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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
February 24, 2003 

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #24:  Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

____________________________________________________________________

Staff is working on various elements of the project conceptual engineering and environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project. VTA continues to coordinate with other agencies, including the City of San Jose staff, County Roads and Airports staff and Caltrans. Significant design issues have been resolved and related discussions of planning issues continue. 

Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

The environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway LRT is proceeding and the project description modifications have been incorporated into the environmental analysis. The related technical studies are in progress and staff is meeting with the environmental consulting team on a regular basis.  Staff anticipates that the Draft EIS/EIR will be approved by FTA for public circulation in June 2003.  Both the start of the public circulation period and the subsequent date for the Draft EIS/EIR public hearing will be related to the duration and results of the FTA review.  

Public Involvement Program 

A focused community meeting regarding Story Road station design and Ocala/Cunningham station location and design took place from 6:30 – 8 p.m. on Wednesday, February 19, 2003 at the Hank Lopez Community Center.   There were 30 people in attendance.  Staff gave a presentation regarding the two station design options at Story Road and the three station location options in the vicinity of Ocala and Cunningham. During the comment and question periods, the following concerns and comments were raised: 

· Concerns about the elimination of the existing HOV lanes and reduction of traffic capacity

· Concerns about the visual and operational impact of the aerial options under consideration near residential neighborhoods (specifically Alum Rock Station to Story Road segment)

· Construction and operational impacts 

· Duration of LRT construction 

· Comments regarding alternative station locations

Due to concerns raised about the aerial design option between Alum Rock Station and Story Road, staff has requested that Korve Engineering review previously considered alternatives.  Community concerns from this and other meetings will be incorporated into the next Public Involvement Report, which will be produced in March and distributed to the DTEV PAB as soon as it is available.  

Staff gave a project presentation to the VEP Homeowners Association on Tuesday, February 25th.  Staff will be giving a brief project presentation about the station designs and station location options for Story Road and Ocala/Cunningham to the Story Road Business Association on Wednesday, March 19, 2003 at 8:30 am. 

An Open House for the Capitol Expressway LRT Project (Conceptual Engineering) will take place from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on April 9, 2003 at Ocala Middle School. At the Open House, there will be a display of the Conceptual Engineering plans for the Capitol Expressway LRT Project including many graphics and maps. To provide additional information to the public, there will also be information tables focusing on traffic and transportation, real estate, and the environmental review process.  Staff will advertise the event in the newspapers and will mail the meeting notice to the entire Downtown East Valley mailing list.  

A summary of the community outreach meetings and other efforts completed in December is located in Agenda Item #6. 


