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October 5, 2020 
 
Reema Mahamood 
City of San Jose 
200 E Santa Clara St, T-3 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Ref:  Gas and Electric Transmission and Distribution 
 
Dear Reema Mahamood, 
 
Thank you for submitting the 605 Blossom Hill Rd plans for our review.  PG&E will review the 
submitted plans in relationship to any existing Gas and Electric facilities within the project area.  
If the proposed project is adjacent/or within PG&E owned property and/or easements, we will be 
working with you to ensure compatible uses and activities near our facilities.   
 
Attached you will find information and requirements as it relates to Gas facilities (Attachment 1) 
and Electric facilities (Attachment 2).  Please review these in detail, as it is critical to ensure 
your safety and to protect PG&E’s facilities and its existing rights.   
 
Below is additional information for your review:   
 

1. This plan review process does not replace the application process for PG&E gas or 
electric service your project may require.  For these requests, please continue to work 
with PG&E Service Planning:  https://www.pge.com/en US/business/services/building-
and-renovation/overview/overview.page.    
 

2. If the project being submitted is part of a larger project, please include the entire scope 
of your project, and not just a portion of it.  PG&E’s facilities are to be incorporated within 
any CEQA document. PG&E needs to verify that the CEQA document will identify any 
required future PG&E services. 
 

3. An engineering deposit may be required to review plans for a project depending on the 
size, scope, and location of the project and as it relates to any rearrangement or new 
installation of PG&E facilities.   

 
Any proposed uses within the PG&E fee strip and/or easement, may include a California Public 
Utility Commission (CPUC) Section 851 filing.  This requires the CPUC to render approval for a 
conveyance of rights for specific uses on PG&E’s fee strip or easement. PG&E will advise if the 
necessity to incorporate a CPUC Section 851filing is required. 
 
This letter does not constitute PG&E’s consent to use any portion of its easement for any 
purpose not previously conveyed.  PG&E will provide a project specific response as required.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Plan Review Team 
Land Management 
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Attachment 1 – Gas Facilities  
 
There could be gas transmission pipelines in this area which would be considered critical 
facilities for PG&E and a high priority subsurface installation under California law. Care must be 
taken to ensure safety and accessibility. So, please ensure that if PG&E approves work near 
gas transmission pipelines it is done in adherence with the below stipulations.  Additionally, the 
following link provides additional information regarding legal requirements under California 
excavation laws:  https://www.usanorth811.org/images/pdfs/CA-LAW-2018.pdf 

 
 
1. Standby Inspection: A PG&E Gas Transmission Standby Inspector must be present 
during any demolition or construction activity that comes within 10 feet of the gas pipeline. This 
includes all grading, trenching, substructure depth verifications (potholes), asphalt or concrete 
demolition/removal, removal of trees, signs, light poles, etc. This inspection can be coordinated 
through the Underground Service Alert (USA) service at 811. A minimum notice of 48 hours is 
required. Ensure the USA markings and notifications are maintained throughout the duration of 
your work. 
  
2. Access: At any time, PG&E may need to access, excavate, and perform work on the gas 
pipeline. Any construction equipment, materials, or spoils may need to be removed upon notice. 
Any temporary construction fencing installed within PG&E’s easement would also need to be 
capable of being removed at any time upon notice. Any plans to cut temporary slopes 
exceeding a 1:4 grade within 10 feet of a gas transmission pipeline need to be approved by 
PG&E Pipeline Services in writing PRIOR to performing the work. 
 
3. Wheel Loads: To prevent damage to the buried gas pipeline, there are weight limits that 
must be enforced whenever any equipment gets within 10 feet of traversing the pipe. 
 
Ensure a list of the axle weights of all equipment being used is available for PG&E’s Standby 
Inspector. To confirm the depth of cover, the pipeline may need to be potholed by hand in a few 
areas. 
 
