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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
August 6, 2001

TO:

Downtown/East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #14 ____________________________________________________________________

Staff continues to examine station location options while recognizing and balancing LRT operations, traffic operations, design, and community concerns. The consultant continues to work on the traffic study, prepare sketch layouts of station locations and alternatives and examine grade separation options. VTA staff is currently reviewing several consultants’ draft work products, including the existing traffic and parking report and a preliminary matrix of Bus Rapid Transit elements for Monterey Highway. 

VTA staff and consultants are preparing meeting materials and information for the next outreach phase in the fall.   With updated parking and traffic information and a refinement of station locations, the public meetings and open houses will provide further opportunities for input on these items. 

The environmental work for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock and the Capitol Expressway light rail projects has begun. Staff anticipates that the Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) for both projects will be completed by the summer of 2003. The Notice of Intent and Notice of Preparation for the EIR/EIS have been prepared and will be mailed out shortly. VTA staff anticipates that two separate scoping meetings (one for Santa Clara/Alum Rock and one for the Capitol Expressway) will take place on September 19th and September 26th respectively.  Staff is currently finalizing locations for both of these meetings. 

VTA staff continues to attend coordination meetings with the City of San Jose to discuss the transportation project schedules and coordinate our public outreach activities. The brochure “Partners in Land Use and Transportation: City of San Jose and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, which provides VTA project 

information and program/project information about Strong Neighborhoods Initiative and the Redevelopment Agency is expected to be mailed during the second week of August. 

In lieu of a separate Technical Advisory Committee meeting in June and July, VTA staff and consultants met with various agencies, including the City of San Jose (Planning, RDA and Transportation), the Santa Clara Valley Water District, Pacific Bell, and Caltrans to focus on specific issues relevant to the project. Additional meetings will be scheduled to discuss the project in more detail.

VTA and consultants held a meeting with City of San Jose staff regarding land use. Following a project update about Downtown East Valley, both the City of San Jose Planning Department and the Redevelopment staff gave an overview of current planning projects along the DTEV alignment between Diridon Station and Capitol Expressway. Several current planning and potential redevelopment sites were identified. Following this discussion, Jim Adams and Kris Krider of ROMA Design presented information about urban design elements and the status of on-street parking and locations of both off-street parking replacement opportunities and redevelopment sites along the alignment.  At the end of the meeting, it was decided that a series of working sessions, focused into smaller geographical areas, will be scheduled in September to review project elements, including station location and design and parking issues. 

During the August 16th PAB meeting there will be a discussion of Transit Oriented Development (TOD) activities by VTA and City Planning and Redevelopment staff in response to a PAB request on June 21, 2001 (Agenda Item #5). Materials will be distributed at the meeting.

Discussion at the PAB about public involvement (Agenda Item #6), will include an overview of the public review activities and comments received. The public involvement activities, including meeting with community groups, stakeholders, and attending community events to distribute project materials continued during July and August. 

Staff has prepared a separate booklet of public comments received about the Downtown East Valley project through July 2001.  The booklet will be sent to the PAB members under separate cover. 

The fall newsletter is being prepared and the public outreach schedule for the fall is being finalized. Staff anticipates that there will be a discussion of the station locations and structures at the October PAB meeting.

The project is currently on schedule and within the established budget.
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