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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
October 9, 2002   

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #20 ____________________________________________________________________

Staff continues to work on various elements of the project conceptual engineering and environmental analysis for both Santa Clara/Alum Rock and the Capitol Expressway Corridors.  

Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor 

Work is continuing on technical information for the corridor in preparation for focus on the stakeholder strategy and decision-making process. There will be a verbal update about the stakeholder strategy planned for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock corridor as noted for Agenda Item #5.  

Capitol Expressway LRT Project Definition 

The DTEV PAB approved the Capitol Expressway LRT Project Description on June 26, 2002. Staff has had several meetings with both the City staff and the County Roads and Airports staff regarding refinements of the project description.  At the September 12th PAB meeting, staff briefly described the proposed revisions. A separate memo has been prepared to discuss these project description refinements (Agenda Item #4).

A meeting was held with Eastridge Mall property managers to discuss a revised design for the Eastridge Transit Center. The revisions will improve transit operations and will provide an enhanced multi-modal center.  Staff plans to utilize the results of the Knight Charrette in the final revisions to the Eastridge Station Area Concept Plan. 

VTA continues to coordinate with other agencies, including the City of San Jose staff, County Roads and Airports staff and Caltrans. Some design issues have been resolved and other issues are being addressed. Staff has collected additional data regarding pedestrian and traffic activity at the Story Road intersection. This information will be useful in analyzing the aerial Story station design (two under consideration). We are planning a focused community meeting in January to address issues at Story and Ocala. 

Knight Charrette 

VTA staff continues to participate on the planning committee for the City of San Jose’s Knight Charrette.  The San Jose charrette will take place between November 13-18th and will focus on the area between Tully Road corridor to Highway 101, Eastridge and the vacant 82-acre site located south of Eastridge and west of the alignment. We are coordinating with the Planning Department and the Department of Transportation. There will be a transportation/transit session during the charrette and VTA will play a role in that presentation. This continues to be an opportunity for VTA to work with the City of San Jose to ensure that the charrette work complements VTA’s technical and urban design work for the Eastridge Station Area Concept Plan and vicinity.  

Related Roadway Studies 

Two roadway studies are being conducted concurrently along the Capitol Expressway corridor.  We have had several planning coordination meetings to address design and operations issue that are related to conceptual engineering for the Capitol Expressway LRT project. 

Each of these studies may have some bearing on both the vision and intersection design and operations along the corridor. These studies will not be completed until after the Downtown East Valley Conceptual Engineering is complete and prior to the final certification of the EIS/EIR.   The studies will be referenced and considered prior to project approval. For your information a summary of each study is noted below: 

· US 101 Central Corridor Study

The purpose of the US 101 Central Corridor Study is to identify, evaluate and prioritize, short-term and long-term improvements in the US 101 corridor from the US 101/Alum Rock Avenue Interchange in the north to north of the US 101/Hellyer Avenue Interchange in the south.  The west and east limits are from the Interstate Route 280/McLaughlin Avenue Interchange to the Interstate Route 680/King Road Interchange.  Traffic operations along McLaughlin Avenue and King Road, within the corridor limits, will also be examined as part of this study.  These study limits will allow for an evaluation of how local roadway operations are affected by improvements proposed for US 101.  The operation analysis could be utilized to evaluate physical improvements for intersections such as Capitol Expressway/King Road/Silver Creek Road and Capitol Expressway/McLaughlin Avenue.

· Comprehensive County Expressway Planning Study

The Comprehensive County Expressway Planning Study will serve as a

long-range strategic plan for the improvement and maintenance of the

expressways.  A draft Implementation Plan, with a funding strategy, will be

distributed for public review and comment in March 2003 with a final plan

due to be approved by the Board of Supervisors in May 2003.

A joint PAB meeting has been scheduled for the DTEV PAB and Capitol Expressway Group of the Expressway Study PAB on November 14, 2002. The meeting will be at 3:00pm in Room 204 of San Jose City Hall. 

Public Involvement Program 

A revised fact sheet reflecting the Capitol Expressway LRT Project Description is now available.  A project update is being prepared.  Staff presented the project description and refined design information about the pedestrian and bicycle environment along the corridor to a focused community meeting on October 3rd, to the VTA’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) on October 9th  and to the City of San Jose’s BPAC on October 21st.   Staff will present a verbal update of those presentations at the PAB meeting.  

A summary of the community outreach meetings and other efforts completed in October is located in Agenda Item #6.

3 of 3

