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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
July 23, 2003

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board

FROM:
Gail A. Price, Senior Transportation Planner

SUBJECT:
Status Report #27:  Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

____________________________________________________________________

Staff is working on the project conceptual engineering and environmental analysis for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project. 

Capitol Expressway LRT Project 

VTA staff has been making final edits to the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project Administrative Draft EIS/EIR. Additional refinement of the transportation study, right-of-way impacts, visual analysis and vibration technical analysis has been necessary to ensure consistency and technical accuracy and to address issues of concern to the community. VTA staff anticipates that the document will be submitted to FTA in early August.  As noted in prior status reports, both the start of the 45-day public circulation period and the subsequent date for the Draft EIS/EIR public hearing will be related to both the duration and results of the FTA review. 

As you know, the current project includes several design options, which are being evaluated as part of the environmental review.  Staff will continue to evaluate the various design options in preparation for the decision-making process in which preferred design options will be recommended by staff.  This step typically occurs after the public circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. The final Conceptual Engineering Plans and Report will be finalized at that point to be consistent with the preferred project.  

Public Involvement Program 

Staff has completed the Summary of Public Involvement Report (Phase 4) for the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project. The first three summaries were completed in August 2001, December 2001, June 2002. 

Since the beginning of the Conceptual Engineering in January 2001, there have been 9 public meetings (including the Environmental Scoping Meeting) and open houses and 25 project presentations about the Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project to community groups and organizations. There have been a cumulative total of approximately 150 submittals of individual and group comments regarding the project. In addition, there have been numerous meetings with City and County staff, Caltrans, the Santa Clara Valley Water District, Pacific Gas and Electric and Pacific Bell regarding the project design options and various technical issues.  
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