voter-approved county sales tax measure expenditure plan or other 
voter-approved transportation program, provides that Caltrans’ costs for review and approval of the 
applicable project study report shall be at the department’s expense.  For other projects, requires the 
local entity performing the work to reimburse Caltrans for the costs of reviewing and approving the 
report.  Allows a local entity to prepare a project study report at its own expense if Caltrans cannot 
complete it in a timely manner.  Requires Caltrans to prepare draft revised guidelines for the 
preparation of project study reports and to submit those guidelines to the California Transportation 
Commission (CTC) by July 1, 2012.  Requires the CTC to adopt final guidelines by October 1, 
2012. 

3/21/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

AB 1164 
(Gordon) 
Federal Transportation 
Funds 

Until September 15, 2015, authorizes Caltrans to make loans of federal transportation funds 
deposited into the State Highway Account to advance Proposition 1B bond projects that meet 
certain requirements.  Requires the loans to be repaid within three years to the State Highway 
Account from the proceeds of bonds sold pursuant to Proposition 1B.  Requires the repaid funds to 
be used for State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) or Local Assistance 
Program projects, as specified. 

8/15/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1206 
(Galgiani) 
High-Speed Rail 
Contracts:  Small 
Business Enterprise 
Program 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to adopt a Small Business Enterprise Program 
as part of contracts to be awarded by the authority relative to the development and construction of 
the state’s proposed high-speed train system. 

3/30/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1215 
(Blumenfield) 
Motor Vehicles:  
Electronic Processing 
of Vehicle 
Registrations 

Requires a new motor vehicle dealer to use electronic programs provided by the dealer’s first-line 
service provider to register any vehicle sold or leased, and to disclose any document processing, 
electronic registration or transfer fees.  Establishes the amounts of those fees that may be charged 
to the purchaser or lessee of the vehicle. 

8/18/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1229 
(Feuer) 
GARVEE Bonds 

Allows for federal highway grant anticipation notes (GARVEE bonds) to be issued for projects 
programmed by a regional transportation planning agency (RTPA) using its share of 
apportionments of federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) and Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) dollars.  Provides that no more than 50 percent of the 
state’s GARVEE bonding capacity may be used for such projects.  If an RTPA’s share of STP and 
CMAQ funds is insufficient to repay the GARVEE bonds, allows the California Transportation 
Commission (CTC) to use State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) dollars for the 
repayment to be counted against the county share for the county in which the project is located. 

6/21/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

7.a



2009-2010 Legislative History        Page 15 of 28 
      

State Assembly 
Bills 

Subject Last 
Amended 

Status VTA 
Position 

AB 1285 
(Fuentes) 
Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Emission 
Reduction and 
Sequestration Projects 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to establish a program to maximize regional 
greenhouse gas emission reduction and sequestration projects.  Requires CARB to establish a 
system by which emission reductions achieved by projects under this program result in the creation 
of qualified units of exchange that may be transferred to entities subject to an emissions cap.  
Conditions the bill’s provisions on the adoption of a market-based compliance mechanism that 
allows offsets created from greenhouse gas emission reduction or sequestration projects in a sector 
that is not subject to an emissions cap as part of the market-based compliance mechanism 
regulation. 

5/11/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1287 
(Buchanan) 
Local Governments:  
Audits 

Requires local agency financial and compliance audits to be performed in accordance with General 
Accounting Office standards. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 

 

AB 1308 
(Miller) 
Highway Users Tax 
Account 

Provides that in any year in which the Budget Act has not been enacted by July 1, funds in the 
Highway Users Tax Account (HUTA) are continuously appropriated and may be encumbered until 
the Budget Act is enacted. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

AB 1332 
(Donnelly) 
Abolishment of CARB 

Abolishes the California Air Resources Board (CARB), and transfers its authority, duties, power, 
purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction to the California Environmental Protection Agency 
(CalEPA). 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 1344 
(Feuer) 
Local Governance 

Beginning January 1, 2012, prohibits an employment contract executed or renewed between a local 
agency and a local agency executive from providing for:  (a) an automatic increase in the level of 
compensation that exceeds a cost-of-living adjustment; or  (b) a maximum cash settlement in 
excess of certain limits.  Defines “local agency executive” to mean any person employed by a local 
agency not represented by a labor organization who is either:  (a) the chief executive officer of the 
local agency; or  (b) the head of a department of a local agency.  Beginning January 1, 2012, 
requires a contract executed or renewed between a local agency and an officer or employee of the 
agency to include a provision specifying that the officer or employee must fully reimburse the 
agency for any expenditure of public funds for a legal criminal defense, any leave salary paid 
during a criminal investigation or any cash settlement paid for a terminated contract if the officer or 
employee is convicted of a crime involving an abuse of his or her position.  In the absence of a 
contractual obligation, requires an officer or employee of a local agency who is convicted of a 
crime involving an abuse of his or her office or position to reimburse the local agency for such 
payments.  Requires a local agency to provide notice of each of its legislative body’s meetings, 
including special meetings, on its Internet Web site, if the local agency has one.  Prohibits a local 
agency legislative body from holding a special meeting regarding the salary, salary schedule or 
other forms of compensation for any local agency executive. 

7/11/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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ACA 4 
(Blumenfield) 
Local Governments: 
Special Taxes 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to incur indebtedness in the form of general obligation bonds, if approved by its electorate 
by a 55 percent majority, to fund the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of:  
(1) public improvements, including improvements to transportation infrastructure, streets, 
highways, sewer systems, water systems, wastewater systems, and park and recreation facilities; 
and  (2) facilities or buildings used primarily to provide sheriff, police or fire protection services to 
the public.  Creates an exception to the 1 percent limit for property tax assessments if the revenues 
are being used to pay bonded indebtedness, approved by a 55 percent vote, to fund the construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of:  (1) public improvements, including 
improvements to transportation infrastructure, streets, highways, sewer systems, water systems, 
wastewater systems, and park and recreation facilities; and  (2) facilities or buildings used primarily 
to provide sheriff, police or fire protection services to the public. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AJR 5 
(B. Lowenthal) 
Transportation 
Revenue Sources:  
Vehicle Miles 
Traveled 

Requests the President and Congress to consider and enact legislation to conduct a study regarding 
the feasibility of the collection process for a transportation revenue source based on vehicle miles 
traveled in order to facilitate the creation of a reliable and steady transportation funding mechanism 
for the maintenance and improvement of surface transportation infrastructure. 

3/29/11 Approved by the 
Legislature:  
Chapter #29 

 

7.a



 
State Senate Bills 

 
State Senate Bills Subject Last 

Amended 
Status VTA 

Position 

SB 14 
(Wolk) 
Performance-Based 
Budgeting 

Beginning in FY 2015, requires the budget submitted by the Governor to the Legislature to be 
developed pursuant to performance-based budgeting for each state agency and department.  When 
preparing their individual budgets, requires state agencies and departments to use performance-based 
budgeting methods that make it clear to policymakers and the public the value and results of existing 
operations and proposed changes.  Requires agency and departmental budgets to identify and update all 
of the following:  (1) the mission and goals of the agency or department;  (2) the activities and 
programs focused on achieving those goals;  (3) performance metrics that reflect desired outcomes for 
existing and proposed activities, and a targeted performance level for the following year;  (4) prior-year 
performance data and an explanation of deviation from previous-year targets;  (5) proposed changes in 
statute, including the creation of incentives or the elimination of disincentives that could improve 
outcomes or hold down costs; and  (6) a description of the impacts and consequences to the current 
recipients or beneficiaries of a program proposed for modification or elimination.  Requires a 
committee of the Legislature to adopt a process, schedule and deadline for reviewing the performance 
of all state programs at least once every 10 years.  Requires the designated committee to undertake this 
review. 

5/19/11 Assembly Budget 
Committee 

 

SB 15 
(DeSaulnier) 
State Budget Process 

Requires the budget submitted by the Governor to contain itemized statements; provisional language; 
performance measurement standards for state agencies and programs; recommended state expenditures; 
and a projection of anticipated state revenues, including revenues anticipated to be available on a one-
time basis.  Requires the budget to contain an estimate of the total resources available for state 
expenditures recommended for the budget year and the succeeding fiscal year.  If expenditures exceed 
revenues, requires the Governor to recommend reductions in expenditures or the sources from which 
additional revenues should be provided, and to include an estimate of the long-term impact that these 
recommendations would have on the state’s economy.  Requires the Governor to submit a five-year 
capital infrastructure and strategic growth plan together with the budget.  If the Governor’s budget 
proposes:  (a) to create a new state program or agency, or to expand the scope of an existing state 
program or agency, resulting in a net increase in state costs; or  (b) to reduce a state tax resulting in a 
net decrease in state revenues, requires the proposal to be accompanied by a statement identifying state 
program reductions or sources of additional state revenues in an amount that is equal to or greater than 
the net increase in state costs or net decrease in state revenues.  Declares the intent of the Legislature to 
establish an oversight process for evaluating and improving the performance of all state programs, 
whether managed by the state or local agencies. 

5/19/11 Assembly Budget 
Committee 

 

SB 22 
(La Malfa) 
High-Speed Rail: 
Proposition 1A 
Bonds 

Reduces the amount of general obligation bond debt authorized pursuant to Proposition 1A to the 
amount contracted as of January 1, 2012. 

3/24/11 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 
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SB 27 
(Simitian) 
Public Employee 
Retirement:  
Calculation of Final 
Compensation 

Clarifies and defines which forms of compensation may be included in an employee’s final 
compensation for purposes of determining a retirement allowance under the California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) and the State Teachers’ Retirement System (CalSTRS).  
Prohibits any compensation determined to have been paid expressly to enhance an employee’s 
retirement allowance from being included in the calculation.  Requires increases to compensation paid 
during the final compensation period to be consistent with publicly published pay scales and the 
increases paid to other employees in the same or similar working groups or classes.  Prohibits working 
groups or classes of only one individual.  Prohibits any CalPERS member who retires on or after 
January 1, 2013, from returning to public employment as a part-time worker, a private contractor or an 
employee of a third-party contractor for 180 days following the date of retirement. 

