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MEMORANDUM

DATE:
July 23, 2003

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board (PAB)

FROM:
Julie Render, Principal Transportation Planner



Transit Planning and Development

SUBJECT:
Status Report #27 for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor 

________________________________________________________________________

VTA is continuing with the development of preliminary conceptual plans, including design options, for both the Enhanced Bus alternative and the Single Car Light Rail alternative for study in the Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor.  Current work involves refinement of project elements in sufficient detail to allow the environmental studies to proceed, and includes technical analysis, coordination with the City of San Jose, San Jose Redevelopment Agency and other agencies, and a community involvement process.  

The community involvement process is particularly important in determining station locations and design and in developing a replacement plan for parking and loading zones that may be impacted by the alternatives.  Therefore, an information packet has been prepared (copy attached), which includes a notice of upcoming public meetings, project information and current status.  The packet is available in Spanish, Vietnamese and Portuguese and is being disseminated along the corridor.  

VTA has developed initial concepts for the location and design of stations and a preliminary plan for replacement parking and loading zones for community reaction and input.  During late July and August, staff will present these initial concepts to the community, with targeted workshops for businesses.  VTA staff will also brief PAB members during this timeframe.  A comprehensive schedule of meetings and activities is also attached.  Depending upon the level of participation, VTA may supplement this effort with stakeholder meetings and other outreach along the corridor, as needed, and to the extent possible with available staff resources.  

VTA will revise the conceptual plans in response to input received. The revised plans will be presented at the next Downtown East Valley PAB meeting on September 4 and at a subsequent community meeting on September 24.  Further comments will be incorporated into the revised plans, which will form the basis of the detailed project description in the EIS/EIR.

The EIS/EIR schedule remains as follows:

Traffic Study completed 
Fall 2003

Remaining Technical studies completed
Early 2004

Administrative Draft EIS/EIR submitted to FTA for approval
Spring 2004

Draft EIS/EIR public review
Summer 2004

Administrative Final EIS/EIR submitted to FTA for approval
Fall 2004

Final EIS/EIR public review
Early 2005

VTA Board approval
Spring 2005

Attachments
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