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CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM & PLANNING COMMITTEE
Thursday, February 15, 2007

MINUTES

  1.
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Meeting of the Congestion Management Program & Planning Committee (CMPP) was called to order at 10:43 a.m. by Chairperson Kniss in Room Room 157, County Government Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, California.

ROLL CALL


Members Present 




Members Absent 

Liz Kniss, Chairperson



Nora Campos, Vice Chairperson

Sam Liccardo

Laura Macias






Alternates Present 




Alternates Absent
None




Dominic Caserta






Judy Chirco






Pete McHugh


* Alternates do not serve unless participating as a Member.

A quorum was present.

  2.
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
There were no public presentations.

   3.
ORDERS OF THE DAY

There were no Orders of the Day.

CONSENT AGENDA

  4.
Minutes of January 18, 2006

M/S/C (Macias/Kniss) to approve the Minutes of January 8, 2007.

  5.
Monthly Legislative History Matrix

Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager, provided a brief summary of the legislative history matrix and highlighted various bills VTA will continue to monitor. 

Chairperson Kniss referred to AB 23 (Ma) Pedestrian Crosswalks and noted that the countdown pedestrian display improves safety for pedestrians and motorists.  She inquired about what VTA has done to promote those countdown displays on expressways.  Mr. Evans responded that the AB 23 only applies to roadway facilities under Caltrans’ jurisdiction.  Mr. Evans stated that based on the Committee’s feedback, he would look closely into the bill and determine if VTA should adopt a support position.  

Member Liccardo inquired if VTA is currently barred from utilizing the design build model for any of the construction projects funded by the State.  Mr. Evans noted that VTA currently uses design-build contracting for transit projects and not for state highway projects.  Mr. Evans added that the issue on design build on state highway projects involves the union that represents the California Engineers.  He speculated that what may happen is a demonstration program which involves limited design-build projects for the state highways. 

Michael T. Burns, General Manager, stated that VTA is considering design build on some projects such as the maintenance facility for BART and the potential extension of the Vasona Light Rail Line.  

Member Liccardo inquired about any efforts to establish moderate constraints on the use of eminent domain.  Mr. Evans responded that two bills were enacted last year that dealt with this issue.    Mr. Evans noted that he will provide the substance of the two bills to Member Liccardo.  

Member Macias referred to bills relating to the State Infrastructure Bonds and inquired if funds are held until the bills are passed.  Mr. Evans explained that the release of Transportation Bond 1B funds for state local partnership, trade corridors, public transit security, and air quality improvements is pending until the legislature determines the method of allocation (i.e. competitive grand funding, formula based, etc.).  He added that the other programs in the transportation bond do not require a bill for the release of funds.    

NOTE:
M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE                          INDICATED, THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Burns added that the State prioritized the release of Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) funds as the top priority.  The CMIA does not require a bill for the release of funds.    

Mr. Burns noted that the lobbying contract requires the lobbyist to provide an update on an annual basis.  The state lobbyist (Smith, Watts & Company) will be present on the March 1, 2007 Board Meeting to provide a status report.  

Chairperson Kniss referred to SB 9 (Lowenthal) Infrastructure Bonds: Trade Corridors and SB 19 (Lowenthal) Infrastructure Bonds:  Air Quality Improvements and inquired about the definition of trade corridors.  She inquired if trade corridors include airports and supported the reduction of emissions. 
On order of Chairperson Kniss, there being no objection, the Monthly Legislative History Matrix was reviewed.  

6.
Proactive CMP Reviewed and Approved Projects Quarterly Status Report October through December 2006


M/S/C (Macias/Liccardo) to review Proactive CMP Reviewed and Approved Projects Quarterly Status Report October through December 2006.

  7.
Resolution for a 2006 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Augmentation for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Extension Project

M/S/C (Macias/Liccardo) to approve submitting a recommendation to the Board of Directors to adopt a resolution certifying that the VTA is an eligible and responsible sponsor for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Extension Project in the State Transportation Improvement Program and authorize the General Manager to submit applications for Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) funding for this project.  
REGULAR AGENDA 

  8.
Election of a CMPP Vice Chairperson for calendar year 2007

M/S/C (Macias/Liccardo) to elect Nora Campos as CMPP Vice Chairperson for calendar year 2007.  

  9.
Review and Screening of Candidate Locations for Noise Mitigation

Carolyn Gonot, Chief Development Officer, provided a brief background noting that as a result of SB 45 in 1997, Caltrans delegated the responsibility for prioritizing state funding for retrofit freeway and state highway noise mitigation projects to regional agencies including VTA.  Ms. Gonot advised that this item was brought to the Advisory Committees the prior week.  She noted that the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was very supportive of the proposal while the Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) had concerns.  As a result of these discussions, staff is proposing to revisit the item, determine the appropriate amount, and bring back the item to the Committee after that time.  


Upon inquiry of Member Macias, John Ristow, Programming and Project Development Deputy Director, explained that the PAC was concerned that VTA is moving “too fast too soon.”  The PAC advised that staff determine carefully how much effort and money are necessary.  