8/15/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 28 
(Simitian) 
Electronic Wireless 
Communications 
Devices 

Requires the driver’s license examination administered by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to 
include a test of an applicant’s understanding of the distractions and dangers of handheld cell phone use 
and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  Prohibits a person from riding a bicycle while 
using a wireless telephone unless that telephone is specifically designed and configured to allow hands-
free listening and talking, and is used in that manner.  Also prohibits a person from riding a bicycle 
while using an electronic wireless communications device to write, send or read a text-based message.  
Increases the penalties for violating the current prohibitions in state law against using wireless 
telephones and text-messaging while operating a motor vehicle.  Requires a portion of the fines 
collected for these violations to be allocated to the Office of Traffic Safety for an education program on 
the dangers of cell phone use and text-messaging while driving. 

7/7/11 Governor’s Office  

SB 29 
(Simitian) 
Automated Traffic 
Enforcement 
Systems 

Requires the installation of signs at all locations where an automated, camera-based traffic enforcement 
system is operating.  Prior to installing such a system after January 1, 2012, requires the governmental 
agency to make and adopt a finding of fact establishing that the system is needed at a specified location 
for reasons related to safety.  Prohibits a governmental agency from considering revenue generation, 
beyond cost recovery, when determining whether to install or operate an automated traffic enforcement 
system. 

5/11/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 31 
(Correa) 
Local Government:  
Lobbyist 
Registration 

Enacts a comprehensive framework for regulating entities that lobby local government agencies, 
including registration and reporting requirements.  Requires each local government agency to create a 
commission to implement and enforce the provisions of the bill. 

3/23/11 Senate Elections 
and Constitutional 
Amendments 
Committee 
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SB 46 
(Correa) 
Public Agencies:  
Compensation 
Disclosure 

Until January 1, 2019, specifies that every person, except a candidate for public office, who is required 
by state law to file a statement of economic interests must, as part of that filing, include a disclosure 
form that provides compensation information for the preceding calendar year.  By March 1, 2013, 
requires the Controller’s Office to adopt emergency regulations to implement this bill, including the 
format of the compensation disclosure form.  Requires the form to provide for the disclosure of the 
following information:  (1) the agency’s cost for a person’s annual salary or stipend;  (2) the agency’s 
cost to provide benefits to a person, including deferred compensation or defined benefit plans;  (3) the 
agency’s reimbursement payments to a person for actual and necessary expenses incurred on behalf of 
the local agency in the performance of official duties; and  (4) the agency’s cost to provide a person 
with any other monetary or non-monetary perquisites of office.  By July 1, 2013, requires the 
Controller’s Office to recommend to the Governor and the Legislature methods for compiling the 
information contained on compensation disclosure forms in one or more publicly accessible data bases.  
If an agency maintains an Internet Web site, requires the following information to be posted:  (1) the 
information contained on employee compensation disclosure forms; and  (2) its written policy for 
reimbursement of actual and necessary expenses to employees in the performance of official duties. 

6/2/11 Senate Floor  

SB 125 
(Emmerson) 
Chronic Toll 
Evaders 

Authorizes a law enforcement officer to impound, or cause to be impounded, a vehicle registered to a 
chronic evader of toll payments until all outstanding tolls and all required penalties are paid to the 
issuing agency. 

4/25/11 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

SB 126 
(Steinberg) 
CTC Guidelines 

Exempts the adoption of guidelines by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) from the 
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.  Except in the case of the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), specifies a process that the CTC must use when adopting 
guidelines.  Requires the CTC to maintain a guideline adoption file containing:  (a) a summary of each 
objection or recommendation made with regard to a proposed guideline; and  (b) an explanation of how 
the proposed guideline was changed to accommodate each objection or recommendation, or the reasons 
for making no change.  Requires the CTC to include in its annual report to the Legislature a summary 
of its activities related to the adoption of program or policy guidelines during the previous calendar 
year. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Floor  

7.a
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SB 214 
(Wolk) 
Infrastructure 
Financing Districts:  
Voter Approval 

Eliminates the requirement for voter approval for the formation of an infrastructure financing district, 
adoption of an infrastructure financing district plan, and the issuance of bonds for implementing an 
infrastructure financing district plan.  Prohibits an infrastructure financing district for paying for routine 
maintenance, repair work, or the costs of ongoing operations or providing services of any kind.  Allows 
a district to finance any projects that implement a sustainable communities strategy.  Prohibits a district 
from providing any form of financial assistance to:  (1) a vehicle dealer;  (2) a big box retailer; or  (3) a 
business entity that sells or leases land to a vehicle dealer or big box retailer that is relocating from the 
territorial jurisdiction of one local agency to the territorial jurisdiction of another local agency but 
within the same market area.  Specifies that the date on which an infrastructure financing district would 
cease to exist would not be more than 40 years from the date on which the city or county adopted the 
infrastructure financing district plan.  Requires an infrastructure financing district to distribute an 
annual report to each owner of land within the district and each affected taxing entity.  Requires the 
report to contain all of the following:  (1) a summary of the district’s expenditures;  (2) a description of 
the progress made toward the district’s adopted goals; and  (3) an assessment of the status regarding 
completion of the district’s public works projects. 

6/21/11 Assembly Floor  

SB 223 
(Leno) 
Local Vehicle 
Assessments 

Authorizes San Francisco to impose a voter-approved local vehicle assessment at a rate not to exceed 2 
percent of the market value of each motor vehicle or trailer coach registered within their respective 
jurisdictions for general revenue purposes if:  (a) the board of supervisors approves an ordinance to that 
effect by a two-thirds vote; and  (b) the assessment is approved by a majority vote of the electorate.  
Specifies that the bill is not to be construed to supplant any funds that the state apportions to San 
Francisco, including those apportioned under the Vehicle License Fee Law. 

7/11/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 241 
(Cannella) 
CEQA Litigation 
Protection Pilot 
Program of 2011 

Establishes the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Litigation Protection Pilot Program.  
Requires the Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to select 25 projects for each calendar year 
between 2012 and 2016 to participate in the program.  For a project to qualify for the program, requires 
the lead agency to certify that the environmental impact report (EIR) for the project will be certified 
within 12 months.  In selecting projects for the program, requires the Business, Transportation & 
Housing Agency to consider the following:  (1) the number and quality of jobs that would be created by 
the project;  (2) the amount of the capital investment made by the project; and  (3) a balance between 
projects sponsored by public and private entities.  Provides that a lead agency’s decision to certify an 
EIR or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial study for a project selected to 
participate in the pilot program is not subject to judicial review. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 310 
(Hancock) 
Transit Priority 
Project Program 

Eliminates the requirement for voter approval for the formation of an infrastructure financing district, 
adoption of an infrastructure financing district plan, and the issuance of bonds for implementing an 
infrastructure financing district plan.  Establishes the Transit Priority Project Program.  Requires a city 
or county that elects to participate in the program to amend its general plan and community plan, if the 
city or county has one, to authorize development projects that meet 12 specified requirements to build 
at an increased height of a minimum of three stories.  If a development project is also located entirely 
within an infrastructure financing district, allows the district to reimburse the developer for any permit 
expenses incurred or for the cost of constructing affordable housing units. 

6/20/11 Assembly Floor Support 

7.a
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SB 316 
(Emmerson) 
Meal Periods:  
Transportation 
Industry 

Specifies that the provisions in the Industrial Welfare Commission’s wage order pertaining to meal 
periods do not apply to an employee in the transportation industry. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Labor and 
Industrial 
Relations 
Committee 

 

SB 328 
(Kehoe) 
Eminent Domain:  
Conservation 
Easements 

Revises the state’s Eminent Domain Law to establish requirements for the acquisition of property 
subject to a conservation easement. 

6/22/11 Assembly Floor  

SB 383 
(Wolk) 
Renewable Energy 

Repeals the state’s Local Government Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program and replaces it with 
the Community-Based Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program.  Under this new program, 
authorizes a retail customer of an electric utility to purchase a subscription in a community facility for 
the purpose of receiving a bill credit to offset all or a portion of the customer’s electricity usage. 

5/27/11 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 468 
(Kehoe) 
I-5 North Coast 
Corridor Project 

Imposes certain requirements on Caltrans and the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) 
with respect to specified highway projects on I-5 in San Diego County, known collectively as the North 
Coast Corridor Project, that are located entirely or partially in the coastal zone.  Authorizes SANDAG 
to implement high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes on I-5 within San Diego County. 

8/15/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 475 
(Wright) 
Public-Private 
Infrastructure 
Agreements 

Clarifies various provisions in existing law relating to public-private infrastructure agreements for local 
projects.  Clarifies that a local agency may, but is not required to, provide for the lease, license or other 
permissive use of facilities constructed under a public-private infrastructure agreement.  Provides more 
flexibility to a local agency with regard to the selection criteria that it may use in the solicitation 
documents when selecting a private entity under a public-private infrastructure agreement.  Clarifies 
that a local agency may use public financing without any private financing or in combination with 
private financing as part of a public-private infrastructure agreement.  Specifies that private-sector 
financing may include cash, cash equivalents, loans, debt assumption, letters of credit, capital 
investment, in-kind contributions of materials or equipment, construction or equipment financing, 
carrying costs during construction, or any combination thereof.  Clarifies that user fees may be paid to 
either the local agency or the private entity.  Clarifies that the reasonable rate of return to the private 
entity must be specifically stated in the public-private infrastructure agreement, or included as part of 
the costs and fees as set during the procurement process.  Prior to entering into a public-private 
infrastructure agreement for a project that includes at least some public financing, requires the local 
agency to assess whether such agreement provides greater benefit or value as compared with funding 
the project entirely with public financing and using competitive bidding. 

