


Cost:

(Begin Column 1 heading) 

Project Cost Element

(Begin Column 2 heading)

Secured
Funding

a

(Begin Column 3 heading)

Oct-09
Committed Costs

b

(Begin Column 4 heading)

Oct-09
Incurred

Costs
c

(Begin Column 5 heading)

Secured
Funding
Balance
d = (a-c)

Construction and Major Procurement 210                   99                     12                     198                   

Real Estate -                    -                    -                    -                    

Labor, Services and Support 1,771                1,222                1,091                679                   

Contingency 70                     -                    -                    70                     

Total 2,051                1,320                1,104                947                   

Secured Funding Incurred 54%
Secured Funding Committed 64%

NOTE:  All amounts are Year Of Expenditure dollars in $1,000's

Funding (millions):

Funding Source Identified Secured

Federal (CMAQ) $2.1 $2.1

Total $2.1 $2.1

Federal
100%

0

100%

Portion of 
stimated Cost 

for which 
funding has 
een identified

E

b

Metered Onramp Ramp Metering Schematic

P-0655 3-38
Ramp Metering Implementation Budget and Funding
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APPENDIX – COST ESTIMATE CLASSES 

A-1 

Figure 1 – Cost Estimate Classification Matrix 
(Adapted from AACE Skills & Knowledge of Cost Engineering, 4th ed., Chapter 1) 

 
 

Estimate 

Class 

Level of Project 

Definition 
Expressed as engineering percent 

completion at time of estimate 

Expected 

Accuracy Range 
Typical variation in low and 

high ranges 

Class 5 0% to 5% -50% to +100% 

Class 4 5% to 25% -30% to +50% 

Class 3 35% -20% to +30% 

Class 2 65% -15% to +20% 

Class 1 90% to 100% -10% to +15% 
 
 
Figure 1 shows a mapping of Estimate Class to Level of Project Definition.  Intuitively, 
estimates become more accurate and have less uncertainty as project definition increases.  
This table provides a rough framework to describe the accuracy of project estimated costs 
in this report.  A discussion of cost estimate classes, in order of increasing accuracy, is 
presented below: 
 

 Class 5 (Order-of-Magnitude Estimates) – Order-of-magnitude estimates are 
sometimes referred to as “conceptual” or “ballpark” estimates.  These estimates 
are made without detailed engineering data using only basic criteria such as area 
or distance.  An estimate of this type would normally be expected to be accurate 
within +100 percent to -50 percent.  Order-of-magnitude estimates are used to 
quickly screen several types of alternative designs. 

 Classes 4 and 3 (Preliminary Estimates) – Preliminary estimates are prepared 
once enough preliminary engineering has taken place to further define the project 
scope.  An estimate of this type is normally expected to be accurate within +50 
percent to -30 percent.  Since the preliminary estimate is more definitive than the 
order-of-magnitude estimate, it is better suited for determining project feasibility.   

 Classes 2 and 1 (Final Estimates) – Final estimates are prepared from very 
defined engineering data.  This data includes, as a minimum, fairly complete 
plans and specifications.  An estimate of this type is usually expected to be 
accurate within +15 percent to -15 percent.  The final estimate has a level of 
accuracy that is appropriate for setting project budgets.   
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Date: November 20, 2009
Current Meeting: January 7, 2010
Board Meeting: January 7, 2010

BOARD MEMORANDUM

TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Board of Directors

THROUGH: General Manager, Michael T. Burns

FROM: Chief External Affairs Officer, Greta Helm

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative History Matrix

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

BACKGROUND:

For your information, I am attaching our Monthly Legislative History Matrix, which describes 
the key transportation-related bills that are being considered by the California State Legislature 
during the 2009-10 session.  It indicates the status of these measures and any adopted VTA 
positions with regard to them.

DISCUSSION:

Lawmakers are scheduled to reconvene the second year of the 2009-2010 regular legislative 
session on January 4, 2010.  A busy month awaits them.  Shortly after their arrival in 
Sacramento, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger will deliver his State of the State Address and unveil 
his 18-month budget proposal, covering the remaining six months of the current fiscal year and 
all of FY 2011.  Also on the agenda is the consideration of measures that were left over from 
2009.  The deadline for these so-called “two-year bills” to move out of their house of origin is 
January 31.  Finally, January is the month when lawmakers must submit any ideas for new bills 
to the Office of the Legislative Counsel for drafting.

In the case of transportation, some of the more interesting pieces of legislation that are still 
pending from 2009 are as follows:

AB 266 (Carter):  This bill requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to develop 
a statewide assessment of:  (a) the unfunded costs of programmed state and federally earmarked 
transportation projects in California; and  (b) available funding for transportation purposes and 
unmet transportation needs on a statewide basis. The assessment also must include 
recommendations on how the state and local transportation agencies could address any 
transportation funding shortfalls and unmet needs that are identified.  Under the provisions of 
AB 266, the CTC would be required to do this assessment every five years.  Status:  Senate 
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Rules Committee.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 289 (Galgiani):  One of a plethora of bills dealing with high-speed rail, AB 289 requires the 
California High-Speed Rail Authority to use the proceeds from Proposition 1A bonds to match 
federal economic stimulus funds made available under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Status:  Senate Rules Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

AB 497 (Block):  This legislation allows Caltrans and local transportation authorities to permit a 
vehicle driven by a physician who is traveling in response to an emergency call to use high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of passengers in the vehicle.  Status:  
Senate Transportation and Housing Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

AB 610 (Caballero):  This measure calls for the Office of Planning and Research to assist local 
agencies interested in pursuing public-private partnerships for local infrastructure projects.  
Status:  Assembly Local Government Committee.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 670 (Berryhill):  This is another piece of legislation that seeks to provide special privileges to 
certain categories of drivers with regard to HOV lanes.  Specifically, AB 670 permits a vehicle 
driven by a veteran or active duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces to use HOV lanes 
regardless of the number of passengers in the vehicle.  Status:  Assembly Transportation 
Committee.  VTA Position:  None.

AB 744 (Torrico):  Sponsored by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), AB 744 
is the legislative vehicle for authorizing the development and implementation of a regional 
express lane network on state highways within the nine-county Bay Area.  Status:  Senate 
Appropriations Committee.  VTA Position:  Support.

AB 1375 (Galgiani):  This bill proposes to restructure the High-Speed Rail Authority.  
Specifically, AB 1375 calls for creating a new Department of High-Speed Rail within the 
Business, Transportation & Housing Agency (BTH) to manage and implement the state’s 
planned high-speed train system.  Under the provisions of AB 1375, this new department would 
be overseen by the High-Speed Rail Authority.  Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee.  
VTA Position:  None.

AB 1405 (DeLeon):  This measures requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to 
deposit a minimum of 30 percent of fee revenues generated under the Global Warming Solutions 
Act into a new Community Benefits Fund.  Under the provisions of AB 1405, these revenues 
must be spent in the most impacted and disadvantaged communities in California in order to 
accelerate greenhouse gas emission reductions or mitigate the direct health impacts of climate 
change in those communities.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA Position:  None.

ACA 9 (Huffman):  Broader in scope than ACA 15, this constitutional amendment would allow a 
local agency to impose, extend or increase any special tax if it is approved by the electorate by a 
55 percent majority vote.  Status:  Assembly Floor.  VTA Position:  None.

ACA 15 (Arambula):  ACA 15 calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California 
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Constitution to change the voting requirement for local special taxes for transportation purposes 
from a two-thirds vote to a 55 percent majority vote.  Status:  Assembly Floor.  VTA Position:  
Support.

SB 31 (Pavley):  This legislation requires any fee revenues collected under the Global Warming 
Solutions Act to be used for the following three purposes:  (1) renewable energy and energy 
efficiency programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, particularly those programs focusing 
on low-income consumers;  (2) investments in technologies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 
and  (3) green jobs development and training.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 409 (Ducheny):  SB 409 consolidates all state programs and responsibilities related to 
intercity passenger rail, high-speed rail, rail goods movement, and railroad-highway grade 
crossings/separations into a newly created Department of Railroads.  Status:  Senate Floor.  VTA
Position:  None.

SB 425 (Simitian):  This legislation has two key provisions.  First, SB 425 specifies that an 
employer subject to the requirement to implement a parking cash-out program may not deduct 
the cost of parking subsidies from its gross income unless it is in compliance with this 
requirement.  This provision is intended to improve compliance with California’s existing 
parking cash-out law.  Second, in order to provide a direct incentive for small businesses to 
implement measures designed to reduce solo driving to and from work, SB 425 provides a tax 
credit to small businesses for qualified alternative commute expenditures, such as subsidies for 
vanpools, carpools and public transit passes.  Status:  Senate Appropriations Committee.  VTA 
Position:  Support.

SB 455 (Lowenthal):  This bill requires Senate confirmation for the Governor’s appointments to 
the High-Speed Rail Authority. It also establishes criteria for selecting high-speed rail projects 
and provides the High-Speed Rail Authority with eminent domain authority similar to that 
currently assigned to Caltrans.  Status:  Assembly Floor.  VTA Position:  None.

SB 535 (Yee):  Unless pre-empted by federal law, SB 535 continues the authorization for 
electric, hydrogen fuel cell and compressed natural gas (CNG) cars to use HOV lanes regardless 
of the number of vehicle occupants for another four years.  In addition, SB 535 extends the same 
privilege to plug-in hybrid vehicles, beginning in 2011.  However, the bill retains the current 
sunset date for gasoline hybrids, meaning after January 1, 2011, these vehicles would no longer 
be able to use HOV lanes unless they are carrying the required number of passengers.  Status:  
Assembly Floor.  VTA Position:  None.

Prepared By: Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager
Memo No. 1880
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
2009 – 2010 State Legislative Session

November 23, 2009

State Assembly Bills

State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 118
(Logue)
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  Repeal

Repeals the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee

AB 153
(Ma)
California High-Speed 
Rail Authority

Specifies that the California High-Speed Rail Authority constitutes a “governing body” for the 
purpose of adopting a resolution of necessity pursuant to an eminent domain proceeding.  Allows 
the authority to employ its own legal staff or contract with other state agencies for legal services.

As 
Introduced

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee

AB 266
(Carter)
Transportation Needs 
Assessment

Every five years, requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to develop an 
assessment of:  (a) the unfunded costs of programmed state and federally earmarked transportation 
projects in California; and  (b) available funding for transportation purposes and unmet 
transportation needs on a statewide basis.  Requires the assessment to include recommendations on 
how the state and local transportation agencies may address the transportation funding shortfalls 
and unmet needs that are identified.  Requires the results from the initial assessment to be 
submitted to the Legislature by March 1, 2011.

4/20/09 Senate Rules 
Committee

Support

AB 289
(Galgiani)
High-Speed Rail 
Bonds

Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority, to the extent possible, to use bond proceeds 
from the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century to match federal 
economic stimulus funds made available under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009.

8/17/09 Senate Rules 
Committee

AB 497
(Block)
HOV Lanes:  
Physicians

Allows Caltrans and local transportation authorities to permit a vehicle driven by a physician who 
is traveling in response to an emergency call to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless 
of the number of passengers in the vehicle, provided the vehicle displays an insignia approved by 
the California Highway Patrol (CHP) indicating that the vehicle is owned by a licensed physician.  
Specifies that the provisions of the bill would only apply if Caltrans determines that its application 
would not subject the state to a loss of federal aid for highways.

5/14/09 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee

AB 522
(Blumenfield)
Federal Economic 
Stimulus Money:  
Proposition 1B Bond 
Projects

Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to ensure that bond funds previously 
committed to Proposition 1B transportation projects remain available to the sponsoring agency for 
another qualifying project if money from any federal economic stimulus legislation enacted in 2009 
is used to fund the project.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 569
(Emmerson)
Meal Periods:  
Construction and 
Transportation 
Industries

Specifies that provisions in the Industrial Welfare Commission’s wage order pertaining to meal 
periods do not apply to an employee in a construction occupation, a commercial driver in the 
transportation industry or an employee in the security services industry if all of the following 
conditions are satisfied:  (1) the employee is covered by a valid collective bargaining agreement;  
(2) the valid collective bargaining agreement expressly provides for the wages, hours of work, and 
working conditions of employees; and  (c) the valid collective bargaining agreement expressly 
provides for meal periods, final and binding arbitration of disputes concerning the application of its 
meal period provisions, premium wage rates for all overtime hours worked, and a regular hourly 
rate of pay of not less than 30 percent more than the state minimum wage rate.

