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800 miles of on-street bikeways 
and nearly 200 miles of bicycle 
paths in the county. In the last 
ten years, we have reconfigured 
nine freeway interchanges to 
provide better bicycle access 
and constructed several new 
bicycle bridges to open up  
new areas for bicycling.

VTA is looking to the future and 
setting a course for what bicy-
cle travel can be ten years from 
now. The Countywide Bicycle 
Plan proposes a network of 
connected, high quality bike-
ways that are designed using 

innovative, cutting-edge solu-
tions to get people where they 
want to go safely and conve-
niently. The Countywide Bicycle 
Plan provides the framework to 
meet the multi-modal objec-
tive we outline in our 25-year 
transportation plan, the Valley 
Transportation Plan: “to facilitate 
the creation and support of an 
integrated multi-modal trans-
portation system that serves all 
socio-economic groups effi-
ciently and sustainably”. 

To make this vision a reality, 
it will require support from 

We all know bicycling is a 
fun, healthy, green way to get 
around. People of all ages are 
hopping on a bike to commute 
to work, run errands, ride to 
school, or catch a train. In Santa 
Clara County, bicycling is a via-
ble year-round transportation 
solution. Over the last decade, 
we have seen a steady increase 
in bicycling and strong public 
support for better bikeways. 
VTA, the cities, and the County 
have played a large role in this 
shift toward bicycling. Together, 
we have funded and built over 
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Our Vision: Santa Clara County will be served by a countywide bicycle network that is safe,  
convenient, and connected, enabling people of all ages and abilities to easily bike to work, 
school, shopping, transit, and elsewhere.“
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multiple partners, including 
VTA, local elected officials, 
city/county transportation 
staff, Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee members, 
major employers, developers, 
law enforcement, members 
of the public, and advocacy 
groups. If we all work together 
to implement key bikeways, 
we will see dramatic changes 
in how people travel in Santa 
Clara County. We can improve 
bicyclist safety, increase mobility, 
and meet our greenhouse gas 
emission reduction goals. 

Current Bicycling Conditions

Conditions for bicycling in Santa 
Clara County are improving. At 
the same time, many challenges 
to comfortable cross-county 
bicycling remain. Santa Clara 
County was built to serve the 
automobile. As a result, land 
uses are separate, destinations 
are far apart, and major arte-
rials often are the only way to 
travel from one neighborhood 
to another. Bikeways stop and 
start, and they dead-end at 
major barriers. Heavy conges-
tion on arterials makes it difficult 
to reallocate roadway space to 

Bicycle commuting in Santa Clara County has increased in the last decade. 
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COUNTYWIDE  
BICYCLE PLAN GOALS

Develop a 
comprehensive 
and continuous 
countywide bicycle 
network

Ensure that bicycling 
is safe and convenient 
for all

Pursue innovative 
solutions

Improve transit 
connectivity
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bicyclists. Many of the easier 
bikeways have been built, leav-
ing the more expensive, difficult 
segments still to be completed. 
The Countywide Bicycle Plan 
aims to address these remaining 
segments, prioritizing bikeways 
where bicyclists experience a 
high level of traffic stress and 
where there is a history of  
collisions. 

The last Countywide Bicycle 
Plan was completed in 2008. 
Many things have changed since 
then to support a new vision for 
bicycling in Santa Clara County. 
We are seeing construction of 
new developments and major 
transit stations, a cultural shift 
toward mainstreaming bicycling, 
greater emphasis on low-stress 
bikeways, and new innovative 
designs. The Countywide Bicycle 
Plan responds to these cultural 
and institutional shifts. 

In addition, there are great local 
examples of bicycle planning 
and design already underway 
throughout Santa Clara Coun-
ty. Nearly all jurisdictions have 
adopted and updated bicycle 
master plans in recent years and 
participate in Safe Routes to 
School Programs. Furthermore, a 
handful of jurisdictions currently 
have full-time staff devoted to 
bicycle and pedestrian projects. 
The Countywide Bicycle Plan 

builds on these local success-
es, outlining opportunities to 
provide funding and technical 
support to local agencies. 

Cross County Bicycle  
Connections

The Countywide Bicycle Plan 
refines the Cross County Bicycle 
Corridors (CCBCs) defined in the 
2008 plan to account for recent 
changes in the county. CCBCs 
are a network of bikeways that 
connect all jurisdictions and 
provide access to jobs, schools, 
transit, recreation, services, and 
homes. The updated CCBC 
network focuses on three key 
principles: coverage, access to 
destinations, and low-stress con-
nectivity. VTA updated the CCBC 
network with public input and 
a series of collaboration meet-
ings with city and county staff 
to ensure alignment with local 
priorities and local bicycle plans. 