Due to the complex variability of tracked equipment, vibratory compaction equipment, and 
cranes, PG&E must evaluate those items on a case-by-case basis prior to use over the gas 
pipeline (provide a list of any proposed equipment of this type noting model numbers and 
specific attachments). 
 
No equipment may be set up over the gas pipeline while operating. Ensure crane outriggers are 
at least 10 feet from the centerline of the gas pipeline. Transport trucks must not be parked over 
the gas pipeline while being loaded or unloaded.  
 
4. Grading: PG&E requires a minimum of 36 inches of cover over gas pipelines (or existing 
grade if less) and a maximum of 7 feet of cover at all locations. The graded surface cannot 
exceed a cross slope of 1:4. 
 
5. Excavating: Any digging within 2 feet of a gas pipeline must be dug by hand. Note that 
while the minimum clearance is only 12 inches, any excavation work within 24 inches of the 
edge of a pipeline must be done with hand tools. So to avoid having to dig a trench entirely with 
hand tools, the edge of the trench must be over 24 inches away. (Doing the math for a 24 inch 
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wide trench being dug along a 36 inch pipeline, the centerline of the trench would need to be at 
least 54 inches [24/2 + 24 + 36/2 = 54] away, or be entirely dug by hand.) 
 
Water jetting to assist vacuum excavating must be limited to 1000 psig and directed at a 40° 
angle to the pipe. All pile driving must be kept a minimum of 3 feet away.  
 
Any plans to expose and support a PG&E gas transmission pipeline across an open excavation 
need to be approved by PG&E Pipeline Services in writing PRIOR to performing the work.  
 
6. Boring/Trenchless Installations: PG&E Pipeline Services must review and approve all 
plans to bore across or parallel to (within 10 feet) a gas transmission pipeline. There are 
stringent criteria to pothole the gas transmission facility at regular intervals for all parallel bore 
installations. 
 
For bore paths that cross gas transmission pipelines perpendicularly, the pipeline must be 
potholed a minimum of 2 feet in the horizontal direction of the bore path and a minimum of 12 
inches in the vertical direction from the bottom of the pipe with minimum clearances measured 
from the edge of the pipe in both directions. Standby personnel must watch the locator trace 
(and every ream pass) the path of the bore as it approaches the pipeline and visually monitor 
the pothole (with the exposed transmission pipe) as the bore traverses the pipeline to ensure 
adequate clearance with the pipeline. The pothole width must account for the inaccuracy of the 
locating equipment. 
 
7. Substructures: All utility crossings of a gas pipeline should be made as close to 
perpendicular as feasible (90° +/- 15°). All utility lines crossing the gas pipeline must have a 
minimum of 12 inches of separation from the gas pipeline. Parallel utilities, pole bases, water 
line ‘kicker blocks’, storm drain inlets, water meters, valves, back pressure devices or other 
utility substructures are not allowed in the PG&E gas pipeline easement. 
 
If previously retired PG&E facilities are in conflict with proposed substructures, PG&E must 
verify they are safe prior to removal.  This includes verification testing of the contents of the 
facilities, as well as environmental testing of the coating and internal surfaces.  Timelines for 
PG&E completion of this verification will vary depending on the type and location of facilities in 
conflict. 
 
8. Structures: No structures are to be built within the PG&E gas pipeline easement. This 
includes buildings, retaining walls, fences, decks, patios, carports, septic tanks, storage sheds, 
tanks, loading ramps, or any structure that could limit PG&E’s ability to access its facilities. 
 
9. Fencing: Permanent fencing is not allowed within PG&E easements except for 
perpendicular crossings which must include a 16 foot wide gate for vehicular access. Gates will 
be secured with PG&E corporation locks. 
 
