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Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor







Conceptual Engineering

Following extensive outreach with residents and businesses from July through September 2003, conceptual design plans for both the Enhanced Bus alternative and the Single Car Light Rail alternative were completed in late September and are the basis for the project description in the Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). An upcoming Downtown East Valley newsletter, which is scheduled for circulation in early 2004, includes a description of the two alternatives.

The Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor Evaluation Report, which provides documentation of the planning study, was completed in Fall 2003. The report has been distributed to technical staff and made available on the Downtown East Valley website. Revised cost estimates have also been completed and are under review by design staff.  

The Public Involvement Report for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor project, covering the period from November 2002 through December 2003, is nearing completion and is anticipated to be distributed in February 2004.

Environmental Review

All environmental technical studies are progressing on schedule. The Administrative Draft Traffic Study is complete and will be circulated in the near future to technical staff, including City of San Jose and Caltrans. The remaining environmental technical studies and the administrative draft EIS/EIR are on schedule for completion in early 2004.

Assuming a 60-day period for Federal Transit Administration (FTA) review of the administrative draft EIS/EIR, the document will be available for public review in Summer 2004. The public hearing would then occur on approximately the 30th day of public circulation. VTA currently anticipates public circulation of the Final EIS/EIR in late 2004 and VTA Board approval in Spring 2005.

Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project






Conceptual Engineering

Conceptual Engineering (CE) for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project, including design options, is approximately 85% complete. The CE Report will include a technical appendix, which is substantially completed and includes the following:

· Engineering plan, profile, and cross-sections, including urban design concepts

· Station plans, including Eastridge Mall Transit Center

· Structural plan, elevation and cross-sections

· Utility, right-of-way plans

· Park-and-Ride and storage facility plans

· Traffic volumes (existing, 2010 and 2025).

The bulk of the remaining CE work will be finished after approval of the environmental document so that the final CE Report can reflect the complete project as approved by the VTA Board of Directors. The final CE Report will document the design development process and define the approved project, including information regarding the urban design concept for the corridor, with cross-sections and renderings that illustrate urban design features.

Environmental Review 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has completed their review of the Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), which was submitted to them on September 3, 2003. VTA received FTA’s comments on December 18, 2003. Staff anticipates that all FTA comments can be responded to in a revised document for resubmittal to FTA in late January 2004.  Assuming a 30-day review of the “approval” Draft EIS/EIR by FTA, the document will be circulated for public review in early March 2004.  

The circulation period for a Federal document is 45 days. The public hearing on the Draft EIS/EIR would occur on approximately the 30th day of public circulation, or in early April 2004. At the appropriate time, the Notice of Availability of Draft EIS/EIR and Public Hearing will be advertised in local newspapers and mailed to all names/addresses in the Downtown East Valley database. In addition, VTA staff will contact and/or attend meetings of interested groups (i.e., homeowners, SNI Neighborhood Advisory Committee) to notify them of the availability of the environmental document and the importance of public participation at this point in the project. After the public review period closes in mid-April, VTA will prepare the Final EIS/EIR.

The Final EIS/EIR will contain responses to comments received during the public review period, and will also identify the “preferred alternative”, including design options. Therefore, VTA staff will provide both an overview and preliminary staff recommendations regarding alternatives and design options to the PAB at their March 4 meeting as an informational item. Then, as soon as possible following the close of the public review period, VTA staff will bring final recommendations to the PAB regarding the “preferred alternative” to be identified in the Final EIS/EIR. According to the current schedule, this action by the PAB would occur at their May 6 meeting. VTA then anticipates public circulation of the Final EIS/EIR and VTA Board Committee action in September 2004, and VTA Board approval in October 2004.

Preliminary Engineering

VTA is proposing a mid-year budget adjustment that would add eleven million dollars to VTA’s FY2004 budget to initiate PE for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail project (to Eastridge). An update regarding Capitol Expressway PE will be made at the February 5, 2004, PAB meeting.

Monterey Highway Bus Rapid Transit






Conceptual Engineering

Background CE work, for example, mapping and compiling existing traffic and transit use data, was completed early in the CE phase.  At that point, however, work specifically related to the Monterey Highway BRT project was essentially stopped because VTA was already investigating many BRT features (for example, communications, effective BRT-related roadway improvements, type of vehicle technology, and station improvements) through the Line 22 BRT project.  To make the most efficient use of resources, the Monterey Highway BRT project will use the Line 22 studies and project development process to help determine the project elements for Monterey Highway.  It is anticipated that sufficient progress has been made in defining BRT elements to reinitiate the Monterey Highway BRT work in the next few months and complete CE in 2005. 

Environmental Review

Until the CE work progresses, it is not possible to determine what type of environmental document (for example, a Categorical Exclusion/Exemption, Environmental Assessment/Initial Study, or EIS/EIR) will be necessary for the Monterey Highway BRT project.  This determination can be made later this year during the development of the CE plans.  It is doubtful that an EIS/EIR will be required; therefore, the environmental review can likely be completed in less than nine months.
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