The Countywide Bicycle Plan 
identifies approximately 950 
miles of CCBCs. These include ex-
isting and proposed segments of 
on-street bikeways and off-street 
bike paths. Of these, approxi-
mately 450 miles have been built. 
Of the existing, planned, and 
proposed CCBCs, 30 percent are 
off-street bicycle paths and 70 
percent are on-street bikeways. 
Using criteria including crash 
history, projected bicycle rider-

ship, access to transit, schools, 
and low-income and minority 
communities, VTA prioritized 
350 miles of CCBCs. VTA will take 
an active role in implementing 
priority CCBCs, including setting 
high design expectations and 
potentially aligning funding to 
support delivery. 

Bicycle Superhighways

In recent years, prominent 
bicycling regions throughout 
the world have used the con-
cept of bicycle superhighways 
to support cross-jurisdictional 
bicycling. Bicycle superhighways 
accommodate high volumes of 
bicycle commuters who travel 
long distances (4+ miles). They 
provide a route separated from 
automobile traffic. Bicyclists 
using them typically experience 
less delay due to consistent 
speeds, fewer at-grade street 
crossings, and shorter waits at 
intersections. 

The exemplary bicycle paths in 
Santa Clara County, including 
the Guadalupe River Trail, Coyote 

Bicycle  
Superhighways

Priority 
CCBCs

CCBCs
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Creek Trail, San Tomas Aquino/Saratoga Creek Trail 
and Stevens Creek Trail, currently act as bicycle 
superhighways. These paths provide convenient, 
long-distance, unbroken bicycle travel. They pass 
over or under major roadways, freeways, and rail 
lines. This is a starting point for moving forward 
with local jurisdictions to establish a network of 
connected bicycle superhighways. VTA has identi-
fied a subset of priority CCBCs as potential bicycle 
superhighway corridors (including both on-street 
and off-street bikeways). 

Across Barrier Connections

A bicycle trip is only as good as its weakest link. 
Even the most exceptionally designed bikeway will 
fail if it has gaps. Just as a motorist does not expect 
an expressway to narrow suddenly to a two-lane 
dirt road, a bicyclist should not find a cycle track 
suddenly leads them to a freeway interchange 
where they need to weave across one or more 
lanes of high-speed motor vehicles. Santa Clara 
County’s bikeways are often severed by freeways, 
waterways, and railways.

The Countywide Bicycle Plan identifies over 300 
locations where bicycle connections across barri-
ers are needed, 50 of which have been complet-
ed since 2008. These Across Barrier Connections 

Bicycle trails, like the Guadalupe River Trail shown here, are a key aspect of the CCBC network.
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PUBLIC OUTREACH 

The Countywide Bicycle Plan reflects the feed-
back from and addresses the concerns of the 
community. Over 700 people provided input 
during the planning process. VTA conducted 
community workshops and held non-tradi-
tional public outreach events, such as the 
“Roving Bicycle Exhibit” where information 
about the plan was posted at libraries and gov-
ernment centers. In addition to these in-per-
son events, VTA hosted an interactive web 
map and communicated with the public via 
social media. This outreach helped VTA define 
the vision, goals, and purpose of the County-
wide Bicycle Plan, as well as understand the 
bikeway locations, infrastructure designs, and 
bicycle amenities desired by the community.

(ABCs) range in scale, from restriping a roadway 
bridge to provide bicycle lanes, to constructing a 
new bicycle/pedestrian bridge, to rebuilding an 
existing freeway interchange. The plan flags 39 
ABCs as priority locations to improve bicycle ac-
cess by creating new connections across barriers. 
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Bicyclists are permitted on all expressways. However, due to high motor vehicle
volumes and speeds, expressways do not currently provide an environment that is
comfortable for most riders. The County recommends that bicyclists exercise caution,
and recommends that only advanced bicyclists use expressways.
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All Other CCBCs
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Data Source:
TomTom Centerline Data, VTA.
Date: May, 2018

Priority CCBCs and Bicycle Superhighways Cross County Bicycle Corridors
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Bicyclists are permitted on all expressways. However, due to high motor vehicle
volumes and speeds, expressways do not currently provide an environment that is
comfortable for most riders. The County recommends that bicyclists exercise caution,
and recommends that only advanced bicyclists use expressways.
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Education and Encouragement Programs 

Bicycle education and encouragement programs help make bicycling mainstream. They expand the 
number and diversity of people choosing to bicycle. VTA proposes the agency’s first large-scale foray  
into countywide education and encouragement programs, in collaboration with the County Department 
of Public Health. The Countywide Bicycle Plan includes three types of programs: safety education and 
training, promotional programs and events, and bicycle maps and wayfinding. For each program, the 
plan identifies VTA’s potential role. Three example programs are described below.