10. Landscaping:  Landscaping must be designed to allow PG&E to access the pipeline for 
maintenance and not interfere with pipeline coatings or other cathodic protection systems. No 
trees, shrubs, brush, vines, and other vegetation may be planted within the easement area. 
Only those plants, ground covers, grasses, flowers, and low-growing plants that grow 
unsupported to a maximum of four feet (4’) in height at maturity may be planted within the 
easement area.  
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11. Cathodic Protection: PG&E pipelines are protected from corrosion with an “Impressed 
Current” cathodic protection system. Any proposed facilities, such as metal conduit, pipes, 
service lines, ground rods, anodes, wires, etc. that might affect the pipeline cathodic protection 
system must be reviewed and approved by PG&E Corrosion Engineering. 
 
12. Pipeline Marker Signs: PG&E needs to maintain pipeline marker signs for gas 
transmission pipelines in order to ensure public awareness of the presence of the pipelines. 
With prior written approval from PG&E Pipeline Services, an existing PG&E pipeline marker sign 
that is in direct conflict with proposed developments may be temporarily relocated to 
accommodate construction work. The pipeline marker must be moved back once construction is 
complete.  
 
13. PG&E is also the provider of distribution facilities throughout many of the areas within 
the state of California. Therefore, any plans that impact PG&E’s facilities must be reviewed and 
approved by PG&E to ensure that no impact occurs which may endanger the safe operation of 
its facilities.   
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Attachment 2 – Electric Facilities  
 

It is PG&E’s policy to permit certain uses on a case by case basis within its electric 
transmission fee strip(s) and/or easement(s) provided such uses and manner in which they are 
exercised, will not interfere with PG&E’s rights or endanger its facilities. Some 
examples/restrictions are as follows: 
 
1. Buildings and Other Structures: No buildings or other structures including the foot print and 
eave of any buildings, swimming pools, wells or similar structures will be permitted within fee 
strip(s) and/or easement(s) areas. PG&E’s transmission easement shall be designated on 
subdivision/parcel maps as “RESTRICTED USE AREA – NO BUILDING.” 
 
2. Grading: Cuts, trenches or excavations may not be made within 25 feet of our towers. 
Developers must submit grading plans and site development plans (including geotechnical 
reports if applicable), signed and dated, for PG&E’s review. PG&E engineers must review grade 
changes in the vicinity of our towers. No fills will be allowed which would impair ground-to-
conductor clearances. Towers shall not be left on mounds without adequate road access to 
base of tower or structure. 
 
3. Fences: Walls, fences, and other structures must be installed at locations that do not affect 
the safe operation of PG&’s facilities.  Heavy equipment access to our facilities must be 
maintained at all times. Metal fences are to be grounded to PG&E specifications. No wall, fence 
or other like structure is to be installed within 10 feet of tower footings and unrestricted access 
must be maintained from a tower structure to the nearest street. Walls, fences and other 
structures proposed along or within the fee strip(s) and/or easement(s) will require PG&E 
review; submit plans to PG&E Centralized Review Team for review and comment.   
 
4. Landscaping: Vegetation may be allowed; subject to review of plans. On overhead electric 
transmission fee strip(s) and/or easement(s), trees and shrubs are limited to those varieties that 
do not exceed 15 feet in height at maturity. PG&E must have access to its facilities at all times, 
including access by heavy equipment. No planting is to occur within the footprint of the tower 
legs. Greenbelts are encouraged. 
 
5. Reservoirs, Sumps, Drainage Basins, and Ponds: Prohibited within PG&E’s fee strip(s) 
and/or easement(s) for electric transmission lines.   
 
6. Automobile Parking: Short term parking of movable passenger vehicles and light trucks 
(pickups, vans, etc.) is allowed.  The lighting within these parking areas will need to be reviewed 
by PG&E; approval will be on a case by case basis. Heavy equipment access to PG&E facilities 
is to be maintained at all times. Parking is to clear PG&E structures by at least 10 feet.  
Protection of PG&E facilities from vehicular traffic is to be provided at developer’s expense AND 
to PG&E specifications. Blocked-up vehicles are not allowed. Carports, canopies, or awnings 
are not allowed. 
 
