
                                                               

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-01
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  227-247 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-19-057 
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register status code.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
Significance: 
 
This building was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in a formal process 
(National Register status code “2”).      
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Page 1  of  3    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-02 
 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: 225 East Santa Clara Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 225 East Santa Clara Street     City San Jose      Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  467-19-075 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The commercial building at 225 East Santa Clara Street is a one-story reinforced concrete block building 
constructed circa 1954.  It has an ornate stucco-relief parapet on the facade (south side) supported by steel rods 
from the flat roof behind it.  The parapet exhibits Southeast Asian designs over the main entrance and at the 
building’s corners.  The entry is flanked by large replacement storefront windows sheltered by canvas awnings 
above them. The tiled entryway is recessed and has replacement aluminum frame doors with fixed windows on 
either side.  The windows and doors have retracting metal security gates.  There are various ventilation apparatus 
on the roof, and the west and south sides butt up against the adjacent buildings.     
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) 1-3 Story Commercial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northeast,  
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

May 30, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1954, Sanborn Maps, City 
Directories
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Elie M. Alcheck 
1000 Fremont Ave., Ste G 
Los Altos Hills, CA  94024 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss, M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 30, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  3       *NRHP Status Code  6                  

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-02 
 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    Offices / Commercial Building     B4.  Present Use:  Commercial Building      
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Commercial with contemporary Southeast Asian ornament
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Constructed ca. 1954; new façade in early 1980s
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 225 East Santa Clara Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is 
located east of the city’s original downtown grid.  As the city’s population increased in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, development expanded along East Santa Clara Street, yet the character of downtown 
remained a mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  Following World War II, there was an active 
campaign by the business community to attract non-agricultural related businesses to San Jose, but few new major 
buildings were constructed in the downtown area during the immediate post-war period.  Instead, most of the 
major commercial and governmental development occurred in the city’s suburbs.  Residential neighborhoods 
adjacent to Santa Clara Street, however,  remained viable and local civic institutions, such as the Methodist church 
adjacent to this property, continued to expand their facilities during this period.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1950-1962); City Directories (various years); County 
Assessor records as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002; Building 
Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, 
San Jose West (1898-1978). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 



 
 
 
 
Page 3  of  3     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-02 
*Recorded by S. Hotchkiss, M. Bunse   *Date  May 30, 2002    ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The building at 225 East Santa Clara Street was built circa 1954 and represents the type of small commercial 
buildings built in or near downtown San Jose during the early 1950s.  The building was used in the 1950s and 
1960s as a physician’s office.  It was likely constructed to either expand the medical facilities located next door in 
the Medico-Dental Building (now Vintage Towers) at 227 East Santa Clara Street, built in 1928, or it was built to 
take advantage of the patient traffic that used that building.  The building at 225 East Santa Clara later became the 
S.J. Footcare Clinic in the 1970s.  As with other businesses on East Santa Clara Street, this property was 
converted to serve the growing Vietnamese immigrant population.  Building permits indicate that the exterior of 
the building was altered in 1983, which coincides with the opening of the Ba Le Sandwich Shop.  The current 
Southeast Asian design façade appears to have been constructed at this time.1  It is currently occupied by the Anh 
Doa Sandwich Shop and Kim Vinh Jewelers. 
 
The property was constructed late in the commercial development of downtown San Jose, and does not appear to 
be significant within that context, or other events or trends with state, local, or national history (Criterion A).  
None of the people associated with this property appear to be significant to local history (Criterion B).  Although 
its contemporary façade is architecturally interesting, overall the building is a modest example of commercial 
architecture and does not appear to embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.  
It also does not appear to have been designed by a master architect, and it does not posses high artistic value 
(Criterion C).  In addition, the building has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history 
(Criterion D).  The building does not retain historic integrity from when it was originally constructed, and its 
1980s alterations do not have exceptional architectural importance.  Furthermore, this property has also been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 The building at 225 Santa Clara Street can been seen without the facade ornamentation in a photograph accompanying a 1963 article on the adjacent 
building.  “Landmark San Jose Medico-Dental Building  Sold,” San Jose Mercury (October 4, 1963) 29. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  6      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-03 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 24 North 5th Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 24 North 5th Street City San Jose Zip 95112   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  467-19-073 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
This simple Spanish Revival building, located at 24 North 5th Street, is the administration and social hall building 
for the First United Methodist Church, which burned in 1991.  This building, constructed in 1951, sits on the 
northern portion of the parcel facing North 5th Street (Photograph 1).  The two-story building was originally L-
shaped, constructed of reinforced concrete with a cross gable tile roof.  A subsequent addition constructed in 1961 
enlarged the footprint and the building now has an irregular shape.  The asymmetrical façade is composed of a 
central entrance featuring double leaf doors, a simple pedimented entry, and a glazed transom as shown in 
Photograph 2.  (See Continuation Sheet). 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP16) Religious Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera 
facing north, May 29, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1951 and 1961, Historic Resources 
Evaluation 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

First Methodist Episcopal Church 
24 North 5th Street 
San Jose, CA  95112 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 29, 2002 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  6       *NRHP Status Code  6                 

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-03 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    administration; social hall    B4.  Present Use:  administration; social hall; church
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Spanish Revival
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1951, alterations 1961
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 24 North 5th Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This building, and its 
addition to the north, survived a fire in 1991 that destroyed the original 1911 church building that was located just 
to the south at the corner of North 5th Street and East Santa Clara Street.  The building at 24 North 5th Street was 
previously surveyed in 2002 by Ward Hill and Glory Anne Laffey for the report entitled “Historic Background 
and Building Evaluation for the Civic Plaza EIR.”  However, a DPR 523 form was not prepared for this building 
because it did not appear to be eligible for either the California Register of Historic Resources or the City of San 
Jose Inventory of Historic Resources at that time.  As a result, this property is fully documented in this form and 
evaluated for its eligibility for listing in the National Register.  (See Continuation Sheet). 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Thomas Brothers Block Book, San Jose 
(ca. 1921-1941); County Assessor records as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser/Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 17, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 



 
 
 
 
Page 3  of  6     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-03 
*Recorded by Meta Bunse   *Date  May 29, 2002  ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P3a. Description (continued): 
 
Three arched windows with three-light casement windows and arched transoms appear at this entry on the 
building’s first floor.  These windows have simple surrounds and sills.  On the second story the fenestration 
consists of a band of six metal casement windows with a continuous sill and simple column mullions.  On the 
northern side of the central entry is a projecting bay with an arched stained glass window and a 
pendentive/balconette.  The addition on the northern side of the building is two stories tall, constructed of 
reinforced concrete with a prominent brick veneer wall facing North 5th Street and a band of windows on the 
northern side of the building (Photograph 3).   
 
The south side of the building is largely unadorned (Photograph 4).  A brick veneer wall was added to this corner 
of the building to visually link it with the 1961 addition to the north.  A metal single leaf door is inset on this side 
and the fenestration consists of regularly metal spaced casement windows arranged singly and in triple 
arrangements with canvas awnings.  The L-shape portion of the building has a flat parapet roof.   A wing with 
multi-light industrial metal sash extends east from the main building and can be seen from East Santa Clara Street.   
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The downtown grid system of San Jose was surveyed and laid out in 1847, creating a downtown area bound by 
Julian, 11th, Reed, and Market Streets, and consisting of primarily residential lots dotted with religious buildings.  
A concentration of commercial lots appeared around Market Street.  As the population increased, the area known 
as San Jose’s downtown grew outward and commercial properties also expanded vertically in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, yet the character of the downtown area remained a mixture of residential and 
commercial until the 1930s.  An active campaign by the business community after World War II sought to attract 
non-agricultural related businesses to San Jose.  With an economic base dependent upon the electronic and 
defense industries, multi-story nineteenth and twentieth century commercial buildings currently characterize the 
downtown area.   Additionally, city and county governmental agencies center around Market Plaza.1   
 
The First United Methodist Church once located on this parcel was the center for the oldest Methodist 
congregation in San Jose, and the building itself was an outstanding example of Mission Revival style 
architecture, representative of the interest in regional architecture.  This site was the third location of the church 
and it was dedicated in September 1911.  The office building addressed on this form was constructed in 1951 to 
accommodate the social hall and offices of the church.2  The church purchased the parcel adjacent to the sanctuary 
to build this office, and two dwellings that stood on the parcel were demolished to accommodate construction.  
The building at 24 North 5th Street was constructed in a simple Spanish Revival style to compliment the original 
church building but was much more understated in its ornamentation than the church.  In 1961, another addition 
was constructed on the northern side of the office building to accommodate the need for more space and house 
more church operations.   

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. Orsi, 
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. DeMers, 
Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design Group, “San Jose Downtown Historic 
Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31. 
2 Laffey also inventoried this property in an earlier survey conducted in 1992.  At the time neither historic significance under CEQA nor eligibility for 
the National Register were established.   



 
 
 
 
Page 4  of  6     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-03 
*Recorded by Meta Bunse   *Date  May 29, 2002  ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
For religious properties to be eligible for the National Register they must not only meet one or more of the 
standard significance criteria (A, B, C, or D),  they must also qualify under Criteria Consideration A regarding 
religious properties.  Buildings can be found eligible under this consideration based on their artistic or 
architectural merit, or for association with important historical or cultural events or trends.  The property at 24 
North 5th Street does not appear to meet these components of Criteria Consideration A.  The original church may 
have been eligible based on artistic merit, but this building at 24 North 5th Street by itself does not appear to be a 
significant example of Spanish Revival style architecture.  It lacks many of the character-defining features of the 
style such as elaborate door and window surrounds, Spanish Revival medallions and tile work, and decorative iron 
work.  The building does have some of the simple details that are evocative of the style, but they do not define the 
building as a significant example of Spanish Revival architecture.  Therefore this building does not appear to be  
significant either under Criterion C, or under Criteria Consideration A.  In addition, the building does not appear 
to be significant for its association with historical or cultural trends under Criterion A or Criteria Consideration A.  
The main church itself may have had significant cultural association for the City of San Jose, but the building 
treated by this form does not appear to be historically significant within the development of the city.  Originally 
designed to serve as a supporting building to the church, this building lacks integrity as well as significance.  The 
loss of the original church has severely compromised the setting and design of the original site as has the 
construction of the 1961 addition to the north.  The building at 24 North 5th Street does not appear to have 
important associations with any people significant to local, state, national history (Criterion B), nor has the 
building yielded, or will likely yield, information important to our history (Criterion D).   Furthermore, this 
property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the 
criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 



 
 
 
 
Page 5  of  6     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-03 
*Recorded by Meta Bunse   *Date  May 29, 2002  ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)  

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

Photographs (continued):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 2.  Front side of the building, brick wall added to the south 
corner of the building, camera facing northeast, October 3, 2002. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      P
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

hotograph 3.  Front of 1961 addition, camera facing east, October 3, 2002. 



 
 
 
 
Page 6  of  6     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-03 
*Recorded by Meta Bunse   *Date  May 29, 2002  ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
Photographs (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 4.  Southern side of the building, camera facing north, October 3, 2002. 



 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  1     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-04 
*Recorded by Julia Cheney   *Date  October 1, 2002    Continuation   ⌧ Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P1.  Other Identifier: 31 North 5th Street (Saal House)
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the previous survey of 31 North 5th Street completed in 2002 by Ward Hill and Glory Anne Laffey for 
the report entitled, “Historical Background and Building Evaluation for the Civic Plaza Project EIR.”  The 
building has been field checked since this survey and there have been no changes to the exterior of the residence 
since that time.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous inventory and evaluation did not evaluate this property for historical and architectural significance 
under National Register criteria, although it did evaluate the property for eligibility for inclusion in the California 
Register of Historic Resources.  The report concluded that the house did not appear eligible for the California 
Register because the house lacked historic significance as well as integrity.  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
prepared this update form in order to apply National Register Criteria for the building, and concluded that it does 
not appear to meet those criteria, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.   
 
Constructed in about 1904, the house was one of four identical houses built by Adelaide A. Cheney, the widow of 
Cortez Cheney.  Mrs. Cheney demolished an older dwelling on the parcel to build these four houses.  She lived in 
the house at 33 North 5th Street and rented out the other dwellings, including the residence at 31 North 5th Street.  
In 1935, Henry C. Saal purchased the house, and living there until his death in 1953.  After Saal died, his wife, 
Wilda I. Saal, operated a rooming house from the residence until the 1970s.   
 
The property at 31 North 5th Street does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, 
or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its owners or inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  Adelaide Cheney and Henry C. Saal do not appear 
to have been significant within local history or to have made significant contributions within their fields of 
endeavor.  This building does not appear to be a significant example of a period, type, or method of construction.  
The residence lacks integrity, and modifications such as stucco siding, replacement windows and doors, enclosing  
the porch, and the construction of the addition located at the rear of the building have obscured its historic 
appearance.  Although the property appears to be the work of a master local architectural firm, Wolfe and 
McKenzie, it does not appear to retain sufficient integrity to convey that significance (Criterion C).  The property 
also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Because this building 
does not retain integrity to its period of significance, it does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National 
Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this 
historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110, Davis, CA  95616 







 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  2     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-05 
*Recorded by Kathleen Kennedy   *Date  September 18, 2002    Continuation   ⌧ Update  
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P1.  Other Identifier: 40 North 4th Street (The Fox Building) 
 
P3a Description: 
 
Attached is a copy of the previous survey and inventory form for the building at North 4th Street prepared in 2002 
by Ward Hill for the report entitled “Historical Background and Building Evaluation for the Civic Plaza EIR.” 
This building has been field checked and since that survey there have been no changes to the exterior of the 
building.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey did not evaluate the historical and architectural significance of the building at 40 North 4th 
Street under National Register criteria and at the time only evaluated the building for inclusion in the California 
Register of Historic Resources.  That evaluation concluded that this building appears eligible for the California 
Register under Criterion 1, for its association with a locally significant business, Marcovits and Fox Recycling.  In 
addition, the building also appeared eligible under Criterion 3 as an important example of industrial building 
design by locally significant architect Louis Theodore Lenzen.   This update was prepared to evaluate this 
building under National Register criteria and, despite the building’s loss of some historic integrity, concludes that 
it appears to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  The building also continues to appear significant 
under the California Register criteria and thus, it appears to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA 
because it was evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria 
outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code.  As discussed below, the Fox Building 
appears to be significant only under Criterion C (and Criterion 3) for its architecture.  This significance is based 
on its distinctive characteristics of type, period, and method of construction.  Based on additional research 
conducted for this current survey, the Fox Building does not appear to be significant as the work of a master 
architect, and it does not appear to be importantly associated within any significant historic event, trend, or person 
in San Jose history (Criterion A/1 and B/2). 
 
The property at 40 North 4th Street does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, 
or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to 
local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial building at 40 North 4th Street was designed by 
Louis Theodore Lenzen for Milton Fox in 1919.  By 1930, Markovits & Fox established an iron goods and 
machinery shop in the Fox Building, shifting to operation as a junk dealer from the mid 1930s through 1945.  The 
interior of the shop was renovated for use as cold storage during the late 1940s, when J.W. McIver occupied the 
facility as frozen food lockers.  At the same time, J.T. Barnett occupied the upstairs office space with his 
accounting firm.  The 2640th United States Air Reserve Center utilized the building as a school by 1955, 
remaining through the early 1960s.  Despite the earlier evaluation’s conclusion that this property appeared to be 
significant for its association with Milton Fox and his metal recycling business, research undertaken for the 
current project did not indicate that Fox was significant within San Jose.  Furthermore, despite the conclusions of 
the previous evaluation, it does not appear that Markovits and Fox were particularly important within San Jose’s 
industrial development during the 1910s.  It is also unclear why the business was called out as particularly 
important within the city’s Jewish community, besides the business’s longevity.  Under Criterion C, it appears that 
while Louis Theodore Lenzen was himself a prolific architect and the son of San Jose’s most prominent 
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nineteenth century architects, Theodore Lenzen, he does not appear to have designed important works that would 
qualify him as a master architect.  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information 
for history (Criterion D).    
 
The Fox Building does appear to be significant under Criterion C for embodying distinctive architectural 
characteristics of type, period, and method of construction as an important example, on the local level, of early 
twentieth century Mission Revival style used for an industrial building.  During the late nineteenth century, 
architects, artists, and tourists promoted the indigenous architectural qualities of the ruins of California’s 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century Spanish and Mexican missions, setting off a popular revival of mission 
style architecture in a great variety of building types.  At the time, Mission architecture represented one of the 
outstanding reminders that California could claim a colonial heritage, much as eastern states could in their 
English, Dutch, and French colonial architecture.  The desire for colonial heritage and its architectural expressions 
widened as immigration and tourism grew in California.  Dissemination of Mission Revival began with major 
public buildings and the houses of the wealthy, but quickly spread to other building types and functions such as 
train depots, schools, libraries, churches, and commercial / industrial buildings.  Inevitably, it was used − rather 
widely − in speculative suburban residential development.  Designers used Mission Revival and, later, Spanish 
Eclectic styles as the dominant residential design in towns like Santa Barbara in the 1920s.   
 
