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MEMORANDUM

DATE:
February 20, 2004
TO:

Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor Policy Advisory Board



BART Extension to Milpitas, San Jose and Santa Clara

FROM:
Tom Fitzwater, Environmental Planning Manager

SUBJECT:
Status Report on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ Environmental Impact Report 

Introduction

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ Environmental Impact Report for the Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor BART Extension to Milpitas, San Jose and Santa Clara is complete.  In the next week or so, VTA staff anticipates FTA approval to release the document to the public in accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

This memo summarizes the content of the document and describes the process and schedule for public review and comment.  

Background

In June of 2002 the VTA and BART Boards approved a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor BART Extension to Milpitas, San Jose and Milpitas.  This action provided the project description for the development of an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR).  The project description includes fifteen alignment and station options that are analyzed further in the DEIS/EIR.  Decisions on these station and alignment options will serve as refinements to the LPA included in the Final EIS/EIR (FEIS/EIR).

DEIS/EIR Purpose

The DEIS/EIR informs the public, interested stakeholders, the cities and other interested individuals about the potential impacts and related mitigations associated with the project.  The document will also be used by federal, state, regional and local agencies to assess the environmental impacts of the SVRTC project on resources under their jurisdiction and/or to make discretionary decisions regarding the project.  The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the State of California, and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) will use this document and the Final EIS/EIR in deciding whether and how to fund the project.

DEIS/EIR Content 

The DEIS/EIR evaluates the environmental impacts of three project alternatives including the No-Action, “New Starts” Baseline and BART Extension Alternative.  In addition, two Minimum Operating Segment (MOS) scenarios under the BART Alternative are evaluated.  The document includes analysis of 15 station and alignment options within the BART Extension Alternative.  Decisions on these options will further refine the LPA to be included in the FEIS/EIR.

The DEIS/EIR evaluates the short-term construction and long-term impacts of the project in 17 subject areas, including:

· Transportation and Transit 

· Air Quality

· Biological Resources and Wetlands

· Community Services and Facilities

· Cultural and Historic Resources

· Electromagnetic Fields

· Energy

· Environmental Justice

· Geology, Soils and Seismicity

· Hazardous Materials

· Land Use

· Noise and Vibration

· Security and System Safety

· Socioeconomics

· Utilities

· Visual Quality and Aesthetics, and

· Water Resources, Water Quality, and Floodplains.

The Draft EIS/EIR describes the project alternatives, existing environmental setting and impacts from construction and operation of the alternatives.  It also describes design requirements and best management practices integrated into the project, and mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate identified impacts.  The document includes chapters specifically addressing BART Core System Parking, 4(f) Evaluation (i.e., special efforts to protect park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic sites), and the requirements of NEPA and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

VTA staff has also developed a Citizens Guide that summarizes the findings of the DEIS/EIR and the environmental evaluation of the station and alignment option refinements to the LPA in a user-friendly format.  This Citizens Guide will also be available on request. 

DEIS/EIR Process and Schedule

The Draft EIS/EIR is complete and should be accepted for release to the public by the FTA soon.  The tentative schedule is to release the DEIS/EIR for public review and comment on March 5, 2004.  If released on March 5 the comment period on the DEIS/EIR would close on April 21, 2004.  All comments received by that date will be responded to in the FEIS/EIR.  The VTA Board will be asked to certify the FEIS/EIR in the Fall of 2004.  

The document will be available in hard copy, on CD ROM and electronically on the BART project web page.  In addition, copies will be available at select public libraries in Milpitas, San Jose and Santa Clara.  The Notice of Availability (NOA) will be mailed to key stakeholders and advertised in the local newspapers.  

The public has 45-days to review and comment on the DEIS/EIR.  Comments may be submitted in writing by mail, fax or the internet, or verbally at one of three public hearings to be held in March (or April if the release is delayed by FTA).  The findings of the DEIS/EIR including the analysis of the station and alignment options will be summarized at the public hearings.  Public hearing notices are to be mailed to over 50,000 residents, business and property owners; and published in local newspapers.  Assuming the document is approved for release on March 5, 2004, the public hearings are scheduled as outlined below.  Any delay in the release date would require that the public hearings be rescheduled to meet the required 15-day notice period.  

San Jose 

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

6:00 to 8:00 PM

First United Methodist Church

24 North Fifth Street

San Jose, CA

Milpitas

Thursday, March 25, 2004

6:00 to 8:00 PM

Joseph Weller Elementary School

345 Boulder Street

Milpitas, CA

Santa Clara

Monday, March 29, 2004

6:00 to 8:00 PM

Santa Clara Senior Center

1303 Fremont Street

Santa Clara, CA

In addition, the DEIS/EIR and alignment and station options will be reviewed at four Community Working Group (CWG) meetings in March.

For additional information, please call Tom Fitzwater at (408) 321-5705.
AGENDA ITEM #4








Page 3 of 3

