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________________________________________________________________________

Work is proceeding on the Downtown/East Valley Major Investment Study (MIS) according to the project schedule.  Recent emphasis has been on conducting four public meetings and on the development of preliminary recommendations regarding the Preferred Investment Strategy. 

Public Involvement Program

VTA staff concluded the Phase II public outreach effort, targeting business associations, residential and community groups, stakeholders and other interested parties.  In total, 22 meetings were held.  In addition, an exhibit display and information table was hosted by VTA at Eastridge Mall on April 15, 2000.  Through these methods, over 475 people were informed about the MIS. 

Four public meetings are being held to present the findings of the evaluation and receive community input on the alternatives under consideration, as follows:
· Monday, May 8, 2000, Roosevelt Community Center

· Thursday, May 11, 2000, Eastside Neighborhood Center

· Wednesday, May 17, 2000, Chaboya Middle School

· Thursday, May 18, 2000, George Shirakawa, Sr. Community Center  

Notices for the public meetings were published and circulated in a manner similar to past practice.  Seventeen people attended the meeting on May 8; twenty people attended the meeting on May 11.  At the PAB meeting, VTA staff will provide an update regarding the attendance at the May 17 and 18 public meetings along with a general summary of all comments received.

A request from Mayfair Initiative staff has resulted in the scheduling of an additional public meeting, which will be held in early June and will be conducted in Spanish only.  Notice of this Spanish-language meeting will be mailed to Mayfair neighborhood residents and paid advertisements will be placed in the La Oferta and the El Observador.  In addition, notices will be posted at appropriate locations in the study area and radio advertising on Spanish-language radio will occur prior to the meeting.

Preferred Investment Strategy
Staff is proceeding with development of the Preferred Investment Strategy for the Downtown/East Valley study area based upon the evaluation of the alternatives and the public outreach efforts conducted through May 16, 2000.  On May 24, 2000, staff will present preliminary recommendations to the Downtown/East Valley PAB for input and direction. 

Immediately following the PAB meeting on May 24, the preliminary recommendations will be modified, as necessary, and circulated broadly.  The PAB will adopt a recommended “Preferred Investment Strategy” on June 21, 2000, which will then go to the VTA Board of Directors for approval on August 3, 2000.  