9/11/09 Senate Rules 
Committee

AB 610
(Caballero)
Local Infrastructure:  
Public-Private 
Partnerships

Requires the Office of Planning and Research to advise and educate local agencies and other 
interested stakeholders about the role that public-private partnerships can play in planning, 
studying, designing, financing, constructing, operating, maintaining, or managing local 
infrastructure projects.  Requires the assistance provided by the Office of Planning and Research to 
include the following:  (a) developing and disseminating information that would help a local 
governmental agency determine whether a local infrastructure project would benefit from a public-
private partnership that provides an alternative financing and procurement approach; and  (b) 
serving as a clearinghouse of information regarding the use of public-private partnerships in 
infrastructure projects in California and elsewhere.

As 
Introduced

Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee

Support

AB 619
(Blumenfield)
Federally Funded 
Transportation 
Projects

Requires Caltrans to notify the Legislature within 30 days of making a determination that a project 
will be delayed beyond its scheduled completion date due to state cash flow or other funding issues, 
if the delay places at risk federal funds, including money earmarked for the project.

As 
Introduced

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee

AB 670
(Berryhill)
HOV Lanes:  Veterans

Allows Caltrans and local transportation authorities to permit a vehicle driven by a veteran or 
active duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes 
regardless of the number of passengers in the vehicle, provided the vehicle displays an insigne 
approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).  Specifies that the provisions of the bill 
would only apply if Caltrans determines that its application would not subject the state to a loss of 
federal aid for highways.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee

AB 726
(Nielsen)
Local Roadway
Rehabilitation Projects

States that local roadway rehabilitation projects are eligible for funding under the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

As 
Introduced

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee

AB 732
(Jeffries)
Design-Sequencing 
Contracts

Extends the authority for Caltrans to use the design-sequencing method of contracting for the 
design and construction of not more than nine transportation projects from January 1, 2010, to July 
1, 2010.

6/16/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 744
(Torrico)
Bay Area Express
Lane Network

Authorizes the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA) to develop, acquire, administer, operate, and 
maintain a regional express lane network on state highways within the geographic jurisdiction of 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) in a collaborative manner with the congestion 
management agencies (CMAs) in the Bay Area, Caltrans and the California Highway Patrol (CHP).  
Creates the Bay Area Express Lane Network Project Oversight Committee to recommend policies 
related to the network to BATA, including an express lane development plan.  Specifies that the 
plan would consist of the following two elements:  (1) a phasing plan for the development of the 
express lane network, which would include a definition of the geographic boundaries of each of the 
express lane corridors in the network; and  (2) an operational plan, which would include 
consistency standards for the network related to geometric design, signage, safe and simple 
operations, technology, pricing policies and goals, carpool occupancy requirements, hours of 
operation, maintenance, enforcement, marketing, tort liability, and performance standards.  
Requires the committee to establish corridor working groups for each express lane corridor.  
Requires each corridor working group to prepare a project initiation document to assess the 
feasibility and desirability of express lanes in the corridor, as well as to develop a corridor 
investment plan.  Requires the corridor investment plan to consist of the following:  (a) phased 
development of the segment of the regional express lane network within the corridor of the group;  
(b) carpool occupancy and fee policies;  (c) local funding for the development of part or all of the 
segment of the network within the corridor of the group;  (d) proposed reimbursement of local 
agencies for prior expenditures on elements of the network;  (e) proposals as to which agencies 
would perform the work described in the corridor investment plan;  (f) an examination of equity 
considerations;  (g) a proposal for improving public transit services in the corridor;  (h) an 
examination of safety and operations, including express lane ingress and egress; and  (i) projects 
and programs to be funded with any net revenues generated by the corridor, giving the highest 
priority to projects and programs that would provide cost-effective transit.  Authorizes BATA to 
issue revenue bonds to finance the development of the regional express lane network, and to pledge 
toll revenues from the Bay Area’s state-owned toll bridges as a “backstop” for those bonds.  Allows 
BATA to increase the tolls collected on those bridges if that action is necessary to meet the 
obligations of the revenue bonds.  Allows BATA to expend toll bridge revenues on the regional 
express lane network provided that:  (a) funding from other sources is not available; and  (b) BATA 
projects that funding the network will not necessitate an increase in bridge toll rates or preclude 
BATA from upholding its contractual and statutory obligations.  Requires all revenues generated by 
the network to be deposited in the Bay Area Express Lane Network Account, which BATA would 
create.  Requires BATA to return 95 percent of any revenues net of operating, maintenance, 
financing, and administration costs to the corridors where the net revenues are generated for the 
purpose of funding projects and programs identified in the relevant corridor investment plan.  
Requires the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), the Alameda County Congestion 
Management Agency and the Sunol Smart Carpool Lane Joint Powers Authority to enter into 
agreements with BATA by January 1, 2011, to provide for the transfer of their rights and 
obligations relative to express lane projects to BATA.  Requires BATA to provide vehicle owners 
with the option of obtaining a FasTrak account using cash or a check, and without having to 
provide a name or address.  Prohibits BATA from converting existing non-tolled general purpose 
lanes to express lanes.

7/15/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee

Support

27.a



2009-2010 Legislative History Page 4 of 18

State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 782
(Jeffries)
Sustainable 
Communities 
Strategies

Provides that upon the acceptance of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) that a sustainable 
communities strategy or alternative planning strategy, if implemented, will achieve the greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction targets established by CARB, that acceptance shall be final, and no person 
or entity may initiate a legal action to review the propriety of CARB’s acceptance.  Provides that 
any local government agency participating in a sustainable communities strategy or alternative 
planning strategy that subsequently determines that a project proposed for approval within its 
jurisdiction is consistent with the applicable strategy, that project shall be deemed to be compliant 
with the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and SB 375 of 2008, and no person or 
entity may initiate a legal action to review the propriety of the local government agency’s 
determination that the project is consistent with the strategy.  Requires a metropolitan planning 
organization (MPO) preparing a sustainable communities strategy or an alternative planning 
strategy to create a business advisory committee to provide input on the potential impacts of the 
proposed strategy on business activities and the economy.  Exempts all projects funded through 
Proposition 1B transportation infrastructure bond revenues and the federal American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, as well as projects listed in local transportation sales tax measures prior 
to December 31, 2010, from the consistent requirements with regard to sustainable communities 
strategies.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee

AB 810
(Caballero)
General Plans:  
Circulation and 
Transportation 
Element

Renames the circulation element of local general plans the “circulation and transportation element.” As 
Introduced

Senate Local 
Government 
Committee

AB 878
(Caballero)
Infrastructure 
Financing

Authorizes a local governmental agency to enter into an agreement with a private entity for 
financing for specified types of revenue-generating infrastructure projects.  

4/20/09 Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee

AB 922
(Miller)
Biodiesel Fuel Tax 
Exemption

Until June 30, 2014, exempts biomass-based diesel fuel produced in the state with California 
feedstock from the diesel fuel excise tax.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Revenue and 
Taxation 
Committee

AB 949
(Logue)
State-Local 
Partnership Program

Expands the definition of eligible local matching funds for purposes of the Proposition 1B State-
Local Partnership Program to include:  (a) developer fees;  (b) mineral or resource extraction fees 
or taxes; and  (c) local or regional fees or taxes solely dedicated to transportation improvements 
within a county or any part thereof by voter approval or by the county board of supervisors.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 1030
(Blumenfield)
Caltrans:  Renewable 
Energy Projects

In consultation with Caltrans, authorizes the Institute of the Environment at the University of 
California-Los Angeles (UCLA) to undertake a project for mapping the renewable energy 
development potential of state-owned real property under the direction and control of Caltrans.  
Requires Caltrans to respond within 90 days to any proposal to develop a renewable energy project 
as to whether:  (a) the property is available for sale, lease or encroachment permit; and  (b) the 
project would be compatible with the current and projected use of that property.

7/13/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee

AB 1091
(Ruskin)
Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy

Authorizes the Natural Resources Agency to develop a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy to 
assess California’s vulnerability to the impacts of climate change, including the impacts of 
projected sea-level rise, on the state’s physical and natural infrastructure.  Requires the strategy to 
be subject to a multidisciplinary review process prior to adoption to ensure that ecosystems, 
sensitive species, or other environmentally sensitive resources or habitats are not inadvertently put 
at risk or adversely impacted.

5/6/09 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee

AB 1104
(Monning)
Off-Highway Motor 
Vehicles

Expands the period of time during which a review of a parking violation may be requested. 4/14/09 Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee

AB 1135
(Skinner)
Odometer Readings

Requires California vehicle owners to report the current odometer reading of their vehicles at the 
time of vehicle registration.

4/13/09 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee

AB 1192
(Strickland)
SILO/LILO
Transactions

Prohibits a legislative body of a city from selling or leasing any existing public improvement to a 
private or public entity for the purposes of renting or leasing back, or repurchasing through 
installment payments that existing public improvement.

4/20/09 Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 1321
(Eng)
Advance Infrastructure 
Mitigation Program

Establishes the Advance Infrastructure Mitigation Program to be administered and implemented by 
the California Natural Resources Agency.  In this regard, authorizes the agency to:  (a) prepare, 
approve and implement regional advance mitigation plans for planned infrastructure projects;  (b) 
acquire, restore, manage, monitor, and preserve lands, waterways, aquatic resources, or fisheries in 
accordance with a regional advance mitigation plan;  (c) establish mitigation or conservation banks;  
(d) purchase credits at mitigation or conservation banks if it determines that they would provide 
biologically appropriate mitigation for planned infrastructure projects; and  (e) use, or allow 
infrastructure planning agencies to use, mitigation credits or values created or acquired under the 
Advance Infrastructure Mitigation Program to fulfill the mitigation requirements of planned 
infrastructure projects.  Specifies that the purposes of a regional advance mitigation plan are to:  (1) 
provide effective mitigation and conservation of natural resources and natural processes on a 
landscape, regional or statewide scale to expedite the environmental review of planned 
infrastructure projects; and  (2) facilitate the implementation of measures to mitigate the impacts of 
those projects in advance of project approval.  Allows an infrastructure planning agency to identify 
planned infrastructure projects for the purposes of including them in a regional advance mitigation 
plan or for other advance mitigation under the Advance Infrastructure Mitigation Program.  
Specifies that the Advance Infrastructure Mitigation Program is intended to improve the efficiency 
and efficacy of mitigation only and is not intended to supplant the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) or any other environmental law.

5/6/09 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 1375
(Galgiani)
California High-Speed 
Rail Authority

Creates the Department of High-Speed Trains within the Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency.  Requires the California High-Speed Rail Authority to establish policies directing the 
development and implementation of high-speed train service that is fully integrated with the state’s 
existing intercity rail and bus network, consisting of interlinked conventional and high-speed train 
lines and associated feeder buses.  Further specifies that the intercity network in turn shall be fully 
coordinated and connected with commuter train lines and urban transit systems developed by local 
agencies, through the use of common station facilities whenever possible.  Requires the Department 
of High-Speed Trains to implement these policies.  Requires the authority to do all of the 
following:  (1) select the routes of the high-speed train system;  (2) determine the priority of 
construction of the various segments of the high-speed train system;  (3) serve as the governing 
body of the Department of High-Speed Trains;  (4) adopt criteria for the awarding of franchises; 
and  (5) set fares or establish guidelines for the setting of fares.  By October 1 of each year, requires 
the authority to adopt and submit to the Governor and the Legislature a high-speed train program 
that would cover a period of six fiscal years.  Requires the program to include a listing of all capital 
improvement projects that are expected to require an appropriation in the annual Budget Act, 
including federal, state, local, and private funds, during the following six fiscal years.  Requires the 
director of the Department of High-Speed Trains to be appointed by the authority.  Requires the 
department to do all of the following:  (1) conduct engineering and other studies related to the 
selection and acquisition of rights-of-way, and the selection of a franchisee;  (2) evaluate 
alternative high-speed train technologies, systems and operators, and select an appropriate high-
speed train system;  (3) award franchises consistent with criteria adopted by the authority;  (4) 
select a proposed franchisee, a proposed route and proposed terminal sites;  (5) prepare a detailed 
financing plan, including any necessary taxes, fees or bonds to pay for the construction of the high-
speed train system;  (6) enter into contracts for the design, construction and operation of the high-
speed train system;  (7) acquire rights-of-way through purchase or eminent domain;  (8) enter into 
cooperative or joint development agreements with local governments or private entities;  (9) subject 
to the approval of the authority, issue debt secured by pledges of state funds, federal grants or 
project revenues;  (10) relocate highways and utilities;  (11) plan, construct and operate the high-
speed train system;  (12) acquire, sell and lease passenger rail rolling stock, power units and 
associated equipment; and  (13) acquire, lease, design, construct, and improve track lines and 
related facilities.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

AB 1405
(De Leon)
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Community Benefits 
Fund

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to deposit a minimum of 30 percent of the 
fee revenues generated under the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, other than 
revenues collected for administrative purposes, in the Community Benefits Fund.  Requires the 
revenues in the fund to be used solely in the most impacted and disadvantaged communities in the 
state to accelerate greenhouse gas emission reductions or mitigate direct health impacts of climate 
change in those communities.  Requires the revenues in the fund to be used to provide competitive 
grants for projects that do any of the following:  (a) reduce greenhouse gas emissions while 
achieving co-benefits, such as reductions in air pollution;  (b) increase water and energy efficiency 
and conservation through retrofitting, replacing or weatherizing activities;  (c) install clean 
distributed generation systems that utilize locally available renewable energy sources, such as solar, 
wind and geothermal energy;  (d) initiate or enhance public mass transit, including fare subsidies to 
commuters;  (e) incentive low-income, public mass transit-oriented housing development;  (f) 
minimize the direct health impacts of climate change and prepare for emergencies from extreme 
weather events by taking actions such as the operation of air-conditioned cooling centers that are 
open to the public; or  (g) provide community based greening, forestry or water-related projects, 
such as stormwater capture, tree planting, and water conservation and efficiency measures that have 
been recognized to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and produce co-benefits.  Requires CARB to 
adopt a methodology to identify the most impacted and disadvantaged communities by June 30, 
2010.