Safe Routes to School: Nearly 
every city in the county and 
the Santa Clara County Public 
Health Department coordinate 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
programs. SRTS programs 
encourage youth and their 
families to walk or bike to school 
to improve safety, health, air 
quality, and the environment. 
VTA will continue to fund and 
support Safe Routes to Schools 
efforts in the county.

Open Streets Events: Viva 
CalleSJ is a free annual event 
in which several miles of San 
Jose roadways are closed to 
vehicular traffic, allowing people 
to bicycle, walk, skate, play, and 
explore the streets in a safe and 
fun environment. These one-
day events help build a culture 
and inclusive community 
around bicycling. They connect 
residents to other bicyclists in 
the area and demonstrate local 
support for safe streets. VTA 
will continue to provide in-kind 
advertising space, bus re-
routing services, and booths for 
open streets events throughout 
the county.

Bicycle Maps: Bicycle maps 
highlight primary bicycle-
friendly routes and show 
bikeway types (e.g., bicycle lane, 
bicycle route, bicycle path) and 
roadway types (e.g., arterial, 
residential street). VTA produces 
a countywide bicycle map. The 
reverse side of the map includes 
safety tips and information 
about combining bicycling with 
transit. VTA continues to update, 
and distribute at no cost, online 
and printed versions of the 
Countywide Bicycle Map in 
English and Spanish. 

     

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Obey traffic signs and 
signals
Bicyclists are required to 
come to a complete stop at 
stop signs and red lights.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Ride in the middle of the 
lane in slow traffic
Don’t ride the line. Get in the 
middle of the lanes at busy 
intersections and whenever 
you are moving at the same 
speed as traffic.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Keep clear of the door zone
Ride a door’s width away 
from parked cars. You have 
the right to ride in the middle 
of a traffic lane if it is too 
narrow to share with a car.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Avoid road hazards
Watch out for parallel-slat 
drainage grates, slippery 
manhole covers, oily 
pavement, detour signage, 
sand, gravel and debris. 
Cross railroad tracks carefully 
at a 90 degree angle.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

You may leave a bike lane
When a road hazard 
obstructs a bike lane, or you 
anticipate a motorist might 
turn across your path, you 
may temporarily merge with 
caution into the adjacent 
traffic lane for safety.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Use hand signals
Hand signals tell motorists 
what you intend to do. Signal 
as a matter of law, courtesy, 
and self-protection.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Ride with both hands,  
ready to brake
You may need to stop 
suddenly at unexpected 
times. In rain, allow three 
times the normal braking 
distance.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Ride to see and be seen
Use a strong headlight and 
rear reflector or taillight at 
night or when visibility is poor. 
Wear reflective or fluorescent 
clothing. Be sure your bike 
has pedal and side reflectors.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Scan the road around you
Keep your eyes roving 
constantly for cars, people, 
sand and gravel, grates, etc. 
Learn to look back over your 
shoulder without losing your 
balance or swerving.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Yield to pedestrians
Pedestrians on sidewalks 
and in crosswalks have the 
right-of-way. When entering 
or exiting driveways, bicyclists 
must yield to pedestrians on 
the sidewalk.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Follow lane markings 
Do not turn left from the right 
lane. Do not go straight in a 
lane marked right-turn only.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15
Watch for cars pulling out
Make eye contact with 
drivers. Assume they don’t 
see you until you are sure 
they do. When the sun is in 
their eyes, drivers may not 
see you.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Call out when passing  
other trail users
Slow down, call out or ring 
a bell before passing other 
trail users, and always give 
at least three feet passing 
distance.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15
Ride the speed limit on 
trails
Most trails have speed limits 
of 15 mph or less. Respect 
the safety and comfort of 
other trail users by riding at 
or below the speed limit, and 
slowing when passing.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Choose the best way to 
turn left
There are three ways to  
make a left turn.  
1. Like a vehicle: Signal, 
look back for oncoming traffic, 
then move into the left turn 
lane. Turn left when it is clear.
2. Like a bicycle: Ride to the 
far side of the intersection, 
stop, turn, and then ride 
across the street when the 
light turns green.
3. Like a pedestrian: 
Walk your bike across the 
intersection.