6/20/11 Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 
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SB 517 
(A. Lowenthal) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  
Organizational 
Structure 

Places the California High-Speed Rail Authority within the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency.  Requires the secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency to propose an 
annual budget for the authority.  Requires the Governor’s appointments to the authority to be confirmed 
by the Senate.  Vacates the current membership of the authority, and provides for the appointment or 
reappointment of members as of January 1, 2012, for staggered terms.  Requires members of the 
authority to have specified experience in order to be appointed.  Prohibits a member of the authority 
from simultaneously holding any other elected or appointed public office.  Requires the executive 
director of the authority to be confirmed by the Senate.  Prohibits the employment agreement for the 
executive director from being executed without Senate confirmation.  Enacts various conflict-of-interest 
provisions applicable to members of the authority and its staff. 

6/30/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 535 
(De Leon) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Communities 
Healthy Air 
Revitalization Trust 

Requires a minimum of 10 percent of the fee revenues generated under the California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006, other than revenues collected by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
for administrative purposes, to be deposited into the California Communities Healthy Air Revitalization 
Trust.  Requires the trust to be administered by CARB.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires 
the revenues in the trust to be used:  (a) solely in the most impacted and disadvantaged communities in 
the state; and  (b) to fund programs or projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or mitigate the 
direct health impacts of climate change, through competitive grants, loans or other funding 
mechanisms.  Requires CARB to convene a review panel to make recommendations regarding the 
development of policies, plans and programs as they relate to the trust. 

7/5/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 545 
(Anderson) 
California’s 
Transportation 
Needs 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill enabling the state to examine efficiency in 
administering solutions to California’s transportation needs. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 580 
(Wolk) 
State Park Land 

Prohibits land acquired for the state park system through public funds, gifts or bequests from being 
disposed of or used in a way that is incompatible with park purposes without the substitution of other 
land.  In the event that land cannot be acquired to fully meet the substitution eligibility criteria, allows 
the state Park and Recreation Commission to approve a combination of substitute park land and 
monetary compensation, if certain conditions are met.  Provides that the commission may consider 
requests only if it determines that all practical alternatives that avoid the proposed disposal or use of 
park land for incompatible purposes have been considered. 

6/20/11 Assembly Water, 
Parks and 
Wildlife 
Committee 
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SB 582 
(Yee) 
Regional Commute 
Benefit Ordinances 

Beginning on January 1, 2013, authorizes a metropolitan planning organization (MPO) jointly with the 
local air quality management district to adopt a regional commute benefit ordinance that requires 
employers operating within the common jurisdiction of the MPO and the air quality management 
district with 20 or more employees to offer those employees one of the following three commute 
benefits:  (1) the option to pay for their public transit, vanpooling or bicycling expenses with pre-tax 
dollars;  (2) a subsidy to offset an employee’s monthly cost of commuting by public transit or vanpool; 
or  (3) a free or low-cost shuttle or vanpool operated by or for the employer.  Subject to the approval of 
the MPO, allows an employer to offer a commute benefit that is different from the three specified in the 
bill.  For the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District, requires the regional commute 
benefit ordinance to be adopted by the district and all eight MPOs that are partially or wholly within the 
jurisdiction of the district in order to take effect.  Excludes from the provisions of the bill an air district 
with a trip reduction regulation that was initially adopted prior to the federal Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990 as long as the district continues to have a trip reduction requirement.  Prohibits an 
MPO from using federal planning funds to implement and enforce its regional commute benefit 
ordinance.  At its option, allows an MPO to have the regional commute benefit ordinance apply solely 
to employers with 50 or more employees, rather than to employers with 20 or more employees.  
Repeals the provisions of the bill on January 1, 2017, unless that date is deleted or extended through the 
enactment of subsequent legislation. 

7/7/11 Vetoed by the 
Governor 

 

SB 653 
(Steinberg) 
Local Taxes 

Authorizes cities, counties, school districts, community college districts, and county offices of 
education, subject to constitutional voter approval requirements, to levy, increase or extend the 
following taxes:  (1) a local personal income tax not to exceed 1 percent;  (2) an additional transactions 
and use tax that would be excluded from the current 2 percent combined county/city rate limit;  (3) an 
alcoholic beverage tax of five cents per five ounces and at a proportionate rate for any other quantity;  
(4) a cigarette and tobacco products tax of up to five cents per cigarette or $1 per pack;  (5) an oil 
severance tax not to exceed 10 percent of the product upon a producer for the privilege of severing oil 
from the earth or water in the county for sale, transport, consumption, storage, profit, or use;  (6) a 
sweetened beverage tax not to exceed one cent per fluid ounce; and  (7) a local medical marijuana tax. 

6/6/11 Senate Floor  

SB 693 
(Dutton) 
Public-Private 
Partnership 
Agreements 

Clarifies that Caltrans’ delegation authority to cities and counties in existing law includes the ability to 
utilize public-private partnership agreements for transportation projects. 

4/13/11 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

SB 730 
(Kehoe) 
Plug-In Electric 
Vehicle Readiness 
Pilot Program 

Establishes the Plug-In Electric Vehicle Readiness Pilot Program to be administered by the state Energy 
Resources Conservation and Development Commission.  Requires the program to include:  (1) the 
development of expedited and streamlined permitting of plug-in electric vehicle residential charging;  
(2) customer plug-in electric vehicle education and outreach;  (3) the provision of information to plug-
in electric vehicle owners concerning a point of contact with the appropriate local government entity;  
(4) public and workplace infrastructure plug-in electric vehicle planning; and  (5) utility notification of 
residential plug-in electric vehicle chargers.  In implementing the pilot program, requires the 
commission to solicit the involvement of cities and counties from throughout the state. 

5/11/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 733 
(Price) 
High-Speed Rail 
Contracts:  Local 
Workforce and 
Small Business 
Participation 
Strategies 

In awarding contracts for the construction of California’s proposed high-speed rail system with state or 
federal funds, requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to develop a strategy, in conjunction 
with the Employment Development Department (EDD), to ensure that at least 25 percent of the project 
workforce used at each authority worksite is from the local workforce.  Requires the authority to 
include in its business plan, or as an addendum to that plan, the following:  (1) its local workforce 
strategy; and  (2) a strategy for ensuring the participation of California-certified small businesses in 
contracts awarded by the authority with state or federal funds during all phases of the high-speed rail 
project. 

5/11/11 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 734 
(Price) 
High-Speed Rail 
Contracts:  Small 
Business Program 

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority, with the assistance of the Department of General 
Services, to prepare a small business, microbusiness and disabled veteran business enterprise outreach 
and retention plan in order to ensure that the percentage of contracts awarded meets certain small 
business participation goals.  Requires the plan to be adopted by the authority by July 31, 2012.  
Requires all bidders’ conferences convened by the authority to include a presentation of the plan and 
the state’s small business participation goals.  For authority contracts, requires an additional price 
preference or score of 2.5 percent of the bid amount to be granted to qualified state-certified 
microbusinesses.  Requires the authority to include in its business plan or in an addendum to that plan a 
strategy for ensuring the participation of California-certified small businesses in contracts awarded by 
the authority with state or federal funds during all phases of the state’s high-speed rail project. 

8/15/11 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 739 
(Lowenthal) 
Ports:  Infrastructure 
Needs 

Beginning January 1, 2012, requires the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland to assess their 
infrastructure and air quality improvement needs, including projects that improve the efficiency of the 
movement of cargo, and that reduce the congestion impacts and pollution associated with the movement 
of cargo.  Requires these assessments to include the total costs of the infrastructure and air quality 
improvements, possible funding options for these projects, and estimated timelines for their 
implementation.  Requires each port to provide its assessment to the Legislature by July 1, 2012. 

7/7/11 Assembly Floor  

SB 749 
(Steinberg) 
High-Speed Rail 
Authority:  Senate 
Confirmation of 
Board Members 

Requires the Governor’s appointments to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to be confirmed by 
the Senate. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

SB 767 
(Harman) 
Vehicles:  Radio 
Frequency 
Identification 
Technology 

Authorizes a local governmental entity to participate in a local traffic safety program that uses radio 
frequency identification technology in order to aid law enforcement efforts; promote environmental 
initiatives, including congestion mitigation; and enhance revenue collections of unpaid fines and 
penalties. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 
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SB 791 
(Steinberg) 
California 
Transportation 
Commission:  
Annual Report 

Deletes provisions in current law that require the California Transportation Commission (CTC), in its 
annual report to the Legislature, to provide a summary and discussion of loans made from 
transportation accounts to the General Fund. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Floor  

SB 800 
(Hancock) 
Voluntary 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emission Offset 
Program Fund 

Creates the Voluntary Greenhouse Gas Emission Offset Program Fund.  Requires revenues received by 
the state on a voluntary basis from the federal government, individuals, businesses, organizations, 
industry, or other sources for the mitigation of climate change impacts related to greenhouse gas 
emissions to be deposited into the fund.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, allows the money in 
the fund to be expended by the Natural Resources Agency through a competitive grant process for all of 
the following purposes:  (1) projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions pursuant to protocols 
approved by the California Air Resources Board (CARB);  (2) projects to protect public trust resources 
and natural systems from unavoidable impacts of climate change; and  (3) urban greening projects, 
including urban forestry projects.  Requires all approved projects to involve collaboration with the 
California Conservation Corps, local conservation corps, non-profit conservancy organizations, urban 
forestry non-profit organizations, or other non-profit organizations.  Requires all projects to have an 
education and skills development component in order to further education or employment opportunities.  
Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires money in the fund to be directed by the Natural 
Resources Agency to the California Conservation Corps and local conservation corps for the planting 
and maintenance of trees and plants in accordance with the protocols established by CARB as having 
mitigating effects on global warming, or other identified projects consistent with protocols adopted by 
CARB.  By January 1, 2013, requires the Natural Resources Agency to do all of the following:  (1) 
adopt guidelines for the distribution of revenues deposited into the Voluntary Greenhouse Gas 
Emission Offset Program Fund; and  (2) develop strategies for the sale of voluntary greenhouse gas 
emission offsets by the state. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 830 
(Wright) 
Trade Infrastructure 
Investment Credit 

Enacts a trade infrastructure tax credit equal to 50 percent of the total capital costs of a qualifying 
public port infrastructure project.  Allows the credit to be claimed from the 2011 taxable year to the 
2020 taxable year.  Limits a taxpayer from claiming more than 5 percent of the total credit amount in 
any given taxable year.  Provides that the Franchise Tax Board cannot certify a project for the tax credit 
unless the public port in which the project is located determines that the state will receive revenues 
resulting from the project’s economic impact that are sufficient to offset the state cost of the tax credit.  
Prohibits a taxpayer from claiming the tax credit unless the Legislature enacts a statute specifying the 
total credit amount available for the preceding taxable year. 