Mission Revival’s expansive use occurred, in part, because it was supported by the Arts and Crafts movement as 
well as by the concrete industry.  To the Arts and Crafts movement, the image of the missions was evocative of 
tranquil and meaningful existence as well as a simpler time in California’s past.  To promoters of cement 
products, like the Portland Cement Company, the missions could be linked to the austere aesthetic of concrete.  
Many architects saw Mission Revival as a way to use a popular historic revival with the latest technological 
innovations in concrete, including reinforced concrete.  Thus, it could be effectively used in industrial buildings 
such as the Fox Building.1  During the first decades of the twentieth century advances were made in the strength 
and use of concrete as a construction material.  Adapting improved concrete to new areas of construction, the 
manufacturers promoted their product for its versatility as well as being an inexpensive means to achieve a variety 
of popular styles.  The Mission style proved to be the most adaptable to the use of concrete, and various industrial 
buildings were constructed.   While the Fox Building lacks some of the detail found on other, and earlier, higher 
style Mission Revival buildings, such as a tile roof, bell towers, arcaded openings, and detailed Spanish-
influenced ornamentation, this building has several of the character-defining features of the style, resulting in a 
modest expression of Mission Revival used for industrial buildings of the period.  These features are its plain 
stucco walls, curved parapet wall, cantilevered cornice with decorative brackets, and the inset decorative door 
surround and wall indentures. Few of examples of the decorative concrete industrial buildings remain; 40 North 
4th Street appears to be a rare example of this chapter of industrial construction in San Jose. 
 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris / Amanda Blosser

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California  95616 
 

                                                 
1 Harold Kirker, Old Forms on a New Land: California Architecture in Perspective (Niwot, CO: Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1991), 44-46, 60-63; and 
Karen J. Weitze, California Mission Revival (Los Angeles: Hennessey and Ingalls, 1984), 4-12, 45-47, 66, 79, 96-103, 113-129. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 21 North 5th Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 21 North 5th Street City San Jose Zip 95112   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  467-20-010 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
The building at 21 North 5th Street, constructed in 1956, is rectangular in plan, faces east, and currently operates 
as Pacific Car Wash.   The concrete block walls have been stuccoed over and the flat roof, covered by tar and 
gravel, features narrow eaves.  A large garage bay on the façade is flanked by access doors (Photograph 1).  A 
sign above the garage bay that reads “Pacific Car Wash Since 1950,” is accompanied by an original Googie 
design sign atop a metal pole located at the forefront of the parcel (Photograph 2).  An addition is located at the 
rear of the building.   
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

northeast, May 29, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1956, County Assessor’s Record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Tzong & Min Lee 
4421 Desin Drive 
San Jose, CA  95118 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9. Date Recorded: September 18, 2002   
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Pacific Car Wash
B3.  Original Use:    car wash   B4.  Present Use:  car wash      
*B5.  Architectural Style:   none
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1956
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 21 North 5th Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The downtown grid 
system of San Jose was surveyed and laid out in 1847, creating a downtown area bound by Julian, 11th, Reed, and 
Market Streets, and consisting of primarily residential lots dotted with religious buildings.  A concentration of 
commercial lots appeared around Market Street.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Thomas Brothers Block Book, San Jose 
(ca. 1921-1941); County Assessor records as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online 
service, 2002. 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 25, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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 B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
As the population increased, the area known as San Jose’s downtown grew outward and commercial properties 
also expanded vertically in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, yet the character of the downtown 
area remained a mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  An active campaign by the business 
community after World War II sought to attract non-agricultural related businesses to San Jose, and the growing 
automobile culture also brought business such as the car wash to 21 North 5th Street into the area.1   
 
Located on the northwest corner of North 5th Street and West Santa Clara Street, this building has operated as a 
car wash since its construction in 1956.  However, research did not indicate that this building had important 
associations with events or trends in state, local, or national history.  Nor do any of its owners or inhabitants 
appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building does 
not embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  Although the original 1950s business sign is a good example 
of Googie design, it is not architecturally significant and is one of many throughout the San Jose area.  The 
property does not appear to be a significant example of its type, period, or method of construction, nor is it the 
work of a master architect or of high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely 
yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the property has been modified with the 
addition located at the rear of the building.  Thus, not only does the property lack historical and architectural 
significance, it also lacks a degree of historic integrity.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. Orsi, 
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush  (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. 
DeMers, Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design Group, “San Jose Downtown 
Historic Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P
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hotograph 2.  Car wash sign, camera facing 
northwest, September 18, 2002.   
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P1.  Other Identifier:  179-181 East Santa Clara Street (Joseph Re Barbershop) 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 2002 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 179-181 East Santa Clara Street, 
completed by Ward Hill and Glory Anne Laffey for the report entitled “Historic Background and Building 
Evaluation for the Civic EIR.”  This form presented a brief description and history of the property.  The building 
has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous evaluation. 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous form concluded that the building did not meet the criteria for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Places, but did not evaluate the building for its historic significance under National Register of Historic 
Places criteria.  JRP Historical Consulting Services created this form to apply National Register criteria to the 
building, and concludes that it does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register, or as a historical 
resource for the purposes of CEQA. 
 
Under Criterion A, the building at 179-181 East Santa Clara Street does not appear to have important associations 
with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history, and is instead one of many small one-part 
commercial block buildings that were constructed on the edge of the mercantile district in San Jose.  As the City 
of San Jose grew during the 1920s, small commercial businesses began to spread out from the historic downtown 
core.  This building, constructed in 1924 as a barbershop, is typical of the buildings constructed during this period 
and does not have importance within this historical context.  Joseph Re, a barber, and his wife, Theresa Re, a 
confectioner, owned and operated businesses out of this building, however they do not appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history, or their respective fields of endeavor (Criterion B).  In 
addition, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or method of construction 
(Criterion C).  A Spanish Revival one part commercial block, this type and style of building is common 
throughout California, and was particularly popular in the 1920s.  The building at 179-181 East Santa Clara Street 
does not appear to be a significant example of either this style or the architectural type.  Additionally, changes to 
the building, such as the installation of replacement windows and doors, have resulted in a loss of integrity.  In 
rare instances, building themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction 
materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be 
a principal source of important information in this regard.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 

  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
Davis, California, 95616 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 167-175 East Santa Clara Street 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached are copies of the 1992 and 1998 inventory and evaluation forms for the building located at 167-171 East 
Santa Clara Street.  These forms, described below, provided brief descriptions and histories of this building.  The 
building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous inventories and evaluations. 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance: 

  
The first of the previous evaluations, completed by Glory Anne Laffey for the City of San Jose in 1992, did not 
address either historic significance under CEQA or eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places.  The 
second form, completed in 1998 by Laffey and Ward Hill for the report entitled “Historic Background and 
Building Evaluation for the Civic EIR,” found the building ineligible for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources, but did not evaluate it under National Register of Historic Places criteria.   
 
This form has been created to update the previous inventories and evaluate the building at 167-171 East Santa 
Clara Street under National Register criteria.  This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the 
National Register.  It does not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends in local, 
state, or national history (Criterion A).  Constructed in 1926 by Megna & Newell Contractors for Crane, Pasco, 
and Smith, it has served a number of commercial businesses, including San Jose Seed Co., owned by Louis 
Morse; Burns’ Mattress Company; and the U.S. Office of Price Administration Ration Board No. 32.  None of 
these tenants appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  Under 
Criterion C, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or method of construction.  
A Spanish Revival one part commercial block, this type and style of building is common throughout California.  
This example does not appear to be a significant example of either the Spanish Revival style or the one part 
commercial block.  Additionally, changes to the building such as installation of replacement windows and doors, 
new siding material, and the infilling of original openings have resulted in a loss of integrity.  In rare instances, 
building themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or 
technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal 
source of important information in this regard.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in 
these guidelines. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 

  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
Davis, California, 95616
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P1.  Other Identifier: 101-109 East Santa Clara Street (Alliance Building) 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is a copy of the 1998 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 101-109 East Santa Clara 
Street, completed by Ward Hill and Glory Anne Laffey for the report entitled “Historic Background and Building 
Evaluation for the Civic Plaza EIR.”  The form presented a brief description and history of this building.  The 
building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous evaluation. 
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey found that the building did not appear eligible for the California Register of Historical 
Resources, but did not evaluate the building for its historic significance under National Register of Historic Places 
criteria.  This update, prepared to apply National Register criteria to this building, concludes that the Alliance 
Building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.   
 
The Alliance Building at 101-109 East Santa Clara Street does not appear to have important associations with 
significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  Constructed in 1908, this Neoclassical 
two part commercial building served as the offices of the Alliance Land Company and several other businesses 
including restaurants, retail shops, and professional offices on the second floor.  However, none of these tenants 
appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history, and therefore this property does 
not appear to be eligible under Criterion B.  Under Criterion C, this building does not appear to be a significant 
example of a type, period, or method of construction.  Designed by Charles McKenzie, a local San Jose architect, 
this building does not appear to be a significant example of either the Neoclassical style or the two part block 
commercial building.  In fact, this building lacks many of the details that define the Neoclassical style.  In rare 
instances, building themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials 
or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a 
principal source of important information in this regard.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser  

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 

Davis, California, 95616 
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  142-150 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-23-035
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  138 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-23-036
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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P1.  Other Identifier: 130-134 East Santa Clara Street    
 
P3a.  Description:   
 

There have been no major changes to the exterior of this building since the time of the previous surveys in 1982 
and 1991. 
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
B10.  Significance:   
 

The San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District was nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1982, and the State Historic Preservation Office has since concurred.  When the Historic District was 
nominated, the building at 130-134 East Santa Clara Street was identified as a non-contributing structure.1  The 
building was re-evaluated in 1992 and that form is attached to this update.  That evaluation agreed that the 
building did not make an architectural contribution to the Historic District, but that it retained some historical 
significance for its association with the original owner Louis Henning.2  The California Historic Resources 
Inventory currently identifies the building as not eligible for the National Register.  This form was created to 
clarify and update the previous evaluations.  While the building is associated with Louis Henning, that association 
does not appear to warrant its eligibility for inclusion in the National Register because the building lacks integrity, 
so the findings in the 1982 nomination and the Historic Resources Inventory remain valid.  The building at 130-
134 East Santa Clara Street does not appear to be a contributing element to the San Jose Downtown Commercial 
District Historic District based largely on its lack of historic integrity that would convey its historic and 
architectural significance.  The property continues to lack that historic integrity and thus does not appear to be 
eligible for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this building has been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California, 95616

                                                 
1 Bonnie Bamburg, “San Jose Downtown Commercial District National Register Nomination,”  1980, item 7, 2.  See Map Reference 
#12-10 for copy of National Register nomination form.  
2 Glory Anne Laffey, “Historic Resources Inventory, Survey Ref. No. 103, Henning’s Meat Market,” 1992, 1-2.   Although this form 
gave a National Register Status Code of 1D (Listed in the National Register as a Contributor to a Listed District) to the property, the 
intent of the evaluation seems to have been to recommend the property as ineligible for the National Register.   
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P5a.  Photograph: 
 

 
Photograph 1.  130-134 East Santa Clara Street (left), September 17, 2002. 
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  124-126 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-23-038
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  114-118 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-23-039
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  100 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-23-089
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  4      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-16 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 97 East Santa Clara Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 97 East Santa Clara Street  City San Jose Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  467-21-004 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The building at 97 East Santa Clara Street was constructed in the early 1880s, and has since been heavily 
modified.  The building is two stories high with retail space on the first floor and residential apartments on the 
second.  It is capped with a flat roof and has no cornice or other detailing at the roofline.  The walls of the second 
story are clad with stucco and set with metal casement windows consisting of six lights.  Some windows are 
unadorned without lintels, sills or trim, and they all appear to be 1940s replacements.  The ground floor of the 
building serves as retail space, with walls of brick and storefronts on both East Santa Clara and North 3rd Streets.  
The two storefronts on East Santa Clara Street are framed by oak with fixed pane lights and single leaf 
commercial doors.  (See Continuation Sheet)  
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) 1-3 Story Commercial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northwest, September 18, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

early 1880s, County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Suzanne and Fernand Wagner 
623 Lomita Avenue 
Millbrae, CA 94030  
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    
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DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    commercial/residential     B4.  Present Use:  commercial/residential
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Two-part commercial block
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built early 1880s, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The downtown grid system of San Jose was 
surveyed and laid out in 1847, creating a downtown area bound by Julian, 11th, Reed, and Market Streets, and 
consisting of primarily residential lots dotted with religious buildings.  A concentration of commercial lots 
appeared around Market Street.  As the population increased, the area known as San Jose’s downtown grew 
outward and commercial properties also expanded vertically in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
yet the character of the downtown area remained a mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  (See 
Continuation Sheet)  
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950) Santa Clara (1884); City Directories 
(various years); Santa Clara County Property Records; 
Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-1978). 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 26, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The side facing North 3rd Street contains a central single leaf door flanked by two pilasters clad with stucco.  This 
entryway has a storefront on either side, each either infilled with stucco walls or new windows.  The central entry 
is sheltered with a canvas awning, as shown in Photograph 2.  The storefronts have been heavily altered with 
little historic fabric remaining.   
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
An active campaign by the business community after World War II sought to attract non-agricultural related 
businesses to San Jose.  With an economic base dependent upon the electronic and defense industries, multistory 
nineteenth and twentieth century commercial buildings currently characterize the downtown area.  Additionally, 
city and county governmental agencies center around Market Plaza.1   
 
The building at 97 East Santa Clara Street was part of the Opera House Block, which was constructed to replace 
the 1870 Brohaska Opera House that burned in 1881.  After the fire, this portion of the block, comprised of 95-97 
East Santa Clara Street, was rebuilt.  This particular portion of the block appears on historic mapping in 1884 as a 
one-story commercial building with three storefronts along East Santa Clara Street and a shed located behind the 
building on North 3rd Street.  By 1915, historic mapping shows that the building footprint was enlarged, extending 
further back on the parcel and incorporating the shed as a new storefront.  A three-story, projecting bay was added 
to the corner of East Santa Clara and North 3rd Streets, as well as to the storefront on East Santa Clara Street.  This 
bay has since been removed.2  At this time, the second floor of the building served as apartments and a staircase 
was located on North 3rd Street.  Known as the Lester Apartments, the units housed eight tenants in 1920, with 
Mrs. Dora Monaghetti serving as the resident manager.  A drug store operated by Burton Laughlin was located on 
the ground floor for many years.  The Laughlin Pharmacy remained in the corner store until 1940, when it was 
listed in city directories as vacant.  Several businesses, including two restaurants, a real estate agent, a beauty 
shop, and a barbershop, were located in this building over the years.  The building again underwent remodeling to 
its current appearance, although it is unknown when these renovations occurred.  Based on physical evidence it 
appears that these alterations were made in the 1940s, and again more recently.   
 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Under Criterion A, the building does not appear to 
be significant within the development of the commercial district in downtown San Jose, or other events or trends 
in local, state, or national history.   Although an early building in downtown San Jose, it does not retain historic 
integrity to the time of its initial construction, and therefore has little visible link to that time.  The property does 
not appear to have associations with people who have made significant contributions to local, state, or national 
history (Criterion B).  Past tenants and residents of Lester Apartments do not appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history.  This building has been heavily altered and retains very little 

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. Orsi, 
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush  (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. 
DeMers, Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design Group, “San Jose Downtown 
Historic Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31. 
2 None of this information could be confirmed with San Jose City Building Permits since there were not any on file for this building.   
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historic fabric, making it difficult to identify the original style or type of construction.  Because it retains so little 
historic integrity, it does not appear to be a significant example of a period, type, or method of construction 
(Criterion C).  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not 
appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         *Required Information 

Photograph 2.  Storefront on North 3rd Street,  
camera facing west, September 18, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 91 East Santa Clara Street (Opera House Block)
 
P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 2002 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 91 East Santa Clara Street, 
completed by Franklin Maggi for the report entitled “San Jose Downtown Historic Survey, for the City of San 
Jose” (August 2000) by Dill Design Group.  This form presented a comprehensive description and history of the 
Opera House Block.  This building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous 
evaluation.   
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
 
B10.  Significance: 
 
Franklin Maggi concluded that this building at 91 East Santa Clara Street could potentially contribute to the San 
Jose Downtown Commercial District National Register District if sufficient integrity existed for qualification in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  To be eligible for listing in the National Register a property must have 
both significance and integrity.  The Opera House Block does not appear to have important associations with 
significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  While the property was owned by 
Hugh Otter and subsequently by his family members, neither the family nor the family businesses, Mangrum & 
Otter, plumber and gas fitters, Erle’s Eagle Bakery (that occupied a portion of the building during the 1880s), nor 
any other occupants appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B). 
The building does not appear to be an important example of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion 
C), having undergone massive alterations to its exterior, as described below.  Nor does it appear to yield, or be 
likely to yield, information important to history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, the building lost considerable 
integrity when half of it was demolished in the late 1960s.  The façade was altered with stucco siding and 
replacement storefronts, as well.  Although it is possible that the original façade exists underneath the stucco, it is 
in fact altered and there have been no efforts to rehabilitate it since the alterations.  Therefore, this update 
concludes that because of a lack of historic integrity, as well as architectural and historical significance, the 
building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.   
 