9/1/09 Senate Floor

AB 1431
(Hill)
Port of Oakland:  
Emission Reduction
Strategies

Requires the Port of Oakland and entities involved in goods movement at that port to establish 
emission reduction strategies that are no less stringent than those employed at the Ports of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach.

4/14/09 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee

AB 1500
(Lieu)
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission Vehicles

Unless pre-empted by federal law, extends the authorization for low-emission vehicles to use high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of vehicle occupants from January 1, 
2011, to January 1, 2014.

7/14/09 Senate Floor

AB 1502
(Eng)
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission and Hybrid 
Vehicles

Unless pre-empted by federal law, extends the authorization for certain low-emission vehicles to 
use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of vehicle occupants from 
January 1, 2011, to January 1, 2017.  However, retains the January 1, 2011, sunset date for hybrid 
vehicles.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee

ACA 3
(Blakeslee)
State General 
Obligation Bonds

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to require an 
initiative measure authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds in a total amount 
exceeding $1 billion to either provide additional tax or fee revenues, eliminate existing programs or 
both as necessary to fully fund the bonds in order to be placed on the ballot.

6/16/09 Assembly Floor

27.a
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

ACA 5
(Calderon)
State General 
Obligation Bonds

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to require an 
initiative measure authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds to be approved by a 55 
percent majority of the electorate.

7/14/09 Assembly Floor

ACA 9
(Huffman)
Local Governments:  
Special Taxes

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to impose, extend or increase any special tax if the tax is approved by its electorate by a 55 
percent majority.  Also allows a local agency to incur indebtedness in the form of general 
obligation bonds to fund any of the following:  (a) the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
or replacement of public infrastructure improvements, and facilities or buildings used primarily to 
provide sheriff, police or fire protection services to the public;  (b) affordable housing; and  (c) the 
acquisition or lease of real estate for public infrastructure improvements, public safety facilities or 
buildings, and affordable housing, if the bond issuance is approved by its electorate by a 55 percent 
majority.  Creates an exception to the 1 percent limit for property tax assessments if the revenues 
are being used to pay bonded indebtedness, approved by a 55 percent majority vote, to fund any of 
the following:  (a) the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of public
infrastructure improvements, and facilities or buildings used primarily to provide sheriff, police or 
fire protection services to the public;  (b) affordable housing; and  (c) the acquisition or lease of real 
estate for public infrastructure improvements, public safety facilities or buildings, and affordable 
housing.

6/26/09 Assembly Floor

ACA 13
(Hernandez)
Initiatives

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Specifically, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to transmit an initiative 
measure to the Legislature prior to certification of the voter signatures that were collected to qualify 
the measure for the ballot.  Allows the Legislature to amend an initiative measure that proposes to 
change the Constitution by concurrent resolution.  If the proponents of the initiative measure accept 
the amendments of the Legislature, the Legislature may return the measure to the Secretary of 
State’s Office for possible placement on the ballot.  Allows an initiative measure transmitted to the 
Legislature that only proposes a statute to be introduced in the Legislature as a bill.  Provides that if 
such a bill is enacted and the proponents of the initiative measure accept any amendments of the 
Legislature, then the Secretary of State’s Office shall not submit the initiative measure to the 
voters.  If the Legislature returns an initiative measure to the Secretary of State’s Office within 30 
legislative session days after it has been transmitted to the Legislature and the measure is certified 
to have been signed by the requisite number of voters, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to 
place the measure, including any accepted amendments, on the ballot.  If the Legislature does not 
return an initiative measure to the Secretary of State’s Office within 30 legislative session days 
after it has been transmitted to the Legislature, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to place the 
measure on the ballot if it is certified to have been signed by the requisite number of voters.

9/4/09 Assembly Floor

ACA 15
(Arambula)
Local Governments:  
Transportation Special 
Taxes

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a local 
agency to impose, extend or increase a special tax for the purpose of providing funding for local 
transportation projects if the tax is approved by its electorate by a 55 percent majority.

As 
Introduced

Assembly Floor Support
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State Assembly
Bills

Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

ACA 16
(Nestande)
State General 
Obligation Bonds

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow the 
Legislature to approve general obligation bond measures only for the purpose of funding long-term 
infrastructure.  Defines “long-term infrastructure” to mean any of the following:  (a) the acquisition 
of land, including easements, rights-of-way and other interests in land;  (b) the construction or 
acquisition of improvements to land, including structures and equipment integral to the operation of 
those structures; and  (c) the construction or acquisition of roadways and water conveyances.

As 
Introduced

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee

ACR 14
(Niello)
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Economic Analysis

Prior to any regulatory action being taken consistent with the scoping plan for the California Global 
Warming Solutions Act of 2006, requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to perform 
an economic analysis that would give the state a more complete and accurate picture of the costs 
and benefits of the act’s implementation. Calls upon the governor to use the authority granted by 
the act to adjust any applicable deadlines for regulations.

3/27/09 Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee

27.a
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State Senate Bills

State Senate Bills Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

SB 10
(Leno)
Local Vehicle 
Assessment

Authorizes counties and San Francisco to impose a voter-approved local vehicle assessment at a rate 
not to exceed 2 percent of the market value of each motor vehicle or trailer coach registered within their 
respective jurisdictions for general revenue purposes if:  (a) the board of supervisors approves an 
ordinance to that effect by a two-thirds vote; and  (b) the assessment is approved by a majority vote of 
the electorate.  Specifies that the bill is not to be construed to supplant any funds that the state 
apportions to counties and San Francisco, including those apportioned under the Vehicle License Fee 
Law.

7/8/09 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee

SB 31
(Pavley)
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Compliance 
Revenues

Requires any revenues collected pursuant to the implementation of the California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006 that are adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to be deposited 
in the Air Pollution Control Fund.  Allows these revenues to be used for:  (a) renewable energy and 
energy efficiency programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, particularly those programs focusing 
on low-income consumers;  (b) investments in technologies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
especially technologies that provide pollution reduction co-benefits; and  (c) green jobs development 
and training that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

5/5/09 Senate Floor

SB 128
(Padilla)
California Climate 
Change Institute

Creates the California Climate Change Institute to:  (a) identify and support climate change research 
and education to be undertaken at academic and research institutions and laboratories throughout the 
state;  (b) oversee, coordinate and manage a non-duplicative, targeted research and development 
program for the purposes of achieving the state’s targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
mitigating the effects of those emissions;  (c) develop effective model education pathways, training, 
model curriculum, and professional development necessary for emerging green technologies and 
industries; and  (d) ensure that its climate change research is conducted in a manner that is targeted and 
non-duplicative of other research programs.  Specifies that the provisions of the bill would be 
implemented only to the extent that sufficient funds are appropriated by the Legislature for its purposes.

4/2/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee

SB 295
(Dutton)
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  Peer-
Reviewed Study

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to complete a peer-reviewed study to re-evaluate 
the costs and benefits included in its scoping plan prepared pursuant to the California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006.  Requires this additional study to include all of the following:  (1) estimates of 
the actual costs in every year and for every sector of the economy of the recommendations identified in 
the scoping plan;  (2) estimates of overall costs and savings, as well as the cost-effectiveness of the 
reductions identified in the scoping plan;  (3) estimates of the timing of capital investments, annual 
expenditures to repay those investments, and the resulting cost savings;  (4) sensitivity of the results to 
changes in key inputs, including energy price forecasts, and estimates of measure costs and savings;  (5)
impacts on small businesses;  (6) the current state of California’s economy;  (7) the impact of increased 
federal funding for green technology as a result of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009;  (8) estimates of the greenhouse gas emission reductions, and annualized costs and savings that 
would result if the emission targets were raised and lowered for at least five measures in the scoping 
plan.  Requires CARB to provide this study to the Legislature by October 1, 2009.  Requires CARB to 
report to the Legislature by November 1, 2009, on whether the study will lead to changes to the scoping 
plan.

5/13/09 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee

27.a
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State Senate Bills Subject Last 
Amended

Status VTA 
Position

SB 409
(Ducheny)
Department of 
Railroads

Creates the Department of Railroads within the California Business, Transportation and Housing 
Agency.  Specifies that the department would be overseen by a director to be appointed by the governor 
and confirmed by the Senate.  Transfers to the department all state programs and responsibilities related 
to the following:  (1) intercity passenger rail;  (2) high-speed rail;  (3) rail goods movement; and  (4) 
rail-highway grade crossings and separations.  Creates the Division of Railroad-Highway Grade 
Separation and Grade Crossing Protection within the department.  Requires the department to conduct 
an analysis of the state’s freight rail transportation system every two years.  Requires the department to 
coordinate regional planning efforts throughout the state relative to rail transportation.  Specifies that 
the department shall be the only state agency eligible to apply for and receive grant and loan funds from 
the federal government or other sources for intercity rail, high-speed rail and freight rail purposes.  
Establishes the California High-Speed Rail Authority as a division of the department.  Requires the 
chief of this division to be nominated by the director of the Department of Railroads and approved by 
High-Speed Rail Authority.  Requires one of the appointments to the High-Speed Rail Authority to be 
the director of the Department of Railroads.  Requires the director of the Department of Railroads to 
serve as the chair of the High-Speed Rail Authority.

5/21/09 Senate Floor

SB 425
(Simitian)
Transportation 
Demand 
Management 
Strategies

Authorizes the Franchise Tax Board to deny a deduction for parking as a business expense if the 
employer is not in compliance with state parking cash-out requirements.  Requires any revenues 
generated by disallowed deductions to be allocated as a tax credit to small business to help them 
implement and maintain qualified commute trip reduction measures.

7/23/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee

Support

SB 455
(Lowenthal)
California High-
Speed Rail Authority

Requires the five gubernatorial appointments to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to be 
confirmed by the Senate.  Exempts the High-Speed Rail Authority from the following:  (a) various 
statutory provisions related to the acquisition and disposal of property requiring the approval of the 
Department of Finance;  (b) securing the approval of the Department of Finance or the State Public 
Works Board when expending funds appropriated for capital outlay purposes; and  (c) securing the 
approval of the Department of General Services when acquiring an easement or right-of-way. Prohibits 
the Department of General Services from:  (a) granting easements across the property of the High-
Speed Rail Authority; and  (b) maintaining an inventory of the property owned by the authority.  
Authorizes the High-Speed Rail Authority to negotiate, in the name of the state, access to rights-of-way 
that it owns.  Requires any capital investment made by the High-Speed Rail Authority for Phase 1 of 
the high-speed train project to be consistent with one or more of the following criteria:  (a) enhances 
railroad access to stations and terminals, with priority being given to those stations and terminals that 
serve the largest employment centers;  (b) improves travel times, service reliability, safety, and service 
frequency for existing commuter and intercity passenger train services; or  (c) improves connections 
from the San Joaquin Valley to Southern California, or from the San Joaquin Valley to the Bay Area.  
Requires changes in contracts entered into by the High-Speed Rail Authority to be approved by its 
governing board.  Requires the High-Speed Rail Authority to create an overall schedule with delivery 
milestones for all aspects of the high-speed train project.