7. Storage of Flammable, Explosive or Corrosive Materials: There shall be no storage of fuel or 
combustibles and no fueling of vehicles within PG&E’s easement. No trash bins or incinerators 
are allowed. 
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8. Streets and Roads: Access to facilities must be maintained at all times. Street lights may be 
allowed in the fee strip(s) and/or easement(s) but in all cases must be reviewed by PG&E for 
proper clearance. Roads and utilities should cross the transmission easement as nearly at right 
angles as possible. Road intersections will not be allowed within the transmission easement. 
 
9. Pipelines: Pipelines may be allowed provided crossings are held to a minimum and to be as 
nearly perpendicular as possible. Pipelines within 25 feet of PG&E structures require review by 
PG&E. Sprinklers systems may be allowed; subject to review. Leach fields and septic tanks are 
not allowed. Construction plans must be submitted to PG&E for review and approval prior to the 
commencement of any construction. 
 
10. Signs: Signs are not allowed except in rare cases subject to individual review by PG&E. 
 
11. Recreation Areas: Playgrounds, parks, tennis courts, basketball courts, barbecue and light 
trucks (pickups, vans, etc.) may be allowed; subject to review of plans. Heavy equipment 
access to PG&E facilities is to be maintained at all times. Parking is to clear PG&E structures by 
at least 10 feet. Protection of PG&E facilities from vehicular traffic is to be provided at 
developer’s expense AND to PG&E specifications.  
 
12. Construction Activity: Since construction activity will take place near PG&E’s overhead 
electric lines, please be advised it is the contractor’s responsibility to be aware of, and observe 
the minimum clearances for both workers and equipment operating near high voltage electric 
lines set out in the High-Voltage Electrical Safety Orders of the California Division of Industrial 
Safety (https://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/sb5g2.html), as well as any other safety regulations. 
Contractors shall comply with California Public Utilities Commission General Order 95 
(http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/gos/GO95/go 95 startup page.html) and all other safety rules.  No 
construction may occur within 25 feet of PG&E’s towers. All excavation activities may only 
commence after 811 protocols has been followed.  
 
Contractor shall ensure the protection of PG&E’s towers and poles from vehicular damage by 
(installing protective barriers) Plans for protection barriers must be approved by PG&E prior to 
construction.  
 
13. PG&E is also the owner of distribution facilities throughout many of the areas within the 
state of California. Therefore, any plans that impact PG&E’s facilities must be reviewed and 
approved by PG&E to ensure that no impact occurs that may endanger the safe and reliable 
operation of its facilities.   
 
 



    

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 
 

 
   
 
  

  
  

   

  

    
    
      
   

         

  

            
            

           
              

                
               
               

                  
            

               
               

               
        

              
              

              
                

              
             
                

               
                  
                 

                 
                  

             
              

        

           
              

              
                   
         

                 
   

   



 

               

               
                      

                  
             

            
      
     
               

   
                  
                    

   

                
             

                 
                

              
           
                  
      

                  
        
    
   
       

            
     
      
         
               

          

               
                

                
                 

                
                

               
                  

                  
                

 
              
              
                
         

   



                
 
                   
    
                
      

             
              

               
                 

             

                
                    
                 

                 
               
  

                
    

             
              

              
    

               
           

         
       
      

             
            

        
              

                 
             

            
                  

       

              
              

                 
      
                 

            

                
      

                 
                

 

               
     

   



 

                   
                     

               
         

     

     

                   
                   

                
                      

               
 

                    
               

                 
                

               
 

               
               
    

                 
             

             

                  
                  

                    
             

     

                
                

  

            
           

              
               
                
              

                 
           
               

            
              

      
                  

   

   





  
    

     
   

 

 

    
    
      
   

  
    

    

  
   

 



  [External Email]

 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

To: Mahamood, Reema
Subject: SP20-012& T20-012 Proposed mixed-use building on Blossom Hill
Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:03:12 AM

 

 

Dear Sir:

I am opposed to this project.  It is not acceptable for the City of San Jose to use South San Jose as a
dumping ground for undesirable housing projects.  We had the homeless homes on Bernal/Monterey
Road pushed through by the council even though there was Community opposition.  There were and still
are homeless encampments and homeless at the grocery stores asking for money, digging through the
garbage, using the facilities at fast food restaurants, etc.  The high density apartments across from the
hospital with designated low income housing have some of those tenants who have trashed the
apartments by throwing their garbage anywhere they choose to.  This does not promote those who earn
incomes and are independent of government aid to rent apartments at such buildings.  

