
[image: image1.wmf]
MEMORANDUM
DATE:
January 2, 2003 

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #22:  Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

____________________________________________________________________

Staff is working on various elements of the project conceptual engineering and environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project. VTA continues to coordinate with other agencies, including the City of San Jose staff, County Roads and Airports staff and Caltrans. Significant design issues have been resolved but additional discussion of policy and planning issues is necessary.  

Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

The environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway LRT is proceeding and the project description modifications have been incorporated into the environmental analysis. The related technical studies are in progress and staff is meeting with the environmental consulting team on a regular basis.  

The update of the environmental schedule is as follows:  The VTA review of the Administrative Draft EIS/EIR will take place from mid to late February, 2003.  The Federal Transit Administration review will take place during April 2003. Staff anticipates that the Draft EIS/EIR will be issued in early June 2003.  The public hearing for the Draft EIS/EIR will take place in early July 2003. The Final EIS/EIR will be circulated in mid-December 2003.  Staff anticipates that the VTA Board of Directors certification of the EIR will take place in early February 2004. 

To provide more efficient transfer opportunities at the Story Road/Capitol Expressway intersection, VTA staff is also proposing that a combination of bus bays and a kiss and ride area be designed for the southeast corner of the 

intersection. Staff will give an overview of this concept at the PAB meeting in January. This concept will also be discussed at the focused community meeting in February and it will be further evaluated during the environmental analysis. 

Joint Workshop  

As a follow-up to the Joint Workshop between the Downtown East Valley PAB and the Comprehensive County Expressway Planning Study Small-group PAB, another workshop has been scheduled for Wednesday, January 22nd.  VTA, County Roads and Airports, and City of San Jose staff members are meeting to plan the joint presentation.  

The planning for the joint workshop has also provided opportunities to explore various designs for the Story Road/Capitol Expressway intersection, including intersection improvement options such as signalization and design, and existing and projected level-of-service data with and without HOV lanes. Staff anticipates that these options will be discussed at the joint workshop. 
Evergreen - Eastridge Charrette 

The charrette took place between November 13 and 18th. A final Evergreen-Eastridge Charrette Report has not yet been finalized and distributed.  Once the final report is available, staff will distribute it to the PAB members. Subsequently,  VTA staff will meet with the City of San Jose staff to coordinate our Eastridge Station Area Concept Plan work with potential planning scenarios and planned development for the Arcadia property.  

Public Involvement Program 

A focused community meeting regarding Story Road station design and Ocala/Cunningham station location and design has been scheduled for 6:30 – 8p.m. on Wednesday, February 19, 2003. The location is being finalized. The outreach effort will focus on the residents and businesses in the vicinity of Story and Ocala/Cunningham.  

An Open House for the Capitol Expressway LRT Project will take place in April 2003 prior to the distribution of the draft EIS/EIR for public review and comment. The open house will provide the community with an opportunity to review plans, ask questions, and provide input to the technical staff. Staff is currently scheduling a date and location. 

A summary of the community outreach meetings and other efforts completed in December is located in Agenda Item #8. 
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