While the San Jose City Historic Resources Inventory lists this property as a structure of merit, and eligible for the 
California Register, at this time the building does not appear to have sufficient integrity to be considered eligible 
for the California Register.  This property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this 
property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110
Davis, California, 95616
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  82 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-091
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  52 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-046 
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  42-48 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-041 and 467-22-042
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  36-40 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113  
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-043
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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P1.  Other Identifier:  37 Fountain Alley 
 
P3a.  Description:   
 
Attached is the 1992 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 37 Fountain Alley, completed by 
Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department.  This form presented a comprehensive description and 
history of this building.  This building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous 
evaluation.   
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
B10.  Significance: 

 
This building is located in the San Jose Downtown Commercial District National Register Historic District, which 
was listed in May 1983.  The building at that time was listed as a non-contributor to the district because it had no 
architectural or historical significance.1  Despite its original status as a non-contributor, this building was listed in 
the California Historical Resources Inventory System (CHRIS) list with a status of “1D” (Listed in the National 
Register as a contributor).  The building was also surveyed in a 1992 inventory and evaluation completed by 
Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department.  At that time, the building was also considered a non-
contributor, although the form lists the building with a National Register status “1D”.  JRP Historical Consulting 
Services prepared this form to clarify and update these previous surveys, and concludes that the building still 
appears to be a non-contributor to the district because it lacks historical and architectural significance, as well as 
integrity.  As a result, the National Register status for this property appears to be a “6” because it does not appear 
to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  
 
The building was originally constructed in about 1910 as a restaurant and had several tenants throughout the 
1920s up to the 1950s.  In 1954, the building was heavily altered for use as a restaurant and again was remodeled 
in 1959 for use as a photographer’s studio.  It was during this time that the façade of the building was clad with 
stucco and the storefronts altered.  As a result, the building maintains no integrity to its period of construction, and 
it does not appear to be eligible as a contributor to the district.  Furthermore, it appears to have been the intent of 
the original nomination of the district to identify this building as a non-contributor.  This property has also been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines.   
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
JRP Historical Consulting Services 

  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
Davis, California, 95616 

                                                 
1 Bonnie Bamburg, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form (August 1980).  A copy of this nomination form is 
attached to Map Reference #12-10. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 32 East Santa Clara Street
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Copies of the 1991 and 2002 inventory and evaluation forms for the building located at 32 East Santa Clara Street 
are attached.  The 1991 form was completed by Glory Anne Laffey of Archives and Architecture for the San Jose 
Planning Department and the 2002 form was completed by F. Maggi and C. Duval of Dill Design Group for the 
report entitled, “Historic Resources Assessment for the Mixed-Use Project and Expansion of the Century Center 
Redevelopment Plan Area EIR.” Both forms presented a brief description and history of the property.  The 
building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous evaluations. 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
*B10.  Significance:   
 
While the 1991 form included a brief description and history, it did not apply National Register of Historic Places 
criteria to the building.  The latter form included an evaluation for the California Register of Historical Resources, 
but did not evaluate the building as a distinct property under National Register criteria.  However, the 2002 form 
did determine that the building appeared to be a non-contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District (see Map Reference #12-10), because of its lack of integrity. 
 
Maggi stated that the property was not included as a distinct property in the 1982 National Register nomination 
for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District because of confusion about the address.  While 
the current address is not listed among the buildings contributing or not contributing to the district, the district’s 
location map does show the parcel on which 32 East Santa Clara Street is located as a non-contributor to the 
historic district.  This property is listed in the nomination as 36 East Santa Clara Street.  Although the adjacent 
property on parcel 467-22-043 is shown as a contributor, it is not listed in the nomination. An evaluation of the 
building at 32 East Santa Clara Street is included below, to clarify and update these previous surveys. 
 
This building does not appear to retain enough integrity to qualify for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places.  It was originally part of a larger building that included 28 East Santa Clara Street, and was constructed in 
1869 by Edward McLaughlin, and Theopolis and Socrates Kirk to house the McLaughlin and Ryland Bank.  It 
subsequently housed a number of commercial enterprises, including Charles J. Martin’s Dry Goods Store, an 
office for architect J.O. McKee, W.C. Covel’s print shop, Lucien Houriet’s jewelry store, the office of city 
developer T.S. Montgomery, Allen S. York’s print shop, the Security State and Savings Bank, and offices for real 
estate agents, before owner Bert Kirk remodeled the building in the late 1920s.  Kirk combined the upper floor 
with the adjacent property at 36-40 East Santa Clara Street.  By 1938, the downstairs portion of the building, what 
is now 32 East Santa Clara Street, was converted to restaurant space and acquired by Pete Sahines, who operated 
Gustav Sahines’ restaurant at this location.  
 
The building is part of the earliest extant bank building in San Jose, as Maggi and Duval point out, and appears to 
have important associations with significant local events in the context of commercial development in downtown 
San Jose.  Therefore, the building appears to meet Criterion A.  Although several of the tenants and owners of the 
building appear to have made significant contributions to local history, such as future mayor Charles J Martin, and 
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developer T.S. Montgomery, research did not reveal information suggesting that they made their contributions 
while associated with this property.  Therefore, the property does not appear to meet Criterion B.  Under Criterion 
C, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or method of construction because it 
has been severely altered from its original Italianate character.  Other, more intact examples of this style, such as 
the adjacent building at 28 East Santa Clara Street, exist in the San Jose area.  Additionally, changes to the 
building, including the removal of the original windows and the remodeling of the storefront facade during the 
1920s, have resulted in a loss of integrity.  The storefront level of the building has been severed from its original 
association with what is now the adjacent property to the west, further compromising its physical integrity.  
Because this building does not retain its integrity, it no longer conveys its historic significance under Criterion A, 
and therefore does not appear to be not eligible as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.  In rare instances, building themselves can serve as sources of important information about 
historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and 
does not appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  Furthermore, this property has 
been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined 
in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser / Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
Davis, California, 95616 

 
Photograph  
 

 

 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 

Photograph 1.  Camera facing southeast, September 18, 2002. 
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Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-24
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  31 Fountain Alley, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number: 467-22-039 
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
 
 
 

  
 



                                                                

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-25
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  28 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-045 
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier: 27-29 Fountain Alley, San Jose, CA  95113 
 

Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-038 
 
Description:   
 
This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing either as an individual building or as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
Significance: 
 
The building at 27-29 Fountain Alley has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places both as an 
individual building and as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy 
of the National Register of Historic Places nomination form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.   
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

  
 



                                                                

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-27
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  8-14 South 1st Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-22-097
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District 
Historic District.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District Historic District.  A copy of the National Register of Historic Places nomination 
form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial District Historic District, listed in the National Register on May 26, 
1983, is attached with Map Reference #12-10.      
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P1.  Other Identifier:  30-32 South 1st Street (O’Brien’s Candy Store)
 
P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 2002 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 30-32 South 1st Street, completed 
by Franklin Maggi for the report entitled “Historic Resources Assessment for the Mixed-Use Project and 
Expansion of the Century Center Redevelopment Plan Area EIR” (January 2002) by Dill Design Group.  This 
form presented a comprehensive description and history of the O’Brien’s Candy Store.  This building has been 
field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous evaluation.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 

 
B10.  Significance: 

 
Franklin Maggi concluded that the building at 30-32 South 1st Street appeared to be eligible for National Register 
Criteria under Criteria A and B if the original façade remained under the current stucco siding.  Some 
contradictions exist, however, in the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) list and the 
National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form for the San Jose Downtown Commercial 
District, written by Bonnie Bamburg in 1980 (see Map Reference #12-10).  The Nomination Form listed 30-32 
South 1st Street as a non-contributing element of the downtown historic commercial district, but the property was 
listed in the CHRIS list with a status code “1D”, indicating that it is a contributor to the downtown historic 
district.  The San Jose Un-reinforced Masonry survey conducted in 1991, did not recognize this building as 
significant because of modifications to the façade.   
 
The façade is in fact altered and there have been no efforts to rehabilitate it since its alteration.  Therefore, the 
conclusion of this update is that the building lacks the historic integrity to convey its significance and thus the 
building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, it appears to have 
been the intent of the original nomination of the district to identify this building as a non-contributor.  This 
property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the 
criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and the property does not appear to 
meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 

  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California, 95616
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Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-30
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  19 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-21-028
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register status code.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building was determined eligible for separate listing in the National Register of Historic Places by a 
consensus determination (National Register Status Code “2S2”). 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  17-25 East Santa Clara Street (Historic St. Francis Block) 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 2002 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 17-25 East Santa Clara Street, 
completed by Franklin Maggi for the report entitled “Historic Resources Assessment for the Mixed-Use Project 
and Expansion of the Century Center Redevelopment Plan Area EIR” (January 2002) by Dill Design Group.  This 
form presented a comprehensive description and history of the St. Francis Block, which is comprised of 17-25 
East Santa Clara Street.  The building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous 
evaluation. 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey evaluated the building for inclusion in the California Register of Historic Resources but not 
the National Register of Historic Places.  This update was prepared to provide a full evaluation of the property 
under National Register criteria.  
 
This building was also evaluated in 1983, 1992, and 2000 for historical significance during the San Jose Historic 
Resources Survey and subsequent updates.  The first survey in 1983 concluded that the building did not qualify 
for inclusion in the San Jose Downtown Commercial District National Register Historic District (see Map 
Reference #12-10).  At the time of that survey, the building façade (remodeled in 1947 and 1948) was not fifty 
years old and the building was not reviewed for historic significance.  The survey in 1992 arrived at the same 
conclusion, that the building was not eligible for listing as part of the downtown National Register district.  A 
subsequent review in 2000 found that the building met San Jose’s Historical resources inventory threshold as a 
Structure of Merit and/or Contributing Structure.  The 2002 survey conducted by Maggi concluded that this 
building appeared to be eligible for listing in the California Register under Criteria 1, for its association with 
“broad patterns of economic history in the downtown commercial core area and development of the City through 
patterns of importance that are intimately connected with the property.”  It was also recommended for inclusion 
under Criteria 2 for its association with Senator C. Jones, who was prominent in the development of the state 
water system and in particular the local water district.1   
 
Despite the conclusion of some of the earlier surveys, this building does appear to meet the criteria to be 
considered a contributing resource within the San Jose Downtown Commercial District National Register Historic 
District.  As a contributing resource, this building adds to the total concentration, linkage, and continuity of the 
overall district, as well as to the district’s economic and architectural significance.  As a contributing structure, 
under Criterion A, this building helps to illustrate the economic patterns that were identified by the National 
Register Nomination Form (attached to Map Reference #12-10).  The building at 17-25 East Santa Clara Street 
was part of the early commercial development that occurred along East Santa Clara Street and reflected the 
emergence of an American city and the agricultural boom in the Santa Clara Valley.  The later history of the 

                                                 
1 Franklin Maggi, DPR 523 form for 17-25 East Santa Clara Street, prepared for Dill Design Group, “Historic Resource Assessment for 
the Mixed-Use Project and Expansion of the Century Center Redevelopment Plan Area EIR” (January 2002). 
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building again represents the period in San Jose of the emergence of later commercial development in California, 
including the modernization of many of the buildings.  Under Criterion C, the building also contributes to the 
concentration of commercial architecture that developed in the mercantile center of San Jose and the Santa Clara 
Valley.  The changes the building has undergone are also representative of the architectural modifications and 
consolidation of the character of San Jose business district.  Because this building appears to be a contributing 
building within a National Register Historic District, it also appears to be a historical resource for the purposes of 
CEQA.   
 
Although this building appears to be eligible for listing as a contributing resource to a historic district, it does not 
appear to be individually eligible for listing in the National Register.  Under Criterion A, this building does not 
appear to be individually significant for its association with the patterns of economic history in the downtown 
commercial core area.  Similar to many other buildings in the downtown business district, this particular building 
was originally constructed in 1896 as part of the early growth of downtown San Jose.  Designed by a prominent 
local architect, Levi Goodrich, several tenants occupied various parts of the three-story building over the years.  In 
the 1930s, Senator Herbert C. Jones purchased the building and began a series of remodelings and necessary 
modifications to the structure, including the removal of a story and the addition of a new facade.  These types of 
changes were common among many of the buildings along East Santa Clara Street.  Several owners removed the 
third story of their buildings at this time in order to cope with settling that occurred in the basin and caused 
deterioration of the un-reinforced masonry buildings.  Typical of the practical alterations to and function of the 
commercial buildings throughout the downtown business district in San Jose, the building does not appear to be a 
significant example of the patterns of economic history and the resulting patterns associated with the region.   
 
The building does not appear to have important associations with people who have made significant contributions 
to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  Although Senator Herbert C. Jones made significant contributions 
to the history of Santa Clara Valley Water District, as well as the history of the state water system, the building at 
17-25 East Santa Clara Street is not associated with these contributions.  Instead, this building was a commercial 
investment for Jones and was not related to his contributions to the development of local or state water history.  
He never operated an office out of the building and his professional life was centered elsewhere; therefore this 
building does not appear to meet Criterion B.   
 
Under Criterion C, this building does not appear to individually meet the criteria as a significant example of a 
type, period, or method of construction.  Designed by a locally prominent architect, Levi Goodrich, the building 
was originally a three-story commercial brick structure with a Victorian-era façade.  It underwent several historic 
modifications after a fire and after settling caused structural problems.  The building currently reflects changes 
started in the late 1930s, and modifications to the façade in 1947 and 1948.  None of the original Victorian-era 
structure is visible.  Although these changes are historic, this building does not appear to be a significant example 
of a two part commercial building with Art Moderne influences.  Many buildings on “Main Streets” in towns 
across America underwent a period of remodeling in the mid twentieth century, hoping that a new façade would 
attract customers.  At the time of the alterations to this building, Art Moderne was a common choice for stylistic 
changes because it was a sleek, new style introduced from European modernism and free of historical references.  
Its use of starkly geometric forms and a new range of construction materials were a complete change from 
previous architectural styles.  On this building, Vitrolite was used on the storefront.  Because this building does 
not appear to be a significant example of a type of one part commercial block or the use of Art Moderne style 
motifs on the façade, it does not appear to individually to be eligible under Criterion C.    
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In rare instances, building themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction 
materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be 
a principal source of important information in this regard.   
 
In conclusion, this update form finds that the building at 17-25 East Santa Clara Street appears to meet the criteria 
for listing in the National Register as a contributor to the San Jose Downtown Commercial District National 
Register Historic District.  It does not, however, appear to meet the criteria for listing as an individual building. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 

  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
Davis, California, 95616









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  4      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-34 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 15 East Santa Clara Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 15 East Santa Clara Street  City San Jose  Zip _95____   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  467-21-023 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The building at 15 East Santa Clara Street is a six-story, two-part commercial block building located on the 
northeast corner of Santa Clara Street and North 1st Street.  Roughly square in plan, the building has boxy 
massing, a flat roof with no cornice, and granite block veneer walls.  Columns of inset four-light windows with 
circular sills dominate the central bays of the two street-facing facades.  Flanking these central bays are columns 
of fixed pane punch windows that appear to have been added in the 1980s.  A double band of concrete block 
coursing marks the division between the upper stories and the ground level main entrance.  Metal flat industrial 
awnings that have been bolted into the façade shelter this entrance, which is accessible through double leaf doors 
placed between black granite block pilasters.      
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP7) Commercial Building, over three stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northeast, September 17, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1948, County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Kadah Family 
2 North 2nd Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110  
Davis, CA  95616
 

*P9. Date Recorded: September 17, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive    
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-34 

DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Roos-Atkins Department Store 
B2.  Common Name: Valley Transportation Authority
B3.  Original Use:    commercial      B4.  Present Use:   commercial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Contemporary
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1948, alterations 1980s
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Constructed in 1948, this building is located in the 
heart of downtown San Jose.  The downtown grid system of San Jose was surveyed and laid out in 1847, creating 
a downtown area bound by Julian, 11th, Reed, and Market Streets, and consisting of primarily residential lots 
dotted with religious buildings.  A concentration of commercial lots appeared around Market Street.  As the 
population increased, the area known as San Jose’s downtown grew outward and commercial properties also 
expanded vertically in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, yet the character of the downtown area 
remained a mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950) Santa Clara (1884); City Directories 
(various years); Santa Clara County Property Records; 
Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-1978).  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 26, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
An active campaign by the business community after World War II sought to attract non-agricultural related 
businesses to San Jose.  With an economic base dependent upon the electronic and defense industries, multi-story 
nineteenth and twentieth century commercial buildings currently characterize the downtown area.   Additionally, 
city and county governmental agencies center around Market Plaza.1   
 
This parcel was the site of the Bank of San Jose from the 1880s until 1948.   Throughout that period, many of the 
banks in Santa Clara County were located near this intersection.  This building, however, was replaced by the 
current structure in 1948.  It served as Roos-Atkins Department Store, a men’s clothing store (Photograph 2).2  
After a short recession during the late 1940s, the population of San Jose skyrocketed, bringing a necessity for 
more services and retail businesses.  By the late 1940s, just after this store was built, four department stores 
(Hales, Harts, Roos-Atkins Brothers, and J. C. Penney Company) located near the intersection of North 1st and 
West Santa Clara Streets, providing a commercial anchor for the downtown district.  However, by the mid-1950s, 
the large number of suburban housing developments within the city led to the construction of suburban shopping 
malls and other suburban commercial development outside San Jose’s urban core.  As a result, the city’s 
commercial district declined rapidly and these department stores eventually closed by the 1970s.  In 1976, the 
building at 15 East Santa Clara Street was sold to Wells Fargo Bank, and again in 1993 to the current owner.  It 
appears that the alterations were made to this building recently, although a building permit was not found.   
 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register, nor does it appear to be a 
historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Because this building has been so heavily altered, very little of its 
exterior dates to its potential period of significance. The exterior cladding material, the windows and their 
architectural treatment, and the storefronts have been completely altered, as can be seen in a comparison of 
Photographs 1 and 2.  In addition to a lack of integrity, the building also lacks historical significance.  Under 
Criterion A, this building does not appear be significant within the commercial development of downtown San 
Jose during the mid twentieth century.  The Roos-Atkins Building was constructed as a second-generation 
commercial building on this lot, as was typical of the changing commercial nature of this intersection.  Originally 
known as the “Bank Block,” in the nineteenth century, this intersection was dominated by department store 
buildings by 1950.  The Roos-Atkins Building does not appear to be significant within this change, nor does this 
building appear to be associated with any occupants or owners that made significant contributions to local, state or 
national history (Criterion B).  Under Criterion C, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a 
type, period, or method of construction.  Again, because of the modifications to the building the 1948 design has 
been lost.  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not 
appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. Orsi, 
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. DeMers, 
Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design Group, “San Jose Downtown Historic 
Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31. 
2 Leonard McKay and Nestor Wahlberg, A Postcard History of San Jose (San Jose: Memorabilia of San Jose, 1992). 
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Photographs (continued):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                             
3 McKay and Wahlberg,
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2.  Historic view of Roos-Atkins Building, ca. 1950s.3

                    
 A Postcard History of San Jose. 