4/27/11 Senate 
Governance and 
Finance 
Committee 

 

SB 851 
(Anderson) 
Highway 
Construction 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill that would address the need for highway 
construction. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 
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SB 862 
(A. Lowenthal) 
Southern California 
Goods Movement 
Authority 

Creates the Southern California Goods Movement Authority.  Requires the authority to establish a 
priority list of infrastructure and air quality improvement projects related to the movement of port-
related cargo and port operations in Southern California. 

4/4/11 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

SB 867 
(Padilla) 
Build California 
Bonds 

Allows the California Transportation Financing Authority to issue Build California Bonds, the proceeds 
of which would be used for transportation capital improvement projects.  Provides that bondholders 
would be entitled to non-refundable tax credits against their personal income tax or corporate tax 
liability.  Provides for the authority to enter into financing agreements with participating local 
transportation authorities for the purpose of financing or refinancing transportation projects.  Limits the 
principal amount of bonds to be issued by the authority to $5 billion over a five-year period 
commencing January 1, 2012. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

Support 

SB 878 
(DeSaulnier) 
Bay Area Regional 
Planning 

By January 31, 2013, requires the Bay Area’s Joint Policy Committee to prepare and submit a report to 
the Legislature that addresses all of the following:  (1) methods and strategies for developing and 
promulgating a multi-agency set of policies and guidelines governing the Bay Area’s sustainable 
communities strategy;  (b) methods and strategies for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of 
policy-setting and managerial coordination among the regional agencies constituting the Joint Policy 
Committee;  (3) methods and strategies for ensuring that the public in the nine counties of the region 
has an opportunity to comment on the proposed policies and standards that will be promulgated by the 
Joint Policy Committee for implementing the Bay Area’s sustainable communities strategy; and  (4) 
recommendations on organizational reform to effectuate the above requirements.  By January 31, 2013, 
requires the Joint Policy Committee to prepare and submit a work plan for a nine-county Bay Area 
economic development strategy to the Legislature that addresses all of the following:  (1) coordination 
of the regional sustainable communities strategy with local goals for recruiting and retaining 
manufacturing, production facilities, business services, and other business enterprises that provide high 
quality jobs;  (2) regional strategies to ensure the coordination of infrastructure investments for planned 
employment centers;  (3) strategies for ensuring a common regulatory system for the deployment and 
permitting of energy conservation facilities and improvements; and  (4) regional strategies for 
adaptation to climate change. 

6/9/11 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 
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SB 907 
(Evans) 
Master Plan for 
Infrastructure 
Financing and 
Development 
Commission 

Creates the Master Plan for Infrastructure Financing and Development Commission.  Specifies that the 
mission of the commission is to develop and recommend a plan and process to identify, finance, build, 
and maintain the infrastructure necessary to meet the needs of Californians from the present to the year 
2050.  At a minimum, requires the plan to include:  (a) the type, distribution and priority for developing 
infrastructure projects, and a measurable process to implement the plan; and  (b) a process to 
periodically adjust the type, distribution and priority of infrastructure projects in the coming years to 
meet changing circumstances.  States the intent of the Legislature that the commission provide a long-
term plan and strategy to meet California’s infrastructure needs, and a prioritized plan that meets those 
needs by doing all of the following:  (1) project population, social and economic trends through 2050;  
(2) utilize the projections to identify the type and distribution of the infrastructure that is needed to meet 
California’s social, economic and resource needs through 2050;  (3) assess the state’s capital needs for 
infrastructure projects through 2050, including opportunities to access private capital to augment or 
complement public financing;  (4) assess the availability of private and public funds, including the 
status and fiscal value of dedicating future revenues to specific construction and maintenance, to 
support jointly sponsored projects throughout the period from the present to 2050; and  (5) recommend 
a financing plan for the state’s capital needs through 2050, with a priority plan for each five-year 
interval, including evaluation and recommendations of various financing methods that are feasible and 
may be of benefit to the state and local governments, as well as to private entities partnering with the 
state to implement the strategy.  Requires the commission to submit its final report to the Governor and 
the Legislature by December 1, 2013.  Requires the commission to be dissolved within 30 days after the 
issuance of its final report.  Provides that the provisions of the bill would become operative only if the 
funds required to support the commission are appropriated by the Legislature from the California Debt 
and Investment Advisory Commission Fund in the annual Budget Act. 

5/3/11 Assembly Jobs, 
Economic 
Development and 
the Economy 
Committee 

 

SB 910 
(A. Lowenthal) 
Bicycles:  Passing 
Distances 

Requires the driver of a motor vehicle overtaking and passing a bicycle that is proceeding in the same 
direction on a highway to pass at a safe distance, generally at a minimum clearance of 3 feet or at a 
speed not exceeding 15 miles per hour faster than the bicycle, without interfering with the safe 
operation of the overtaken bicycle. 

6/22/11 Assembly Floor  

SB 931 
(Vargas) 
Public Agencies:  
Labor Relations 
Consultants 

Prohibits public agencies from using public funds to pay outside consultants or legal advisors for the 
purpose of counseling the public employer about ways to minimize or deter the exercise of collective 
bargaining rights guaranteed under state law. 

4/25/11 Assembly Floor  
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CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE 

2011 Regular Session Calendar 
 
 

DAY JANUARY 
1 Statutes signed into law in 2010 take effect. 
3 Legislature reconvenes. 
10 Budget must be submitted by the Governor to the Legislature on or before this 

date. 
21 Last day to submit bill requests to the Legislative Counsel’s Office. 

 
DAY FEBRUARY 
18 Last day for new bills to be introduced. 

 
DAY MARCH 
 No Deadlines. 

 
DAY APRIL 
14 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment. 
25 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess. 

 
DAY MAY 
6 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin. 
13 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non-fiscal bills 

introduced in their house of origin. 
27 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house of origin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DAY JUNE 

3 Last day for bills to be passed out of their house of origin. 

15 Budget must be passed by midnight. 

 
DAY AUGUST 
15 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess. 

26 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills 
introduced in the other house. 

 
DAY SEPTEMBER 
2 Last day to amend bills on the Assembly and Senate floors. 

9 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Interim Recess begins at the end of 
this day’s session. 

 
DAY OCTOBER 
9 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature 

before September 9, and in his possession after September 9. 
 
DAY JANUARY 2012 
1 Statutes signed into law in 2011 take effect. 
4 The 2011-2012 regular legislative session reconvenes. 

DAY JULY 
8 Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills introduced in the 

other house. 

15 Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided that the budget bill has 
been enacted. 
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Date: August 29, 2011

Current Meeting: September 7, 2011

Board Meeting: N/A

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Board Secretary, Sandra Weymouth

SUBJECT: Citizens Advisory Committee Quarterly Attendance Report

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

At the February 11, 2004, CAC meeting, the Committee requested the Board Secretary submit a 
quarterly attendance report.

Prepared By: Tracene Y. Crenshaw
Memo No. 3283
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Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 

2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) 
2011 Attendance Report 

 
 

 
 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY* JUN JUL 

 
AUG 

Barousse, Jeremy P P P P A/A P C A 
Blaylock, Stephen A P P P A/P A C A 
Brownley, Clinton W.  P P A P P/P P C P 
Chang, Bena P P P P A/P P C P 
Elias, Chris P P P P A/P A C P 
Hadaya, William P P P P P/P A C P 
Hashimoto, Ray P P P A P/P P C P 
Hughan, Roberta A P P P A/P P C P 
Jacobvitz, Robert P P P P P/P A C P 

Liedstrand, Bruce  P P P P A/A E 
Resigned Effective 
06/27/11 

Morrow, Aaron P A P P A/P A C P 
Powers, Charlotte P P P P P/P P C P 
Probst, Sally P P A P P/P P C P 
Rogers, Connie P P P P A/P P C P 
Schulter, Martin P P P P P/P A C P 
Tebo, Noel P P P P P/P P C P 
Wadler, Herman H.  P P P P P/P P C A 

 

P = Present 
A = Absent 
C = Cancelled 
E = Excused 
 
*    Two meetings held during month:  1) Joint Advisory Meeting; 2) Regular CAC/CWC Meeting 
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Date: August 24, 2011

Current Meeting: September 7, 2011

Board Meeting: October 6, 2011

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
2000 Measure A Citizens Watchdog Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief CMA Officer, Ristow, Chief Engineering & Construction Officer, 
Robinson

SUBJECT: 2000 Measure A Transit Improvement Program Semi-Annual Report - June 
2011

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

DISCUSSION:

Please find attached the Semi-Annual Report for the 2000 Measure A Transit Improvement 
Program through June 2011.

Prepared By: John Rowe
Memo No. 2946
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2000 Measure A Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Semi-Annual Report 
                June 2011 
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SECTION 1.0 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND PROJECT COSTS 

 
 
A.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Semi-Annual Report is a periodic update of the 2000 Measure A Transit Improvement 
Program prepared by VTA staff and provided to the 2000 Measure A Watchdog Committee and 
the VTA Board of Directors.  The report is based on the Program’s budgeted, forecast, and 
incurred costs as of June 30, 2011.  Additionally, key activities that occurred in the six months 
leading up to that date are described.   

