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TO: Administration and Finance Committee 
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THROUGH: Michael T. Burns 
General Manager  

FROM: Kurt Evans 
 Federal/State Government Affairs Manager 

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative History Matrix 
 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

BACKGROUND: 

For your information, I am attaching our Monthly Legislative History Matrix, which describes 
key transportation-related bills that are being considered by the California State Legislature 
during the 2007-08 session.  It indicates the status of these measures and any adopted VTA 
positions with regard to them. 

DISCUSSION: 

When lawmakers return to the State Capitol Building on January 7, they will hit the ground 
running.  During their first week back in Sacramento, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger will present 
his State of the State Address to the Legislature and release his FY 2009 budget proposal.  
Lawmakers also will be busy with legislation from last year.  The deadline for bills that were 
introduced in 2007 to be passed out of their house of origin is January 31.  Meanwhile, two 
special sessions on health care and water that were called by the Governor last year will continue 
in 2008. 

It is expected that California’s fiscal crisis will dominate the 2008 regular legislative session.  The 
housing downturn and economic slowdown have put California’s state budget under severe 
pressure.  The most recent estimates prepared by the Department of Finance show a budget 
shortfall of more than $14 billion.  Gov. Schwarzenegger has declared a fiscal emergency and has 
ordered all state departments to prepare for 10 percent reductions.  Meanwhile, the Assembly and 
Senate are gearing up for what promises to be extraordinarily difficult budget deliberations.  In 
this environment, funding for all areas of state government, including transportation, is in 
jeopardy. 

Prepared by:  Kurt Evans, Federal/State Government Affairs Manager 
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SB 262 
(Runner) 
Proposition 1B: 
Trade Corridors 

When allocating Proposition 1B transportation infrastructure bond revenues for trade corridor 
improvements, requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to consider:  (a) the impact of 
a project on goods movement and port operations in the Southern California region; and  (b) the 
potential of a project to benefit the inland port concept in order to relieve congestion at and in the 
vicinity of the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 

 

SB 286 
(Lowenthal) 
Proposition 1B: 
Local Streets and 
Roads 

Establishes procedures for allocating the $2 billion in Proposition 1B transportation infrastructure bond 
revenues available to cities and counties for local street and road improvements.  Upon appropriation by 
the Legislature, requires the Controller’s Office to allocate the first payments to cities and counties no 
later than January 1, 2008.  Clarifies that each city is to receive a minimum of $400,000 no later than 
January 1, 2008.  After this has occurred, requires the remaining Proposition 1B revenues for cities to 
be allocated on the basis of population.  Requires the Controller’s Office to use the population figures 
from the Department of Finance as of January 1, 2007, in making allocations to cities.  Upon 
appropriation of Proposition 1B bond revenues for local streets and roads by the Legislature, requires 
each city and county to submit to the Department of Finance a list of projects expected to be funded 
pursuant to an adopted city or county budget.  Requires each city and county to submit to the 
Department of Finance documentation that includes the following information:  (a) name, location and 
amount of expenditure for each project to be funded; and  (b) the completion date and estimated useful 
life of each project.  Provides that each city and county receiving Proposition 1B bond revenues for 
local streets and roads has three fiscal years to encumber the funds from the date that the funds are 
allocated by the Controller’s Office.  Requires unencumbered funds to be returned to the Controller’s 
Office for reallocation. 

7/16/07 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 292 
(Wiggins) 
Safe Drinking 
Water, Water 
Quality and Supply, 
Flood Control, 
River, and Coastal 
Protection Bond Act 
of 2006 

Specifies the conditions and criteria for expenditure of the $90 million in funds derived from the bonds 
issued under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River, and Coastal 
Protection Bond Act of 2006 for planning grants for urban greening programs.  Requires the California 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Resources Agency to:  (a) develop a planning grant program 
for local and regional agencies to develop urban greening plans;  (b) develop a program of grants, 
rebates and loans for local and regional agencies to implement urban greening projects consistent with 
an adopted urban greening plan;  (c) develop guidelines by which non-profit organizations may apply 
for grants to help implement an urban greening project in a community with an adopted urban greening 
plan; and  (d) develop guidelines for the approval of urban greening plans for purposes of receiving a 
grant, rebate or loan under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River, 
and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006. 