                                                               

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-35
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  22 North 1st Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  467-54-001 through 467-54-034
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register status code.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
Significance: 
 
This building was determined eligible for separate listing in the National Register of Historic Places by a 
consensus determination (National Register status code “2S2”).      
 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  5     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-36 
 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  25 West Santa Clara Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address   25 West Santa Clara Street      City     San Jose    Zip    95113     
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  259-34-015 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The 0.47-acre parcel located at the intersection of West Santa Clara and North 1st Streets contains a modern 
commercial building.  The heavily modified four-story building was constructed in 1946 as a branch of the J. C. 
Penny’s department store.  Constructed of reinforced concrete with steel columns and girders, the building has 
concrete floors.  The south and east sides consist of a horizontal patterned, glass panel curtain wall, while the 
building’s southwest corner and street level façade are sheathed in brick veneer.  This section of the building 
contains a three story arched window.  This building encompasses approximately 116,000 square feet of space.  
The built-up flat roof is concealed behind parapet walls. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP7) Commercial Building over 3 stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:   None   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

northeast showing West Santa Clara 
Street facade, August 2002
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1946, County Assessor’s records 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Lyles Diversified Inc. & James F. Fox 
66 East Santa Clara Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Susan Hotchkiss/Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: August 2002
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-36 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  J. C. Penney Company Department Store
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    Commercial     B4.  Present Use:   Commercial  
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Modern
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1946, alterations in 1963 and circa 1987
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   None  
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property located at 25 West Santa Clara Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  J. C. Penney 
Company constructed this commercial building in 1946 on the site of the former Knox Block (the first bank in 
San Jose, constructed in 1866).  John Cash Penney opened his first dry goods store, known as the Golden Rule 
Store, in the small town of Kemmerer, Wyoming in 1902.  At a time when the crossroads general store remained 
the primary retail outlet for rural America, the retail business model that enjoyed greatest success was the mail-
order business because it had a wide variety of goods, purchased directly from the manufacturer, and sold at lower 
prices than local merchants and storekeepers.  The phenomenally successful Sears and Montgomery Ward 
companies came to dominate this business during the early decades of the twentieth century.  Following a 
different business strategy, J. C. Penney’s emerged in the 1920s as the leader in direct retailing by anticipating the 
impact of increasing urbanization and the mass-produced automobile on the buying habits of rural America.  
Incorporated in 1913, J. C. Penney Company became the first nationwide chain of department stores in the 
country and was one of the first chain stores to exploit the small town market.  Selling to customers directly over 
the counter put a premium on trained and committed personnel.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1951); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Michael Brandman Associates, Draft EIR: 
San Jose Mixed-Use Project and Century Center Plan 
Amendment, March 2002, 15-16; Clyde Arbuckle, 
History of San Jose, (San Jose: Memorabilia of San 
Jose, 1986) 241; and see footnotes. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Toni Webb
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                              *Required Information 



 
 
 
 
Page 3  of  5     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-36 
*Recorded by S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse   *Date  August 2002  ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Penney’s “associates,” as its employees were called, were well-trained and managers of stores were often invited 
to become part owners of their retail outlets.1  Through the 1920s and 1930s, Penney’s continued to prosper.  It 
was during this era, around 1930, that the first J. C. Penney Company store came to San Jose.  It was located at 
49-51 South 1st Street until the new building (Photograph 3) was constructed in 1946, just a half a block away on 
the corner of West Santa Clara Street and North 1st Street.  The new building was completed at a cost of about 
$250,000 and included a drugstore on the street level2.  During that same year, the company had constructed 1,602 
department stores all over the nation.  By the 1950s, J. C. Penney’s was one of the foremost department store 
chains in the United States, with over $1 billion in sales each year and a presence in large urban centers and on the 
main streets of small towns that served as shopping centers for rural America.  The building at 25 West Santa 
Clara Street continued to house a drugstore and J. C. Penny’s into the 1960s, receiving few alterations until 1963, 
when a boiler explosion killed five people and injured seventy.  The building suffered substantial damage in the 
explosion, resulting in over $100,000 in repairs.3

 
The property does not appear to have associations with people who have made significant contributions to local, 
state, or national history (Criterion B).  Under Criterion A, as the second J. C. Penney’s store in downtown San 
Jose, this building does not appear to be significant for its association with the J. C. Penney Company, nor does it 
appear to be important within the context of the commercial development of the downtown core of San Jose 
during the mid twentieth century.  After World War II, San Jose’s business community embarked on a campaign 
to attract new industry to the city.  After a short recession during the late 1940s, the population of San Jose 
skyrocketed, bringing a necessity for more services, such as shopping centers.  By the late 1940s, four department 
stores (Hales, Harts, Roos-Atkins Brothers, and J. C. Penney Company) had located near the intersection of North 
1st and West Santa Clara Streets, providing, a commercial anchor for the downtown area.  However, by the mid-
1950s, the large number of suburban housing developments within the city led to the construction of suburban 
shopping malls and other suburban commercial development outside San Jose’s urban core.  As a result, the city’s 
commercial district rapidly declined; nevertheless, this store remained in service well into the early 1970s.   
 
The building at 25 West Santa Clara Street has received substantial alterations, the earliest resulting from the 1963 
explosion.4  The most recent changes likely occurred in the late 1980s and included the addition of the glass 
curtain wall, brick veneer, and large glass block window.  Because of these modifications, the original 1946 
design has been lost.  Consequently, the building lacks historic integrity.  The building does not appear to be an 
important example of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  In rare instances, buildings 
themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or technologies 
(Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of 
important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 

                                                 
1  Penney chose the name for his store because his first principle of business was “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  Alfred D. 
Chandler, Jr., Strategy and Structure: Chapters in the History of the American Industrial Enterprise (Cambridge: The M. I. T. Press, 1964), 226-241; 
San Jose Mercury News, “Those Were the Days, Ex-Penney’s Workers Reminisce at San Jose Reunion” June 25, 1986, 3; and 
www.jcpenney.net/company/history/milestn/milestn.htm accessed on August 28, 2002. 
2 Building permit #14-02 2/25/1946 (on file at History San Jose).  
3 “Memories of the 1963 Blast Still Fresh,” San Jose Mercury News, August 14, 1989, 1B;  and Building Permits, 17-25 West Santa Clara Street, 
3/27/1963 (on file at History San Jose).   
4 While the building suffered substantial damage from the explosion, it is unclear exactly what type of alterations were made to the building during its 
renovation. 

http://www.jcpenney.net/company/history/milestn/milestn.htm
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15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.  
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 
 

                             
5 Leonard McKay and N
Photograph 2.  Side view, camera facing northeast, September 18, 2002.  
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 3.  J. C. Penney Company during 1950s.5

                    
estor Wahlberg, A Postcard History of San Jose (San Jose: Memorabilia of San Jose) 1992. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:   None   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  55 West Santa Clara Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address   55 West Santa Clara Street      City     San Jose    Zip    95113     
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  259-34-016 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The one-story reinforced, board-formed concrete building at 55 West Santa Clara Street was constructed around 
1952 on a 0.37-acre lot.  Square in plan, this building encompasses approximately 16,400 square feet of space.  
The façade (south side) is dominated by an exaggerated, stucco-clad cornice.  A corniced-awning entryway is 
sited on the west half of the façade while the east half consists of large plain round columns supporting a 
projecting arched awning over automatic teller machines, and full height windows near the east corner.  Modern 
signage extends about two stories in height. 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northeast showing West Santa Clara 
Street facade, August 2002 
 
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1952, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
and City Directories 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Ann Hamburger c/o Washington Mutual 
Bank, P. O. Box 7788 
Newport Beach, CA 92658 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Susan Hotchkiss/Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: August 2002
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  3       *NRHP Status Code                  6  

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-37 
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  American Savings and Loan Association of California
B2.  Common Name: Washington Mutual Bank
B3.  Original Use:    Commercial     B4.  Present Use:   Commercial  
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Modern
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built circa 1952, alterations circa 1990s
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   none 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 

The property located at 55 West Santa Clara Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Constructed 
around 1952 as the Barrett U Drive commercial venture, by 1960 the building was purchased by Pioneer 
Investor’s Savings and Loan Association, who had occupied the adjacent building at 81 West Santa Clara Street 
(Map Reference #12-38).  Renamed American Savings and Loan Association of California a few years later, it 
appears that the savings and loan company remained at this location until Washington Mutual Bank acquired the 
building in 1996.  This building does not appear to be significant within the context of the commercial 
development in San Jose’s downtown core during the mid twentieth century (Criterion A).  Historically, the area 
around 1st and Santa Clara Streets was the center of the banking district from the late 1800s into the first half of 
the twentieth century, yet by the mid 1940s, with four large department stores in the vicinity, this area was 
becoming a shopping district.  By the mid-1950s, by which time the building at 55 West Santa Clara Street was 
constructed, commercial development within the San Jose’s urban core was rapidly declining.  As part of the 
redevelopment movement within downtown San Jose, this building, like many in the vicinity, has undergone 
renovation within the last ten years.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1951); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Michael Brandman Associates, Draft 
EIR: San Jose Mixed-Use Project and Century Center 
Plan Amendment, March 2002, 15-16; Clyde 
Arbuckle, History of San Jose, (San Jose: 
Memorabilia of San Jose, 1986) 241. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Toni Webb
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Accordingly, the facade of this building has undergone considerable alterations.  The most notable changes to the 
façade include the exaggerated cornice, projecting arched awning over the automatic teller machines, full height 
windows, and the corniced-awning entryway.  Because of these modifications the original 1950s design has been 
lost and, consequently, the building lacks historic integrity.  The building does not appear to be an important 
example of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  Additionally, this property does not appear to 
have associations with people who have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history 
(Criterion B).  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not 
appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines.  
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 

Photograph 2.  Rear side of the building, camera facing southeast, September 18, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  81 West Santa Clara Street (San Jose Building and Loan) 
 
 

*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 2002 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 81 West Santa Clara Street, 
completed by Franklin Maggi for the report entitled “Historic Resources Assessment for the Mixed-Use Project 
and Expansion of the Century Center Redevelopment Plan Area EIR” (January 2002) by Dill Design Group.  This 
form presented a comprehensive description and history of the San Jose Building and Loan building.  The 
building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous evaluation. 
 

 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance: 
 

 
The previous survey did not evaluate the building at 81 West Santa Clara Street for its historical significance 
under National Register of Historic Places criteria.  This form, created to apply National Register criteria to this 
building, concludes that the  building appears eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criteria A and C.  Designated a San Jose City Landmark in May 1991, the San Jose Building and Loan 
Association Building is a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. 
 
Under Criterion A, this building appears significant for its association (from 1926 into the late 1940s) with the 
San Jose Building and Loan Association, a company that directly influenced development in San Jose in the late 
nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  Established in 1885 by Dr. C. W. Breyfogle as the first building 
and loan company in the city, it was responsible for the financing and construction of hundreds if not thousands of 
buildings in the City of San Jose.  In fact, the association financed eighty buildings constructed in San Jose during 
its first three years of operation.  Under Criterion C, this building embodies the distinctive characteristics of the 
Beaux Arts style.  Popular for about fifty years roughly between the 1880s and 1930, this architectural style 
employs eclectic classical design elements and is typified by its symmetrical façade, roof-line balustrade, 
elaborate decorative details utilizing floral designs in swags, cartouches, and highlighting the surrounds of arched 
windows.  This property also appears eligible as one of the earliest designs of prominent San Francisco architect 
Albert F. Roller.  A prolific, self-taught architect known as one of the first modernists in the region, Roller 
practiced for over fifty-five years, until his death in San Francisco at the age of ninety.  The building does not 
appear to have associations with people who have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history 
(Criterion B).  In rare instances, building themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not 
appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.   
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Toni Webb
                       JRP Historical Consulting Services 
                       1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
                       Davis, CA  95616       
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Photographs:      
 

 
 

Photograph 1.  San Jose Building and Loan Association in the 1920s.1
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose  (San Jose: Smith & McKay, 1985). 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  15 South 1st Street  (The Archer Building)  
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 1992 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 15 South 1st Street, completed by 
Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department.  This form presented a comprehensive description and 
history of the Archer Building.  This building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the 
previous evaluation.   
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey concluded that the building at 15 South 1st Street could be eligible for National Register of 
Historic Places if its integrity were restored (National Register Status Code 4S7).  JRP Historical Consulting 
Services prepared this form to update and clarify the previous evaluation.  JRP concluded that as the building 
currently exists, it does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register, nor does it appear to be 
a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA, because of a lack of integrity.  The Archer Building, constructed 
by Judge Lawrence Archer in 1870, was one of the first prominent buildings on South 1st Street.  It served as 
Archer’s office through the rest of the nineteenth century and then was converted for retail use on the ground 
floor.  A variety of stores occupied the building throughout the twentieth century.  Research did not indicate that 
Judge Archer was significant within his field of endeavor, or that any of the subsequent tenants made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  Nor does the building appear to yield, or be likely to 
yield, information important to our history (Criterion D).  Although the building is important within the pattern of 
downtown San Jose’s development as an early example of the commercial district, and therefore appears to meet 
Criterion A, its lack of integrity appears to preclude the Archer Building from listing.  Extensive remodeling in 
recent years has obscured the details of the original façade and destroyed the building’s integrity to the time of its 
construction in the 1870s.  This lack of integrity also appears to prevent the building from listing under Criterion 
C, for the massive remodeling keeps the building from conveying a sense of its original type, period, and method 
of construction.  Although it currently features elements of the Spanish Revival style, it does not appear to be an 
important example of this type of architecture.   Furthermore, this property has also been evaluated in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the 
California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines.   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser  
  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, CA  95616 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  19 South 1st Street  
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 1991 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 19 South 1st Street, completed by 
Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department.  This form presented a comprehensive description and 
history of the building.  The building has been field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous 
evaluation.   
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey concluded that although the building at 19 South 1st Street appeared to be one of the few 
commercial examples of the Art Deco style remaining in San Jose, it did not appear to be eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The survey did, however, assign the building a National Register Status Code of 
“5S1,” indicating that despite its apparent ineligibility for the National Register, Laffey considered the building 
eligible for local listing.  At the present time, however, the property has not been listed under the local ordinance, 
nor has it been deemed officially eligible for such listing.  The City of San Jose’s Historic Resources Inventory 
lists the property only as a Structure of Merit.  JRP Historical Consulting Services has prepared this form to 
update the previous evaluation, and concludes that this building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in 
the National Register, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.   
 