By way of a brief progress report, during the six-month period covered by this report: 

 On June 2, 2011, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority’s (VTA) Board of 
Directors unanimously adopted the FY 2012 and FY 2013 Biennial Budget and Transit 
Service Plan. This Biennial Budget will be implemented starting July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2013. 

 At its May 2011 meeting, the VTA Board of Directors authorized the General Manager to 
execute a $7.26 million contract with Con Quest Constructors, Inc., for the construction 
of Agua Fria, Toroges and Agua Caliente Creek Improvements. The construction will 
be part of the effort to prepare the corridor for BART Silicon Valley’s Berryessa 
Extension.  The contract is funded by 2000 Measure A, the City of Fremont and Alameda 
County Flood Control District. 

 The first phase of the BART Silicon Valley Project, the 10-mile Berryessa Extension, 
advanced into the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) New Starts Program Final 
Design phase on April 4, 2011. Final Design is the last step in the federal program 
required to qualify for funding. VTA is requesting $900 million in FTA New Starts 
funding. In February 2011, the project was included in the President’s budget with a 
recommendation for a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA), and for $130 million in 
Federal New Starts funding for Federal Fiscal Year 2012. 

 On March 25, 2011, VTA issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to four engineering and 
contractor teams prequalified to develop proposals on the first major contract to complete 
design and begin construction (Design-Build contract) on the BART Silicon Valley 
Berryessa Extension Project. This Design-Build contract is estimated at $800 million 
and includes the line, track, stations, and systems (LTSS) for the 10-mile Berryessa 
Extension, the first phase of the 16-mile BART Extension into Santa Clara County. 
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 VTA began construction of pedestrian improvements along Capitol Expressway in spring 
2011.  This work, the first phase of Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project, will 
introduce a pedestrian multiuse path with landscape buffer and street lighting along the 
expressway between Capitol Avenue and Tully Road.  VTA has secured grant funds 
through the 2010 State Improvement Program process that will fully fund these 
pedestrian improvements. 

 VTA began construction of the Blossom Hill Pedestrian Bridge in March 2011.  This 
pedestrian/bicycle crossing over Monterey Highway and the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) tracks, is located just south of the existing Blossom Hill Road vehicle bridge in 
south San Jose.  With initial funding from the City of San Jose, VTA, working closely 
and with the support of our federal delegation, secured $10.5 million in Federal Highway 
Administration funding, state transportation bonds, and 2000 Measure A funds. 

In the same manner VTA was committed to and completed all projects in the 1996 Measure B 
Program, VTA is committed to completing all the projects in the 2000 Measure A Program.  
During of FY2012 and FY2013, VTA will advance projects to a ready state and advocate for 
outside fund sources and matched funds to advance projects including potential public-private 
partnerships.   

This report shows a snapshot of the 2000 Measure A Program at the time of writing.  However, it 
is important to understand that the timing and prioritization of projects in the program remains 
fluid. 
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B.  PROJECT APPROPRIATIONS 
 
Figure 1.1, on page 1-7, shows the prior and current project appropriations for each project in the 
2000 Measure A Program.  Changes in appropriations during the report period are discussed 
below. 
 
Programwide costs are incurred when activities that provide indirect benefit to the projects are 
performed.  There are three programwide cost components to the 2000 Measure A Program:   
 

 Bond costs (capitalized interest and bond charges) 
 2000 Measure A programwide 
 SVRT programwide 

 
VTA’s external auditor recommended the allocation of programwide costs to individual projects.  
The allocation is necessary to associate the costs to the related projects that were benefited by the 
incurrence of the programwide costs.  It also promotes the appropriate treatment of the costs in a 
timely manner.  VTA allocates programwide costs on a quarterly basis.  
 
VTA started allocating Bond costs and 2000 Measure A programwide costs in Fiscal Year 2010.  
The allocation of the SVRT programwide costs has been deferred due to the ongoing 
reevaluation of the SVRT project structure. 
 
Bond Costs 
 
Bond costs represent interest and other bond charges (net of interest earned on bond proceeds) 
related to 2000 Measure A Sales Tax Revenue Bonds.   Other bond charges include periodic fees 
related to variable rate bonds, including liquidity, remarketing, trustee and rating fees.  Bonds 
were initially issued beginning in 2003, prior to the start of the 2000 Measure A Sales Tax, in 
order to advance the SVRT, Commuter Rail, and Light Rail programs prior to sales tax revenue 
collections.  Currently there are approximately $1.002 billion in 2000 Measure A Sales Tax 
Revenue Bonds outstanding.   
 
Capitalized interest/bond charges need to be associated with the assets that were funded by the 
bond proceeds.  In accordance with Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) 62, 
capitalized interest related to restricted assets should be net of the interest income earned by the 
reinvested bond proceeds.  Costs are allocated directly to specific projects based on the prorata 
share of bond proceeds used to fund expenditures.  These costs will continue to be allocated 
directly to project expenditures until the bonds are repaid in full or until such projects are 
completed, whichever comes first. 
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2000 Measure A Programwide Allocation Costs 
 
2000 Measure A programwide activities include preparation of progress and cost reports, 
financial forecasting, publication of annual financial audits and public hearings conducted by the 
2000 Measure A Citizen’s Watchdog Committee, and other general tasks that are not attributable 
to individual projects. 
 
In allocating the 2000 Measure A programwide cost, the basis used is the incremental cost of the 
projects during the quarter.  For the capitalized interest/bond charges, the basis used was the 
amount of bond proceeds that were used to fund the projects. 
 
18.46% of the Measure A Sales Tax revenue is used in support of VTA operations.  Through 
June 30, 2011, a cumulative total of $145.5 million has been expended for this purpose.   
 
Changes in Appropriations 
 

1. Programwide Costs (including VTA Operating Assistance) 
The appropriation increased by $167.9 million to a new value of $419.9 million due 
to the following: 

a. The appropriation for Capitalized Interest and Bond Costs increased by $58.8 
million as a result of: 

i. An increase in appropriation of $57.5 million with the adoption of the 
FY12/13 budget 

ii. The issuance of the 2010 Measure A Bonds, with  bond costs in the 
amount of $11.0 million 

iii. $9.7 million of Capitalized Interest and Bond Costs, Capitalized Interest 
and Bond Costs allocated to various ongoing projects as described below 

b. $3.8 million of Measure A Programwide costs were allocated to various projects, 
as described below.  

c. The appropriation for VTA Operating Assistance was increased by $59.0 million 
with the adoption of the FY12/13 budget. 

d. The appropriation for Fund Exchange Payments was increased by $46.3 million 
with the adoption of the FY12/13 budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.a



2000 Measure A Program 
Semi-Annual Report – June 2011                                                     Executive Summary and Project Costs 
  

 1-6 

Changes in Appropriations, Continued 
 

2.  Silicon Valley Rapid Transit and Freight Railroad Relocation 
The project appropriation increased by $1.497 billion to a new total of $2.574 billion 
due to the following: 

a. The appropriation was increased by $1.487 billion with the adoption of the 
FY12/13 budget. 

b. $8.5 million of Bond Interest was allocated to the SVRT project. 

c. $1.2 million of Measure A Programwide costs were allocated to the SVRT 
project. 

3. Light Rail Program 
The appropriation increased by $26.8 million to a new value of $372.2 million as 
follows: 

a. The appropriation was increased by $25.8 million with the adoption of the 
FY12/13 budget. 

b. $0.9 million of Bond Interest was allocated to the Light Rail Program, primarily 
the CELR to Eastridge project. 

c. $0.1 million of Measure A Programwide costs were allocated to various Light 
Rail projects. 

4. Commuter Rail Program 
The appropriation increased by $1.7 million to a new value of $129.1 million as 
follows: 

a. The appropriation was increased by $1.2 million with the adoption of the 
FY12/13 budget. 

b. $0.3 million of Bond Interest was allocated to the Commuter Rail Program. 

c. $0.2 million of Measure A Programwide costs were allocated to various 
Commuter Rail projects. 

5. Bus Program 
The appropriation increased by $63.5 million to a new value of $230.0 million as 
follows: 

a. The appropriation was increased by $63.4 million with the adoption of the 
FY12/13 budget. 

b. $0.1 million of Measure A Programwide costs were allocated to various Bus 
Program projects. 

6. San Jose Mineta Airport People Mover 

The project appropriation remained unchanged at $4.0 million during the period. 
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Figure 1.1 

Measure A Project Appropriations 

$'s in millions

(B e g in  C o lu mn  1  h e a d in g )

Project/Category

Ju n -0 9

a
Previous

Appropriation
Through FY11

Dec-10

(b e g in  c o lu mn  4  h e a d in g )

b
Current

Appropriation
Through FY13

Jun-11

(b e g in  c o lu mn  5  h e a d in g  )

c=(b - a)
Changes

This Period

(b e g in  c o lu mn  7  h e a d in g )

d
Text

Reference

2000 Measure A Programwide
Capitalized Interest and Bond Costs $9.8 $68.6 $58.8 1.a
Programwide Expenses $2.5 $6.3 $3.8 1.b
VTA Operating Assistance $178.0 $237.0 $59.0 1.c
Fund Exchange Payments1 $61.7 $108.0 $46.3 1.d

Total $252.0 $419.9 $167.9

SVRT (incl. FRR and Warm Springs Ext.) $1,077.0 $2,573.8 $1,496.8 2.a-c

Light Rail Program
CELR to Eastridge $128.8 $149.7 $20.9
Light Rail System Improvements $8.3 $9.1 $0.8
Extension to Vasona Junction $7.7 $12.8 $5.1
Low Floor Light Rail Vehicles $200.6 $200.6 $0.0

Total $345.4 $372.2 $26.8 3.a-c

Commuter Rail Program
Caltrain Service Upgrades2 $62.3 $63.4 $1.1
Caltrain South County $61.8 $61.9 $0.1
Caltrain Electrification / High Speed Rail $0.8 $1.3 $0.5
Dumbarton Rail Corridor $2.1 $2.1 $0.0
Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Center $0.4 $0.4 $0.0
ACE Upgrades2 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0

Total $127.4 $129.1 $1.7 4.a-c

Bus Program
Valley Rapid - Santa Clara/Alum Rock $114.0 $114.1 $0.1
Valley Rapid - El Camino Real $8.7 $19.3 $10.6
Other BRT (incl Bus Procurement) $21.7 $70.3 $48.6
Money Counting Facility Replacement $0.0 $4.2 $4.2
Hwy 17 Bus Service Improvements $2.5 $2.5 $0.0
ZEB Demonstration and Improvements $19.6 $19.6 $0.0

Total $166.5 $230.0 $63.5 5.a,b

San Jose Mineta Airport People Mover $4.0 $4.0 $0.0

GRAND TOTAL $1,972.3 $3,729.0 $1,756.7
1 Adjusted to reflect current accounting method for presentation purposes.
2 $10.0 million in appropriation for Caltrain Santa Clara Station improvements that benefit the ACE Upgrades project is included in the Caltrain 
Service Upgrades project.  
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C.  INCURRED COSTS 
 
Figure 1.2 below shows incurred costs for Measure A Projects at the beginning and end of the 
period as well as the percent of the project appropriation (through FY13) incurred as of June 30, 
2011. 