4/30/07 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 307 
(Dutton) 
Goods Movement 
Action Plan 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to incorporate the Southern California National Freight Gateway 
Strategy into the Goods Movement Action Plan prepared by the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency and the California Environmental Protection Agency. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 308 
(Margett) 
Tax Deduction: 
Hybrid Vehicles 

Allows a $3,000 deduction for each purchase or initial lease of a 2007 model year or newer hybrid 
motor vehicle.  Specifies that this deduction would be in effect until December 1, 2011, or until 100,000 
hybrid vehicles have been sold and registered in the state, whichever occurs earlier. 

5/2/07 Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee 
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SB 372 
(Steinberg) 
High-Speed Rail: 
Educational and 
Vocational Training 
Programs 

Requires the superintendent of public instruction to:  (a) develop an inventory of future educational and 
vocational training programs that are necessary for California’s high-speed train project; and  (b) 
develop courses of study, and vocational and technical training necessary to meet the demand for new 
skills and training associated with the implementation and operation of the high-speed train project.  
Specifies that these requirements would become operative on the date of the election when the Safe, 
Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act is approved by the voters. 

5/24/07 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 375 
(Steinberg) 
Transportation 
Planning:  
Sustainable 
Communities 
Strategy 

By July 1, 2008, requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to adopt guidelines for 
travel demand models used in the development of regional transportation plans (RTPs) by:  (a) federally 
designated metropolitan planning organizations;  (b) county transportation agencies or commissions in 
areas that have been designated as non-attainment areas under the federal Clean Air Act; and  (c) the 
Southern California Association of Governments in the counties of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura.  Requires specified RTPAs to develop and include in their 
RTPs a “sustainable communities strategy” that:  (a) identifies areas within the region sufficient to 
house all the population of the region over the course of the planning period taking into account net 
migration into the region, population growth, household formation, and employment growth;  (b) 
identifies a transportation network to service the transportation needs of the region;  (c) identifies 
significant resource areas and farmland;  (d) sets forth a development pattern for the region, a 
transportation network, and other transportation measures that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
from automobiles and light trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible way to do so, targets developed by 
the California Air Resources Board (CARB); and  (e) will allow the RTP to comply with the federal 
Clean Air Act.  By January 1, 2009, requires CARB to provide specified regions with greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction targets for the automobile and light truck sectors for 2020 and 2035, and to update 
the regional targets, as specified, until 2050.  Requires certain transportation planning and programming 
activities undertaken by specified RTPAs to be consistent with the sustainable communities strategy 
contained in the applicable RTP.  Exempts projects programmed for funding before December 31, 
2011, from the requirement of consistency with the sustainable communities strategy in the applicable 
RTP if they:  (a) are contained in the 2007 or 2009 Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program;  (b) are funded with Proposition 1B bond revenues; or  (c) were specifically listed in a ballot 
measure prior to December 31, 2006, approving a local sales tax increase for transportation projects.  
Authorizes exemptions from specified California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements for 
certain projects within an eligible local jurisdiction that has amended its General Plan so that the land-
use, housing and open space elements are consistent with its region’s sustainable communities strategy. 

9/12/07 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 442 
(Ackerman) 
Design-Build 
Contracting: Orange 
County 
Transportation 
Authority 

Authorizes the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) to use design-build contracting for 
constructing a high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane connecting State Route 22 to I-405 and I-605. 

4/9/07 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 
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SB 445 
(Torlakson) 
Road User Task 
Force 

Creates an 14-member Road User Task Force.  Requires the task force to submit a report to the 
Legislature and Governor by January 1, 2009, with recommendations on alternatives to the current 
system of taxing road users through per-gallon fuel taxes. 