The property does not appear to be significant within the pattern of development of San Jose’s commercial 
district, or to have important associations with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history 
(Criterion A).  Research did not indicate that any of the past owners or occupants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building has housed various businesses, 
including a saloon, dentist office, engineering offices, and retail space, but none of these appear to be historically 
significant.  In addition, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or style 
(Criterion C).  Originally constructed in 1880 in a style of commercial architecture popular at the time, it was 
remodeled with an Art Deco façade in the 1930s.  The Art Deco style became popular in America during the 
1920s and was commonly used when remodeling storefronts.  Many buildings along “Main Streets” in American 
were remodeled with Art Deco elements in an effort to “modernize” the buildings, in order to compete with new 
suburban shopping centers.  This building does not appear to be an important example of this type of architectural 
style, nor does it appear to be the work of a master architect.  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as 
sources of important information about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this 
property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of important information in this 
regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.   
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Ave., Suite 110 
  Davis, CA  95616 
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Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
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P1.  Other Identifier:  James Clayton Building 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West   Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 34 West Santa Clara Street   City  San Jose   Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 259-40-038 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The two-story brick building located at 34 West Santa Clara Street was initially constructed around 1880.  The 
two-part commercial block building is clad with stucco siding and includes a double storefront with plate glass 
windows and marble veneer below.  Both entrances to the building are recessed.  The main entry (34 West Santa 
Clara Street), a wood frame glass door with fixed sidelights and transom is centered on the façade (Photograph 
2).  A second wood panel door with upper glazing and transom is sited on the west corner and allows access to the 
second floor (Photograph 3).  Above the storefront, a leaded glass clerestory with three hopper sashes extends the 
width of the building (Photograph 4).  Above the clerestory, which is concealed behind a modern canvas awning, 
is a marble sign engraved with the building name.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)     (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories 
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, façade, camera facing 
southwest, September 18, 2002
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1880, Sanborn Maps 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Santa Clara Limited 
701 North 1st Street, Unit 200 
San Jose, CA   95112 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive  
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  James A. Clayton and Company Building 
B2.  Common Name: James Clayton Building
B3.  Original Use:   commercial / office     B4.  Present Use:  commercial / office
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Two Part Commercial Block with Classical Revival elements
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built circa 1880; clerestory added circa 1910, 
façade altered circa early 1920s 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   None  
B9.  Architect:   Unknown   b.  Builder:   Unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   Commerce/Architect   Area Downtown San Jose
    Period of Significance    1870s-1952   Property Type Commercial    Applicable Criteria  A & C
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

The James Clayton Building appears to meet Criteria A and C for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places and appears to be eligible as a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  In 1990, the San Jose City 
Council adopted a resolution designating this building as City Historic Landmark No. 45, based on its association 
with James A. Clayton, the local real estate firm James A. Clayton and Company, and for its architectural 
importance as an example of a nineteenth century commercial building.  This property was subsequently 
inventoried and evaluated by Glory Anne Laffey of Archives and Architecture in October 1991.  Laffey proposed 
that the building appeared eligible for the National Register under Criteria A and C.  JRP Historical Consulting 
Services revisited this property because the previous inventory is more than five years old.  The property appears 
to be essentially unaltered since the previous inventory and the conclusion of the 1991 evaluation still appears to 
be valid.  This building appears to be significant architecturally as an early twentieth century commercial building 
(Criterion C) and under Criteria A, for its association with James A. Clayton and Company (referred to in this 
form as the Clayton Company), an influential local real estate and development firm established in San Jose in 
1867.  This building served as the offices for the Clayton and Company for approximately one hundred years 
between the 1870s and 1970s.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-1978); 
see footnotes. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Toni Webb
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                              *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A cartouche inscribed with “1867”, the year James C. Clayton and Company was founded, is located on  the west 
side of the sign (Photograph 6).  A stringcourse with decorative molding and dentils separates the first and 
second floors of the façade.  The second floor façade contains three sets of recessed fixed wood frame windows 
surrounded on either side by single light casements and fixed windows above (Photograph 5).  The building is 
topped by a flat roof concealed behind a parapet wall decorated by a cornice with ornamental molding and dentils. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The period of significance provided on this form reflects the property’s long association with the Clayton 
Company, but ends in 1952 to correspond with the fifty year cut-off for properties to conform to standard National 
Register criteria.  While the property was associated with the Clayton Company into the 1970s, that association 
does not appear to have exceptional importance that would qualify the property for listing under Criteria 
Consideration G (Properties That Have Achieved Significance Within The Last Fifty Years).   
 
As one of the first firms of its kind in the county, the Clayton Company handled a majority of the real estate 
transactions in the City of San Jose during the last half of the nineteenth century, indirectly shaping the city’s 
development. The company’s founder, James A. Clayton, was born in England in 1831.  He came to the United 
States with his family around 1839, first settling in Wisconsin then California in 1850 with his eldest brother Joel. 
Joel settled in Contra Costa County and founded the town of Clayton, while James went to work in the gold 
mines.  Within three years, James moved to Santa Clara to work for another brother, Charles Clayton.  By the 
mid-1850s, he purchased a photographic gallery on Santa Clara Street (near Market Street).  He moved the store 
and gallery to a location on West Santa Clara Street, and for the next thirteen years, Clayton operated this business 
while serving two terms as county clerk in the 1860s and one term in the state legislature in 1864.  In 1867, he 
founded the Clayton Company, purported to be the first abstract and title company in Santa Clara County.  Among 
his career achievements in real estate and politics, James was one of the original directors of the San Jose Brush 
Electric Light Company, the first electric lighting company in San Jose.  He also assisted in the organization of 
the  First National Bank of San Jose in 1872, serving as one of its directors in the 1880s and as president from 
1894 until his death in 1897.   The Clayton family continued to have a direct interest in First National Bank for 
most of its history.  Willis S. Clayton, son of James Clayton, was the president of the bank from 1907 until 1940, 
followed by Willis’ son J. Bradley Clayton in the late 1940s.  The firm was initially located at 28 West Santa 
Clara Street, but moved to the building at 34 West Santa Clara Street around 1870.1   
 
As early as 1884, the site at 34 West Santa Clara Street was occupied by Basslers Building, a two-story building 
with a central, interior stairway, a composition roof, and skylights.  A small, square one-story addition was 
attached to the southwest corner of the building by 1884.  The eastern portion of the building contained offices, 
while an art framing business occupied the western section.  A historic photograph from around 1885 (Figure 1) 
shows two distinct store fronts at this location: the James A. Clayton & Company at 34 West Santa Clara Street, a 
central stairway at 36 West Santa Clara Street and the Chicago Clothing Company located at what was likely 38 
West Santa Clara Street.  Within the next seven years, three large additions were constructed on the rear (south) 
                                                 
1 Dick Barrett, editor, A Century of Service: San Jose’s 100 Year Old Business Firms, Organizations and Institutions (San Jose: San Jose 
Bicentennial Commission, 1977), 10-11; and Eugene T. Sawyer, History of Santa Clara County (Los Angeles: Historic Record 
Company, 1922), 221. 
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side of the building.  The southernmost portion of the building was two stories tall, while the central two 
additions, attached to the original building, were one story in height.  Around this time, the building was listed on 
Sanborn maps as the De Soto Building.  Over the next twenty years, the building was further modified.  By 1915, 
the central staircase was removed; however, the original section of the building was still used for offices (east 
side) and a store (west side.)  For the most part, the building retained its circa 1885 façade into the early 1900s.  
By around 1915, the leaded glass clerestory (Figure 2) was added to the western portion of the façade (34 West 
Santa Clara Street).  In 1922, the façade was heavily altered, resulting in the building’s current appearance.  
Contractor George Lindbloom modified the second story at this time with designs by the architectural firm Wolfe 
and Higgins (designers of the Realty Building at 19 North 2nd Street).  These changes included combining the two 
street level storefronts and the installation of two recessed entrances that replaced the original entries.  
Additionally, in 1942, contractor Frank Filden applied for a building permit for this site, however it is unclear 
what modifications were made at that time.2  
 
This building was previously found to be significant as a distinct example of a nineteenth century commercial 
building.  While it retains integrity of location, the extensive remodeling of the building’s façade changed its 
original nineteenth century design.  The core of the building likely dates to the 1870s, but the building does not 
otherwise retain integrity of materials, workmanship, feeling and association to that period.  Nevertheless, as a 
1920s building, it appears to be an important example of early twentieth century commercial construction 
(Criterion C) and it retains sufficient integrity to that time period to convey that significance.  As stated 
previously, this building also appears significant for its association with the influential real estate firm of the 
Clayton Company between the 1870s and 1952 (Criterion A).  The alterations were constructed by the Clayton 
Company during the time of its association with the building and, therefore, these changes do not detract from its 
significance.  Even though the building is associated with early San Jose pioneer and real estate developer James 
A. Clayton, because of the 1920s alterations, the building no longer retains integrity to the period when Clayton 
was linked with the building.  Therefore, this building does not appear to retain the integrity necessary to convey 
the association with Clayton and does not appear be eligible under Criterion B.  In addition the building has not 
yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history as defined under Criterion D.    
 
In conclusion, the building at 34 West Santa Clara Street appears to meet Criteria A and C for listing in the 
National Register, and also appears to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. 
 

                                                 
2 Historic Building Permits for 34 West Santa Clara Street, Permit #577, on file at History San Jose. 
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Figure 1.  First floor facade of the James A. Clayton & Co. Building circa 1885.3

 

 
Figure 2.  Western half of the James A. Clayton & Co. Building circa 1915 (far right.)4

                                                 
3 Barrett, A Century of Service, 11. 
4 Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. DeMers Jr., San Jose: California’s First City (Oklahoma: Continental Heritage Press Inc., 1980), 
207. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

P
 

Photograp
hotograph 2.  Main entrance, camera facing southwest, September 18, 2002. 
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

h 3.  Secondary entrance at the west corner, camera facing south, September 18, 2002. 
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Photographs (continued): 

Photograph 4.  Leaded glass clerestory with hopper windows, September 18, 2002. 
 

Photograph 5.  Second floor fenestration, September 18, 2002. 
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Photographs (continued): 

Photograph 6.  Detail of marble sign, cartouche and stringcourse, September 18, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:   None   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:    Mills Building  
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West   Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address   52-62 West Santa Clara Street      City     San Jose    Zip    95113     
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 259-40-037 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 

The two-story, 10,659 square foot brick building located at 52-62 West Santa Clara Street was constructed as 
early as 1884 as the Lightstone Building.  The two-part commercial block building is sheathed in stucco siding 
and topped by a flat roof concealed behind a parapet wall featuring a modest cornice.  A stucco-clad stringcourse 
separates the first and second stories.  The building has three distinct recessed storefronts on the first story, all 
with modern plate glass windows accented by modern tile and glass doors (Photograph 3).  Fenestration on the 
second floor consists of eight anodized aluminum, single hung, recessed windows sheltered by contemporary 
awnings (Photograph 2).  The building has three distinct recessed storefronts on the first story, sheltered by 
modern tiles and glass doors (Photograph 2). 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)     (HP6) 1-3 Story Commercial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, façade, camera 
facing southwest, August 2002
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1880s, Sanborn Maps 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Santa Clara Limited 
701 North First Street, Unit 200 
San Jose, CA   95112 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Susan Hotchkiss/Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: August 2002
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive  
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  Mills Building 
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:       Commercial / Office      B4.  Present Use:       Commercial / Office 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   nineteenth century Two Part Commercial Block
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1880s; alterations to façade unknown
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   none  
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme        Area     
    Period of Significance         Property Type        Applicable Criteria         
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 

The building at 52-62 West Santa Clara Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. The property 
was previously inventoried and evaluated by Glory Anne Laffey of Archives and Architecture in October 1991.  
The survey concluded that the property located at 52-62 West Santa Clara Street did not appear to meet National 
Register criteria for eligibility.  This conclusion still appears to be valid.  This property was revisited because the 
previous inventory is more than five years old.  The building appears to be essentially unaltered since the previous 
inventory.   
 

This building was constructed on an L-shaped lot that was part of the Frank Lightstone homestead.  Born Franz 
Lichtenstein in Bavaria around 1823, Lightstone, a soap maker and chandler, came to California in 1845, arriving 
in San Jose the following year.  There, he collaborated with Charles Weber to construct a two-story adobe store on 
the southeast corner of Lightstone and Santa Clara Streets (just west of the building inventoried on this form).  By 
the late 1840s, Weber moved to Stockton, the town he established on his land grant in the Central Valley.  As a 
wedding gift to his partner, he gave his property in San Jose to Lightstone.  Lightstone established himself as a 
civic-minded citizen, involved early on in the development of San Jose.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-1978); 
1870 Population Census; Eugene T. Sawyer, History of 
Santa Clara County, (Los Angeles: Historic Record 
Company, 1922)43, 57, 61, 152, 259-260; Clyde 
Arbuckle,  Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose.  (San 
Jose: Smith & McKay, 1985) 29-32; Edwin A. Beilharz 
and Donald O. DeMers Jr., San Jose: California’s First 
City, (Oklahoma: Continental Heritage Press Inc., 1980) 
178.  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Toni Webb
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                              *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Lightstone helped fund the construction of the first state capital building in San Jose.  He was a member of the 
first fire company in the city, and also offered a lease on his land (south of his store and home off West Santa 
Clara and Lightstone Streets) for the construction of the city’s first firehouse in 1854.  In 1851 he served as city 
treasurer and two years later was elected to the city council.  By 1870, he was a Deputy Sheriff and had real estate 
holdings estimated at $30,000.  The building at 52-56 West Santa Clara Street was built by Lightstone before 
1884 on the lot adjacent to Lightstone and Weber’s store.  The Lightstone Building was constructed in the 
Richardsonian Romanesque style, and served as offices and steam baths.  In 1891 the building was then known as 
the Mills Building, creating an L-shaped plan with the ell extending behind the adjacent James A. Clayton and 
Company building (34 West Santa Clara Street Map Reference #12-42).  Owned at this time by Luther R. Mills, 
founder of the Congress Springs Hotel in Saratoga as well as the Mills Seltzer Spring, a soda and sarsaparilla 
factory, it appears that the building at 52-62 West Santa Clara Street functioned as store space for tenants such as 
merchant tailors O’Banion Kent & Company and T. W. and William Hobson (T. W. and Hobson Company).  By 
1915, the easternmost two-thirds of the building was a furniture store while the western third was a restaurant.  
The western section continued to serve as various restaurants into the 1950s. 
 
Under Criterion C, this building does not appear to be an important example of a type, period, or method of 
construction.  Constructed in the 1880s Richardsonian style, the façade of this building was substantially 
remodeled sometime after the early 1920s, and again more recently, resulting in the current, modest, stucco clad 
building featuring a modern plate glass storefront.  Because of these significant modifications, the essential 
characteristics of the Richardsonian Romanesque style, such as the especially elaborate masonry walls with 
rough-faced square stonework, has been lost.   The only remnants of this style are the deeply recessed square 
windows on the second floor.  It is likely that Lightstone constructed this building sometime before 1884, 
probably as commercial rental space.  While he was one of the earliest known property owners of San Jose’s 
downtown commercial district and the namesake for Lightstone Street (located between Market and 1st Streets off 
West Santa Clara Street), it does not appear that either he or Luther Mills made significant contributions within 
their respective fields that are associated with this building.  Therefore, this building does not appear to be eligible 
under Criterion B.  Nor does it appear to be significant within the context of the commercial development in the 
downtown core of San Jose during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries (Criterion A).  In rare instances, 
buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or 
technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal 
source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 
15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.  
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 

 

Photograph 2. Second floor windows, camera facing southwest. 
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 3. Storefronts, camera facing southeast. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  64-66 West Santa Clara Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 64-66 West Santa Clara Street     City San Jose   Zip  95113     
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 259-40-036 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 

The 0.09-acre lot located at the corner of Lightstone and West Santa Clara Streets contains a two-story, wood 
frame office building originally constructed in 1909.  In 1926, the Mission style building (Figure 2) was 
substantially remodeled, resulting in its current Art Moderne appearance (Photograph 1).  This commercial 
building is clad in stucco siding and topped by a built-up flat roof concealed behind parapet walls.  The main 
recessed entrance located off West Santa Clara Street dominates the façade.  Clad in smooth tile decorative 
geometric details (Photograph 2), this portion contains three doorways framed by pilasters that extend to the 
second floor and outline three metal casement windows, each with an above and below fixed sash.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
east, August 2002
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1909; remodeled 1926, Sanborn Maps, 
& historic photographs 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Lillie Mae Smith 
1911 Shulman Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95124 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

M. Bunse/S. Hotchkiss 
JRP Historical Consulting Services  
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: August 2002
 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
“Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources *P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) 

Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
ng, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

                                         *Required Information 

*Attachments:   None   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Buildi
 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record  

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                      
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Bank of Italy branch
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    Commercial     B4.  Present Use:   Commercial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Art Moderne
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built 1909, remodeled Art Moderne style 1926
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   none 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown   
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
This property was previously inventoried and evaluated by Glory Anne Laffey of Archives and Architecture in 
October 1991.  This survey concluded that the property located at 64-66 West Santa Clara Street did not appear to 
meet the criteria for eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places.  While this building is considered a 
Structure of Merit locally, this classification has no official standing in term of CEQA. This property was revisited 
because the previous inventory is more than five years old, although the property appears to be essentially 
unaltered since the previous inventory.   The property located at 64-66 West Santa Clara Street does not appear to 
meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical 
resource for the purposes of CEQA.  While the previous survey states the building was constructed as early as the 
mid-1880s, it is unlikely that the elaborate nineteenth century building, shown in Figure 1, was remodeled in 
1909 resulting in the Mission style building in Figure 2.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-
1978); 1870 Population Census; Eugene T. Sawyer, 
History of Santa Clara County, (Los Angeles: Historic 
Record Company, 1922); Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde 
Arbuckle's History of San Jose,  (San Jose: Smith & 
McKay, 1985); Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. 
DeMers Jr., San Jose: California’s First City, 
(Oklahoma: Continental Heritage Press Inc., 1980).  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Toni Webb
*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A triple, horizontal band of black tile interspersed with glass block decorates the façade’s second floor, wrapping 
to the west side of the building (Photograph 3).  This side is modest in decoration, with a stucco stringcourse 
separating the two stories. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Constructed in two distinctly diverse architectural styles, it is reasonable to assume that the former 1880s Stone 
Building was demolished around the time that the Bank of Italy took over the troubled Commercial Savings and 
Savings Bank of San Jose in 1909, where they built a new branch office in the Mission style that was popular at 
the time.  That building operated as the first branch office outside of San Francisco for the Bank of Italy until 
1917.  By 1920, the building served as the main office of the Richmond-Chase Company, f fruit packing company 
established by E. N. Richmond and Elmer E. Chase the previous year.  Within two years of its founding this 
company, which operated a fruit cannery on Stockton Avenue, was listed as the fourth largest packing company in 
the state.  In 1926, Richmond-Chase renovated the former Bank of Italy building into the contemporary Art 
Moderne building that exists today.  This building continued to house the offices of the Richmond-Chase 
Company for the next twenty-three years, but by 1943, the building housed Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
New York (64 West Santa Clara Street) and the Nucleus Building and Loan Association (66 West Santa Clara 
Street).  In the 1950s and 1960s, these companies were joined by various small businesses (realtors, accountants 
and lawyers) who rented offices in the building.   
 
