
[image: image1.wmf]
MEMORANDUM
DATE:
January 27, 2003 

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #23:  Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

____________________________________________________________________

Staff is working on various elements of the project conceptual engineering and environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project. VTA continues to coordinate with other agencies, including the City of San Jose staff, County Roads and Airports staff and Caltrans. Significant design issues have been resolved but additional discussion of planning issues is continuing.  

Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

The environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway LRT is proceeding and the project description modifications have been incorporated into the environmental analysis. The related technical studies are in progress and staff is meeting with the environmental consulting team on a regular basis.  The updated EIS/EIR schedule for Capitol Expressway LRT was distributed at the last PAB meeting on January 15, 2003. It is anticipated that the Draft EIS/EIR will be circulated in June/July 2003.  Staff anticipates that the VTA Board of Directors certification of the EIS/EIR will take place in early March 2004. 

Public Involvement Program 

A focused community meeting regarding Story Road station design and Ocala/Cunningham station location and design has been scheduled for 6:30 – 8 p.m. on Wednesday, February 19, 2003 at the Hank Lopez Community Center. The translated notice about the meeting is being finalized and will be distributed in early February 2003. Staff will give additional copies of the notice to members of the DTEV PAB for distribution. 

An Open House for the Capitol Expressway LRT Project  (Conceptual Engineering) will take place from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on April 9, 2003 at Ocala Middle School. The open house will be an opportunity for the community to review plans, ask questions, and provide input to the technical staff prior to the preparation of the draft Conceptual Engineering report. 

A summary of the community outreach meetings and other efforts completed in December is located in Agenda Item #6. 
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