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THROUGH:
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General Manager

FROM:
Donald A. Smith, Jr.


Chief Operating Officer

SUBJECT: 
Comments Requested for the Bay Area’s Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Transportation Plan

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND: 

In response to the new requirements for social service transportation funding contained within the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) federal transportation authorization bill, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) has prepared a Draft Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Transportation Plan (Plan) for the San Francisco nine county Bay Area.  Federal Transit Administration regulations require that Section 5310, Job Access Reverse Commute, and New Freedom program applications to be derived from the Plan once it is adopted by MTC.    

As the Paratransit Coordinating Council for Santa Clara County, the Committee for Transit Accessibility (CTA) evaluates Federal Transit Administration Section 5310 grant applications submitted by the county’s social service non-profit and public agencies through the use of a Local Review Committee (LRC).  The LRC’s work related to the Section 5310 grant evaluation process is conducted in accordance with the California Transportation Commission’s project evaluation criteria, Caltrans’ regulations, and Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s (MTC) project review guidelines.  

DISCUSSION:
In February 2007, the CTA participated in one of 21 community outreach meetings held by MTC representatives to collect comments from stakeholders and the public about transportation needs of seniors and persons with disabilities for the Plan.  MTC has prepared the Draft Plan based on input from the 21 community outreach meetings, individual interviews, and an assessment of reports regarding the transportation needs of seniors and persons with disabilities compiled by San Francisco Bay Area transportation and social service agencies.  

The Draft Plan identifies existing transportation resources serving seniors and persons with disabilities, documents unmet transportation needs, and includes potential solutions to address the respective needs.  In addition, it highlights opportunities to improve coordination for low-income, seniors and persons with disabilities transportation service delivery. 

MTC is seeking public comment on the Draft Plan.  The Draft Plan can be viewed, printed, and downloaded from www.nelsonnygaard.com/coordination.  Alternative formats can be requested by calling (415) 284-1544.

Comments regarding the Draft Plan can be made in four ways:

1. Visit www.nelsonnygaard.com/coordination to submit comments online 

2.  Mail comments to 

MTC CPT HST Plan

c/o Nelson Nygaard

785 Market Street, Suite 1300

San Francisco, CA 94103

3. Email comments to MTC_Plan_Comments@nelsonnygaard.com 

4. Call 415-281-6920 and leave comments on a message phone.

The deadline for submitting comments regarding the Draft Plan is Friday, November 9, 2007.  MTC staff will present the Draft Plan with the comments received to the MTC Board in December 2007.

Concurrently, Caltrans is preparing to publish updated Section 5310 application materials in early 2008.  The Section 5310 applications will allow non-profit social service and public agencies to propose projects to address the transportation needs of seniors and persons with disabilities that are derived from the Plan.  Two years of Section 5310 funding will be available.  The CTA will be asked to appoint a LRC once the Caltrans application scheduled is determined.

JARC and New Freedom project proposals, derived from the Plan, will be coordinated by MTC according to yet to be released guidance.

Staff will monitor the development of these programs and will report back to the CTA as information warrants.

Prepared by: David Ledwitz
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