Mr. Ristow noted the four handouts entitled:  1) VTA Freeway and Expressway Sound Barrier Screening; 2) VTA Sound Barrier Program – Process and Criteria adopted on November 6, 2003; 3) Noise Complaints/Sound Barrier Requests 1999 – Present; and              4) Sound Barrier Projects Roles and Responsibilities.


Mr. Ristow noted that the goal of the proposal are to fulfill the direction of Valley Transportation Plan (VTP) 2030 and establish a list of projects and to respond to noise complaints.  Mr. Ristow stated that PAC recommended that staff fulfill these objectives in two separate actions:  1) create a screening list; and 2) execute a contract to address the screening list.  


Chairperson Kniss asked if the PAC was concerned about utilizing consultants and spending money for the study versus spending money to address the noise complaints.  Mr. Ristow affirmed Chairperson Kniss’ comments and explained that consultants are necessary, as VTA staff does not have the expertise to appropriately address this issue.  


Member Macias stated her support for the project and noted that it will help if VTA clearly states the parameters (i.e. certain decibel requirements) when they send the request for candidate locations to cities and the County.  


Member Liccardo noted that it may be beneficial to determine how much STIP funding is available prior to conducting the study.  Mr. Ristow responded that staff will receive an estimated VTA share of the 2008 STIP this summer.  Staff will present this information when they come back to the Committee for the assessment of necessity and cost.  


On order of Chairperson Kniss,  there being no objection, the Committee discussed and deferred to a future CMPP Meeting the review and screening of candidate locations for noise mitigation.  
10.
Exclusive Negotiating Agreement for Joint Development of West San Carlos Site


Michael T. Burns, General Manager, provided a brief background, noting that the Board previously approved Republic Properties and Green Valley Corporation as the selected developer for the West San Carlos site.  The current process on the Board approved Joint Development Program and Policy states that after selection of a developer, the Board must to authorize VTA to enter into an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement (ENA) that will lead to a Disposition and Development Agreement (DDA) over the course of 180 days.  Mr. Burns further explained that the DDA will take any responsibility from the local jurisdiction for all the permitting and entitlement approvals process.  


Chairperson Kniss noted that VTA should always work with cities to ensure community involvement.  Chris Augenstein, Transportation Planning Manager, responded that the City of San Jose is involved in the process.


Steve Ledoux, Developer, affirmed that they have met with the City of San Jose Planning Department and the Redevelopment Agency (RDA) to discuss the proposal.  Mr. Ledoux stated that they will work closely with VTA and the City of San Jose to address issues that may arise.  


Chairperson Kniss stated that the discussions should involve the City Council. 


Mr. Ledoux responded that they understand the concern and noted that there is currently no representative to San Jose’s District 6, where the project is located.  


Mr. Burns and Mr. Ledoux noted that in the meantime, they had discussions with the staff of Santa Clara Board Supervisor Ken Yeager, the Supervisor who has jurisdiction over the site.      

M/S/C (Macias/Liccardo) to approve submitting a recommendation to the Board of Directors to authorize the General Manager to execute an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement (ENA) with Republic Properties and Green Valley Corporation as the Selected Developer for the West San Carlos site.

OTHER ITEMS

11.
Items of Concern and Referral to Administration

There were no Items of Concern and Referral to Administration.

12.
Committee Work Plan
Carolyn Gonot, Chief Development Officer, highlighted the items that will be discussed at future CMPP meetings including the CMP Financial Audit Report, CMP Work Program, North San Jose Deficiency Plan Approval and Habitat Conservation Plan.

On order of Chairperson Kniss, there being no objection, the Committee reviewed and accepted the Committee Work Plan.
13.
Committee Staff Report
There was no Committee Staff Report.

14.
Chairperson’s Report
There was no Chairperson’s Report.

15.
Determined Consent Agenda for the March 1, 2007 Board of Directors Meeting
CONSENT: Agenda Item #6., Review the Proactive CMP Reviewed and Approved Projects Quarterly Status Report October through December 2006; Agenda Item #7., Adopt a resolution certifying that the VTA is an eligible and responsible sponsor for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Extension Project in the State Transportation Improvement Program and authorize the General Manager to submit applications for Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) funding for this project; Agenda Item # 10., Authorize the General Manager to execute an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement (ENA) with Republic Properties and Green Valley Corporation as the Selected Developer for the West San Carlos site. 
REGULAR: None

16.
Announcements
Michael T. Burns, General Manager, announced that Carl Guardino, Silicon Valley Leadership Group, was appointed to the California Transportation Commission (CTC). 

Carolyn Gonot, Chief Development Officer, advised the Committee that CTC will release the draft list for the Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) projects for the Infrastructure Bonds.  A public hearing will take place on Tuesday, February 20, 2007 in Sacramento, CA.  

17.
ADJOURNMENT
On order of Chairperson Kniss, there being no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 11:37 a.m. 








Respectfully submitted,








Elaine F. Baltao, Board Assistant
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