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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
August 30, 2002  

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #19 ____________________________________________________________________

Staff continues to work on various elements of the project conceptual engineering for both Santa Clara/Alum Rock and the Capitol Expressway Corridors.  Additional design refinements to the Capitol Expressway project definition are being discussed with the City of San Jose and County of Santa Clara and the environmental analysis for the project continues. 

Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor 

VTA continues to investigate the vehicle types, transit capacity, operations, construction techniques, maintenance and costs of the light rail, streetcar and enhanced bus modes along Santa Clara/Alum Rock.  Staff will present an update regarding the property owner/tenant survey and the bus on-board origin and destination survey at the September 12th DTEV PAB meeting (Agenda Item #5).  An outline of the next steps and process for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock corridor will also be presented (Agenda Item #6). 
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has provided preliminary responses to VTA’s inquiries about the design standards for streetcars and the potential shared use of roadway lanes between general traffic and streetcars or light rail vehicles along the corridor.  An update will be provided at the PAB meeting.

Capitol Expressway LRT Project Definition 

The DTEV PAB approved the project definition at its last meeting on June 26, 2002. Staff continues to collect additional information based on comments received.  Refinements to the proposed design for the Eastridge Transit Center and LRT station are underway along with revisions to pedestrian access.  The outside travel lanes on Capitol Expressway are also now planned to accommodate bicyclists.  VTA staff and consultants have been exploring alternative park and ride options in the vicinity of Monterey Highway and Capitol Expressway to address comments made at the last PAB meeting.  As project design refinements are made, updated information will be brought to the DTEV PAB.

VTA conducted a diagnostic field review with the CPUC staff regarding LRT operation, station designs and locations, and proposed grade-separations along the Capitol Expressway corridor on Friday, June 21st.   The CPUC indicated preliminary support for our proposal and staff will continue this coordination as the project proceeds.

VTA continues to coordinate with other agencies regarding outstanding design issues.  VTA staff has met weekly with the City of San Jose staff (Department of Transportation and Parks staff) during August.  VTA staff has also met with Caltrans regarding the crossing of Highway 101 and interface with other state facilities (i.e. Monterey Highway, S.R. 87).  VTA staff is also convening monthly meetings of the Capitol Expressway Project Development Team (PDT), which is a regular forum in which to coordinate with other public agencies.  These PDT meetings will begin in September 2002. 

Knight Charrette 

The City of San Jose has been selected as the location for the 2002 Knight Program Charrette, which is a major annual event sponsored by the Knight Foundation.  This charrette is an intensive, focused community-based open urban design exercise to create various design options that reflect community-planning goals.  The local Knight Program Fellow is Barbara Marshman (formerly Vroman) of the San Jose Mercury News.  Additional information about the Knight Program in Community Building and the charrette process is available on the following websites: http:/www.arc.miami.edu and http://www.beallshill.net. 

The San Jose charrette will take place between November 13-18th and will focus on the area between Tully Road, Eastridge and the vacant 82-acre site owned by Arcadia.  Since the Capitol Expressway LRT Project is planned for the corridor with stations within the study area, VTA is an interested party and willing collaborator in the charrette process.  This is an opportunity for VTA to work with the City of San Jose to ensure that the charrette work complements VTA’s urban design work for the Eastridge Station Area Concept Plan and vicinity.  VTA staff attended a recent field trip with the Knight Fellows and City staff and will continue to participate in planning sessions.  

Public Involvement Program 

Staff completed the Public Involvement Report (Phase 3) and distributed it to PAB members in early August.  The report covers the period January to June, 2002.  A project update and fact sheets are currently being prepared to reflect the DTEV PAB approval of the project definition for the Capitol Expressway LRT corridor.  Staff will be presenting the project definition and refined design information on pedestrian/bike access along the corridor to the City of San Jose BPAC on October 21, 2002 and VTA’s BPAC on October 9, 2002.

A summary of the community outreach meetings and other efforts completed in March is located in Agenda Item #7.
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