The area around West Santa Clara and 1st Streets was the center of San Jose’s banking district from the late 1800s 
into the first half of the twentieth century.  While this building served as the first branch of the Bank of Italy that 
was located outside of San Francisco, it no longer retains historic integrity to that period (1909-1917) because of 
the 1926 modifications.  As a 1926 commercial building, it does not appear to be significant within the context of 
twentieth century commercial development in the downtown core of San Jose (Criterion A), nor does the building 
appear to have associations with people who have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history 
(Criterion B).  The building is a relatively modest illustration of the Art Moderne style of the 1920s and does not 
appear to be important example of its type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  In rare instances, 
buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or 
technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal 
source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 
15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.  
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Figure 1.  Office building and drug store located at West Santa Clara 

Street (middle right), circa 1890. 1
 

 
Figure 2.  Bank of Italy branch office at 64 West Santa Clara Street, 

1910.2

                                                 
1 Marjorie Pierce, San Jose and Its Cathedral (Santa Cruz: Western Tanager Press Inc., 1990), 93. 
2 Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. DeMers Jr., San Jose: California’s First City (Oklahoma: Continental Heritage Press Inc., 1980), 
178. 
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Photographs (continued): 

 
 

Photograph 2. Detail over main entrance, camera facing southeast. 
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 3. West and south sides, camera facing northwest. 
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Photographs (continued): 

Photograph 4. Northwest corner, showing tile and glass block, camera facing east. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  6    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-45 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  3S                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: Sunol Building and Alcantra Building 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date (1961, photorevised 1980)  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 127-145 Post Street and 33-45 South Market Street  City San Jose Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number: 259-40-021 and 259-40-028 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

These parcels are located on Post Street at the corner of South Market Street and include two buildings that now 
serve as one office for Knight Ridder Digital.  Both have been previously surveyed.  The building located at 33-45 
South Market Street is a two-story brick building constructed in 1903, known as the Alcantra Building 
(Photograph 1).  Since the last survey this building has undergone rehabilitation, including the restoration of the 
original parapet and cornice.  The building is rectangular in plan with a parapet roof and elaborate cornice that 
runs the entire length of the central bay.  The cornice is composed of inset terracotta panels set on top of a tile pent 
roof with an arcaded drip molding.  A central bay with three arched windows, brick spring surrounds, and a 
projecting brick soldier course sill is set below the cornice on the second story.  The windows are 1/1 double hung 
wood sash with three-light transoms.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) 1-3 Story Commercial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, Alcantra  
Building, camera facing southwest,  
September 18, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1895 and 1903, County Assessor record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

See Continuation Sheet 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Kathleen Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110,  
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-45 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Sunol Building, Alcantra Building, Hotel Metropole
B3.  Original Use:    commercial/retail     B4.  Present Use: professional offices 
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Romanesque and Romanesque with Spanish Eclectic influences 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1895 (Sunol Building) and 1903 (Alcantra 
Building), storefronts remodeled 1953, 1961, 1964 (Sunol Building) and 1968, 1998 (Alcantra Building)
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  William D. Van Siclen (Sunol Building), William Binder(Alcantra Building)  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme  Architecture    Area  San Jose
    Period of Significance    1895 and 1903    Property Type  Commercial Building     Applicable Criteria  A, C 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

Because these buildings now function as a single entity for the Knight-Ridder Digital Office, one form was 
prepared to address the National Register eligibility of both properties, even though historically these buildings 
were constructed as separate buildings.  Both the Sunol Building and the Alcantra Building were surveyed, 
separately, in 1992 as part of the downtown San Jose survey.  At the time of that survey, the Alcantra, (the 
building that fronts South Market Street) had already been designated a San Jose City Landmark.  The buildings 
were not evaluated for their historical or architectural significance at that time.  The properties were also surveyed 
in 1998, again as separate properties, by Glory Anne Laffey for the report entitled “Historical and Architectural 
Evaluation of the Metropole Hotel Project, Corner of Post and Market Streets, City of San Jose.” (January 1998).  
Since this study, the Sunol Building has also been designated as a San Jose City Landmark.  The previous studies 
did not fully evaluate these buildings under criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, so this 
form was prepared to fully evaluate these buildings for their historical and architectural significance under those 
criteria.  (See Continuation Sheet).  
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company; Santa Clara 
County Property Records; Building Permits, San Jose 
Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-
1978). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 24, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The outside bays are each composed of paired, 1/1 wood sash windows topped with a separate cornice and 
hanging pilasters.  This cornice stands above the central bay with a quatrefoil terracotta medallion and a tile pent 
roof.  The first story is composed of storefronts that face both South Market Street and Post Street.  These 
storefronts have recently been remodeled and consist of four bays with wood framing and frosted glass.  An 
industrial metal awning is located on top of the storefront along South Market Street.   
 
The Sunol Building faces Post Street and sits adjacent to the Alcantra Building.  Constructed in 1895, it is a two-
story brick structure with stylistic elements similar to the Alcantra Building.  The Sunol Building is rectangular in 
plan with a flat roof and a simple brick cornice.  The second floor of the building is seven bays wide with 
fenestration that consists of arched window openings with 1/1 double hung windows grouped either in single or 
paired arrangements.  A simple limestone sill course separates the first and second stories.  The first story consists 
of a wooden storefront extending along the entire first floor façade.  It is made up of a series of glazed openings 
with transoms, framed with simple wooden pilasters, set above a wooden kickplate.   
 
 
P7a:  Owners and Addresses:  
 
Ogier Associates and Seton Hill LP 
3600 Pruneridge Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
 
Little Suzanne Brown Trust 
35 South Market Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Haury Properties  
1 South Market Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Constructed in 1895, the Sunol Building was designed by William D. Van Siclen for Delores Sunol, the 
granddaughter of wealthy pueblo resident Don Antonio Sunol.  Pedro de Saisset, her stepfather, acted as her agent 
and general contractor for the construction of the building and he kept a diary of the construction process.1  The 
building was initially used for retail space on the lower level and lodging on the second floor.  Research for this 
project did not indicate whether Delores Sunol was involved with the operation of the lodging or how active she 
was in the management of the commercial properties.  After Sunol died, this building was left to her half-sister 
Isabel de Saisset.  De Saissett and her sister, Henrietta, constructed the Alcantra Building, designed by William 
Binder, as a tribute to their father, Pedro de Saisset, in 1903.  The sisters ran the Hotel Metropole out of the 
building.  Soon after construction of the Alcantra Building, the adjacent Sunol Building was incorporated into the 
hotel.  Isabelle appears to have been the prominent partner in running the hotel until her death in 1950.  The Hotel 
Metropole continued to operate until the late 1970s as a residential hotel, with various retail shops such as a card 
club, café, and barbershop located on the first floor.   
 
Under Criterion A, these buildings appear to have important associations with significant events or trends in local 
history as examples of late nineteenth century commercial construction that centered around the old City Hall.  
This area consisted of residential apartments, churches, theaters along South 1st Street, the old San Jose Post 
Office (now the San Jose Museum of Art), and other civic buildings.  The Sunol Building and the Alcantra 
Building both represent the pattern of commercial construction in this area.  The buildings do not, however, 
appear to be eligible under Criterion B, because Delores Sunol, in the case of the Sunol Building, and Isabele de 
Saisset do not appear to have made significant contributions in their fields of endeavor.  Research did not indicate 
that Delores Sunol was intimately involved with the operation or construction of the Sunol Building.  Instead, it 
appears that the building was a commercial investment.  Therefore, the building would not be eligible under 
Criterion B.  In the case of Isabel de Saisset, although she ran the hotel for a period of forty years and was known 
as a prominent businesswoman, she does not appear to have made significant contributions as a hotel proprietor.   
 
It appears that these buildings are eligible as important examples of early commercial architecture in San Jose 
because both were designed by influential San Jose architects (Criterion C).  The Sunol Building is a significant 
example of the Romanesque style of commercial architecture that originated on the East Coast in the late 
nineteenth century, as European Romanesque models became popular for commercial and civic architecture.  It 
was the influential personality and talent of Henry Hobson Richardson that brought out the Romanesque style 
seen in America’s downtown areas.  Richardson’s style of Romanesque architecture incorporated the polychrome 
brick models seen in the late Gothic Revival style, as well as Syrian arches that spring from ground level rather 
than a supporting pedestal.  Most importantly, Richardson emphasized the use of unusual sculptural shapes and 
rusticated materials.  His followers were usually less inventive, and most examples of this style are not as 
imaginative as Richardson’s original designs.  His most famous building is Trinity Church in Boston, Mass; but 
examples of this high style of Romanesque architecture disseminated across American and are also seen in San 
Jose.  The best example is located across South Market Street from the Alcantra Building, at 110 South Market 
Street, outside of the survey area for the present project.  There are also several examples in the San Jose 
Downtown Commercial District National Register Historic District (see Map Reference #12-10), including the 
Knox-Goodrich Building at 34 South 1st Street and the Letetia Building at 68 South 1st Street.  The Sunol Building 
has many of the character-defining features of the Romanesque style, and although designed by an architect, 
                                                 
1 Glory Anne Laffey, Sunol Building, DPR 523 form, 1992.   
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William D. Van Siclen, it is an outgrowth of the style that spread throughout America.  Although it does not 
employ many of the Richardsonian details apparent in high style examples, it is a significant instance of the more 
common examples of this type of commercial building.  Features such as the use of arch springs from the sill 
course of the second story, with articulated arch surrounds, the use of polychromatic materials, and stone sills 
identify this building as a Romanesque style commercial building.   
 
The Alcantra Building also has many of the character-defining features of the Romanesque style, but, additionally, 
incorporates elements found in other late nineteenth century commercial styles.  Despite its hybrid design, it also 
appears to be an important example of locally prominent architect William Binder’s work.  Binder eventually 
joined with architect Ernest Curtis to form the firm of Binder and Curtis, which operated as a local San Jose 
architecture firm for a period of fifty years.  Before joining Curtis, Binder designed the Carnegie Library on 
Washington Square, the San Jose Theater, and the Hall of Justice, all of which are elaborate Neoclassical 
buildings.  The Alcantra Building, constructed in 1903, is important as an early example of Binder’s early work, 
and although the design is not really representative of his later work, it is important in establishing a complete 
evolution of his style.  Binder and Curtis were known for using Renaissance Revival forms as well as Beaux Arts 
motifs in the their later designs.  Examples of Binder and Curtis’ work are the Montgomery Hotel, the Douglas 
Apartments, the Burrell Building, and the Deluxe Theater, all located on South 1st Street.   
 
Since the previous survey in 1998, these buildings have undergone a rehabilitation that follows the Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  The buildings function as one office, and although the storefronts have 
been remodeled, the design is sensitive to the original storefront design.2  Even though the buildings have 
undergone substantial interior changes (including the merging of the two buildings), they still retain a sufficient 
amount of integrity to convey their significance.  Additionally, these two buildings historically functioned as a 
merged space, when the Hotel Metropole operated out of the upper floor of the Alcantra Building and the Sunol 
Building from 1910 to 1970.   
 
In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction 
materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be 
a principal source of important information in this regard.  Furthermore, these property has also been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code and both appear to meet the significance criteria for listing in the 
California Register of Historic Resources. 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 San Jose Downtown Association, “Landmark’s Honored,” pamphlet found on the San Jose Planning website.   
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Photographs (continued):   
 

 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2. Camera facing northeast, September 18, 2002. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  142-146 West Santa Clara Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 142-146 West Santa Clara Street      City San Jose   Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  259-40-080 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The building at 142-146 West Santa Clara Street is located at the corner of South San Pedro and West Santa Clara 
streets.  Constructed in 1952, it is a one-story steel frame and reinforced concrete building with a flat roof.  The 
building is clad in glazed tile and has large aluminum frame plate glass windows.  A metal awning wraps around 
the north and west sides of the building sheltering the windows below.  Banks of fixed pane aluminum frame 
windows are set in wide masonry window surrounds on the east and south sides of the building.  The north side 
entry is recessed and has double glass doors surrounded by large plate glass windows.  The large windows 
continue down the west side of the building.  There is a large double steel door accessed by concrete steps at the 
south end of the west side of the building, and a secondary entrance on the south side.  Above the side entry there 
is a recessed louver with inset lettering reading “Burglar Alarm.” 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

southeast, September 18, 2002 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1952, Sanborn Maps 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Dividend Development Corp. 
3600 Pruneridge Ave. 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-46 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:   Hibernia Bank
B2.  Common Name:     

B3.  Original Use:    bank      B4.  Present Use:  none (vacant commercial building)      
*B5.  Architectural Style:  one-part commercial block
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Constructed 1952; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 142-146 West Santa Clara Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does the building appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. 
The property is located on the northwest corner of the block bordered by West Santa Clara, South San Pedro, Post, 
and South Market streets, an area that is generally commercial in character.  This block is located just west of the 
original downtown grid of San Jose that was surveyed and laid out in 1847 by civil engineer Chester S. Layman.  
As the population increased, San Jose’s downtown grew outward.   Commercial properties also expanded 
vertically in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, yet the character of the downtown area remained a 
mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  An active campaign by the business community after 
World War II sought to attract non-agricultural related businesses to San Jose.1   
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-
1961); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-1978); 
Santa Clara County Assessor Records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service (2002). 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. Orsi, 
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. DeMers, 
Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design Group, “San Jose Downtown Historic 
Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The building at 142-146 West Santa Clara Street was constructed in 1952 on the former site of Dick & Dyke Auto 
Shop. It was used as a branch of the Hibernia Bank from 1952 through 1988, when Hibernia Bank merged with 
Security Pacific National Bank.  The property appears to have been vacant most of the time since Hibernia’s 
departure, although it was home to the San Francisco Federal Savings in the mid-1990s.  
 
Hibernia Savings and Loan of San Francisco was one of California’s earliest banks.  Incorporated in 1864, it was 
established by Richard Tobin, a young Irish immigrant and founder of the Tobin & Tobin law firm, and John 
Sullivan, among others.  The bank helped finance San Francisco’s growth during the nineteenth century and in 
1889 built its Beaux-Arts style headquarters, designed by Albert Pissis, off Market Street in San Francisco.  It 
became one of the first buildings on the Pacific Coast to achieve international fame and by 1900 Hibernia Bank 
was the state’s largest bank.  A reorganization in 1946 made the bank a stockholding corporation, enabling it to 
provide commercial banking and trust services in addition to the savings bank services it had provided as a 
membership corporation.  During this period the Hibernia Bank expanded its operations, including this branch 
office in San Jose.  In 1980, Hibernia Bank absorbed the Security National Bank, based in Walnut Creek, and in 
1988 merged into the Security Pacific National Bank of Los Angeles.  After acquiring many smaller banks, 
Security Pacific merged into the Bank of America in 1992.2   
 
Although the Hibernia Bank served an important economic and commercial role in California, particularly in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, this building in downtown San Jose does not appear to be significant within that context, 
nor does this branch appear to have made a significant contribution to the city’s commercial development 
(Criterion A).    Similarly, the property does not appear to be associated with persons significant to local, state or 
national history (Criterion B).  The building is a modest example of commercial architecture from the 1950s and 
does not exhibit characteristics important to the design of mid-century banks.  Therefore, the building does not 
appear to embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.  It also does not 
appear to have been designed by a master architect and it does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).   
 