The housing problem is not just for South San Jose but must be spread equally throughout the city.  The
high property tax areas must also share this burden.

Sincerely,
Laura Kobayashi
 

 











STATE OF CALIFORNIA------- CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY Gavin Newsom, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT 4 
OFFICE OF TRANSIT AND COMMUNITY PLANNING 
P.O. BOX 23660, MS-10D 
OAKLAND, CA 94623-0660 
PHONE  (510) 286-5528 
TTY 711 
www.dot.ca.gov 

 

Making Conservation 
a California Way of Life. 

 

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation 
system to enhance California’s economy and livability” 

 
October 29, 2020 

Reema Mahamood 
City of San Jose 
200 East Santa Clara Street, T-3 
San Jose, CA 95113 

SCH # 2020100005 
GTS # 04-SCL-2020-00812 
GTS ID: 19260 
Co/Rt/Pm: SCL/85/4.153 
 
 

Blossom Hill Station Mix-Use Project – Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
 
Dear Reema Mahamood: 
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in 
the environmental review process for the Blossom Hill Station Mix-use Project.  We 
are committed to ensuring that impacts to the State’s multimodal transportation 
system and to our natural environment are identified and mitigated to support a 
safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system.  The following 
comments are based on our review of the September 2020 NOP.  
 
Project Understanding 
The project proposes to construct a 6-story mixed-use building with 
approximately 22,595 square feet (s.f.) of commercial space and up to 239 
market rate multi-family residential units and a 6-story multi-family residential 
building with 89 affordable units, reconfiguration of the parking lot and removal 
of 52 ordinance-sized trees. 
 
This 7.42-acre site is located at 605 Blossom Hill Road between Canoas Creek 
and the State Route (SR)-85 off-ramp in city of San Jose.  It is located within the 
Priority Development Area identified in the Plan Bay Area 2040 and within the 
Transit Priority Areas defined in the California Public Resources Code, Section 
21099.  
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“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation 
system to enhance California’s economy and livability” 

Travel Demand Analysis 
With the enactment of Senate Bill (SB) 743, Caltrans is focused on maximizing 
efficient development patterns, innovative travel demand reduction strategies, 
and multimodal improvements.  For more information on how Caltrans assesses 
Transportation Impact Studies, please review Caltrans’ Transportation Impact 
Study Guide.  The detailed Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) analysis should include 
the following: 

● A VMT analysis pursuant to the City’s guidelines.  Projects that result in 
automobile VMT per capita above the threshold of significance for 
existing (i.e. baseline) city-wide or regional values for similar land use types 
may indicate a significant impact. If necessary, mitigation for increasing 
VMT should be identified. Mitigation should support the use of transit and 
active transportation modes. Potential mitigation measures that include 
the requirements of other agencies such as Caltrans are fully enforceable 
through permit conditions, agreements, or other legally-binding 
instruments under the control of the City. 

● A schematic illustration of walking, biking and auto conditions at the 
project site and study area roadways. Potential safety issues for all road 
users should be identified and fully mitigated.   

● The project’s primary and secondary effects on pedestrians, bicycles, 
travelers with disabilities and transit performance should be evaluated, 
including countermeasures and trade-offs resulting from mitigating VMT 
increases. Access to pedestrians, bicycle, and transit facilities must be 
maintained. 

● Clarification of the intensity of events/receptions to be held at the 
location and how the associated travel demand and VMT will be 
mitigated. 