Bay Area Bike Share
Bikes are available for 30-minute rentals at Bay Area Bike 
Share stations. For a map of locations, pricing, and more 
information: bayareabikeshare.com.

Secure Bike Lockers
Secure bike parking is 
provided at various locations 
throughout Santa Clara 
County. See the map on the 
reverse side for locations. 

Day-use lockers
VTA provides first-come 
first-serve electronic bike 
lockers at VTA transit 
centers and most light 
rail and Caltrain stations. 
A nominal fee, deducted 
from a “smart card” is 
charged for each use. To 
view locker locations or to sign 
up for a BikeLink smart card: bikelink.org (888) 540-0546.

Long-term use lockers
VTA rents bike lockers to bicyclists with a $25 key deposit. 
Keyed lockers are provided at light rail stations, transit centers, 
and Caltrain stations. To inquire about renting a locker: 
(408) 321-7520, Bikelockers@vta.org. 

Caltrain Stations
Most Caltrain stations in 
Santa Clara County offer 
secure bike parking. For 
inquiries:
Bike lockers at stations 
Tamien northward: contact 
Caltrain at caltrain.com or 
(650) 508-6350.
Bike lockers at stations 
south of Tamien: contact 
VTA at bikelockers@vta.
org or (408) 321-7520.
Bicycle storage shed in Mountain View: City of Mountain View 
public.works@mountainview.gov or (650) 903-6311.
Palo Alto Bikestation: (562) 733-0106 or bikestation.org or 
Palo Alto Bicycles at (650) 328-7411.

BART Stations
Milpitas and Berryessa BART stations will provide electronic 
bike lockers and a secure bike room, once they open in 2017.

Preventing Bicycle Theft 
Locking your bike to a bicycle rack can prevent most bicycle 
thefts:

Securing your bicycle using a “U”-Type Lock
1. On bikes with quick-release 

wheels – release the 
front wheel and 
include it with the 
rear wheel and the 
bicycle frame 
when securing it  
to the bike rack.  

2. On bikes without 
quick-release wheels 
– position the lock 
through both the 
front wheel 
and the 
bicycle 
frame when 
securing it 
to the 
bicycle rack.

Securing your bicycle using a cable lock or chain:
1. Use a cable or chain at least 3/8” in diameter.
2. Use a key lock with a 3/8” hardened shackle with heel  

and toe locking.
3. Loop the cable or chain through each of the wheels,  

the bicycle frame and the rack.
4. Pull up all slack in the cable or chain and make sure  

the lock is as high off the ground as possible.

Bikes on Transit
General Rules:
• All bicyclists must pay the 

appropriate fare. There is 
no additional charge for 
bringing a bicycle on board. 

• Allow other passengers to 
enter or exit before loading 
or unloading your bicycle. 

• Bicyclists are responsible 
for loading and unloading 
their bicycles. 

• Do not block doors, aisles, 
or stairwells with your bicycle while on board.

• Avoid getting chain grease on transit vehicles and other 
passengers. 

• Muddy bicycles are not permitted on board at any time.
• Bicyclists must attend to bicycles not secured in racks while 

on board transit vehicles.
• Only human powered and sealed dry cell or gel cell electric-

assisted bicycles are allowed on board.
• In emergency situations, please leave your bicycle on board.
• Always walk your bicycle on station platforms and at transit 

centers.
• Do not lock your bicycle to poles, light fixtures, railings, etc. 

at transit centers or on rail platforms.

Bikes on VTA Buses
All VTA buses have exterior 
racks that accommodate 
two bicycles. Newer 60-foot 
articulated buses also have 
bike parking inside the bus, 
accessible through the rear door. 
Let the operator know before 
loading or unloading your bike. 

Bikes on VTA Light Rail
Each VTA light rail vehicle 
has interior racks with space 
for up to four bicycles. 
Please enter through the 
doors marked by a bicycle 
symbol.

Bikes are allowed on 
Caltrain and BART
See caltrain.com and bart.gov for details.

Tips for Commuting by Bicycle
• Plan your route in advance. Use this map, online maps, 

and talk to other bicyclists to find the best route for you. Test 
ride your route when you’re not in a rush.