In addition, the building as not yielded, nor will likely yield, information important to history (Criterion D).  
Although the building retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural significance.  
Furthermore, this property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 Harold Kirker, California Architecture in Perspective (Niwot Colorado: Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1991); Hibernia Bank Records, 1859-1971 
manuscript collection, on file at The Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley, finding aid; Mergers in California Since 1980, online http: 
www.dfi.ca.gov/CONSUMER/mergers.htm, accessed 9/27/02; and Tobin & Tobin History, on line, http://www.tobinlaw.com/html/tt.history.htm, 
accessed 10/1/02. 

http://www.dfi.ca.gov/CONSUMER/mergers.htm
http://www.tobinlaw.com/html/tt.history.htm
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P1.  Other Identifier:  12 North San Pedro Street 
 
P3a.  Description:   
 

This building has been field checked, and, its exterior has not changed since the previous survey.  Attached is a 
copy of the 1992 survey and evaluation completed by Glory Anne Laffey, for the San Jose Planning Department.   
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
 
B10.  Significance: 

 
At the time of the previous survey, the building did not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places and was given the National Register Status Code of 6Z1.  This update has been prepared because that 
evaluation is ten years old; however, its conclusions still appear to be valid.  This building does not appear to meet 
the criteria for listing in the National Register, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of 
CEQA.  The property does not appear to be significant within the pattern of commercial development in San Jose 
nor does it appear to have important associations with significant events or trends in local, state, or national 
history (Criterion A).  Research did not indicate that any of the past owners or occupants have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building has served as an auto related business 
since its construction, and not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or style (Criterion C).  
Originally constructed in 1925, this building is a simple example of a brick one part commercial block with very 
little detailing, and does not appear to be the work of a master architect.  In rare instances, buildings themselves 
can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); 
however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of important 
information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of 
the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and 
does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.   
 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
JRP Historical Consulting Services 

  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California, 95616 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P1.  Other Identifier:  18 North San Pedro Street 
 
P3a.  Description:   
 

Attached is a copy of the 1991 survey and evaluation completed by Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning 
Department.  Since that previous survey, a field check revealed that the building has had another coat of stucco 
applied, as well as replacement windows installed on the second story of the facade.  A small addition on the 
northeast side of the building appears to have been recently constructed as well.   
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
 
B10.  Significance: 

 
At the time the building did not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and was given 
the National Register Status Code of 6Z1.  This evaluation still appears to be valid, as the building lacks integrity 
to its period of significance.  The two-story brick building was constructed in 1926 and remodeling has altered so 
much of the historic fabric that the building no longer retains its historic appearance.  The replacement of its 
windows, the application of stucco to the façade, and the construction of an addition on the northeast side, as well 
as alterations to the storefront, detract from the historic appearance of the building.  In addition, this property does 
not appear to be significant within the pattern of development of the commercial district in San Jose, nor does it 
appear to have important associations with significant events or trends, in local, state, or national history 
(Criterion A).  Research did not indicate that any of the past owners or occupants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  This property was originally constructed as a store 
and later served as offices for an engineering company.  The extensive alterations prevent the building from 
reflecting its original architectural style, and therefore it does not appear to be a significant example of a type, 
period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of 
important information about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property 
is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  
This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, 
using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet 
the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.   
 
 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California, 95616 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  3    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-51 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 23 North Market Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date (1961, photorevised 1980)  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 23 North Market Street City San Jose Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  259-34-042 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
This single story rectangular commercial building was constructed in 1906, and has a brick structure and a flat 
roof.  The building has been heavily altered, first in 1950 and again recently, resulting in one storefront at the 
façade (east side) that is three bays wide.  An entryway with double leaf wood doors featuring have circular lights 
is centrally located on the façade.   The doors are located in a half round opening.  Two bays composed of 
windows topped with half round lights flank the main entry.  These windows are set in infilled stucco panels.  A 
stucco panel is also located above the storefront and a stucco marquee panel sits on top of the storefront.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
west, October 3, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1906, County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Besson Family LTD Partnership 
1074 Riverside Drive, 
Los Altos, CA 94024 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser  
JRP Historical Consulting Services  
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110  
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: October 3, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-51 

DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    commercial     B4.  Present Use:   commercial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   one part commercial block
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1906, alterations 1950
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The downtown grid system of San Jose was 
surveyed and laid out in 1847, creating a downtown area bound by Julian, 11th, Reed, and Market Streets, and 
consisting of primarily residential lots dotted with religious buildings.  A concentration of commercial lots 
appeared around Market Street.  As the population increased, the area known as San Jose’s downtown grew 
outward and commercial properties also expanded vertically in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
yet the character of the downtown area remained a mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  An 
active campaign by the business community after World War II sought to attract non-agricultural related 
businesses to San Jose.  (See Continuation Sheet). 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978). 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 4, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued):   
 

With an economic base dependent upon the electronic and defense industries, multi-story nineteenth and twentieth 
century commercial buildings currently characterize the downtown area.   Additionally, city and county 
governmental agencies center around Market Plaza.1   
 
Constructed in 1906, this building originally housed two stores and in fact the building was designed with two 
storefronts.  By 1915, one of the spaces was occupied by a photoshop.  A series of businesses occupied this 
building over the next several years, including Jacob Atlas Clothing, Cangiamilla Brothers Barbers, and La 
Mexicana Grocery.  The building was remodeled in the 1950s and the interior firewall was removed to create a 
single storefront.  Physical evidence suggests that the building has again been remodeled recently.  The building is 
currently occupied by Thepthai Restaurant.   
 
Under Criterion A, the building does not appear to be significant within the development of the commercial 
district in downtown San Jose or significant trends or events in our history.  Although an early building in the 
downtown area, it does not retain sufficient historic integrity to identify it as an early commercial structure in 
downtown San Jose.  The property does not appear to have associations with people who have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  This building has been heavily altered and retains 
very little of its historic fabric, making it difficult to identify the original style or type of construction.  Because it 
retains so little historic integrity, it does not appear to be a significant example of a period, type, or method of 
construction (Criterion C).  In addition the building has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information 
for history as defined under Criterion D.  Furthermore, this property has also been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. Orsi, 
Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz and Donald O. DeMers, 
Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design Group, “San Jose Downtown Historic 
Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31. 











 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  1      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-54 
*Recorded by Amanda Blosser   *Date  September 2002    Continuation   ⌧  Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P1.  Other Identifier:  161-167 West Santa Clara Street (Lefranc Block) 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 1995 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 161-167 West Santa Clara Street, 
completed by Glory Anne Laffey for the report entitled “Historic Resources Evaluation Report 161 West Santa 
Clara Street.”  This form presented a comprehensive description and history of the Lefranc Block, which is 
comprised of 161-167 West Santa Clara Street.  The building was field checked, and its exterior has not changed 
since the previous evaluation. 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance:  

 
The previous evaluation recommended the Lefranc Block for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.  
Subsequently, the building was designated as a San Jose City Landmark in November 2001, and as a result the 
building is a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission 
determined that the building qualified for landmark status based on its identification with Paul Masson and 
Charles Lefranc, who made significant contributions to the regional development of the winemaking industry, as 
well as for architectural significance.  The building embodies distinguishing characteristics of Art Deco 
architecture, and was identified as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has 
influenced the development of the City of San Jose.   
 
This form, created to update the previous evaluation since it is more than five years old, concludes that the 
Lefranc Block appears to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places for the reasons 
identified by the San Jose Historic Landmark Commission when the building was nominated as a City Landmark.  
Like many of the buildings in the downtown district, the Lefranc Block was constructed in the late nineteenth 
century during the development of the mercantile district in San Jose.  Originally designed by San Jose architect 
Theodore Lenzen, this building served as the office for Paul Masson and Charles Lefranc, owners of the 
Alamaden Vineyards, until 1940.  William Weeks remodeled the building into its present Art Deco appearance in 
1930, during its period of association with the two winemakers.  The building would appear to be eligible under 
Criterion B for its association with Masson and Lefranc, and eligible under Criterion C as a significant example of 
Weeks’ work, in addition to being a significant example of Art Deco architecture.  Although the building has 
associations with the pattern of economic development in the San Jose downtown commercial core area, it does 
not appear to be significant within that context.  Neither does the building appear to have important associations 
with events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  In rare instances, buildings themselves can 
serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); 
however, this building does not appear to be a principal source of information in this regard. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Amanda Blosser 
  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California  95616 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P1.  Other Identifier:  177 West Santa Clara Street (Lyndon Building)
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 1991 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 177 West Santa Clara Street, 
completed by Glory Anne Laffey of Archives and Architecture for the City of San Jose, as part of the city’s 
Historic Resources Inventory of Downtown San Jose.  This form presented a comprehensive description and 
history of the Lyndon Building.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey recommended that the building was eligible for local listing, although it did not appear to 
meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (however, a complete National Register 
evaluation was not provided).  The building has since been designated a San Jose City Landmark by the San Jose 
City Council, in June 1992.  Although the building is considered a historic resource for the purposes of CEQA 
because of its status as a city landmark, this form, created because to clarify and update the previous evaluation, 
concludes that the building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.   
 
To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a property must have both significance and integrity.  Loss of 
integrity, if sufficiently great, will overwhelm the historical significance of a resource and render it ineligible.  
This is the case with the Lyndon Building.  Although it appears to have significance within the development of 
San Jose (Criterion A), the building does not retain sufficient historic integrity to convey this significance.  
Identified as the first home of the Times-Mercury, precursor to the San Jose Mercury News, the Lyndon Building 
was designed by Theodore Lenzen in 1884 and housed the newspaper until ca. 1902.  After the newspaper offices 
moved to Lighthouse Alley, the Lyndon Building was remodeled, and many of the elements of the original 
Italianate façade were replaced with Beaux Arts details.  As a result, the original design by Lenzen is no longer 
visible (Criterion C) and the building no longer retains integrity to its potential period of significance, 1884 - ca. 
1902.  The building does not appear to have important associations with historically significant individuals 
(Criterion B), nor does it appear to yield, or be likely to yield, information important to history (Criterion D).  
Therefore, the building does not appear to meet the requirements for listing in the National Register, although it is 
considered a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA because of its status as a San Jose City Landmark.    
 
*B14.  Evaluator:  Amanda Blosser 
  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California, 95616 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: 184-198 West Santa Clara Street and 14-16 South Almaden Avenue    

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 184-198 West Santa Clara Street and 14-16 South Almaden Avenue City San Jose Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 259-40-092  
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
There are three commercial buildings located on this parcel.  Two were constructed in 1891, including a one-story 
building at 190-198 West Santa Clara Street, and a two-story building at 14-16 South Almaden Avenue.  The third 
building on the parcel, at 184 West Santa Clara Street, was constructed sometime after 1960.  The façade of the 
building at 190-198 West Santa Clara features two storefronts, as shown in Photograph 1.  This building has been 
heavily altered, the modifications including the application of stucco siding, the installation of replacement 
windows and doors, and the addition of a large overhang on the westernmost storefront.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, 190-198 West 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

Santa Clara Street, camera facing 
south, May 30, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1891, and ca. 1960 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Get and Hung Yee  
PO Box 90352 
San Jose, CA 95116 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
 Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 30, 2002 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

  Intensive 
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-56 
 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Kim Tin Jewelry; Lee Yick Drycleaners; DacPhoc Restaurant
B3.  Original Use:    commercial    B4.  Present Use:   commercial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   One-part commercial block; two part commercial block
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1891 and ca. 1960; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
None of these buildings appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does 
the property appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The downtown grid system of San Jose 
was surveyed and laid out in 1847, creating a downtown area bound by Julian, 11th, Reed, and Market Streets.  
San Jose’s downtown consisted primarily of residential lots dotted with religious buildings, and a concentration of 
commercial lots around Market Street.  As the population increased, San Jose’s downtown grew outward.  
Commercial properties also expanded vertically in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, yet the 
character of downtown remained a mixture of residential and commercial until the 1930s.  (See Continuation 
Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Santa Clara County Recorder’s Book 
of Maps, Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-
1961); City Directories (various years); Santa Clara 
County Assessor Records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service (2002); 
Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca.1921 to 
1942; and USGS Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose 
West (1898-1978). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a. Description (continued):  
 
The second building on this parcel fronts South Almaden Avenue, and is a two-story commercial building as 
shown in Photograph 2.  The first floor of 14-16 South Almaden Avenue is three bays wide and has been heavily 
altered.  Each bay consists of a storefront that has been delineated with new stucco relief.  The second story is 
divided into four bays, each with a paired 1/1 double hung sash window.  These windows appear to be original to 
the building.  The parcel’s third building, at 184 West Santa Clara Street, is a one-story, concrete masonry unit 
building with a flat parapet roof.  It is set back from the street and currently serves as a drycleaners (Photograph 
3).   
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
An active campaign by the business community after World War II sought to attract non-agricultural related 
businesses to San Jose.  With an economic base dependent upon the electronic and defense industries, multi-story 
nineteenth and twentieth century commercial buildings currently characterize the downtown area.  Additionally, 
city and county governmental agencies center around Market Plaza.1   
 
The first buildings on the parcel treated by this form were constructed in the 1880s, and are not extant on the 
property today.  Composed of a series of wooden buildings, they were used by the Pacific Carriage Works, an 
early San Jose business founded by F.D. Hatman and A. Normandin in 1875 at 411 2nd Street.  By 1891, Hatman 
and Normandin commissioned Theodore Lenzen to design an L-shaped brick building that fronted both Almaden 
Avenue and West Santa Clara Street (the building currently at 14-16 South Almaden Avenue), replacing the 
buildings originally located on the parcel treated by this form.  Construction of this new building was completed 
in 1891, for $6,400.  Shortly after the completion of this construction, the company started to market ready-made 
buggies, harnesses, and saddles, selling off the carriage business.  The company underwent another series of 
changes in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, experiencing several changes in ownership (including 
transfer to several different family members), and yet another shift in their merchandise when in 1906 the 
company began selling Franklin automobiles.  By this time, the company was known as the Normandine-
Chapman Carriage Company.  They began to introduce other makes of automobiles to the business, and occupied 
the building at 14-16 South Almaden Avenue and the second building on the parcel, 190-198 West Santa Clara 
Street (discussed below), until 1912 when they relocated to the Capital Expressway.  After the Normandine-
Chapman Carriage Company left, the building at 14-16 South Almaden Avenue was used as a rooming house, 
becoming part of the Red Light District in San Jose.  The portion of the building that fronted West Santa Clara 
Street housed a second hand store and eventually was demolished, replaced sometime after 1960 by the 
drycleaners shop that is currently at 184 West Santa Clara Street.   
 
The building at the corner of West Santa Clara and Almaden Avenue (190-198 West Santa Clara Street) was also 
constructed in 1891.  At the time of its construction, the building had a wooden porch that extended out along the 
street, providing access to three entrances.  It is unknown what businesses occupied the building, as city 
directories do not list the tenants of this building, and it is possible that it functioned as part of the carriage works.  

                                                 
1Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose (San Jose, Calif.: Smith & McKay, 1985), 56; Ramon A. Gutierrez and Richard J. 
Orsi, Contested Eden: California Before the Gold Rush (Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1998), 5; Edwin A. Beilharz 
and Donald O. DeMers, Jr., San Jose, California's First City (Tulsa, Okla.: Continental Heritage Press, 1980), 50-60; and Dill Design 
Group, “San Jose Downtown Historic Survey,” prepared for the City of San Jose, (August 2000), 21-31.. 
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Since the early part of the 1900s, this building has undergone a series of changes.  Before 1915, the porch was 
removed and a projecting bay was added.  At this time, city directories list several residents, so the building may 
have been incorporated into the rooming house.  The footprint was enlarged by 1950 when an addition was 
constructed on the rear (south) side of the building. The interior partition walls were also remodeled.  In the 1920s 
and 1930s, the building housed a number of businesses, including a restaurant and barbershop.   
 
These buildings do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register, nor do they appear to be 
historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  The Hatman-Normandine Carriage Works building (14-16 South 
Almaden Avenue) was evaluated in 2000 by Frank Maggi as part of the Downtown Historic Survey for the City of 
San Jose by the Dill Design Group.  The survey stated that the building did not appear eligible because of a lack 
of integrity, although it appeared to be significant as an early business in San Jose, a conclusion that still appears 
to be valid.   
 
Although very little information is known about the building located at 190-198 West Santa Clara Street, it does 
not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  This building has been heavily altered, with 
very little of its exterior dating to its potential period of significance in the late nineteenth century.  The exterior 
walls have been clad with stucco, and the storefronts have been so heavily altered that there are no materials or 
architectural details that indicate that this building was constructed in the 1890s.  In addition to a lack of integrity, 
this building does not appear to be significant under National Register criteria.  Constructed in the early period of 
development in downtown San Jose, the building does not appear to be significant within this context because it 
was one of many buildings that made up a thriving downtown core.  The building at 190-198 West Santa Clara 
Street also does not appear to be associated with any occupants that made significant contributions to local, state 
or national history (Criterion B).  Under Criterion C, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a 
type, period, or method of construction.  Again because of the modifications to the building, the historic design 
has been lost.   
 
Additional damage to the integrity of the property as a whole occurred when the building currently at 184 West 
Santa Clara Street was constructed, sometime after 1960.  Constructed approximately eighty years after the other 
buildings, this building detracts from the setting, feeling, and association of the property.  Furthermore, research 
did not indicate that this building is associated with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history 
(Criterion C), nor does it appear to be associated with any important persons in local, state, or national history 
(Criterion B).   Being a modest commercial building, it does not appear to be an important example of a type, 
period, or method of construction.  Nor does it appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, or possess 
high artistic value (Criterion C). 
 