Highway Operations 
The project applicant shall perform queuing analysis for the ramp terminal 
intersections listed below.  Vehicle queues due to the project added traffic shall 
be accommodated within the ramps and freeway traffic shall not be impacted.  
If the project generated traffic impacts ramp operations, the impact shall be 
mitigated, or a fair share contribution shall be allocated for the mitigation.  The 
project applicant shall coordinate with the City of San Jose and Caltrans for 
proposed mitigation(s), if there are any impacts due to the project. 
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“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation 
system to enhance California’s economy and livability” 

• Blossom Hill Road East Eastbound (EB) to SR-85 Southbound 
(SB)/Northbound (NB) on-ramps; and 
 

• SR-85 SB/NB off-ramps to Blossom Hill Road 

Multimodal Planning 
Caltrans recommends that the bike lanes and intersection crossings on Blossom 
Hill Road be improved as part of the project, especially along this block and at 
the nearby freeway off-ramp.  Suggested improvements may include green 
striping, protected bicycle crossing, left-turn bike boxes, and right-turn bike 
pockets.  Caltrans recommends installing pedestrian improvements at the off-
ramp crossing, such as Americans with Disability Act (ADA) ramps and high 
visibility crossing.  To help ease the access to/from the light rail station and the 
new bus stop, a clearly marked and well-established bike/pedestrian pathway is 
also recommended between the Blossom Hill Road, the new bus stop and the 
light rail station.   

The lead agency may also consider upgrading the current 4-feet bike lane to at 
least 5 feet, given that the current travel lane with 15-feet width could allow for 
a 5-feet bike lane, a 1-foot buffer, and an 11-feet bus parking location to 
prevent the bus from blocking the bicyclists’ travel way while still maintain a 12-
feet vehicle way. 

In addition, please consider installing wayfinding measures at both the bus stops 
and the Light Rail entrance tunnel to direct passengers to and from the bus and 
light rail system via the tree-lined sidewalk, which would help better reserve the 
Emergency Vehicle Access Easement (EVAE) for emergency vehicles when 
needed. 

Traffic Safety 
A single ADA curb ramp design may not be appropriate for this location.  Please 
consider using the two-ramp design as shown in Caltrans Standard Plan A88A – 
Detail A – Typical Two-Ramp Corner Installation.  The design can be viewed at 
http://ppmoe.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/project plans/highway plans/stdplans US
-customary-units 18/viewable pdf/a88a.pdf.   

The exposed end of the concrete curb and sidewalk could be a tripping 
hazard, therefore please consider installing Asphalt Concrete (AC) Dike Type E 
from the end of the new concrete curb to the existing AC Dike Type E and 
backfill behind the new AC Dike.   
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“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation 
system to enhance California’s economy and livability” 

Also, please explain how pedestrian traffic would be handled during the curb 
ramp and sidewalk construction and show the pedestrian detour plans in the 
Draft EIR.   

If temporary construction easement would be needed to construct the curb, 
please consult Julie McDaniel, the District Office Chief from Caltrans Right-of-
Way (ROW) Department, via julie.mcdaniel@dot.ca.gov. 

Landscape Architecture 
Please include Caltrans ROW lines in the site plans and provide tree protection 
of any existing trees within Caltrans ROW if needed. 

Lead Agency 
As the Lead Agency, the City of San Jose is responsible for all project mitigation, 
including any needed improvements to the State Transportation Network (STN). 
The project’s fair share contribution, financing, scheduling, implementation 
responsibilities and lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all 
proposed mitigation measures.  
 
Construction-Related Impacts & Encroachment Permit 
Please be advised that any permanent work or temporary traffic control that 
encroaches onto the ROW requires a Caltrans-issued encroachment permit. The 
IS/MND indicates that a temporary encroachment onto the State ROW would 
be expected during construction on SR-85.  Note that potential impacts to the 
State ROW from project-related temporary access points should be analyzed.  
Project work that requires movement of oversized or excessive load vehicles on 
state roadways requires a transportation permit issued by Caltrans. Prior to 
construction, coordination may be required with Caltrans to develop a 
Transportation Management Plan (TMP) to reduce construction traffic impacts 
to SR-85.  For more information, and to apply, visit: 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/transportation-permits. 