4/16/09 Assembly Floor
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State Senate Bills Subject Last 
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Status VTA 
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SB 474
(Ducheny)
Innovative 
Contracting and 
Financing Pilot 
Programs

Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to provide an annual consolidated report to 
the Legislature on the progress of the following pilot programs authorized under current law:  (1) 
public-private partnerships;  (2) design-build; and  (3) design-sequencing.  Within 90 days after the 
award of a contract or after entering into any agreement for a pilot program involving public-private 
partnerships, design-build or design-sequencing under current law, requires the lead agency for the 
project to make a finding that the use of the alternative contracting or financing method will provide 
any of the following benefits to the public when compared to a traditional contracting or financing 
method:  (a) accelerates the project completion date;  (b) produces savings in personnel or financial 
resources;  (c) results in lower costs to the users of the facility developed under the method; or  (d) 
brings financial resources to the project that would not otherwise be available.  If the lead agency on a 
project is not the owner of the facility, requires the owner of the facility to concur with the finding.

8/24/09 Assembly Desk

SB 476
(Correa)
CEQA:  Non-
Compliance 
Allegations

Clarifies provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that prescribe when and how 
a person may bring an action or a proceeding against a project before a public entity.

4/30/09 Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee

SB 485
(Wright)
SHOPP Funding

Enacts the State Highway Operation and Protection Program Emergency Funding Act.  States the intent 
of the Legislature to provide adequate funding to meet the needs of the State Highway Operation and 
Protection Program (SHOPP) in FY 2010.

As 
Introduced

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee
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SB 518
(Lowenthal)
Parking

Beginning January 1, 2011, prohibits state funds from being used, directly or indirectly, to subsidize the 
construction or operations of parking.  Establishes a menu of parking policy reforms with a point score 
for each reform.  By January 1, 2012, authorizes cities and counties within a region covered by a 
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) to adopt and implement measures from the menu that 
achieve a total score of at least 20 points.  Includes reforms relating to the following as part of the 
menu:  (a) eliminating or reducing minimum parking requirements and/or establishing maximum 
parking requirements in local zoning ordinances;  (b) allowing greater development potential on 
existing parking lots;  (c) requiring that parking costs be unbundled from rent costs in residential or 
commercial leases;  (d) requiring that all new employment contracts charge the full cost of employer-
provided parking;  (e) requiring employers to offer public transit passes to employees on a pre-tax 
basis;  (f) setting parking meter rates at market rate;  (g) installing meters in areas with parking 
shortages;  (h) establishing parking benefit districts to direct new revenues from meters or meter rate 
increases to the community from which they come;  (i) allowing commuters to use surplus spaces in 
residential permit areas for a price; and  (j) dedicating parking revenues to programs that reduce parking 
demand, including public transit, transportation demand management, and bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure.  Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to consider making a city or 
county that adopts and implements measures that exceed a total score of 20 points eligible to receive 
carbon reduction credits through its cap-and-trade program for those measures that exceed the 20-point 
threshold if the granting of those credits does not result in increasing the overall cap on emissions.  
Requires a city or county that adopts at least 50 points of reforms to receive a 5 percent scoring bonus 
for any state competitive loan or grant program related to housing, transportation or economic 
development, or that is funded by a general obligation bond approved by the voters on or after January 
1, 2010.  Allows any funding apportioned to cities or counties from the Highway Users Tax Account to 
be expended for implementing transportation demand management measures.  Authorizes a local entity 
to dedicate any portion of the revenues collected from parking meter zones to parking benefit districts 
or programs that reduce parking demand, including public transit, transportation demand management, 
or bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure improvements and promotion.

5/28/09 Senate Floor

SB 526
(Ashburn)
Intercity Rail:  
Altamont Pass 
Extension

Requires Caltrans to enter into negotiations with the relevant operating freight and passenger commuter 
railroads for the purpose of developing a service plan and an operating agreement for the extension of at 
least one San Joaquin Corridor intercity passenger train using the Altamont Corridor to and from San 
Francisco.

4/2/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee

SB 528
(Negrete McLeod)
Public-Private 
Partnerships:  Lessee 
Compensation

Prohibits a lease agreement related to a public-private partnership for a transportation facility that is 
entered into on or after January 1, 2010, from providing for compensation to the private entity for the 
adverse effects on toll revenues resulting from the development, operation or lease of competing 
transportation projects.

As 
Introduced

Senate 
Transportation 
and Housing 
Committee
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SB 535
(Yee)
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission and Fuel-
Efficient Vehicles

Unless pre-empted by federal law, indefinitely extends the authorization for vehicles that meet 
California’s super ultra-low exhaust emission standard and the federal inherently low-emission 
evaporative emission standard to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of 
vehicle occupants.  In addition, allows certain highly fuel-efficient vehicles to travel in HOV lanes 
without the required number of passengers, beginning in 2011.  However, retains the January 1, 2011, 
sunset date for hybrid vehicles.

9/4/09 Assembly Floor

SB 560
(Ashburn)
Sustainable 
Communities 
Strategies

Provides that greenhouse gas emission credits for cities and counties that site and permit commercial 
wind, solar and biomass projects may be used as credit in the formation of a sustainable communities 
strategy or an alternative planning strategy.  Provides that transportation trips outside of federal lands 
that are directly related to activities of a federal or state military installation shall not be included in the 
emissions inventory otherwise required to be considered to achieve any reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions.

As 
Introduced

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee

SB 632
(Lowenthal)
Ports:  Infrastructure 
Needs

Beginning January 1, 2010, requires the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles and Oakland to assess their 
infrastructure and air quality improvement needs, including projects that improve the efficiency of the 
movement of cargo, and that reduce the congestion impacts and pollution associated with the movement 
of cargo.  Requires these assessments to include the total costs of the infrastructure and air quality 
improvements, possible funding options for these projects, and estimated timelines for their 
implementation.  Requires each port to provide this assessment to the Legislature by July 1, 2010.

4/30/09 Assembly Floor
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SB 721
(Steinberg)
Climate Action 
Team

Creates the Climate Action Team consisting of the following representation:  (a) secretary of the 
California Environmental Protection Agency;  (b) secretary of the Natural Resources Agency;  (c) 
chairperson of the California Air Resources Board (CARB);  (d) chairperson of the Energy Resources 
Conservation and Development Commission;  (e) president of the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC);  (f) secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency;  (g) secretary 
of the Department of Food and Agriculture;  (h) secretary of the Department of Consumer Affairs; and 
(i) secretary of the Labor and Workforce Development Agency.  Consistent with the California Global 
Warming Solutions Act of 2006, requires the Climate Action Team to coordinate the state’s overall 
climate change policy.  Requires the Climate Action Team to prepare and adopt a strategic research, 
development, demonstration, and deployment plan that identifies funds to be expended to:  (1) assist in 
bringing California clean technologies into the marketplace that provide quantifiable reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions;  (2) encourage behavior changes or changes in consumer preferences that 
assist California in meeting its climate change targets and requirements; and  (3) identify and forecast 
the impacts of climate change, and identify and research methods to mitigate and adapt to those 
impacts.  Requires the Climate Action Team to coordinate with the Natural Resources Agency to 
prepare and adopt a climate change impact mitigation and adaptation plan that includes all of the 
following:  (1) an assessment of the current state of climate change impact analysis, and an 
identification of potential climate change impacts that should be included in decision-making related to 
the management of natural resources or investment in infrastructure;  (2) a process for integrating 
climate change impact information into the planning and decision-making of state agencies as 
appropriate;  (3) the identification of additional research and research priorities that could assist and 
improve state decision-making in future years;  (4) an evaluation of each sector’s contribution toward 
meeting the greenhouse gas emission reduction targets established by the Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006; and  (5) a review of the best available scientific information regarding projected climate 
change impacts, risk analysis and best management practices developed to date.

4/23/09 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee

SCA 3
(Wyland)
Proposition 42 
Suspensions

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to eliminate the ability 
of the Governor and the Legislature to suspend the transfer of gasoline sales tax revenues pursuant to 
Proposition 42 from the General Fund to the Transportation Investment Fund (TIF).  Prohibits the 
loaning of TIF revenues under any circumstances.  Prohibits the enactment of a statute that would 
reduce the extent to which gasoline sales tax revenues are deposited into the General Fund for transfer 
to the TIF for transportation purposes.

As 
Introduced

Senate Revenue 
and Taxation 
Committee

SCA 5
(Hancock)
State Budget

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow for General 
Fund appropriations in the state budget bill to be enacted by the Legislature with a majority vote.

As 
Introduced

Senate Floor
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SCA 10
(Ducheny)
Constitutional 
Amendments

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding statewide 
initiative measures.  Specifically, requires the Secretary of State’s Office to transmit a copy of an 
initiative measure certified for the ballot to both the Senate and Assembly no later than 176 days prior 
to the election at which the measure is to be considered by the electorate.  Within 30 days, allows the 
Legislature to propose an amended form of the initiative measure by adopting a concurrent resolution.  
If the sponsors of the initiative measure accept the proposed amendments, requires the Legislature’s 
proposal to appear on the ballot in place of the certified initiative measure.  If the amended form 
proposed by the Legislature is not accepted, requires information regarding the proposed amended form 
to be included in the ballot materials related to the initiative measure.

8/17/09 Senate Floor

SCA 14
(Ducheny)
Ballot Initiative 
Costs

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution regarding the costs 
associated with statewide initiative measures.  Specifically, prohibits an initiative measure that would 
result in a net increase in state or local government costs other than costs attributable to the issuance, 
sale or repayment of bonds from being placed on the ballot unless the Legislative Analyst’s Office and 
the Department of Finance jointly determine that the initiative measure provides for additional revenues 
in an amount that would meet or exceed the net increase in costs.

8/17/09 Senate Floor
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CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE
2010 Regular Session Calendar

DAY
JANUARY

1 Statutes signed into law in 2009 take effect.
4 Legislature reconvenes.
10 Budget must be submitted by the Governor to the Legislature on or before this 

date.
15 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin in 2009.
22 Last day for any committee to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 

their house of origin in 2009.
22 Last day to submit bill requests to the Legislative Counsel’s Office.
31 Last day for bills introduced in 2009 to be passed out of their house of origin.

DAY
FEBRUARY

19 Last day for new bills to be introduced.

DAY
APRIL

2 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment.
13 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess.
23 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in their 

house of origin in 2010.

DAY
MAY

28 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills introduced in 
their house of origin in 2010.

DAY
JUNE

4 Last day for bills introduced in 2010 to be passed out of their house of origin.
15 Budget must be passed by midnight.

DAY
AUGUST

9 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess.

13 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills 
introduced in the other house.

20 Last day to amend bills on the Assembly and Senate floors.

31 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Final Recess begins at the end of this 
day’s session.

DAY
SEPTEMBER

30 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature 
before September 1, and in his possession after September 1.

DAY
NOVEMBER

2 General Election.

DAY
DECEMBER

6 The 2011-2012 regular legislative session convenes.

DAY JULY
2 Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills introduced in the 

other house.

9 Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided that the budget bill 
has been enacted.
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Administration & Finance Committee 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 

MINUTES 

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Administration and Finance Committee (A&F) was called to 
order at 12:03 p.m. by Chairperson Kniss in Room B-104, VTA River Oaks Campus, 
3331 North First Street, San Jose, California. 

1. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Title Status 

Don Gage Board Member Present 
Liz Kniss Board Member Present 
Chuck Reed Board Member Absent 
David Casas Board Member Absent 
Chris Moylan Alternate Board Member Present 

A quorum was present. 

2. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: 

There were no public presentations. 

3. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The memorandum for Agenda Item #11, BPAC Appointments, has been modified to 
reflect the term of the appointments and will be effective through June 30, 2010, the end 
of the fiscal year.  In spring 2010, BPAC appointments will come back before the A&F 
and the Board for the full two-year term. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

4. Regular Meeting Minutes of October 15, 2009 

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to approve the regular Meeting Minutes of October 15, 2009. 

5. Regular Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2009 

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to approve the regular Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2009. 