Figure 1.2 

Measure A Project Incurred Costs 
$'s in millions

(B e g in  C o lu mn  1  h e a d in g )

Project/Category

(b e g in  c o lu mn  2  h e a d in g )

a
Incurred Costs

(b e g in  c o lu mn  3  h e a d in g )

b
Incurred Costs

(b e g in  c o lu mn  4  h e a d in g )

c=(b-a)
Incurred Costs

(b e g in  c o lu mn  5  h e a d in g  )

d
Percent of 

Appropriation 
Incurred

Through Dec-10 Through Jun-11* This Period Jun-11

2000 Measure A Programwide
Capitalized Interest and Bond Costs $9.5 $3.6 ($5.9) 5.2%
Programwide Expenses $0.5 $0.0 ($0.5) 0.0%
VTA Operating Assistance $131.3 $145.5 $14.2 61.4%
Fund Exchange Payments $48.7 $59.5 $10.8 55.1%

Total $190.0 $208.6 $18.6 49.7%

SVRT (incl. FRR and Warm Springs Ext.) $782.8 $842.3 $59.5 32.7%

Light Rail Program
CELR to Eastridge $59.5 $63.4 $3.9 42.4%
Light Rail System Improvements $2.3 $2.4 $0.0 26.4%
Extension to Vasona Junction $0.4 $0.5 $0.1 3.9%
Low Floor Light Rail Vehicles $200.6 $200.6 $0.0 100.0%

Total $262.8 $266.9 $4.0 71.7%

Commuter Rail Program
Caltrain Service Upgrades $30.2 $38.0 $7.8 59.9%
Caltrain South County $14.3 $16.6 $2.3 26.8%
Caltrain Electrification / High Speed Rail $0.4 $0.4 $0.1 30.8%
Dumbarton Rail Corridor $1.9 $1.9 $0.0 90.5%
Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Center $0.2 $0.2 $0.0 50.0%
ACE Upgrades $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 X

Total $47.0 $57.1 $10.2 44.2%

Bus Program
Valley Rapid - Santa Clara/Alum Rock $3.4 $6.6 $3.2 5.8%
Valley Rapid - El Camino Real BRT $1.1 $2.6 $1.5 13.5%
Other BRT (incl Bus Procurement) $2.0 $2.2 $0.1 3.1%
Money Counting Facility Replacement $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 0.0%
Hwy 17 Bus Service Improvements $0.0 $2.5 $2.5 100.0%
ZEB Demonstration and Improvements $19.4 $19.4 $0.0 99.0%

Total $25.9 $33.3 $7.3 14.5%

San Jose Mineta Airport People Mover $0.6 $1.2 $0.5 30.0%

GRAND TOTAL $1,309.2 $1,409.4 $100.1 37.8%
*June 30, 2011 incurred cost figures are unaudited and are subject to change.
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D.  MEASURE A FUND EXCHANGE 
 
State law guarantees Santa Clara County a formula share of the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) over a six-year period.  State law and regional policy make the 
VTA Board of Directors responsible for determining which eligible transportation projects will 
receive those funds. 
 
The VTA Board of Directors, at its June 7, 2007, and December 13, 2007 meetings approved the 
exchange of STIP grant funds for Measure A funds and programmed STIP funds to Measure A 
projects in exchange for an equivalent amount of 2000 Measure A Sales Tax funds.  The 
exchange of funds creates the Local Program Reserve (LPR) which allows the Board of 
Directors to use those funds to program to other transportation projects.  The Board approved the 
fund exchange because it: 
 

 Accelerates Project Delivery and Reduces Administrative Costs - STIP funds come with 
substantial state requirements that impact schedule and cost of project delivery.  The 
exchange of funds allows the Board to free the projects from costly administrative 
burdens. 

 
 Enables the VTA Board to Manage Valley Transportation Plan (VTP) Expenditures - By 

exchanging STIP funds, the VTA Board eliminates the need for Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC) and the California Transportation Commission 
(CTC) to approve all STIP programming decisions after they are approved by the VTA 
Board.  Further, it eliminates the CTC’s approval of all subsequent STIP fund allocations 
for all STIP funded projects. 

 
A portion of the exchange funds will be used to pay interest to the Measure A Program for fund 
advances.  The initial amount is paid back when the CTC allocates STIP funds to the Measure A 
projects and VTA draws the cash from the State.  The interest will be calculated, and paid from 
the LPR account when (1) all STIP funds are drawn by the project and (2) all associated LPR 
funds are actually paid to projects.  Interest will be calculated at that time as well, based on 
VTA's rates of return on its pooled investment accounts at the time the advances occurred. 
 
Of note, the first three projects in the "Local Program Reserve Projects" table qualified for 
CMIA funds only because we were able to use exchange funds to advance these projects.  CMIA 
funds allocated to each project were:  
 

 $71.6 million for I-880 HOV Widening: SR-237 to US-101 
 $30.0 million for US 101 Improvements (280/680 to Tully) 
 $84.9 million for US 101 Improvements (SR-85 to Embarcadero) 

 
These and other VTP Highway projects that utilize Measure A exchange funds are the subject of 
the VTP Highways Semi-Annual Report that goes as an information item to the VTA Board in 
and September and January of each year. 
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During the 6-month period covered by this report: 
 

 On May 5, 2011, the Board of Directors augmented the US 101 Express Lanes Project, 
with exchange funding of $3.8 million, utilizing a cost savings of $2.4 million from the I-
880 HOV Widening project, and $1.4 million from the US 101 Improvements (Route 85 
to Embarcadero) project. 
 

 The City of Milpitas began the Tasman East LRT Landscaping project. 
 

 The ITS Enhancements project and the Santa Teresa/Fitzgerald Intersection projects 
were completed.  Each project received exchange funds for the Plans, Specifications and 
Estimates (PS&E) and Construction project phases.   

 
 The City of San Jose’s Julian/St. James Downtown Couplet Conversion project is 

nearly complete, with the recent conversion of St. James Street between 4th Street and 
19th Street to two-way traffic. 

 
 The City of Sunnyvale’s Mary Avenue Extension project is currently pending a revision 

to the original environmental document in preparation for re-certification.  
 

 The City of Morgan Hill has completed the design and environmental studies for the 
Butterfield Boulevard Extension project.  The City is currently acquiring permits and 
right-of-way. 

 
As of June 30, 2011, $59.5 million has been spent on various phases of the projects listed.  The 
projects involved in the exchange are described on the next page in Figures 1.3 and 1.4.   
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Figure 1.3 
Funds Outgoing From Measure A: 

Local Program Reserve Projects Receiving Measure A Funds 
 

Sponsor

 LPR Funds 
Allocated 
By Board 

(000s) 

Expended
to 

Date
(000s) Project Status Phase

VTA $21,000 $14,814 I-880 HOV Widening: SR-237 to US-101 Design /ROW Completed
VTA $7,644 $4,600 US 101 Improvements (280/680 to Tully) Construction
VTA $15,670 $13,425 US 101 Improvements (85 to Embarcadero) Design /ROW Completed
VTA $500 $364 I-880/I-280/Stevens Creek Interchange Prelim Engineering
VTA $4,500 $4,361 US 101/SR-25 Interchange Env./PA/ED
VTA/ACCMA $8,000 $129 I-680 Sunol Grade HOV/HOT Lane Construction
VTA $2,500 $2,497 SR-87 HOV North & South - Cost Increase Completed
VTA $1,000 $125 SR-152/SR-156 Interchange - Cost Increase Completed
Gilroy $6,725 $6,725 Gilroy/Arroyo Circle/Arroyo Camino Improvements Completed
Sunnyvale $524 $524 Mathilda Ave Caltrain Bridge Reconstruction Completed
SCCounty $450 $331 ITS Enhancements on Bascom Ave Completed
Morgan Hill $2,510 $2,330 Butterfield Blvd Extension Project Design Completed
SCCounty $275 $268 Santa Teresa/Fitzgerald Ave Intersection Signals Completed
Saratoga $400 $0 Citywide Signal Upgrade Project Phase 2 Not initiated yet
SCCounty $315 $321 Alum Rock School District Area Traffic Calming Completed
Sunnyvale $3,725 $0 Mary Ave Extension PS&E Pending 
San Jose $5,076 $4,179 Julian/St. James Downtown Couplet Conversion Construction
VTA $3,940 $0 I-280 Soundwalls: Bird Ave to Los Gatos Crk Not initiated yet
VTA $3,860 $0 I-680 Soundwalls: Capitol Xwy to Mueller Ave Not initiated yet
VTA/SBCOG $5,000 $2,479 SR-152 New Alignment Pre-PA/ED
Milpitas $1,800 $0 Tasman East LRT Landscaping Construction
VTA $4,356 $1,970 US 101/Capitol Expwy and Yerba Buena Int. Imp. Design 
VTA $100 $38 VTP Highway Programwide Project Various
VTA $3,800 $0 US 101 Express Lanes Environmental 
N/A $4,310 $0 Unprogrammed LPR - TBD Unprogrammed

TOTALS $107,980 $59,482  
 

Figure 1.4 
Funds Incoming to Measure A:  Projects Receiving STIP Funds 

$'s in thousands

Project
No. Sponsor

 STIP
Funds 

Fiscal
Year Project Status Phase

P-0476 VTA $57,540 2011 Capitol Expressway LRT Extension - Construction ROW/ Construction

P-0728 VTA $50,440 2013
Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Project - Berryessa
Extension Construction

TOTAL $107,980  

9.a



2000 Measure A Program 
Semi-Annual Report – June 2011                                                     Executive Summary and Project Costs 
  

 1-12 

E.  FUNDING 
 
Funding is a key issue for many of the 2000 Measure A projects.  As a consequence, in this 
report we refer to several terms associated with a project’s funding level.  These terms, arranged 
in order of increasing certainty of funding availability, are as follows: 

1. Estimated Cost – An estimate of the total cost of a project given the currently known 
scope and configuration of the project.  In the case of projects where there is little or no 
scope definition, “TBD” (To be Determined) is shown.  As the project is better defined, 
estimated cost figures will be included for these projects.  In the individual project 
information sheets, we have included the “Estimate Class” in order to give an idea of the 
level of uncertainty associated with the estimated cost.  A more detailed discussion of this 
topic is included in the appendix. 