6/4/07 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

Support 

SB 494 
(Kehoe) 
Clean Alternative 
Fuels 

Enacts the Clean Alternative Fuel and Clean Vehicle Act of 2007.  By June 30, 2009, requires the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) to adopt regulations that would ensure both of the following:  
(a) commencing January 1, 2015, 25 percent of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in 
California are clean alternative vehicles; and  (b) commencing January 1, 2020, 50 percent of new 
passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state are clean alternative vehicles.  In developing 
these regulations, requires CARB to do all of the following:  (a) consider the technological and 
economic feasibility of the regulations;  (b) develop and enforce compliance options for eligible clean 
alternative vehicles that take into account their air quality benefits and the likelihood that the vehicle 
will actually use clean alternative fuel; and  (c) ensure, to the extent technologically and economically 
feasible, that a clean alternative fuel is made available statewide at retail outlets whenever CARB 
determines that a sufficient number of motor vehicles certified by the board to run on that fuel has been 
reached.  Specifies that these regulations shall apply only to a motor vehicle manufactured after 
December 31, 2010. 

6/26/07 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

SB 522  
(Dutton)  
Proposition 1C: 
Regional Planning, 
Housing and Infill 
Incentive Account 

Authorizes the Department of Housing and Community Development to administer a program to 
provide grants to cities and counties to finance infrastructure directly related to the construction of infill 
housing projects with the $850 million in Proposition 1C housing bond revenues that are deposited into 
the Regional Planning, Housing and Infill Incentive Account.  In reviewing and rating applications for 
funding under this program, requires the department to consider the following factors:  (a) the number 
of housing units to be created;  (b) the depth and duration of the affordability of the housing;  (c) the 
creation of housing in job-rich areas; and  (d) the applicant’s previous performance in meeting its 
regional housing need allocation. 

4/19/07 Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 531 
(Oropeza) 
Toxic Air Pollutants 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to reform the regulation of emissions of toxic air 
pollutants. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 540 
(Harman) 
Sales Tax 
Exemption: Fuel 
Taxes 

Provides that the sales tax shall not be applied to any federal and state fuel taxes. As 
Introduced 

Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee 

Oppose 

SB 585 
(Lowenthal) 
Recycled Concrete 

Requires Caltrans to annually report on the amount of recycled concrete materials used by the 
department during the previous fiscal year.  Requires Caltrans to contract with the Institute of 
Transportation Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, to conduct workshops biennially for 
city and county public works professionals on the use of recycled concrete materials. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 
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SB 598 
(Harman) 
Caltrans: Excess 
Property 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to appoint a state agency to act in an oversight role to ensure that 
Caltrans corrects its long history of mismanagement of its excess real property. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 619 
(Migden) 
Public Contracting: 
Retention Proceeds 

For all contracts related to the construction of any public works projects entered into after January 1, 
2009, provides that the retention proceeds withheld from any payment by a public entity from the 
original contractor, by the original contractor from any subcontractor, and by a subcontractor from any 
other subcontractor shall not exceed 5 percent of the payment. 

3/29/07 Assembly Floor  

SB 640  
(Simitian)  
General Plans: 
Circulation and 
Transportation 
Element 

Renames the circulation element of local general plans the “circulation and transportation element.” 4/30/07 Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 
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SB 716 
(Perata) 
Proposition 1B: 
Transit Capital 