• Maintain your bicycle in good condition. Check brakes 
regularly and keep tires properly inflated. Routine mainte-
nance is simple and you can learn to do it yourself.

• Ride a well-equipped bicycle. Be sure your bicycle is 
adjusted to fit you properly. Outfit it with front and rear lights, 
a bell, rear-view mirror and fenders (for rainy rides). Racks, 
baskets or bike bags are also useful for carrying things.

• Dress appropriately. Wear a helmet whenever you ride 
(required by law for bicyclists 17 and under). Wear clothes in 
layers, so you can adjust to temperature changes on longer 
rides. Wear reflectors or flourescent colors when riding in the 
dark.

• Add transit to your ride. Taking your bike on the bus or train 
means you can travel longer distances or skip sections you’re 
not comfortable biking. 

• Take a class. Several organizations provide bicycle classes 
for adults. Start by contacting the Silicon Valley Bicycle 
Coalition: bikesiliconvalley.org

• Expressways: Bicycles are permitted on all Santa Clara 
County expressways. The expressways generally carry high 
volumes of traffic at high speeds. Bicyclists are therefore 
advised to use caution. Although there are bike lanes on 
some expressways, expressways should only be used by 
bicyclists with advanced skills.

• On-ramps/Off-ramps: Bicyclists should exercise extreme 
caution in areas where freeway and expressway on-ramps 
and off-ramps merge with local streets.

• Bike loop detectors: 
At some intersections, 
bicyclists can trigger a 
green light by placing the 
bicycle’s wheels on the 
loop detector. The loop 
indicator may or may 
not be marked with a 
permanent stencil.

Printing sponsored 
by the Friends of 
Stevens Creek Trail

Santa Clara Valley

BIKEWAYS
MAP

MAY 2016
    Retail Value $4.00 B I C Y C L I N G  L A W S  &  S A F E T Y  T I P S

DOs

DON’Ts

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Never ride against traffic
Motorists are not looking for 
bicyclists riding against traffic  
on the wrong side of the road.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Don’t weave between parked 
cars
Motorists may not see you when 
you try to move into traffic.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

In front, or far behind, not 
beside!
To ensure drivers of large vehicles 
(buses, trucks and motor homes) 
can see you, stay out of their blind 
spots. Never pass on the right 
side. Ride far enough behind for 
the driver to see you, and at least 
four feet from the sides to avoid 
falling under a large vehicle.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15
Don’t ride on the sidewalk
The sidewalk is for pedestrians. 
Riding on the sidewalk is against 
the law in some cities. If you 
must ride on the sidewalk, ride 
slowly, yield to pedestrians, and 
watch for cars at driveways and 
intersections.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15
Don’t pass on the right
Motorists may not look for nor see 
a bicycle passing on the right.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Don’t bike under the influence
It is against the law to ride a 
bicycle under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs.

TRAIL
SPEED
LIMIT

15

Earbuds only in one ear
It is against the law to wear 
earphones or earbuds in both ears 
while riding. You must always keep 
one ear free to listen to traffic.

“Getting out of the car and onto 
the trail is the best way to see 
Santa Clara County’s beauty.”

Ken Yeager, Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors, District 4, 
current member of VTA Board of 
Directors and former Vice Chair.

Bicyclists, like all roadway users, must follow the California 
Vehicle Code. The Vehicle Code is available through the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). 

Did you know?
• Bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as motorists.
• Bicyclists may ride on all roadways unless it is specifically prohibited.
• When passing bicyclists, motorists must leave at least three feet between the 

bicycle and vehicle. If three feet is not possible, motorists must slow down and 
pass safely.

• Unless specifically prohibited, slower-speed electric bikes are permitted on 
paved paths if they have a maximum motor-assisted speed of 20 mph. Trail 
speed limits must be followed.
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The Friends of Stevens Creek Trail promotes
community pride and involvement in the

completion, enhancement, and enjoyment of
the Stevens Creek and Permanente
Creek Trails and Wildlife Corridors.