6. Monthly Investment Report - October 2009  

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to receive the Report on Santa Clara Valley Transportation 
Authority Investments for the month of October 2009. 

garza_m
Typewritten Text
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7. Annual Swap Report for Period Ending June 30, 2009  

 M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to review the Annual Swap Report for the period ending June 30, 
2009.  

8. Monthly Legislative History Matrix  

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to review the Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 

9. 2009 Quarterly Attendance Report  

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to review the 2009 Quarterly Attendance Report. 

10. Citizens Advisory Committee Appointment  

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to ratify the nomination of Bruce Liedstrand to the Citizens 
Advisory Committee, representing the North County Cities. 

11. BPAC Member Appointments  

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) amended to ratify the following new appointment and re-
appointments to the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee through June 30, 2010: 

New Appointment 

Ray Cosyn, City of Saratoga 

Re-appointment 

Thomas Muniz, City of Gilroy 
John Sullivan, City of Santa Clara 
Richard Swent, City of Palo Alto 

 REGULAR AGENDA 

12. 2010 Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee Meeting Schedule  

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to approve the 2010 Administration and Finance (A&F) 
Committee Meeting Schedule. 

13. Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Program – SVBX Utility Relocation Agreements with 
Utility Owners 

Vice Chairperson Gage left his seat at 12:07 p.m., 
the quorum was lost, and a Committee of the Whole was declared. 

Carolyn Gonot, Chief Silicon Valley Rapid Transit (SVRT) Program Officer, provided 
the staff report noting:  1) Substantial utility relocation has been performed in the 
corridor, primarily parallel to the railroad right-of-way; 2) Current focus is on station area 
utilities or cross the rail corridor; 3) The utility relocation right-of-way must be identified 
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prior to entering final design; 4) The utility company will perform the final design; and 5) 
Staff will bring required construction authorizations to the Board. 

Alternate Member Moylan questioned whether state funds have been secured.  Ms. Gonot 
confirmed the state allocation has been received. 

On order of Chairperson Kniss and there being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole deferred this item until a quorum was reestablished. 

14. Federal Advocacy Consultant Services Contract  

 Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager, reviewed the recommendation for the 
proposed three year federal advocacy consultant services contract with Van Scoyoc 
Associates.  He noted the importance of choosing the right firm to represent VTA’s 
current and future needs. 

Vice Chairperson Gage took his seat at 12:11 p.m. and a quorum was declared. 

Mr. Evans described the search process as follows:  1) VTA issued a Request For 
Proposal (RFP) for federal advocacy consultant services via newspapers, the VTA 
website, and through notices sent to more than 50 Washington, D.C. lobbying firms; 2) 
Proposals were received from nine firms; 3) A panel was convened to review and score 
the written proposals; 4) After an in-depth evaluation six firms were invited to give oral 
presentations and to answer a series of questions; and 5) The review panel ranked the five 
firms and concluded Van Scoyoc Associates was the best qualified to perform the work 
described in the RFP. 

Mr. Evans reported Van Scoyoc Associates: 1) has a balanced approach to federal 
advocacy; 2) has established effective relationships with key members of the House and 
Senate from both political parties, as well as with key staff members for the various 
authorizing and appropriation committees that address transportation issues; 3) has 
worked with VTA’s House delegation and California’s two senators in the past on behalf 
of other clients and has established relationships with them; and 4) has access to key 
officials within the White House, the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and other 
appropriate federal agencies. 

Mr. Evans noted Van Scoyoc Associates: 1) proposed a staffing plan for the RFP that was 
superior to those presented by other firms; 2) demonstrated to the review panel that it has 
a proven track record of successfully advocating for the project and program interest of 
its transportation-related clients at a federal level; 3) submitted a comprehensive work 
plan in response to the work scope in the RFP; 4) would be able to provide a thoughtful, 
thorough and timely counsel on federal transportation initiatives that directly impact 
VTA;  and 5) proposed the lowest price for performing the services outlined in the work 
scope for the RFP. 

Mr. Evans stated the contract with Van Scoyoc Associates represents an approximate cost 
savings of 31 percent over VTA’s current contract with Akin Gump. 

Chairperson Kniss referenced the change made in representation three-years ago.  Mr. 
Evans noted VTA’s needs have changed and a different skill set is now required. 
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Michael T. Burns, General Manager, noted this is a fairly significant shift from a tactical 
approach to a much more strategic approach. 

Alternate Member Moylan questioned how potential firms reflected achievable fund 
amounts.  Mr. Evans noted multiple-client examples were provided listing work 
performed and outcome achieved. 

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to authorize the General Manager to execute a contract with Van 
Scoyoc Associates for federal advocacy consultant services for a period of three years in 
the amount of $456,000.  The term of the contract would be from January 1, 2010, to 
December 31, 2012.  The fixed monthly retainer for this contract would be $12,500 for 
the first two years and $13,000 for the third year.  Further authorize the General Manager, 
at his discretion, to extend this contract after December 31, 2012, for two additional one-
year periods at a fixed retainer rate to be negotiated. 

13. Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Program – SVBX Utility Relocation Agreements with 
Utility Owners (continued) 

 
 Chairperson Kniss called the Committee’s attention back to this item as a quorum was 

not previously present. 
 

M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to: 
• Authorize the General Manager to execute master utility relocation agreements with 

utility owners in order to support the Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension Project 
(SVBX).  These utilities include PG&E, San Jose Water Company, Santa Clara 
Valley Water District, Milpitas Public Works, Verizon, Air Products, Comcast, 
AT&T, and others.  These agreements may include provisions for design and 
construction of utility relocation (e.g. determination of percentage cost share 
liability), but authorization for expenditure commitment is limited to design only. 

• Authorize the General Manager’s expenditure commitment authority for SVBX 
utility relocation advanced design in an amount not to exceed $8.4 million for both 
preliminary and advanced design effort. 

15. 2010 Legislative Program  
 
 Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager, reported staff will be continuing with the 

approach initiated this past year, a consolidated program rather than separate programs.  
He noted the recommended 2010 Legislative Program is divided into three sections:  1) 
federal; 2) state; and 3) regional and local. 

 Federal 

 Mr. Evans noted the surface transportation authorization is VTA’s main focus in 2010.  
VTA will urge Congress to act on a longer term surface transportation authorization 
measure to replace The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: 
A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) as quickly as possible to ensure that much-needed 
transportation capital investments are initiated and critical infrastructure improvement 
projects are advanced. 
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 Mr. Evans recommended that VTA continue to endorse the California Consensus on 
Federal Transportation Authorization, the principles of which are intended to provide a 
unified California position on the future of the nation’s surface transportation policies. 

 
 Mr. Evans noted the Federal section also covers:  1) FY 2011 transportation 

appropriations; 2) climate change; 3) high-speed rail; 4) economic stimulus; 5) Sale In 
Lease Out / Lease In Lease Out (SILO/LILO) transactions; and 6) public transit security. 

 
 Mr. Evans stated the importance of ensuring investors cannot use technicalities in 

existing SILO/LILO agreements to go after the transit agencies for financial benefits they 
had been previously been denied by Congress and the Internal Revenue Service. 

 
State 
Mr. Evans noted language has been added in support of the California Transit 
Association’s efforts to reclaim public transportation account revenues for transit in light 
of the favorable court decision the association received in light of its lawsuit against the 
State.  He also noted other key state policy issues are:  1) the structure of state 
transportation programs; 2) transportation and the environment; 3) transit-oriented 
development; 4) project delivery; and 5) high-speed rail. 

 
Regional and Local 

 Scott Haywood, Policy and Community Relations Manager, reported VTA is working 
with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) on programs within its 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) to address issues such as:  1) climate change; 2) 
express lanes; 3) bicycles; and 4) land use.  Mr. Haywood noted a top priority for VTA 
will be to ensure that these programs are administered in a way that benefits Santa Clara 
County, as well as the region as a whole. 

 
 VTA is working with MTC on the implementation of Senate Bill (SB) 375 requiring the 

region to development a sustainable community strategy as part of the RTP. 
 
 The Governor signed SB83, which will allow VTA to place a vehicle registration 

surcharge on the ballot, subject to majority vote, which could bring in as much as $14M 
annually to be spent on various VTA transportation projects.  VTA will research the 
potential opportunities this bill presents and explore putting it on the ballot. 

 
 VTA will continue to work on regional services to ensure they are providing cost-

effective benefits to the residents of Santa Clara County. 
 

In light of VTA’s current financial situation, VTA will be working with its partners to 
look at alternative delivery models and ways in which these services are operating. 

 
 Alternate Member Moylan referenced Page 20 of the report and requested that language 

be included in the legislative program to expand VTA’s advocacy beyond the Capital 
Corridor to improve the operational efficiencies of Amtrak long-haul services, such as the 
Coast Starlight. 

 
 Chairperson Kniss acknowledged staff’s efforts. 
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M/S/C (Gage/Moylan) to recommend that the Board of Directors approve the 2010 
Legislative Program for the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) with the 
addition to include language in the legislative program that would reflect that VTA would 
work to improve the operational efficiencies of Amtrak long-haul services, such as the 
Coast Starlight. 

16. Advisory Committee Enhancement (ACE) Process Recommendations  

Greta Helm, Chief External Affairs Officer and Staff Liaison, introduced four of the ACE 
Task Force members seated in the audience:  David Simons, Herman Wadler, Emma 
Eljas, and Katie Heatley. 
 
Ms. Helm noted an update on the ACE process was presented to the A&F at its October 
meeting at which time it was determined staff would once again meet with the Task 
Force.  The recommendations before the A&F are a result of the two additional ACE 
Task Force meetings. 
 
Ms. Helm provided an overview of the ACE recommendations noting:  1) the Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC), the Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) and the Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) will continue to meet on a monthly basis; 2) if an agenda 
does not warrant a full meeting, every effort will be made by the advisory committees to 
cancel the meeting or to hold a workshop for discussion without action; 3) the Committee 
for Transit Accessibility (CTA) will reduce their meeting schedule from twelve (12) to 
four (4) regular meetings, not necessarily held on a quarterly basis; 4) the Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) will reduce its meeting schedule from twelve 
(12) to a maximum of six (6) regular meetings per year; 5) BPAC will have the option to 
hold four (4) workshops/study sessions per year for discussion without action.  The 
workshops will be noticed in compliance with the Brown Act; and 5) the CAC will allow 
CTA and BPAC to recommend members of their committee fill two existing vacant CAC 
seats that represent bicyclists and the disabled community.  The CTA and BPAC 
nominees will need to meet the established CAC membership requirements and are 
subject to approval by the Board of Directors. 
 
Ms. Helm expressed her appreciation to the Advisory Committees for making these 
adjustments. 
 
Emma Eljas, ACE Committee Task Force Member, introduced herself.  Ms. Eljas noted, 
in addition to be an ACE member, she is also a member of VTA’s Committee for Transit 
Accessibility (CTA), and the City of San Jose’s Disability Advisory Commission. 
 
Alternate Member Moylan noted his belief that this recommendation is a good start in 
using fewer resources and streamlining the advisory committee process, as recommended 
by the Hay Group Report.  He expressed his opinion that the recommendation should be 
approved, but noted there is still more work to be done in order for the advisory 
committees to reach their maximum potential. 
 
Chairperson Kniss stated this is a good start and recommended moving the item forward, 
but noted it is not a totally finished product.  She suggested a Committee of the Board 
might better address this item. 
 

Administration & Finance Committee Minutes Page 6 of 8 December 17, 2009 



Michael T. Burns, General Manager, noted with these recommended changes, not only 
will there be a resource-savings benefit, future committee meetings will have greater 
importance and be more relevant to the needs of the Board. 
 
Member Gage noted when combining committees of varied interests there is a division of 
relevancy among the membership.  Over the next year the focus needs to be on 
streamlining the committee process, achieving cost savings, and ensuring the committee 
meetings are more relevant to the needs of the Board.  Member Gage suggested staff 
should determine relevancy by targeting specific items for specific committees. 

 
Member Gage recommended the Board review work plans to determine relevancy. 
 
Chairperson Kniss confirmed with staff that this is a one-year plan. 

 
M/S/C (Moylan/Gage) to approve the indicated modifications to the advisory committee 
process. 

 OTHER ITEMS 

17. Items of Concern and Referral to Administration 

There were no Items of Concern and Referral to Administration. 

18. Review Committee Work Plan 

On order of Chairperson Kniss and there being no objection, the Committee reviewed 
the Committee Work Plan. 