Specifies the process for allocating Proposition 1B transportation infrastructure bond revenues for 
public transit capital improvements under the Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement and 
Service Enhancement Account.  Prior to seeking a disbursement of funds from this account, requires a 
project sponsor to submit to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) a description of the 
proposed project that it intends to fund with these revenues.  Requires this description to include all of 
the following:  (a) a summary of the proposed project and the benefits that it would achieve;  (b) the 
useful life of the project, which must be consistent with the state’s general obligation bond law;  (c) the 
estimated schedule for completing the project;  (d) the total cost of the project; and  (e) the 
identification of all funding sources necessary for completing the project.  Requires the CTC to review 
this information solely to determine all of the following:  (a) the project is consistent with the 
requirements for funding under the Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement and Service 
Enhancement Account;  (b) the project is a capital improvement the meets the requirements of the 
state’s general obligation bond law;  (c) the project or useful project component is or would become 
fully funded with an allocation of money from the Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement 
and Service Enhancement Account; and  (d) the funds could be encumbered within three years of the 
allocation based on the CTC’s review of the project’s phase or schedule for completion, as submitted by 
the project sponsor.  Upon conducting this review and determining that a proposed project is in 
compliance with these requirements, specifies that the CTC shall, on a quarterly basis, provide the 
Controller’s Office with a list of projects and their sponsoring agencies eligible to receive an allocation 
from the Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement and Service Enhancement Account.  Upon 
receipt of this information from the CTC, requires the Controller’s Office to commence any necessary 
actions to allocate funds to project sponsors, including seeking the issuance of bonds for that purpose.  
Provides that total allocations to a project sponsor cannot exceed that project sponsor’s share of funds 
from the Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement and Service Enhancement Account.  In its 
Annual Report to the Legislature, requires the CTC to include a summary of its activities related to the 
administration of funds from the Public Transportation Modernization, Improvement and Service 
Enhancement Account.  At a minimum, requires this summary to include:  (a) a description and the 
location of each project funded from the account;  (b) the amount of funds allocated to each project;  (c) 
the status of each project;  (d) a description of the public benefit expected from each project; and  (e) a 
designation of any projects that have been subject to an audit by the Controller’s Office. 

7/11/07 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 732 
(Steinberg) 
Proposition 84: 
Sustainable 
Communities 
Council 

Creates a Sustainable Communities Council to administer the $90 million planning program and the 
$90 million urban greening program funded under the Sustainable Communities and Climate Change 
Reduction portion of Proposition 84.  Requires the council to develop the following:  (a) grant 
programs for cities and counties to update and implement their general plans, subject to various 
requirements; and  (b) grant programs to support the preparation, adoption and implementation of 
regional blueprint planning programs. 

8/31/07 Assembly Floor  

SB 745 
(Oropeza) 
Proposition 1B: Port 
Security 

Requires the Office of Emergency Services (OES) to develop criteria for allocating Proposition 1B 
transportation infrastructure bond revenues for port, harbor and ferry terminal security improvements 
based on the following factors:  (a) terrorism threat and risk;  (b) the extent to which a project supports 
enhanced terrorism prevention measures; and  (c) improved response and recovery capabilities.  
Requires these revenues to be allocated in accordance with the developed criteria. 

4/9/07 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee 
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SB 748 
(Corbett) 
Proposition 1B:  
State-Local 
Partnership Program 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to establish criteria and conditions for use of Proposition 1B 
transportation infrastructure bond revenues dedicated to the State-Local Partnership Program.  Specifies 
that eligible local matching funds required to receive an allocation under the State-Local Partnership 
Program must be obtained from revenues from any voter-approved local or regional tax or fee solely 
dedicated to transportation improvements, or from uniform developer fees.  Defines “tax” or “fee” to 
mean a countywide or citywide sales tax; a property or parcel tax in a county, counties or district; voter-
approved bridge tolls or fees dedicated to specific transportation improvements; and uniform developer 
fees.  Requires a project to provide a match of one dollar of eligible local matching funds for each 
dollar of state funds made available for the project under the State-Local Partnership Program.  In order 
to be eligible to receive funding under the State-Local Partnership Program, requires a project to be a 
transportation capital project that is estimated to cost at least $5 million and that is included in a 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  Specifies that eligible projects include all of the following:  (a) 
improvements to the state highway system;  (b) improvements to transit facilities;  (c) acquisition, 
retrofit or rehabilitation of rolling stock, buses or other transit equipment with a useful life of at least 10 
years;  (d) improvements to the local road system;  (e) improvements to bicycle or pedestrian safety or 
mobility with a useful life of at least 15 years; and  (f) improvements to mitigate the environmental 
impacts of new transportation infrastructure on a locality’s or region’s water quality.  Specifies that 
each fiscal year in which funds are appropriated for the program constitutes a funding cycle.  To ensure 
that as many eligible projects as possible may benefit from the State-Local Partnership Program, 
provides that no single project may receive more than $25 million in a single funding cycle in which 
program funds are appropriated.  Requires each project sponsor desiring to participate in the State-
Local Partnership Program in any funding cycle to submit certain specified information to the 
California Transportation Commission (CTC).  For each funding cycle, requires the CTC to adopt a 
program of projects to receive allocations from the State-Local Partnership Program.  In allocating 
funds to specific projects, requires the CTC to give priority to projects that meet any of the following:  
(a) the project can commence construction or implementation of the project in a manner to provide the 
public benefit at the earliest possible date;  (b) the project can enhance the leveragability of Proposition 
1B bond funds by utilizing a higher proportion of non-bond funds toward a project’s total cost than is 
otherwise required; or  (c) the project can demonstrate quantifiable air quality improvements.  Allows 
the CTC to allocate money to a project in more than one funding cycle.  Requires a project receiving an 
allocation under the State-Local Partnership Program to encumber the funds no later than June 30 of the 
fiscal year in which an allocation is made by the CTC.  In addition, requires allocated funds to be 
expended within three years of June 30 of the fiscal year in which an allocation is made by the CTC.  
Requires the CTC to rescind an allocation to a project that fails to comply with these requirements and 
to reallocate those funds to another project.  Requires the CTC to develop and adopt guidelines to 
implement the State-Local Partnership Program, and to establish the criteria and process for allocating 
funds to eligible projects under the program. 