2. Appropriation Through FY13 - The most recent Adopted Budget includes appropriations, 
based on an estimate of expenditures during FY12 and FY13, for various 2000 Measure 
A projects.  Since these projects can run beyond FY13, the appropriation amount is only 
a time-constrained slice of total estimated expenditures. 

3. Secured Funding – Funding that has been committed by funding agencies and is now 
available to VTA for project expenditures.  In many cases, secured funding is at a lower 
level than the appropriation in the Adopted Budget.  For these projects, it is anticipated 
that additional funding may be secured during the FY12/FY13 period.  It is important to 
note that, regardless of the level of appropriation, actual expenditures will not exceed 
secured funding at any time. 
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MEASURE A PROJECT SUMMARY REPORTS 
 

A. SILICON VALLEY RAPID TRANSIT  

1. BART Silicon Valley 

2. Freight Railroad Relocation And Other Corridor Establishment And 
Maintenance 

B. LIGHT RAIL PROGRAM 

1. Capitol Expressway Light Rail to Eastridge 

2. Light Rail System Improvements 

3. Extension to Vasona Junction 

C. COMMUTER RAIL PROGRAM 

1. Caltrain Service Upgrades 

2. Caltrain South County 

3. Caltrain Electrification / High Speed Rail 

4. Dumbarton Rail Corridor 

5. Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Center 

6. ACE Upgrades 

D. BUS PROGRAM 

1. Valley Rapid - Santa Clara / Alum Rock 

2. Valley Rapid - El Camino Real 

3. Bus Rapid Transit 

4. ZEB Demonstration and Facility Improvements 

5. Money Counting Facility Replacement 

E. SAN JOSE MINETA AIRPORT PEOPLE MOVER 

F. CLOSED PROJECTS 

1. Highway 17 Bus Service Improvements 

2. Low Floor Light Rail Vehicles 
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June 2011Silicon Valley Rapid Transit

BART Silicon Valley

Estimated Cost:  $2.952 billion*

Estimate Class 3 (see appendix)

Appropriation Through FY13:  $2.180 billion

Secured Funding:  $1.272 billion

Year of Completion:  2018 (Berryessa Extension)

Project Manager:
Carolyn Gonot

Designers 
(Preliminary Engineering):
HNTB, HMM/Bechtel, Wong/PB, 
AECOM, Booz Allen Hamilton, 
Kimley-Horn, STV

Project Description:
The Silicon Valley Rapid Transit (SVRT) Project 

extends BART from Warm Springs, through 

Milpitas and downtown San Jose to Santa Clara, 

a distance of 16.1 miles.  

The first phase, the Berryessa Extension Project, 

is under implementation for 10 miles from Warm 

Springs to San Plumas Avenue in San Jose 

including two stations, and is expected to be 

completed in 2018.

Project Status:
Environmental:  On June 24, 2010, FTA issued the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Berryessa Extension. The VTA Board 

adopted the Second Supplemental EIR in March 2011.

Design: The New Starts Preliminary Engineering phase started on January 4, 2010 and FTA’s approval of VTA’s request to 

enter Final Design was received in April 2011. Agreements with utility companies for transverse utility relocation design are

being developed and executed. Right-of-way engineering is in progress for additional support facilities and remaining utility 

and construction easements.

VTA has appropriated funds for a $16 million contribution to the Warm Springs BART Extension.  These 2000 Measure A / 

State-Local Partnership funds will be used for Warm Springs project elements that have a shared benefit with the SVRT 

project, including tail tracks that allow for construction, testing, and start-up of the SVRT extension.

Construction: Longitudinal utilities along the railroad right-of-way are largely designed and relocated as part of the 

original purchase agreement. The design-build Request for Proposals for the “Line, Track, Systems and Stations” contract 

was issued in April 2011.  Bids are expected in September 2011.

Project Schedule:  (For Berryessa Extension only)

Activity Start End 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

  Environmental Early 2004 Early 2011

  Design Early 2004 Late 2014

  Right-of-Way Mid 2007 Late 2013

  Construction Late 2012 Late 2017

  Testing and Commissioning Mid 2015 Late 2018

  Revenue Service Late 2018 N/A

*P-0501 through P-0507, P-0509, P-0728, P-0732, P-3101, P-3124, P-3125 for SVRT Program activities 
through 2018, including the Berryessa Extension Project

2-3
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-11
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-11
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 248,678          2,706             1,931             246,747          

Real Estate 275,058          79,704            76,501            198,557          

Labor, Services and Support 651,332          529,212          487,219          164,113          

Contingency 21,169            -                -                21,169            

Financing Costs 76,172            76,172            76,172            -                

Totals 1,272,409       687,794          641,823          630,587          

Secured Funding Incurred 50%

Secured Funding Committed 54%

NOTES:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

            June 30, 2011 incurred cost figures are unaudited and are subject to change

Anticipated Funding:

Funding Source Amount

State (TCRP) $624 million

State (STIP) 50 million

State (SLPP) 8 million

Federal (New Starts) 900 million

Local (Measure A) 1,370 million

Total $2,952 million
State
23%

Federal
31%

Local 
(Meas A)

73%

Artist’s Rendering of Berryessa Station Artist’s Rendering of Milpitas Station 

P-0501 through P-0507, P-0509, P-0728, P-0732, P-3101, P-3124, P-3125 for SVRT Program activities 
through 2018, including the Berryessa Extension Project

2-4
BART Silicon Valley Budget and Funding
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June 2011Silicon Valley Rapid Transit

Freight Railroad Relocation And Other Corridor 
Establishment And Maintenance

Estimated Cost:  $393.4 million*

Estimate Class 2 (see appendix)

Appropriation Through FY13:  $393.4 million* 

*Includes a net $61.6 million for UPRR right-of-way

Secured Funding: $310.7 million

Year of Completion: 2014

Project Manager:  Jim Costantini

Designer: HNTB Corporation

Project Description:
Relocate freight railroad from VTA-purchased 
right-of-way to existing UPRR right-of-way, between 
Warm Springs Yard and Calaveras Blvd.

Build new railroad underpass structure at Mission 
Boulevard.

Build roadway underpass at Warren Avenue and Kato 
Road.

Sever shipper freight service south of Montague 
Expressway.

Construct flood control improvements at Berryessa 
Creek, Wrigley Creek, Scott Creek and Line B.

Construct creek improvements and 
environmental mitigation at Wrigley Creek and Lower 
Penitencia Creek

Project Status:
The Chevron petroleum pipelines relocation, SFPP/Kinder-Morgan 
petroleum pipeline relocation, and Verizon/MCI fiber optic relocation have 
been completed. 

The Berryessa Creek crossing, Abel Street Seismic Retrofit, and Railroad 
Relocation contract was awarded in January 2009, with substantial 
completion in December 2010.

100% Design was approved by UPRR for Mission/Warren Truck Rail in April 2011, and right-of-way
acquisition is underway.

Construction of the Wrigley Creek Improvements is complete and the Plant Establishment Period has begun.

Kato Road Grade Separation (C222) has been advertised, with start of construction anticipated in October 
2011.

VTA awarded a construction contract for early creek improvements which was awarded in May 2011, with 
completion forecast in mid-2012.

Project Schedule:
  Activity Start End 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

  Design Early 2008 Mid 2011

  Utility Relocations Mid 2008 Late 2011

  Construction Early 2009 Late 2014

P-3100, P-3121 through P-3123, P-3126 through P-3129, P-0508 2-5
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-11
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-11
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 86,309            77,457            66,525            19,784            

Real Estate 88,941            77,647            77,053            11,888            

Labor, Services and Support 79,808            60,212            56,929            22,879            

Contingency 55,661            -                -                55,661            

Totals 310,718          215,316          200,506          110,212          

Secured Funding Incurred 65%

Secured Funding Committed 69%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

          June 30, 2011 incurred cost figures are unaudited and are subject to change

Anticipated Funding:
Funding Source Amount

Local (Measure A) $249.6 million

Local (Fremont) 23.3 million

Local (SCVWD) 17.5 million

Local (ACTA) 5.8 million

Local (ACFC) 1.0 million

Local (Milpitas) 0.1 million

State (TCRP, HRCSA, AB1462) 82.2 million

Federal (FHWA) 3.8 million

Other (TBD) 10.0 million

Total $393.4 million

State
21%

Federal
1%

Local (Other)
12%

Local 
(Meas A)

63%

Other (TBD)
3%

Replacement of existing Dixon Landing Road grade crossing of UPRR Main Track 1

P-3100, P-3121 through P-3123, P-3126 through P-3129, P-0508 2-6
Freight Railroad Relocation Budget and Funding
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June 2011Light Rail Program

Capitol Expressway Light Rail to Eastridge

Estimated Cost:  $375 million

Estimate Class 2 (see appendix)

Appropriation Through FY13:

$149.7 million

Secured Funding:  $109.0 million

Year of Completion: Phase 1: 2014, Phase 2 TBD

Project Manager:  Ken Ronsse

Designer:  Rajappan & Meyer

Project Description:
This project will transform Capitol Expressway into a multi-
modal boulevard offering bus rapid transit (BRT), light rail 
transit, and safe pathways with connections to the regional 
trail system. 