As part of the encroachment permit submittal process, you may be asked by 
the Office of Encroachment Permits to submit a completed encroachment 
permit application package, digital set of plans clearly delineating the State 
ROW, digital copy of signed, dated and stamped (include stamp expiration 
date) traffic control plans, this comment letter, your response to the comment 
letter, and where applicable, the following items: new or amended 
Maintenance Agreement (MA), approved Design Standard Decision Document 
(DSDD), approved encroachment exception request, and/or airspace lease 
agreement.  Your application package may be emailed to 
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County of Santa Clara 
Parks and Recreation Department 
 
298 Garden Hill Drive 
Los Gatos, California 95032-7669 
(408) 355-2200  FAX (408) 355-2290 
Reservations (408) 355-2201 
www.parkhere.org 

 
November 16, 2020 
 
 
City of San Jose 
Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement 
Attn: Reema Mahamood 
200 East Santa Clara Street, 3rd Floor Tower 
San Jose, CA 95113-1905 
 
SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of an EIR for the Blossom Hill Station Mixed-Use Project 
 
 
Dear Reema Mahamood, 

 
The applicant is requesting a Special Use Permit to allow a Project within the Blossom Hill/Calahan 
Urban Village Plan area which includes the following: construction of a six-story mixed-use building 
with approximately 22,595 square feet of commercial space and up to 239 market-rate multi-family 
residential units, construction of a six-story multi-family residential building with 89 affordable units, 
reconfiguration of the VTA surface parking lot and station entrance, removal of 52 ordinance-size 
trees, and improvements to the Canoas Creek trail adjacent to the project site. 
 
In regards to this proposed project, the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department’s (County 
Parks Department) review is primarily focused on potential impacts related to the Santa Clara County 
Countywide Trails Master Plan Update (CWTMP) (1995) relative to countywide trail routes, public 
access and regional parks.  

 
The Canoas Creek Trail is an undeveloped trail route identified in the City of San Jose’s Trails Master 
Plan and also referenced in the Martial Cottle Park Master Plan as a looped trail system within the Park 
and extending from the Canoas Creek waterway. The Park is less than a quarter mile from the Blossom 
Hill VTA Station and is connected via a Valley Water creek maintenance road. The Canoas Creek trail 
will connect with the existing trails within Martial Cottle Park. The City envisions the trail system 
following the creek and permitting an off-street trail system to link the Highway 87 Bikeway to the 
Blossom Hill Light Rail Station located along Highway 85.  
 
The County Parks Department is in support of the proposed trail improvements and connection to 
Martial Cottle Park and the development’s efforts to collaborate with the Valley Transportation 



Board of Supervisors: Mike Wasserman, Cindy Chavez, Dave Cortese, Susan Ellenberg, S.Joseph Simitian  
 
County Executive: Jeffrey V. Smith 

 

 

Agency, County of Santa Clara and the City of San Jose to plan and develop appropriate new trail 
routes and expand local and regional trail systems. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity for County Parks Department to provide comments on the Blossom Hill 
Station Mixed-Use Development Project. If you have any additional questions, please email me at 
Kimberly.brosseau@prk.sccgov.org 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Kimberly Brosseau, AICP 
Senior Planner 



Joint Community Meeting and Environmental Scoping Meeting  
Blossom Hill Station TOD Project (Planning File Nos. SP20-012 and T20-012) 

October 13, 2020 

 

Comments made by the public included the following topics: 

• Traffic congestion in the area 
• Height of proposed buildings in relation to surrounding neighborhoods 
• Population of the affordable housing units 
• Trail connections 
• Security measures at VTA station and on light rail 
• Potential for homeless problems to exacerbate 
• Populations for Area Median Incomes 
• Guest parking 