7/12/07 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 810 
(Corbett) 
Tax Credits: Green 
Vehicles 

Provides a state income tax credit for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2007, and ending 
on or before January 1, 2015, based on the qualified costs for manufacturing green vehicles in 
California. 

4/9/07 Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee 
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SB 872 
(Ackerman) 
Proposition 1B:  
State-Local 
Partnership Program 

Creates the State-Local Partnership Program to provide state matching funds to construct highway and 
exclusive mass transit guideway projects that would provide economic and transportation benefits for 
California.  Declares the intent of the Legislature to appropriate a maximum of $200 million in 
Proposition 1B transportation infrastructure bond revenues for the program in each fiscal year for five 
years beginning with FY 2011.  Specifies that a project is eligible to be funded under the State-Local 
Partnership Program if it is a local road, state highway or exclusive mass public transit guideway 
improvement that meets all of the following conditions:  (a) upon completion of the project, it would 
constitute a usable segment that would increase the capacity of the highway or mass transit guideway, 
or would extend service to new areas;  (b) the project sponsor has committed or is capable of 
committing the local funding needed to complete the project;  (c) the project is sponsored or co-
sponsored by the appropriate transportation planning agency, county transportation commission or 
authority, or congestion management agency;  (d) the project is not receiving any other state funds;  (e) 
the project has a minimum cost of $25 million;  (f) the project sponsor has completed or is capable of 
completing all project development work so that the construction contracts for the project can be 
awarded no later than June 30 of the fiscal year following the year in which the funds are appropriated 
for the project; and  (g) improvements to state highways are consistent with state and federal standards, 
are designed to minimize long-term maintenance costs, and are approved by Caltrans.  Specifies that the 
local share for the project must be at least 50 percent of the total project costs and must come from 
revenues generated from any locally imposed sales tax for transportation.  Specifies the process for 
applying for and receiving funds under the State-Local Partnership Program, as follows:  (a) requires 
project sponsors to submit eligible projects for the five-year period from FY 2011 through FY 2016 to 
the California Transportation Commission (CTC) no later than September 30, 2009;  (b) requires the 
CTC to review the applications from project sponsors for consistency with the program’s requirements 
and to compile a list of all eligible projects no later than January 31, 2010;  (c) requires the CTC to 
approve the list of projects no later than April 1, 2010;  (d) requires a project sponsor to let the 
construction contracts for its project no later than June 30 of the fiscal year following the year in which 
the funds are appropriated for the project.  Requires allocated funds to be expended within three years 
of June 30 of the fiscal year in which an allocation is made by the CTC.  Requires the CTC to rescind 
an allocation to a project that fails to comply with these requirements.  Requires rescinded allocations to 
be re-programmed to other projects. 

