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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
May 23, 2003

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #26:  Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

____________________________________________________________________

Staff is working on various elements of the project conceptual engineering and environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project.  During the environmental review process, staff will continue to evaluate various design options in preparation for the decision-making process in which preferred design options will be recommended by staff.  This step typically occurs after the public circulation of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) and public hearing.

Draft EIS/EIR 

Staff has been carefully reviewing the content and scope of the Administrative Draft EIS/EIR for the Capitol Expressway Project. Once the consultant team completes the revisions, staff will send the document to the FTA for their review.  This is anticipated in June 2003.  As noted in prior status reports, both the public release of the Draft EIS/EIR and the subsequent date for the public hearing will be determined by the duration and results of the FTA review. 

Public Involvement Program 

An Open House for the Capitol Expressway LRT Project (Conceptual Engineering) took place on April 9, 2003, at Ocala Middle School. There were displays of the Conceptual Engineering plans for the Capitol Expressway LRT Project and several information tables focusing on various topics, such as traffic and transportation, property acquisition, and the environmental review process.  

Staff prepared a comprehensive project display including all of the design options under consideration. To help convey this complex information, there were several stations, as follows: history and process, vision for the corridor, conceptual design plans, environmental review process, real estate procurement process, traffic analysis process, and next steps. 

Eighteen community members attended the Open House.  Attendees were provided the opportunity to ask questions of various staff and technical consultants regarding the proposed design options and project elements. From the comment sheets submitted, comments were as follows: 

Project Vision

· One respondent indicated the vision made sense. 

Conceptual Design Plans

· Two respondents supported the “tunnel” option at Story Road since it would be less intrusive and comparable to treatment in other communities.

· One respondent supported the aerial option at Story Road because they felt it would be more secure than the tunnel options with the depressed station.

· Two respondents supported the Ocala Station location rather than Cunningham or the location between Ocala and Cunningham; one respondent indicated no preference.

· Support was indicated for soundwalls between Highway 680 and Story Road. 

Environmental Review Process 

· One respondent noted that the environmental review process is long and complicated. 

· A concern was raised regarding how many residents would lose their homes.

General Comments

· One respondent stated that they were not sure if the community really wants the project or will use it.  

· There were several positive comments about the multi-use path and the opportunities for bicyclists within the corridor.

In addition, community members were encouraged to complete an evaluation form about the Open House.  One respondent felt neutral about the location but all others noted “agree” or “strongly agree” to all of the questions about the quality of the project materials and information, whether they felt they had an opportunity to ask questions and make comments, whether they had a better understanding of the project and whether VTA staff members were knowledgeable and well prepared. 

A comprehensive summary of the public involvement that has occurred for the Capitol Expressway project over the past several months will be completed and distributed to the PAB in Summer 2003. 
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