Phase I includes pedestrian and bus improvements along 
Capitol Expressway to accommodate pedestrian access and to 
improve safety. It includes new sidewalks and a landscaping 
buffer between the sidewalk and roadway from Capitol Avenue 
to Quimby Road. During this phase, reconstruction of the 
Eastridge Transit Center will also take place. These 
improvements will support subsequent BRT shelters and 
amenities at Story and Ocala as part of the future Santa 
Clara/Alum Rock BRT service.

Phase II will extend light rail from the existing Alum Rock Light Rail Station to the Eastridge Transit Center. 
Light rail will operate primarily in the center of Capitol Expressway, with elevated track structures crossing 
Capitol Avenue, Story Road, and Tully Road. The Eastridge extension will include three stations: Story 
Road, Ocala Avenue (optional) and Eastridge.

Project Status:
In May 2005 and in August 2007, the VTA Board of Directors certified the Final Environmental Impact 
Report, and the Supplemental EIR, respectively, and approved the Light Rail Alternative.  In order to 
make the projects eligible for federal funding, VTA is in the process of preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Light Rail Alternative.

The pedestrian improvement portion includes State (STIP) funding and is now under construction with 
completion scheduled in spring 2012.

Property acquisition and final design for the transit center and bus stops are underway.  Construction is 

anticipated to begin in mid 2012.

Project Schedule:
  Activity Start End 2010 2011 2012 2013

Environmental

  Env. Impact Stmt. Mid 2009 Late 2011

Sidewalk and Landscaping

  Design Early 2010 Early 2011

  Construction Early 2011 Mid 2012

  Closeout Mid 2012 End 2012

Eastridge Transit Center

  Design Mid 2010 Late 2012

  Right-of-Way Mid 2010 Early 2012

  Construction Late 2012 Mid 2014

  Closeout Mid 2014 Late 2014

2014

P-0375, P-0476, P-0743, P-0744, P-0787 2-7
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Cost Information:

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  1  h e a d i n g )  

Project Cost Element

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  2  h e a d i n g )

Secured
Funding

a

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  3  h e a d i n g )

Jun-11
Committed 

Costs
b

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  4  h e a d i n g )

Jun-11
Incurred

Costs
c

( B e g i n  C o l u mn  5  h e a d i n g )

Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 10,312            8,643             1,844             8,468             

Real Estate 9,791             1,664             1,527             8,264             

Labor, Services and Support 58,005            51,695            51,263            6,742             

Contingency 22,191            -                -                22,191            

Financing Costs 8,742             8,742             8,742             -                

Totals 109,042          70,745            63,377            45,665            

Secured Funding Incurred 58%

Secured Funding Committed 65%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

          June 30, 2011 incurred cost figures are unaudited and are subject to change

Anticipated Funding:

Funding Source Amount

Local (Measure A) $78.8 million

Local (Other) 5.7 million

State (STIP) 57.5 million

State (Other) 0.2 million

TBD 232.8 million

Total $375.0 million

State
15%

Local
(Meas A)

21%

Other 
(TBD)
62%

Local 
(Other)

2%

Excavation at Capitol Expressway Demolition of Existing Curb at Capitol 
Expressway
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Light Rail System Improvements

Estimated Cost:  $40 million

Appropriation Through FY13:  

$9.1 million

Secured Funding: $9.1 million

Year of Completion: Varies

Project Manager:

Kevin Connolly, Ken Ronsse

Designers:
TBD

Description Of Efforts:
The VTA Board adopted the Light Rail Systems Analysis in May 2010. The Systems Analysis 
provides an evaluation of infrastructure and operational deficiencies of the existing light rail 
system along with a three-phase improvement plan for immediate action.  

Near-term recommended projects from the Light Rail Systems Analysis are as follows:

• Guadalupe Express.  The top priority recommendation from the Systems Analysis will 
reconfigure the southern half of the Light Rail System to allow express trains and integrate 
the Almaden shuttle trains into the larger system. This project will require planning and 
design of a storage track in the Downtown-Civic Center area of San Jose.  

• North First Street Speed Improvements. The Systems Analysis recommended speeding 
up travel times throughout the system but especially on North First Street between Metro 
Airport and Tasman stations. Among the specific project recommendations are fencing the 
trackway to allow for 45 mph operation, grade separations, signal retiming and crossover 
track. 

• Long T Conceptual Engineering. The Phase II recommendation from the Systems Analysis 
developed a series of improvements to the Tasman corridor to allow for express trains and 
more frequent service to serve the future BART station connection at Montague. This project 
will begin Conceptual Engineering for the Long T Improvement. 

• LRT Crossovers. The Systems Analysis identified up to 12 locations where new crossovers 
will improve operational flexibility and safety throughout the system. This project would begin 
design and construction on the highest priority locations.   

Status:
The Light Rail Systems Analysis was adopted by the VTA Board in May 2010. The initial 
projects recommended from the Systems Analysis will begin planning, design and construction 
in fall 2011.

Project Schedule:

  Activity Start End 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

 Light Rail Systems Analysis Late 2008 Mid 2010

 Guadalupe Express Late 2011 Late 2013

P-0552, P-0660, P-0722, P-0784 2-9
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Appendix D – Bikeway Projects 

This appendix  includes Caltrans’ FY 2010 Maintenance Level of Service  (LOS) District 4 
Report,  and  the  FY  2010  Attribute  Summaries  for  the  nine  Bay Area  counties within 
District 4. 
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Date: August 24, 2011

Current Meeting: September 7, 2011

Board Meeting: N/A

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Citizens Advisory Committee

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief CMA Officer, John Ristow

SUBJECT: Eco Pass Program Evaluation

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Staff will be conducting an evaluation of VTA’s Eco Pass Program beginning in September 2011 
in an effort to assess the program’s effectiveness, revisit policy goals and objectives and 
ultimately identify improvements to the program. Study tasks include defining policy direction, 
engaging stakeholders, collecting data, determining the program’s strategic direction, assessing 
alternatives, and implementing new policies. The study will conclude in September 2012 in time 
for the 2013 Eco Pass Program renewal process.

BACKGROUND

The Eco Pass Program was introduced in 1996 with funding from a Transportation Fund for 
Clean Air (TFCA) program grant. The program as originally conceived had dual policy 
objectives of increasing ridership while being revenue neutral to VTA.  The original grant 
required that Eco Pass Administrators conduct a survey before and after enrolling in the 
program. This survey requirement is no longer enforced through Eco Pass contracts, making it 
difficult to determine if the program is revenue neutral.  In addition, it appears that there is 
evidence of third party reselling of cards through various internet services and other sources.     

The Eco-Pass Program provides a bulk-discount transit pass to employees, residents and students 
through employers, housing complex managers or school administrators. These Eco Pass 
Administrators consider it an important addition to their Transportation Demand Management 
programs, and the program is popular with recipients. The Pass is a photo identification card 
with current-year sticker that allows employees unlimited access to VTA’s bus and light rail 
systems. Eco Pass Administrators purchase the Eco-Pass for all employees/residents/students to 
encourage them to ride public transit instead of driving. VTA determines annual fees based on a 
sliding scale that considers the total number of eligible participants and their proximity to VTA’s 
services.  More than 150 employers are currently enrolled in the program including: San Jose 
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State University, Stanford University, Lockheed Martin, Cisco, Yahoo!, Juniper Networks, and 
Brocade.

DISCUSSION

Across the country, several transit agencies have programs similar to VTA’s Eco Pass Program 
with varying structures and policies. These include Denver RTD, Portland Tri-Met, Dallas 
DART, and Oakland AC Transit. All aim to engage employers in bulk discount pass programs 
and encouraging employees to ride transit, but they have widely different cost structures, and 
VTA’s appears to be one of the least expensive. 

Finally, the Clipper universal transit smart card is becoming increasingly integrated into Bay 
Area fare systems. This more sophisticated technology could replace the Eco Pass’ photo 
identification card with annual sticker. This update, also, requires a deliberate transition that 
would be defined through this Eco Pass Program Evaluation.

At the beginning of the study, staff will form an Eco Pass Task Force comprised of Program 
Administrators such as employers, university transportation program and housing development 
managers. Representing the organizations that purchase the Program and providing access to the 
program users, this Task Force will guide the policy direction of the study helping to negotiate 
the competing priorities. Ultimately, it will be the Task Force who recommends how the 
competing priorities of increasing ridership versus the program being revenue neutral will be 
met. Staff will then present the resulting policy recommendation(s) to TP&O for review before 
initiating re-design of the program. 

Prepared By: Jason Kim
Memo No. 3260
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Aug‐12 Sep‐11 Oct‐11 Nov‐11 Dec‐11 Jan‐12 Feb‐12 Mar‐12 Apr‐12 May‐12 Jun‐12 Jul‐12 Aug‐12 Sep‐12
Task 0 – Project Meetings
Internal Stakeholders  X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Task Force  X X X
CAC X X X X X
TP&O X X X X X
Task 1 – Engage Internal Stakeholders 
Task 2 – Peer Review
Task 3 – Engage External Stakeholders 
Task 4 – Surveys  
Task 5 – Clipper 
Task 6 – VTA Operations and Ridership
Task 7 – Strategic Direction
Task 8 – Project Alternatives 
Task 9 – Alternatives Assessment 
Task 10 – Implementation Strategy 
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