5/8/07 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 889 
(Maldonado) 
Carpool Education 
Program 

Until January 1, 2011, requires Caltrans to establish and implement the Carpool Education Pilot 
Program for the purposes of educating the public on the use of highway lanes and ramps for high-
occupancy vehicles and encouraging the reporting of an alleged violation involving the unlawful 
operation of a motor vehicle in a high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane or ramp.  Requires Caltrans to do 
all of the following in developing and implementing the program:  (a) establish a toll-free telephone 
number for reporting a violation;  (b) establish an Internet Website for reporting an alleged violation, 
for allowing an alleged offender to dispute a reported violation, and for educating the public on the use 
of HOV lanes and ramps;  (c) publicize and cause the posting of highway signs that provide the toll-free 
telephone number and the Internet Website address;  (d) create an educational brochure containing 
information on guidelines for using HOV lanes and ramps;  (e) keep an individual reporting a violation 
anonymous;  (f) require the reporting of a violation to include the license plate number of the motor 
vehicle, the time of day and location of the alleged violation, and any other supporting information; and  
(g) based on the license plate number reported, mail to the current address of the registered owner of the 
motor vehicle on file with the Department of Motor Vehicles a notice informing the owner that his or 
her vehicle was reported to have allegedly been seen in an HOV lane or ramp without the requisite 
number of occupants, as well as the educational brochure. 

7/2/07 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 934 
(Lowenthal) 
Housing 
Infrastructure Zones 

Enacts the Housing and Infrastructure Financing Act of 2007.  Establishes a pilot program allowing for 
the formation, under criteria developed by the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG); the 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG); the San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG); the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG); and to the Business, 
Transportation and Housing Agency, of 100 housing and infrastructure zones throughout the state for 
the purpose of financing the construction of housing and infrastructure within areas that have been 
planned to accept high-density housing so as to preserve environmentally sensitive open space, habitat 
and farmland.  Specifies that a city or county would be eligible to apply to its respective council of 
governments or the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency, as applicable, in order to establish a 
housing and infrastructure zone, subject to the approval of the California Economic Development and 
Infrastructure Bank.  Authorizes the bank to finance the purchase, construction, expansion, 
improvement, seismic retrofit, or rehabilitation of real or other tangible property for various purposes, 
including:  (a) interchanges, ramps, bridges, arterial streets, parking facilities, and transit facilities;  (b) 
sewage treatment and water reclamation plants and interceptor pipes;  (c) facilities for the collection 
and treatment of water for urban uses;  (d) child care facilities;  (e) libraries;  (f) parks, recreational 
facilities and open space;  (g) facilities for the transfer and disposal of solid waste, including transfer 
stations and vehicles; and  (h) housing.  Authorizes the bank to issue bonds and to receive allocations of 
revenues resulting from a type of tax increment financing for these purposes. 

5/1/07 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 947 
(Hollingsworth) 
CEQA Exemption: 
Overpass and Ramp 
Expansion Projects 

Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) projects that would expand an 
existing overpass, on-ramp or off-ramp that is built on an easement or right-of-way under the control of 
Caltrans, a local transportation agency, a city, or a county. 

4/30/07 Assembly Natural 
Resources  
Committee 
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SB 974 
(Lowenthal) 
Ports: Container 
Fees 

Imposes a fee of $30 per 20-foot equivalent unit (TEU) on each shipping container processed in the 
Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach and Oakland, payable by the owners of container cargo moving 
through those ports.  Requires the fee revenues to be allocated as follows:  (a) one half for projects that 
improve the flow and efficiency of container cargo to and from the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach 
and Oakland; and  (b) one half for projects that mitigate air pollution caused by the movement of 
container cargo to and from those ports. 