19. Committee Staff Report 

 There was no Staff Report. 

20. Chairperson’s Report 

There was no Chairperson’s Report. 

21. Determine Consent Agenda for the January 7, 2010, Board of Directors Meeting 

CONSENT:  Agenda Item #8. Review the Monthly Legislative History Matrix; 
 
Agenda Item #10. Ratify the nomination of Bruce Liedstrand to the Citizens Advisory 
Committee; 

Agenda Item #11. Ratify the following new appointment and re-appointments to the 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee to a two-year term starting January 2010: 

New Appointment 

• Ray Cosyn, City of Saratoga 

Administration & Finance Committee Minutes Page 7 of 8 December 17, 2009 



Administration & Finance Committee Minutes Page 8 of 8 December 17, 2009 

Re-appointment 

• Thomas Muniz, City of Gilroy 
• John Sullivan, City of Santa Clara 
• Richard Swent, City of Palo Alto 
 
Agenda Item #13. 

• Authorize the General Manager to execute master utility relocation agreements with 
utility owners in order to support the Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension Project 
(SVBX).  These utilities include PG&E, San Jose Water Company, Santa Clara 
Valley Water District, Milpitas Public Works, Verizon, Air Products, Comcast, 
AT&T, and others.  These agreements may include provisions for design and 
construction of utility relocation (e.g. determination of percentage cost share 
liability), but authorization for expenditure commitment is limited to design only. 

• Authorize the General Manager’s expenditure commitment authority for SVBX 
utility relocation advanced design in an amount not to exceed $8.4 million for both 
preliminary and advanced design effort.   

Agenda Item #14. Authorize the General Manager to execute a contract with Van 
Scoyoc Associates for federal advocacy consultant services for a period of three years in 
the amount of $456,000.  The term of the contract would be from January 1, 2010, to 
December 31, 2012.  The fixed monthly retainer for this contract would be $12,500 for 
the first two years and $13,000 for the third year.  Further authorize the General Manager, 
at his discretion, to extend this contract after December 31, 2012, for two additional one-
year periods at a fixed retainer rate to be negotiated. 

Agenda Item #15. Recommend that the Board of Directors approve the 2010 Legislative 
Program for the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA); and 

Agenda Item #16. Approve the indicated modifications to the advisory committee 
process. 

22. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

23. ADJOURNMENT 

On order of Chairperson Kniss and there being no objection, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:49 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
     Susan E. Garcia, Board Assistant 

VTA Office of the Board Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 
 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
Congestion Management Program and Planning Committee Meeting scheduled for Thursday, 
December 17, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. has been cancelled. 
 
The next meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Congestion 
Management Program and Planning Committee is scheduled for Thursday, January 21, 2010, 
at 10:00 a.m. at Conference Room B-104, Building B, 3331 North First Street, San Jose, 
California. 
 
 
 
 
 
       Elaine F. Baltao, Board Assistant 
       VTA Board of Directors 
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Transit Planning and Operations Committee 
 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 
 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 
 
 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
Transit Planning and Operations Committee meeting scheduled for Thursday,  
December 17, 2009, at 4:30 p.m. has been cancelled. 
 
 
The next regular meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority  
Transit Planning and Operations Committee is scheduled for Thursday, January 21, 2010 
at 4:30 p.m., in Room B-104, Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), 3331 North First 
Street, San Jose, California. 
 
 
 
 
 
      Menominee L. McCarter, Board Assistant 
      Office of the Board Secretary 
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AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 
 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Audit 
Committee Meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 10, 2009, at 12:00 p.m. or 
immediately following the Board of Directors Workshop/Regular Meeting has been 
cancelled. 
 
The next meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Audit Committee is 
scheduled for Thursday, March 4, 2010, at 4:00 p.m. at County Government Center, 
Conference Room 157, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, California. 
 
 
 
 
   
      Michelle M. Garza, Board Assistant 
      VTA Office of the Board Secretary 
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COMMITTEE FOR TRANSIT ACCESSIBILITY 
 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 
 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 
 
 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
Committee for Transit Accessibility meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 9, 2009, 
at 1:00 p.m. has been cancelled. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority  
Committee for Transit Accessibility is scheduled for Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at  
1:00 p.m., Auditorium, Building A, Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), 3331 North 
First Street, San Jose, California. 
 
 
 
 
      Menominee L. McCarter, Board Assistant 
      VTA Office of the Board Secretary 
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 CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) 
and 

2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE (CWC) 

     Wednesday, December 9, 2009 
 
 MINUTES  

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) was called to order at 4:35 
p.m., by Chairperson Tebo, in Conference Room B-104, VTA River Oaks Campus, 3331 North 
First Street, San Jose, California. 

1. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Title Status 

Member Blaylock CAC Member Present 
Member Elias CAC Member Present 
Member Hashimoto CAC Member Present 
Member Hughan CAC Member Present 
Member Larsen CAC Member Present 
Member Morando CAC Member Absent 
Member Powers CAC Member Present 
Member Probst CAC Member Present 
Member Rogers CAC Member Present 
Member Schulter CAC Member Present 
Member Skinner CAC Member Present 
Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz CAC Vice Chairperson Present 
Chairperson Tebo CAC Chairperson Present 

A quorum was present. 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 There were no orders of the day. 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 There were no public presentations. 

4. Report from the General Manager 

Michael T. Burns, General Manager, met with the CAC/CWC to discuss VTA’s 
additional $70M budget shortfall.  He noted the shortfall remains even after 
implementation of the:  1) fare increase; 2) service reductions; 3) deferrals; 4) salary 
reductions through furlough days; and 5) other staff-accumulated savings.   
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Mr. Burns noted VTA has used three basic tenets to address this current problem:   
1) transit service preservation; 2) continued commitment toward infrastructure 
investment; and 3) job preservation. 

Mr. Burns, addressing his remarks specifically to the CWC, discussed a request going 
before the Board at its meeting on December 10, 2009, wherein the Board will be asked 
to reduce appropriation in the Measure A Transit Improvement Program budget for the 
procurement of 40 articulated hybrid diesel electric buses by $25.0 million from $43.25 
million to $18.25 million and increase appropriation to direct such funds to support VTA 
operations. 

Mr. Burns also noted a request for the Board to appoint an Ad-hoc Committee to develop 
recommendations for consideration at a future board meeting that will address VTA’s 
structural deficit beyond FY 2011 to insure the continued sustainability of transit services 
in Santa Clara County. 

5. Chairperson’s Report 

Chairperson Tebo presented a plaque of commendation from the Citizens Advisory 
Committee to former, long-time CAC member Ellen Fletcher.  He praised Ms. Fletcher 
for her commitment, advocacy and her near-perfect attendance record. 

Michael T. Burns, General Manager, presented Ms. Fletcher with a plaque of 
commendation from the VTA Board of Directors.  Mr. Burns expressed VTA’s gratitude 
to Ms. Fletcher for her many years of dedicated service. 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/ GENERAL MANAGER 

COMBINED CAC AND CWC CONSENT AGENDAS 

6. Minutes of November 10, 2009 

M/S/C (Powers/Hashimoto) to approve the Minutes of the November 10, 2009, Citizens 
Advisory Committee. 

7. Monthly Legislative History Matrix  

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the Committee reviewed 
the Monthly Legislative History Matrix. 

8. Fiscal Year to Date 2010 First Quarter Transit Operations Performance Report  

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the Committee received 
the Fiscal Year to Date 2010 First Quarter Transit Operations Performance Report. 

9. VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report - October 2009 

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the Committee received 
the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report – October 2009. 

NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, 
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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2000 MEASURE A CITIZENS WATCHDOG COMMITTEE (CWC) 
REGULAR AGENDA (There were no Regular Items for the 2000 Measure A Citizens 
Watchdog Committee.) 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) REGULAR AGENDA 

10. Elections for CAC Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for 2010  

 Nominating Subcommittee Member Hashimoto confirmed the nominees for CAC’s 2010 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson as: 

Chairperson:  Member Powers and Member Larsen 

 Vice Chairperson:  Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz, Member Larsen, and Member Skinner 

 Nominating Subcommittee Member Hashimoto noted both Member Larsen and Member 
Skinner had removed their names from consideration. 

 There were no nominations from the floor. 

 M/S/C (Rogers/Hashimoto) to close the nominations and elect Charlotte Powers as 
Citizens Advisory Committee Chairperson for calendar year 2010. 

M/S/C (Rogers/Powers) to close the nominations and elect Robert Jacobvitz as Citizens 
Advisory Committee Vice Chairperson for calendar year 2010. 

11. Proactive Congestion Management Program (CMP) Quarterly Report for July-
September 2009  

 
 Robert Swierk, Senior Transportation Planner, presented the staff report. 
  

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the Committee received a 
presentation on the Proactive CMP Quarterly Report for July through September 2009. 
 

Member Hashimoto left the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
12. Light Rail System Analysis - Cost Benefit Overview  

 Andrew Ittigson, Senior Transportation Planner, presented the staff report. 

Chairperson Tebo and Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz expressed concern that the light 
rail/bus system studies did not fully evaluate connections with destinations that they 
believe will generate significant ridership.  Vice Chairperson Jacobvitz requested an item 
be added to the CAC/CWC Work Plan to discuss this further. 

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the Committee received a 
presentation on the Light Rail System Analysis – Cost Benefit Overview. 
 

Member Skinner left the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
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13. Advisory Committee Enhancement Process Recommendations  

Greta Helm, Chief External Affairs Officer and Staff Liaison, discussed the newly 
revised Advisory Committee Enhancement Process Recommendations. 

VTA’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) members Herman Wadler and 
David Simons addressed the CAC with regard to BPAC’s meeting schedule. 

Messrs. Simons and Wadler confirmed that BPAC will reduce its meeting schedule from 
twelve (12) to a maximum of six (6) regular Board Office supported meetings per year.  
BPAC will have the option to hold four (4) workshops/study sessions per year, which do 
not require full Board Office support, as there will be no action taken at the meeting.  A 
minimum of two meetings per year will be cancelled.  If any of the six regular meetings 
do not require action, there is the option to either cancel or convert the meeting to a 
workshop/study session.  Workshops and meeting cancellations will be publicly noticed 
in compliance with the Brown Act. 

M/S/C (Powers/Larsen) to recommend that the Board of Directors approve 
modifications to the advisory committee process. 

14. 2010 Legislative Program  

 Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager, provided the staff report. 

 M/S/C (Powers/Rogers) to recommend that the Board of Directors approve the 2010 
Legislative Program for the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA). 

COMBINED CAC AND CWC ITEMS 

15. CAC and CWC Work Plans 

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the Committee reviewed 
the Citizens Advisory Committee and Citizens Watchdog Committee Work Plans. 

 

OTHER 

16. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

17. ADJOURNMENT 

On order of Chairperson Tebo and there being no objection, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan E. Garcia, Board Assistant 
Office of the Board Secretary 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELATION 
 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee meeting scheduled for Wednesday,                     
December 9, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. has been canceled. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority                       
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, January 13, 
2009 at 6:00 p.m., Auditorium, Building A, 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Elaine F. Baltao, Board Assistant 
       VTA Board of Directors 
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Technical Advisory Committee

Thursday, December 10, 2009

MINUTES

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300

CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was called to order at 
1:37 p.m. by Chairperson Witthaus in Conference Room B-104, Valley Transportation 
Authority (VTA), 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California.  

1. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Representing Status
Greg Armendariz City of Milpitas Absent
Rajeev Batra City of Santa Clara Present
Shahla Yazdy, Alternate City of Palo Alto Present
Todd Capurso Town of Los Gatos Present
John Cherbone City of Saratoga Absent
Richard Chiu Town of Los Altos Hills Absent
Dan Collen, Alternate County of Santa Clara Present
Kevin Connolly, Alt. Ex-Officio VTA Present
Don Dey City of Gilroy Present
Sylvia Fung,  Alt. Ex-Officio Dept. of Transportation (Caltrans) Absent
Glenn Goepfert City of Cupertino Absent
Joan Jenkins City of Mountain View Present
Robert Kass City of Campbell Present
Larry Lind City of Los Altos Absent
Kathleen Molloy Previsich City of Morgan Hill Absent
Mo Sharma City of Monte Sereno Absent
Ben Tripousis City of San Jose Present
Jack Witthaus, Chairperson City of Sunnyvale Present

A quorum was not present and a Committee of the Whole was declared.

2. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

There were no Public Presentations. 

