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MEMORANDUM

DATE:
August 25, 2003

TO:

Downtown East Valley Policy Advisory Board (PAB)

FROM:
Julie Render, Principal Transportation Planner



Transit Planning and Development

SUBJECT:
Status Report #28 for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor 

________________________________________________________________________

VTA is continuing with the development of preliminary conceptual plans, including design options, for both the Enhanced Bus alternative and the Single Car Light Rail alternative for study in the Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the Santa Clara/Alum Rock Corridor.  

In July 2003, VTA developed initial preliminary plans showing the location and design of stations and potential replacement parking and loading zones.  Staff presented these preliminary plans at targeted workshops for businesses on July 24 (East Santa Clara Business Association), July 30 and August 6 (San Jose Downtown Association), and August 7 (Alum Rock businesses).  Additional coordination meetings were held with representatives of HP Pavilion, Mexican Heritage Plaza, and various City and Redevelopment Agency departments.  VTA received valuable input at these targeted meetings and several modifications were made to the preliminary plans as a result.  

Revised preliminary plans were then presented at a community workshop on August 14 at the Eastside Neighborhood Center, and a community open house on Saturday, August 23, at the San Jose Medical Center.  VTA is currently revising the plans in response to the input received.  An overview of the revised plans will be presented at the Downtown East Valley PAB meeting on September 4.  The plans will then be presented at a public meeting on September 24 at the Roosevelt Community Center. Further public comment received will be incorporated into the plans, which will form the basis of the detailed project description in the EIS/EIR.  The environmental technical studies will commence immediately thereafter.

It is anticipated that the environmental technical studies will be completed in early 2004, the Draft EIS/EIR will be available for public review in Summer 2004, and the Final EIS/EIR will be completed and circulated to the public in early 2005.  The VTA Board of Directors’ approval is anticipated in Spring 2005.