9/5/07 Assembly Floor  

SCA 1 
(McClintock) 
Eminent Domain 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution that would limit the 
ability of governmental entities to acquire private property through eminent domain.  Specifically, 
provides that private property may be taken or damaged through eminent domain only for a stated 
public use and only when just compensation has been paid to the property owner.  Prohibits private 
property from being taken or damaged through eminent domain for purposes of:  (a) economic 
development;  (b) increasing tax revenues; or  (c) for any other private use.  Prohibits private property 
from being taken or damaged through eminent domain for maintaining the present use following the 
acquisition.  Requires property taken or damaged through eminent domain to be owned and occupied 
by the condemner, or by another governmental agency by agreement with the condemner.  Allows 
property taken or damaged through eminent domain to be leased to entities that are regulated by the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  Requires all property taken through eminent domain 
to be used only for the public use stated at the time of the acquisition, except for public or private 
purposes that are incidental to that use.  Provides that if the property taken through eminent domain 
ceases to be used for the public use stated at the time of the acquisition or fails to be put to that use 
within 10 years following the date of the acquisition, the former owner of the property shall have the 
right to reacquire the property at fair market value.  

2/5/07 Senate Judiciary 
Committee 

 

SCA 5 
(McClintock) 
State and Local 
Government 
Taxation 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to establish, for 
purposes of both state and local taxation, a constitutional definition of what constitutes a “tax.”  Recasts 
the existing definition of a “special tax” as a tax whose revenues are required by law to be expended for 
a specific purpose or purposes.  Beginning January 1, 2007, prohibits the imposition of any new tax or 
any change in any tax enacted or authorized by a governmental entity that increases the amount of any 
tax levied upon any taxpayer unless all of the following conditions are met:  (a) the measure imposing 
the increase is approved by two-thirds of the membership of each house of the Legislature in the case of 
a state tax, and by two-thirds of the membership of the governing body of the local government in the 
case of a local tax; and  (b) the measure imposing the increase is submitted to the electorate of the 
governmental entity at an election, and is approved by a majority vote in the case of a general tax, and 
by a two-thirds vote in the case of a special tax. 

3/21/07 Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee 

 

SCA 6 
(McClintock) 
General Obligation 
Bonds 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding the issuance 
of general obligation bonds by the state.  Specifically, requires the proceeds from the sale of any 
general obligation bonds approved by the voters on or after January 1, 2009, to be expended only for 
the costs of construction or acquisition of tangible physical property that has an expected useful life at 
least equal to the length of time in which the bonds that are sold to finance that construction or 
acquisition will reach maturity. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Governmental 
Organization 
Committee 
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CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE 
2008 Regular Session Calendar 

 
 

DAY JANUARY 
1 Statutes signed into law in 2007 take effect. 
7 Legislature reconvenes. 
10 Budget must be submitted by the Governor to the Legislature on or before this 

date. 
18 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house in 2007. 
25 Last day for any committee to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house in 2007. 
25 Last day to submit bill requests to the Legislative Counsel’s Office. 
31 Last day for bills introduced in 2007 to be passed out of their house of origin. 

 
DAY FEBRUARY 
22 Last day for new bills to be introduced. 

 
DAY MARCH 
13 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment. 

24 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess. 

 
DAY APRIL 
18 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house in 2008. 
 

DAY MAY 
2 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non-fiscal bills 

introduced in their house in 2008. 
23 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house in 2008. 
30 Last day for bills introduced in 2008 to be passed out of their house of origin. 

 
 
 
 

DAY JULY 
3 Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided the budget bill has 

been enacted. 
 
DAY AUGUST 

4 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess. 

15 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills 
introduced in the other house. 

22 Last day to amend bills on the Assembly and Senate floors. 

31 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Final Recess begins at the end of this 
day’s session. 

 
DAY SEPTEMBER 
30 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature 

before September 1, and in his possession after September 1. 
 
DAY OCTOBER 
  
 
DAY NOVEMBER 
4 General Election. 

 
DAY DECEMBER 

1 The 2009-10 regular legislative session convenes. 

DAY JUNE 
15 Budget must be passed by midnight. 

26 Last day for a legislative measure to qualify for placement on the November 
4, 2008, general election ballot. 

27 Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills introduced in the 
other house. 
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