3. ORDERS OF THE DAY

Chairperson Witthaus noted the addendum to the Agenda, Agenda Item #12.X, Receive 
information on the Light Rail System Analysis. 
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On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Orders of the Day 
were received.

4. Committee Staff Report

John Ristow, Chief CMA Officer and Staff Liaison, announced that he has been meeting 
with different cities to discuss topics of interest. 

Jim Unites, Deputy Director for Operations, provided a report about the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for the Transit Shelter Advertising Program. His report highlighted the 
following: 1) proposed implementation agreement; 2) scope of the work; 3) transit shelter 
quality and design; and 4) program timeline. 

Vice Chairperson Batra requested to receive information on the revenue share received 
by each city. 

Member Kass suggested that replacement of transit shelters be done on an optional basis 
so each city could maintain or increase its level of revenue share.  

Member Tripousis took his seat at 1:46 p.m.

Alternate Ex-Officio Member Connolly took his seat at 1:49 p.m.

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee Staff 
Report was received.

5. Chairperson’s Report

There was no report from the Chairperson. 

6. Reports from TAC Working Groups

• Capital Improvement Program (CIP)

There was no report from the Capital Improvement Program. 

• Systems Operations and Management (SOM) Working Group

There was no report from the Systems Operations and Management Working 
Group. 

 7. High Speed Rail/Caltrain Project

Steven Fisher, Senior Transportation Planner, provided a report highlighting the 
following: 1) status of the Altamont Corridor Rail Project Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS); 2) status of the decertified EIR on the 
southern part of the area; and 3) Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) direction on 
the San Jose to Merced section.     
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On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, a verbal report on the 
High Speed Rail/Caltrain Project was received.

The Agenda was taken out of order. 

BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/GENERAL MANAGER

REGULAR AGENDA

10. TAC Nomination Committee Report

Chairperson Witthaus provided the following report from the TAC Nomination 
Committee: 

1) Nomination of Vice Chairperson Batra as TAC Chairperson for calendar year 2010; 
and

2) Nomination of Member Capurso as TAC Vice Chairperson for calendar year 2010.

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the TAC Nomination 
Committee report was received. 

12.X LR System Analysis –Cost Benefit Overview

Kevin Connolly, Transportation Planning Manager and Alternate Ex-Officio Member, 
provided a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the following: 1) Project context; 
2) Outreach and involvement; 3) Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) 
population & jobs growth drives LRT growth; 4) Light Rail 2009 and 2035 ridership; 
5) Market analysis - transit competitiveness; 6) How do we improve the LRT system?; 
7) Existing LRT network; 8) LRT core – existing; 9) LRT network segments; 
10) Downtown rebuild; 11) Southern segment – express service; 12) Vasona line –
downtown loop; 13) Vasona line – 4th Street; 14) Vasona line – 11th Street; 15) North 
segment – short T; 16) North segment – long T; 17) Light Rail extensions; 18) Capital 
cost estimates; and 19) Summary and next steps. 

Member Capurso took his seat at 2:12 p.m. and a quorum was declared.

Members of the Committee expressed concern regarding parking and suggested including 
a parking study in the investment plan. 

Member Tripousis stated a disbursed model of parking that would encourage the use of 
transit is being studied.

Mr. Connolly noted access and parking would be included in staff’s next steps.  

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
received the LR System Analysis – Cost Benefit Overview. 
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CONSENT AGENDA

  8. Minutes of November 12, 2009

M/S/C (Tripousis/Dey) to approve the Minutes of November 12, 2009.  

 9. Fiscal Year to Date 2010 First Quarter Transit Operations Performance Report

M/S/C (Tripousis/Dey) to receive the Fiscal Year to Date 2010 First Quarter Transit 
Operations Performance Report.

REGULAR AGENDA

11. Conduct TAC Elections for 2010

Chairperson Witthaus confirmed the nominees for TAC’s 2010 Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson as:

Chairperson - Vice Chairperson Batra

Vice Chairperson - Member Capurso

There were no nominations from the floor.

M/S/C (Tripousis/Dey) to close the nominations and elect Rajeev Batra as Technical 
Advisory Committee Chairperson, and elect Todd Capurso as Technical Advisory 
Committee Vice Chairperson for calendar year 2010.

12. Senate Bill 83 – Implementation Actions

John Ristow, Chief CMA Officer and Staff Liaison, provided a report highlighting: 
1) Subcommittee of the TAC would help develop the investment plan; 2) recommended 
three-step process to evaluate the new funding opportunity; and 3) identified Bay Area 
Counties moving toward the same direction.

Members of the Committee suggested the subcommittee of the TAC should be involved 
in identifying projects and providing input to the polling process.   

Alternate Member Collen suggested retaining flexibility on the expenditure plan. 

Mr. Ristow noted information regarding the scope of work for SB 83 would be presented 
to the Committee at a future meeting. 

NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, 
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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M/S/C (Dey/Tripousis) to recommend the VTA Board of Directors approve the 
following tasks relating to SB 83: 1) Authorize up to $30,000 to contract with a polling 
firm to determine the feasibility of placing a $10 vehicle registration fee on the ballot for 
residents of Santa Clara County; 2) Direct staff to develop an expenditure plan to detail 
the programs and projects that would be developed through the potential vehicle 
registration fee; and further, 3) Return to the Board in mid 2010 with the draft 
expenditure plan and the polling results to determine whether or not to place the vehicle 
registration fee on the November 2010 ballot.

14. VTA Highway Program Semi-Annual Report - October 2009

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
received the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report – October 2009. 

15. Litter Control Program Update

Tom Fitzwater, Environmental Planning Manager, provided an updated on the litter 
control program. He noted that a region wide effort to address the litter problem is 
underway due to the cooperation of the following: 1) Santa Clara Valley Zero Litter 
Initiative Group; 2) Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program; 
3) Caltrans; 4) local cities; and 5) VTA.  

Member Kass suggested increasing the requirement for Caltrans to include a regional 
responsibility for litter when they renew their State permit. 

Members of the Committee suggested that a collaborative effort between transportation 
agencies, local agencies, and litter initiative groups should be established to address the 
State Board regarding regional litter issues. 

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
received the Litter Control Program Update. 

13. Transportation System Monitoring Program Progress Report – December 2009

Eugene Maeda, Senior Transportation Planner, and Joe Guerre, Cambridge Systematics, 
Inc., provided an overview of the staff report. 

Members of the Committee suggested establishing a range for the program based on the 
categorized figures from local agencies and the State.

Alternate Member Collen left his seat at 3:25 p.m. and the quorum was lost. 

Alternate Member Yazdy left her seat at 3:27 p.m. 

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
received the Transportation System Monitoring Program Progress report – December 
2009. 
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16. Regional Land Use-Related Initiatives

Ying Smith, Transportation Planning Manager, provided an overview of the staff report. 

Chairperson Witthaus suggested staff to inform local agencies that funding for 
infrastructure programs have a direct relation to the success of the initiatives.  

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
received Regional Land Use-Related Initiatives report. 

OTHER

17. Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Activities and Initiatives

John Ristow, Chief CMA Officer and Staff Liaison, reported that Federal program 
approval has been rescheduled to December by MTC. 

Vice Chairperson Batra requested for a report about the application submitted by VTA to 
receive funding from the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA). 

  
On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
received an update on MTC Activities and Initiatives.  

18. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Subcommittee Report

There was no report from the TAC Subcommittee. 

19. Committee Work Plan

Chairperson Witthaus requested to agendize the Transit Shelter Advertising Program at 
the January 14, 2010 TAC meeting. 

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the Committee 
reviewed the Committee Work Plan.

20. Announcements

There were no Announcements. 

21. ADJOURNMENT

On order of Chairperson Witthaus and there being no objection, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:43 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Diaresco, Board Assistant
Office of the Board Secretary



  

  
Policy Advisory Committee 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

  MINUTES  

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

 
 CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) Policy 
Advisory Committee (PAC) was called to order at 4:04 p.m. by Chairperson Abe-
Koga in Conference Room B-104 Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), 3331 
North First Street, San Jose, California. 

1. ROLL CALL 
Attendee Name Title Status 
Chris Moylan City of Sunnyvale Present 
David Whittum (Alternate) City of Sunnyvale NA 
Chuck Page City of Saratoga Absent 
Kathleen King (Alt) City of Saratoga Absent 
Dave Cortese SCC Board of Supervisors Absent 
Michael F. Kotowski City of Campbell Present 
Jason Baker (Alt) City of Campbell NA 
Kris Wang City of Cupertino Absent 
Gilbert Wong (Alt) City of Cupertino Absent 
Perry Woodward City of Gilroy Absent 
Cat Tucker (Alt) City of Gilroy Absent 
Megan Satterlee City of Los Altos Present 
Val Carpenter (Alt) City of Los Altos NA 
Joe Pirzynski Town of Los Gatos Present 
Diane McNutt (Alt) Town of Los Gatos NA 
Pete McHugh City of Milpitas Absent 
Vacant (Alt) City of Milpitas NA 
Marshall Anstandig City of Monte Sereno Present 
Curtis Wright (Alt) City of Monte Sereno NA 
Marby Lee City of Morgan Hill Absent 
Steve Tate (Alt) City of Morgan Hill Absent 
Margaret Abe-Koga City of Mountain View Present 
Laura Macias (Alt) City of Mountain View NA 
Pat Burt City of Palo Alto Absent 
Larry Klein (Alt) City of Palo Alto Absent 
Kansen Chu City of San Jose Absent 
Jamie Matthews City of Santa Clara Present 
Jamie McLeod (Alt) City of Santa Clara NA 
Rich Larsen Town of Los Altos Hills Present 

A quorum was present. 
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2. ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 There were no Orders of the Day. 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 There were no Public Presentations.     

4. General Manager’s Report 
 

Michael T. Burns, General Manager, reported that at the December 10, 2009 
Board of Director’s meeting he provided an update on the FY2010 and FY2011 
operating budgets.  He noted actual sales tax revenues for the last two quarters of 
FY009 resulted in $22 million below budget projections.  He further stated due to 
continued sales tax declines, forecasts indicate VTA will face an additional 
combined $70 million budget shortfall in FY210 and FY2011. 
 
Mr. Burns commented that through the economic downturn, VTA has remained 
committed to the missions and principles that are guiding the budget planning 
reflect that commitment.  He reported as evaluation strategies are sought to solve 
the deficit, VTA has looked for options consistent with the goals of maintaining 
jobs, preserving service, and investing in capital projects.  
 
Mr. Burns reported a number of strategies have been identified to address the 
shortfall in the short term.  He stated approximately $40 million in savings could 
be achieved in the next two years through continued cost containment measures 
including hardening the hiring freeze, rescheduling the purchase of the Bus Rapid  
Transit (BRT) to 2012, and reducing contracted services.  
 
Mr. Burns announced the Board approved formation of an ad-hoc committee of 
the Board to determine long-term strategies beyond FY2011. The appointments to 
the ad-hoc committee will be selected January 2010. 
 
Mr. Burns stated the Supreme Court ruled that the State Transit Assistance funds 
were wrongfully diverted by the Governor and Legislature.  He commented it is 
uncertain when VTA would receive some level of funding over the next two 
years.  He further stated the amount of the funding share to VTA has not been 
determined.   
 
The Committee members expressed concern with the budget shortfall predictions. 

5. Committee Staff Report 
 

 Jim Lawson, Senior Policy Advisor, introduced the new Board Secretary,  
Sandra Weymouth. 

 Mr. Lawson provided an overview of the Board of Director’s December 10, 2009 
meeting. 

 Mr. Lawson announced VTA would again participate in the Annual Toys for Tots 
Drive, and partner with the United States Marine Corps and 94.5 KBAY radio.  
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The toy drive will be held at Christmas in the Park in Downtown San Jose on 
Sunday, December 12, 2009 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 Tom Fitzwater, Environmental Manager, provided an overview of VTA’s Litter 
Control Program. 

 Members of the Committee recommended VTA pressure Caltrans to continue 
their efforts to clean up the litter on the highway. 

 The Committee expressed concern with the litter problem in Santa Clara County 
and recommended adding this item to the Agenda for a future meeting. 

6. Chairperson’s Report   
  

Chairperson Abe-Koga welcomed Howard Miller from the City of Saratoga. 

7. City Grouping Report 
   

 There was no City Grouping Report. 
 

  
BUSINESS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS/ GENERAL MANAGER 

 

 CONSENT AGENDA 

8. Minutes of November 12, 2009 

 M/S/C (Kotowski/Pirzynski) to approve the Minutes of November 12, 2009.   
 