Friends of Stevens Creek Trail
www.stevenscreektrail.org

March 2016

N

Stevens Creek Trail

Santa Clara County

0 1 Mile.5

STEVENS CREEK &
PERMANENTE CREEK TRAILS

The VTA Bikeways Map illustrates the bike lanes, multi-
use paths, and bicycle/pedestrian bridges throughout 
Santa Clara County. The map also rates the level of  
difficulty for selected streets. The ratings were devel-
oped jointly by VTA, local jurisdictions and bicyclists.  
This map is also available at www.vta.org/bikes

DOWNTOWN SAN JOSE

VTA Contact Information
VTA Downtown Customer Service Center
55-A West Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Closed Saturdays, Sundays and holidays

Customer Service Call Center
(408) 321-2300
Automated information available 24 hours in English/Spanish
(800) 894-9908 outside Santa Clara County
(408) 321-2330 TTY
customer.service@vta.org

VTA Bike Locker Information 
(408) 321-7520  
bikelockers@vta.org

Lost and Found
If you forget your bike on the bus or train, you can claim 
it at 3331 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95134 in the 
Protective Service’s Department located in Building C 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Please call (408) 321-7171 to check for your bicycle 
before arriving. 

Get Involved
VTA and County Bicycle and Pedestrian  
Advisory Committee  . .www.vta.org/get-involved/committees 
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition  . . . . . . .siliconvalleybikes.org
Friends of Stevens Creek Trail  . . . . . . . stevenscreektrail.org
California Bicycle Coalition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .calbike.org
California Walks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .californiawalks.org

Many cities have a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee (BPAC) comprised of residents who provide 
input on bicycle and pedestrian issues. Contact your city 
government for more information.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  |  Santa Clara Countywide Bicycle Plan

Plan Implementation

The Countywide Bicycle Plan 
sets the foundation for a 
network of CCBCs and ABCs 
that are safe, convenient, and 
connected. This network is 
supported by education and 
encouragement programs that 
enable people of all ages and 
abilities to bike to work, school, 
shopping, transit, and else-
where. Achieving these goals 
will require collaboration with a 
variety of partners, all of which 
are critical to the Countywide 
Bicycle Plan’s success.

The cost of implementing this 
vision is high: approximately 
$747 million for the priority 
CCBCs and ABCs and approxi-
mately $1.8 billion for the entire 
plan. VTA’s revenue stream to 
fund bicycle and pedestrian 
projects and programs is not 
enough to cover the cost, with 
only $226 million anticipated for 
the ten-year plan horizon.

We will need to get creative. Not 
all of the cost must be borne by 
funds dedicated to bicycle infra-
structure. Many CCBCs and ABCs 
can be addressed by incorporat-
ing quality bicycle infrastructure 
into other transportation proj-
ects, including street repaving, 
freeway interchange recon-

struction, grade separations, 
and new roadway connections. 
New developments, particularly 
larger ones, can build new bicy-
cle infrastructure as mitigations, 
or pay into a fund to construct 
transportation improvements.

VTA influences bicycling in the 
County in many ways: through 
funding and policy decisions; 
technical assistance to local 
jurisdictions; and coordination 
of bicycle improvement efforts 
across local jurisdictions. VTA’s 
role in implementing the 
Countywide Bicycle Plan  
consists of:

» Promoting plan recommenda-
tions to local jurisdictions,  
elected officials, and other  
stakeholders
» Seeking opportunities to  
construct CCBCs and ABCs and 
requesting that new develop-
ments construct CCBCs or ABCs
» Partnering with local juris-
dictions to fund, design, and 
construct selected projects
» Leading the vision and  
development of bicycle  
superhighways.
» Developing and delivering  
the countywide education and 
encouragement program, in 
collaboration with County  
Public Health.

VTA will work with stakeholders 
to solve problems, fill gaps, 
build bridges, and connect 
communities through the 
key projects included in the 
Countywide Bicycle Plan. 

Where Do We Go from Here?

The Countywide Bicycle Plan 
lays out a vision for the future. It 
is one where people of all ages 
are able to safely, comfortably, 
and conveniently bicycle any-
where they want to go. It is VTA’s 
hope that the county’s bikeways 
become part of people’s men-
tal map of Santa Clara County. 
They will provide an efficient, 
safe way for people to bike to 
work, transit, and shopping. 
They will become a community 
asset, facilitating friendly, casual 
interactions with neighbors and 
strangers. Friends and coworkers 
will make plans to meet on bike. 
More people will find that bicy-
cling is competitive with driving. 
People will discover that linking 
a bike and transit trip is fast, 
convenient, and fun. Everyone 
will have the opportunity to bike 
at least occasionally, and many 
people will be able to bike often.

In collaboration with local juris-
dictions and other stakeholders, 
we will realize this vision for  
Santa Clara County.