9. Programmed Project Monitoring – Quarterly Report 

 On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 
Committee reviewed the Programmed Project Monitoring – Quarterly Report. 

 
10. Fiscal Year to Date 2010 First Quarter Transit Operations Performance 

Report 
 

 On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 
Committee reviewed the Fiscal Year to Date 2010 First Quarter Transit 
Operations Performance Report. 

11. VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report – October 2009 

On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 
Committee reviewed the VTP Highway Program Semi-Annual Report –  
October 2009. 

 
NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE                       

INDICATED,THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REGULAR 

 
12. Election Process for 2010 Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

Chairperson Abe-Koga stated that she will serve on the nominating committee 
with Members Anstandig, and Satterlee 
 
(Kotowski/Matthews) to appoint a nominating subcommittee to identify 
Committee members interested in serving as the Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson for 2010. 

 13. Senate Bill 83 – Implementation Actions 
 

Scott Haywood, Policy and Communications Manager, provided an overview of 
the staff report. 

   
 Member Pirzynski expressed his support of the implementation actions. 
 
 Some members of the Committee inquired about the potential accuracy of the 

polling data.  They expressed concern whether polls conducted during a down 
economy would provide accurate data.  Other members stated that conducting the 
poll would help determine the likelihood of success on the ballot.  Members 
commented that the 2010 ballot may be lengthy.   They stated VTA must consider 
many issues when deciding the most opportune time to bring this item before the 
voters. 

 
 Members requested staff report back to PAC when the polling would be 

conducted and with the analysis data once it is completed. 
 

M/S/C (Matthews/Pirzynski) to recommend that the VTA Board of Directors 
approve the following tasks relating to SB 83: 

 
1. Authorize up to $30,000 to contract with a polling firm to determine the 

feasibility of placing a $10 vehicle registration fee on the ballot for 
residents of Santa Clara County. 

2. Direct staff to develop an expenditure plan to detail the programs and 
projects that would be developed through the potential vehicle registration 
fee. 

3. Return to the Board in mid 2010 with the draft expenditure plan and the 
polling results to determine whether or not to place the vehicle registration 
fee on the November 2010 ballot.  

 
 14. Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Project Update 
 

Leyla Hedayat, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit (SVRT) Planning Manager, provided 
an overview of the staff report. 

 
Member Pirzynski expressed his appreciation to staff for their diligence and hard 
work to move the SVRT project forward.  He expressed his support of the 
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project’s acceptance and re-entry into the Federal Transportation Administration 
(FTA) New Starts Program. 

 
On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 
Committee reviewed the Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Project Update. 

 15. Regional Land Use-Related Initiatives 

  Ying Smith provided an overview of the staff report. 

On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 
Committee reviewed the Regional Land Use-Related Initiatives. 

16. Transportation System Monitoring Program Progress Report – December 
2009 

Eugene Maeda, Senior Transportation Planner, and Joseph Guerre, P.E., PMP, 
Principal with Cambridge Systematics, Inc., provided an overview of the staff 
report. 

Member Moylan expressed concern the Program did not contain more measuring 
rather than monitoring data. 

On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 
Committee reviewed the Transportation System Monitoring Program Progress 
Report – December 2009. 

 
OTHER 

17. Committee Work Plan 

 The Committee reviewed the Work Plan. 
 

Member Moylan recommended the Committee continue the Local Transportation 
Needs and Priorities Presentations provided by each city in the coming year. 

 
 On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the 

Committee reviewed the Work Plan. 
 
18. Announcements 

 Chairperson Abe-Koga thanked the Committee for their support and hard work 
during the past year. 

 Member Moylan stated he has enjoyed his four years on the PAC. 

 On behalf of VTA staff, Scott Haywood thanked all PAC members who may be 
leaving the Committee and wished them well in their future endeavors. 
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19. ADJOURNMENT 
 

On order of Chairperson Abe-Koga and there being no objection, the meeting 
was adjourned at 5:59 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

Jacqueline Golzio, Board Assistant  
Office of the Board Secretary 

 
 
 
 



  

  

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 

MINUTES  

3331 North First Street · San Jose, CA  95134-1927 · Administration 408.321.5555 · Customer Service 408.321.2300 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

The Regular Meeting of the Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board (PAB) was 
called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Chairperson Campos in the East Wing, Lower Level 
Conference Room, Santa Clara County Government Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San 
Jose, California. 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Dave Cortese Member Present 
Rose Herrera Member Present 
George Shirakawa Member Present 
Sam Liccardo Vice Chairperson Present 
Nora Campos Chairperson Present 

 A quorum was not present and a Committee of the Whole was declared.  
 

The Agenda was taken out of order. 
 

5. Status of the Santa Clara-Alum Rock BRT Project 
 
 Kevin Connolly, Transportation Planning Manager and Staff Liaison, provided a report 

highlighting: 1) Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project schedule; 2) Request for Proposals from 
on-call BRT planning list for preliminary engineering; 3) State Route 130 
relinquishment; and 4) final conceptual plans for Alum Rock Avenue.  

 
 Mr. Connolly noted the Board’s action to defer vehicle procurement has no effect to the 

project schedule.   
 

Member Herrera took her seat at 1:07 p.m. and a quorum was declared. 
 
 Ray Salvano, Department of Transportation, City of San Jose, provided an update about 

the relinquishment of State Route 130 and 82. He noted that City of San Jose staff is 
currently working with legislative representatives in Sacramento to set up a bill and 
proceed with the State Route relinquishment. He stated that a detailed report would be 
presented to the San Jose City Council on February 2010.    

 
Member Cortese took his seat at 1:12 p.m. 

 
Vice Chairperson Liccardo took his seat at 1:14 p.m. 
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 Member Herrera inquired about the plan for the Ocala Avenue Station.  
 

Mr. Connolly responded the ultimate configuration for the Ocala Avenue Station is to 
have both Light Rail and BRT stations. The interim configuration is to have a BRT 
station that could be utilized temporarily or permanently, depending on the status of the 
Light Rail project.     

 
 Vice Chairperson Liccardo expressed concern about the changes made to the BRT project 

schedule.  
 

Mr. Connoly responded that no major change was made to the BRT project schedule. 
BRT would start operation fall of 2013, as scheduled. He noted the Board’s action to 
defer procurement of vehicles have no impact to the project schedule.  

 
 Chairperson Campos requested City of San Jose staff provide an update to the Committee 

on the status of the State Route relinquishments.  
 

Mr. Salvano stated that a detailed report would be provided at the March 4, 2010 DTEV 
meeting.   

 
 On order of Chairperson Campos and there being no objection, the Committee 

received a report on the status of the Santa Clara-Alum Rock BRT Project.  

2. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

There were no Public Presentations. 
 
3. Minutes of September 3, 2009 
 
 M/S/C (Liccardo/Herrera) to approve Minutes of September 3, 2009. 

4. Santa Clara-Alum Rock Bus Rapid Transit Project Agreement  
 
Kevin Connolly, Transportation Planning Manager and Staff Liaison, provided an 
overview of the agreement. His report highlighted the following: 1) purpose of the 
agreement; 2) process of the agreement; and 3) outstanding issue.  
 
Mr. Connolly stated staff would come back to the Committee at the March 4, 2010 
meeting and provide a recommendation to address the issue of the station with two 
possible locations. He added the agreement represents the hard work between the staff of 
the City of San Jose and VTA.   
 
Member Herrera inquired on the impacts of the financial crisis to the BRT project.  
 
John Ristow, Chief CMA Officer, responded that funding for the preliminary engineering 
and design phase of the BRT project is included under the current two year budget. He 
noted additional approvals will be required for the next phases of the project.  

NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, 
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Member Herrera inquired about VTA’s cost saving policy. She recommended that cost 
savings for the project be used for related projects or projects within the same area.  
 
Mr. Ristow responded VTA does not have a cost saving policy. He stated cost savings for 
the project will not be identified until it reaches the construction phase where bids are 
received from contractors. He added it is the Board’s discretion to allocate which project 
would receive unused Measure A funds.      
 
Mr. Connolly explained two thirds of the BRT project would be funded by State grants, 
and one third through Measure A. Staff anticipates that all of the State grants would be 
consumed for the project.    
 
M/S/C (Herrera/Liccardo) to recommend approval of the Santa Clara-Alum Rock Bus 
Rapid Transit Draft Project Agreement between the City of San Jose and VTA 
establishing a project description and vision statement for the project; and to recommend 
reinvesting any cost savings to projects within the same area, as amended.  
 

6. Status of the Eastridge Transit Center Access & Improvement Plan  
 
 Jody Littlehales, Transportation Planner, provided a report highlighting: 1) findings from 

the feedback forms; 2) presented the study to different community groups and solicited 
input; and 3) conducted a Community Open House where the community’s feedback and 
the analysis of the urban design consultant were presented.  

 
 Ms. Littlehales noted staff is incorporating the feedbacks received into the draft report 

that would be presented to the Committee at its March 4, 2010 meeting.    
 

Member Herrera expressed appreciation for the outreach work conducted by staff. She 
inquired about the following: 1) process of prioritizing list of improvements identified by 
the public; and 2) meet with Eastridge management. 
 
Ms. Littlehales noted staff would look for more input from the community when the draft 
report is circulated. Based from the input received, staff would prioritize the list of 
improvements.  
 
Kenneth Ronsse, Deputy Director of Construction, stated the conceptual evaluation for 
the Eastridge Transit Center will be conducted early next year. Staff would refer to the 
list of improvements and incorporate them on a phased approach. 
 
Ms. Littlehales stated staff met with John Peterson, Eastridge General Manager, and his 
staff to present recommended improvements for the transit center. She noted that 
Eastridge management was open to the improvements. More meetings would be 
conducted with Eastridge management early next year.     

 
On order of Chairperson Campos and there being no objection, the Committee 
received a report on the status of the Eastridge Transit Center Access & Improvement 
Plan.  
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7. Capitol Expressway Improvements Status Report 
 

Kenneth Ronsse, Deputy Director of Construction, provided a report highlighting:  
1) status of the Federal Environmental Document; 2) prepared the conceptual layout of 
the pedestrian improvements; 3) process of the Expressway relinquishment; and  
4) phased approach for the transit center design.  
 
Member Cortese requested staff to provide referral documents needed to move the project 
forward.  
 
Mr. Ronsse responded the following needs to happen: 1) City of San Jose and County 
agreeing to City standards on pedestrian improvements; 2) agreement from the County 
and City of San Jose regarding maintenance of the improvements; 3) County to issue 
encroachment and utility relocation permits; and 4) agreement for eminent domain 
requirements. He noted a report would be created highlighting staff’s needs.    

 
Member Cortese inquired on the status of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  
 
Mr. Ronsse responded the target date of the EIS, with Federal Transportation 
Administration (FTA) support, is early to mid 2011. He noted the milestones that lead up 
to the study and draft documents would be available by mid 2010.  

 
Member Cortese requested to continuously receive updates on the following: 1) Federal 
Environment Document, and 2) availability of Federal Stimulus funds. 
 
Member Herrera expressed her appreciation for all the work done by Member Cortese on 
moving transportation projects forward and his advocacy on Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC).    

.  
Mr. Ronsse provided a presentation describing the improvements to the Capitol 
Expressway. He noted the improvements to Capitol Expressway are all compatible with 
the construction of Light Rail.  
 
Member Cortese recommended staff work with the group that maintains the landscape of 
Cunningham Park to resolve irrigation issues.  

 
John Ristow, Chief CMA Officer, announced the Capitol Expressway Corridor was listed 
as a Grand Boulevard section by the Envision 2040 Task Force where Vice Chairperson 
Liccardo is a member.  
 
Vice Chairperson Liccardo noted the concept of the Grand Boulevard would bring a lot 
of attention to the city and its major corridors.  
 
Member Cortese commented the concept of the Grand Boulevard is consistent with the 
findings of the County Expressway Study.  
 
Chairperson Campos stressed the importance of improving the Capitol Expressway. She 
expressed her appreciation for all the work done by the staff of the City of San Jose and 
VTA, and the members of the DTEV PAB. 
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On order of Chairperson Campos and there being no objection, the Committee 
received the Capitol Expressway Improvements Status Report.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

On order of Chairperson Campos and there being no objection, the Committee 
adjourned the meeting at 1:57 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Michael Diaresco, Board Assistant 

Office of the Board Secretary 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   