In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction 
materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be 
a principal source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the 
California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
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Photographs (continued):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 2.  14-16 South Almaden Avenue, camera facing east, September 17, 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 3.  184 West Santa Clara Street, camera facing south, September 17, 2002. 
n 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  34-36 South Almaden Avenue 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County  Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 34-36 South Almaden Avenue    City San Jose   Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  259-40-002 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

Tony’s Muffler shop is a one-story brick building with a flat parapet truss roof.  Sitting on a concrete foundation, 
the shop has a generally rectangular footprint.  The façade faces west and is divided into six bays.  Wood siding 
infills two of the six bays, and a storefront occupies a third bay at the south end of the building (Photograph 1).  
This storefront consists of an enframed window wall of four wood framed plate glass windows with four smaller 
windows positioned above.  A protruding lip separates these windows from an inset band of transom windows,  
the two central pairs of which have been covered with plywood.  A metal and neon sign is attached by metal 
brackets to the parapet between the second and third bays on the north end of the façade, as seen in Photograph 
2. 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northeast,  
September 18, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1945, City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

B. Briggs Trust 
1238 Lennon Way 
San Jose CA, 95125 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Kathleen Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  T & B Auto Repair
B2.  Common Name: Tony’s Muffler
B3.  Original Use:   commercial building      B4.  Present Use:  commercial building
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1945; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 34-36 South Almaden Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property 
is located half of block from the busy commercial district on West Santa Clara Street on an irregular lot bound by 
Almaden Avenue on the west, West Santa Clara Street on the north, South San Pedro Street on the east and Post 
Street on the south.  The lot had been divided into its irregular shape by 1909, although the commercial building at 
34-36 South Almaden Avenue was not built until about 1945 when Jack F. Lusardi established an auto repair shop 
at this location.  At the same time, Lusardi also owned a used car lot across the street at 35 South Almaden 
Avenue.    Parts & Service Inc. used the shop at 36 South Almaden Avenue to sell wholesale auto parts during the 
early 1950s.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, 
San Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San 
Jose (1898-1978); historic photos: 642, 643 & 2158, 
History San Jose. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September  2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
By 1955, The Muffler Man, owned by Gene Lockhart, shared the garage with Briggs Automotive Service, 
remaining in the building through the late 1960s.  Briggs changed its name to Briggs Radiator Service about the 
same time Briggs bought the shop, and the Muffler Man was renamed St. Claire Muffler Service.  Today the 
building is owned by the B. Briggs Trust and shared by T. & B. Auto Repair and Tony’s Muffler shop. 
 
The property at 34-36 South Almaden Avenue does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial building does not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics and is simply a utilitarian garage that does not appear to be important for 
its type, period, or method of construction.  The property does not appear to be the work of a master architect or 
builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  It has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).   While the neon sign has been altered from “Gene Lockhart: The Muffler 
Man” to “Tony’s Muffler,” and some of the doors have been filled in, the building otherwise retains historic 
integrity.  Despite its retention of integrity, however, the commercial building at 34-36 South Almaden Avenue 
lacks historical and architectural significance and therefore does not appear eligible for listing in the National 
Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this 
historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.  
 
Photographs (continued): 

 
Phot
 

rmation 

ograph 2.  Camera facing north, September 18, 2002. 

                                                                                                       *Required Info







                                                                

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-59
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  231-233 West Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  259-35-022
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as an individual property.     
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  Bridge over Guadalupe River (Bridge #37C-0318)
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address West Santa Clara Street  City San Jose 
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Guadalupe River at West Santa Clara Street, west side of Highway 87. 
  
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
Bridge #37C-0318 carrying West Santa Clara Street over the Guadalupe River in downtown San Jose is a 
continuous concrete tee beam bridge constructed in 1924.  The bridge measures thirty-one meters in length and 
22.9 meters in width.  With pedestrian sidewalks located on each side of the road, the bridge has a roadway width 
of 20.6 meters. The bridge deck is supported by board formed concrete piers with concrete abutments on the east 
end and concrete wing walls on the west end.  Both the abutments and wing walls appear to be of recent 
construction.  The railings are composed of reinforced concrete with decorative panels and painted inlaid tiles.  
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP19) Bridge
*P4.   Resources Present: Building ⌧ Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southeast, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1924, Caltrans Bridge Inventory 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Santa Clara County 
70 West Hedding Street 
San Jose, Ca 95110 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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DPR 523B (1/95)                            

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use: Bridge      B4.  Present Use: Bridge 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built 1924, alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   None
 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   Santa Clara County 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The bridge over Guadalupe River in downtown San Jose (Bridge #37C-0318) does not appear to meet the criteria 
for listing in the National Register Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes 
of CEQA.  The bridge is located on West Santa Clara Street, a main arterial road whose general alignment dates 
back to the 1850s.  The City of San Jose commissioned a survey of the town assigning block ranges and lot 
numbers to land within the city, establishing a gridiron pattern on the lands adjacent to the original pueblo. (See 
Continuation Sheet)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); USGS Quadrangles, San Jose, Milpitas 
(1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara County, 
1925, 1929; Caltrans Bridge Inventory. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Theresa Rogers
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 11, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Some of the streets, including West Santa Clara Street, incorporated existing thoroughfares, but were modified 
and straightened to adhere to the rectilinear layout of the survey.  West Santa Clara Street developed from a route 
that extended from San Jose across the Guadalupe River and Los Gatos Creek before turning northwest to link up 
with The Alameda.  The Alameda connected San Jose to Mission Santa Clara and the El Camino Real, which ran 
northward to San Francisco.1  
 
The popularity and increased use of the automobile after the turn of the century highlighted the need for a paved 
road system throughout the state, and the call for good roads became a widespread political issue.  In 1909 the 
legislature issued a bond approved by voters to acquire land and build a statewide highway system.  This 
legislation laid the foundation for California’s modern highway and improved county road system for both coastal 
and interior routes.  After 1915, counties began their own improvements, re-grading and surfacing existing roads, 
and in some cases replacing existing bridges, which appears to have been the case with the Guadalupe River 
Bridge.  The county built this bridge in 1924, probably as a replacement for a much earlier bridge on this major 
thoroughfare through San Jose.2
 
Bridge #37C-018 was constructed during a period of countywide and statewide improvements to roads and 
appurtenant structures in California resulting from the increased use of the automobile.  Following the lead of the 
state and other local governments, the bridge was likely built as part of Santa Clara County’s modernization of its 
infrastructure.  As such, the bridge does not appear to have important associations with historic trends and events 
(Criterion A), nor does it appear to be associated with any known significant historic persons (Criterion B).  While 
this bridge exhibits a form of public art with its decorative inlaid tiles, this change was made recently and overall 
the bridge does not embody distinctive architectural or engineering qualities (Criterion C).    Additionally, it 
appears that the abutments and wing walls have been replaced recently, compromising the bridge’s integrity of 
design, materials, and workmanship.  In rare instances, structures themselves can serve as sources of important 
information about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is 
otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  For 
these reasons, Bridge #37C-0318, located on West Santa Clara Street over the Guadalupe River in downtown San 
Jose, does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  This bridge has also been evaluated 
in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 
5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in 
these guidelines. 

                                                 
1 Dill Design Group, Expansion of the Century Center Redevelopment Plan Area and Mixed-Use Project Historic Resources Assessment, 11; and Clyde 
Arbuckle, History of San Jose (San Jose, California:  Memorabilia of San Jose, 1986), 59. 
2 Raymond Forsythe and Joseph Hagwood, One Hundred Years of Progress: A Photographic Essay of the Development of the California Transportation 
System (Sacramento: Signature Press, 1996): 11-13. 
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Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  374 West Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  259-38-128
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register status code.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in a formal process 
(National Register status code “2”).      
 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  4    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-62 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier:  Bridge over Los Gatos Creek (Bridge #37C-0319)
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address West Santa Clara Street City San Jose 
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Los Gatos Creek at West Santa Clara Street, north of Highway 280 and east of The Alameda. 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
Attached is the Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) form for Bridge #37C-0319, the bridge that carries West 
Santa Clara Street over Los Gatos Creek in downtown San Jose.   The HRI form, part of the 1978 San Jose 
Historic District Survey completed by W.N. Zavlaris and P. Dixon, presents a brief description of the Los Gatos 
Creek Bridge.  As part of the Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor project, JRP Historical Consulting Services 
staff field checked and further researched the bridge.  This update supplements the description provided in the 
1978 form. (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP19) Bridge
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

south, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1924, Caltrans Historic Bridge List 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Santa Clara County 
70 West Hedding Street 
San Jose, Ca 95110 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    Bridge       B4.  Present Use:   Bridge 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   1924, alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:  None
 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  Santa Clara County
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The previous recordation did not evaluate the Los Gatos Creek Bridge for National Register of Historic Places 
eligibility.  The present investigation concludes that the bridge does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in 
the National Register, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Bridge #37C-0319 
was constructed in 1924, during a period of countywide and statewide improvements to roads and appurtenant 
structures resulting from the increased use of the automobile.  Following the lead of the state and other local 
governments, the bridge was built as part of Santa Clara County’s modernization of its infrastructure during this 
period of increased vehicular transportation.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); USGS Quadrangles, San Jose, Milpitas 
(1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara County, 
1925, 1929; Caltrans Bridge Inventory. 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 4, 2002
 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Bridge #37C-0319 is a continuous concrete tee beam bridge with concrete decks.  Constructed in 1924, the bridge 
measures seventy-five feet (twenty-three meters) long, and eighty feet (twenty-five meters) in width. The bridge 
deck is supported by board-formed concrete piers with concrete abutments and wing walls (Photograph 1).   The 
east side abutment and wingwall on the north side appear to be of recent construction.  The bridge now carries 
four lanes of traffic (likely widened from two lanes at some point, but this has not been substantiated) and there 
are pedestrian sidewalks located on each side of the road. The railings are composed of reinforced concrete with 
decorative panels and painted inlaid tiles (Photograph 2). The decorative tile at the railings and the light 
standards are modern additions to the bridge, probably dating to the 1970s or 1980s.        
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The bridge is located on West Santa Clara Street, a main arterial road dating back to the 1850s when the City of 
San Jose commissioned a survey of the town, assigning block ranges and lot numbers to the city and establishing a 
gridiron street pattern on the lands adjacent to the pueblo.  Some of the streets, including West Santa Clara Street, 
incorporated existing thoroughfares that were modified and straightened to adhere to the rectilinear layout of the 
survey.  West Santa Clara Street developed from a route that extended from San Jose to the Guadalupe River 
before angling northwest to link with The Alameda, another arterial route connecting San Jose to Mission Santa 
Clara and San Francisco.  The city boundaries established during the 1850s remained roughly unchanged until 
after the turn of the century.1   
 
The popularity and increased use of the automobile during the early twentieth century pointed out the need for a 
paved road system throughout the state, and the call for good roads became a popular political issue.  In 1909, the 
legislature issued a bond approved by voters to acquire land and build a connected highway system.  This 
legislation laid the foundation for California’s modern highway and improved county road system for both coastal 
and valley routes.  After 1915, counties began their own improvements, re-grading and surfacing existing roads 
and in some cases replacing existing bridges, which appears to have been the case with the bridge treated by this 
form.  The county built the existing bridge over Los Gatos Creek (Bridge #37C-0319) in 1924, likely replacing a 
much earlier bridge on this major thoroughfare linking San Jose to San Francisco.2
 
As mentioned above, Bridge #37C-0319 was constructed during a period of countywide and statewide 
improvements to roads and appurtenant structures in California, and was part of Santa Clara County’s general 
modernization of its infrastructure.  As such, the bridge does not appear to have important associations with 
historic trends or events (Criterion A), nor does it appear to be associated with any known significant historic 
persons (Criterion B).  While this bridge exhibits a form of public art with its decorative inlaid tiles, this change 
was made recently and overall the bridge does not embody distinctive architectural or engineering qualities 
(Criterion C).  Additionally, it appears that the abutments and wing walls have been replaced recently, which, in 

                                                 
1 Dill Design Group, Expansion of the Century Center Redevelopment Plan Area and Mixed-Use Project Historic Resources Assessment, 
11; and Clyde Arbuckle, History of San Jose (San Jose, California:  Memorabilia of San Jose, 1986), 59. 
2 Raymond Forsythe and Joseph Hagwood, One Hundred Years of Progress: A Photographic Essay of the Development of the California 
Transportation System (Sacramento: Signature Press, 1996), 11-13. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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addition to the tilework, compromises the bridge’s integrity of design, materials, and workmanship.  In rare 
instances, structures themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction 
materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be 
a principal source of important information in this regard.  For these reasons, Bridge #37C-0319, located on West 
Santa Clara Street over Los Gatos Creek in downtown San Jose, does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in 
the National Register.  This bridge has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does 
not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2. Concrete bridge railing with decorative tiles. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 20 South Autumn Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 20 South Autumn Street City San Jose Zip 95110    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 APN:  259-038-121 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
The building at 20 South Autumn Street is a metal framed, side gable building sided and roofed with corrugated 
metal panels.  Two sizes of exterior mounted sliding doors appear on the west side and there is one interior 
mounted sliding door on the north side.  A shed roof addition located at the north side is clad in stucco siding and 
set with one roll-up metal door.  This addition has a composition roof with metal coping.  There is a portable 
building at the southwest corner of the lot. 
 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
east, May 31, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1950, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

John H. & Beverly A. Borch 
P.O. Box 2164 
Morgan Hill, CA  95038 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    light industrial/warehouse      B4.  Present Use:  light industrial/warehouse 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1950; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 20 South Autumn Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This building is part of 
infill development in what was known as Crandallville, a neighborhood west of Los Gatos Creek and east of 
Diridon Station.  The area was an early residential neighborhood that flourished after the arrival of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad (SPRR) in 1877.  (See Continuation Sheet)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); Thomas Block 
Book, ca. 1920. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 12, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.)
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The area was named for the former property owner, O.L. Crandall, who opened a small grocery store in the 
1870s.1  By the time SPRR arrived, the block between Autumn Street and Montgomery Street was settled with 
single-family houses.  The area between Autumn Street and Los Gatos Creek was not as densely settled, 
containing only and had scattered residences.  After World War II, the area along the creek developed a more 
commercial nature and many of the dwellings located on this side of Autumn Street were replaced with 
commercial and light industrial buildings.  The commercial building at 20 South Autumn Street was built in 1950 
as an auto repair shop run by Herbert Zeissler, who also operated a spray and paint shop located on the west side 
of the building.  At the time of the building’s construction, a one-story wood frame dwelling stood on the south 
side of the parcel.  This dwelling is no longer extant, and has been replaced with a parking lot.  The property is 
still used as an auto shop. 
 
The building at 20 South Autumn Street does not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its owners or inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The industrial building does not have 
distinctive architectural characteristics.  The building is a common type of industrial construction, a prefabricated 
metal structure, and does not appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  The building 
is not the work of a master architect or builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The building 
also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, this 
building has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the 
criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Basin Research Associates, “Historic Properties Report, Vasona Corridor Light Rail Project,” prepared for Federal Transit Authority 
and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, June 1999, 18.  
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 24 South Autumn Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 24 South Autumn Street City San Jose Zip 95110    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  259-38-123 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The building at 24 South Autumn Street has a front gable composition shingle roof and stucco siding.  Exterior 
mounted sliding metal frame doors with industrial sash glazing and corrugated metal below appear in the west and 
south sides of the building.  Both metal casement and aluminum frame replacement windows are set throughout 
the building.  On the north side of the building there are windows infilled with corrugated metal.  At the gable end 
a wood framed window infilled with corrugated plexiglass appears at the attic level.  Various windows appear in 
the south side, including some infilled with plywood and some with industrial metal sash.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

facing northeast, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

circa 1932, County Assessor’s 
Record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Edwin J.Garbarino 
2930 Dolbeer Street 
Eureka, CA  95501
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive   
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    light industrial/warehouse      B4.  Present Use:  light industrial/warehouse 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1932 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 24 South Autumn Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Located in what was 
known as Crandallville, the area was an early residential neighborhood that flourished after the arrival of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) in 1877.    The area, located west of Los Gatos Creek and east of Diridon 
Station, was named for the former property owner, O.L. Crandall, who opened a small grocery store in the 1870s.1  
By the time the SPRR arrived the block between Autumn Street and Montgomery Street was settled with single-
family houses.  The area between Autumn Street and the Los Gatos Creek was not as densely settled and 
contained only scattered residences located on the block such as the duplex that occupied the parcel at 24 South 
Autumn Street from 1915 until the 1930s, when it was replaced by the current building.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
 (1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles 
(1931); Thomas Block Books, 1920s; County Assessor 
records as reported to First American Real Estate 
Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 12, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

                                                 
1 Basin Research Associates, “Historic Properties Report, Vasona C y 
and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, June 1999, 18.  
orridor Light Rail Project,” prepared for Federal Transit Authorit
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
In the mid-twentieth century, the area along Los Gatos Creek became more commercial and industrial in nature.  
Many dwellings in the neighborhood were replaced by commercial and light industrial buildings, as was the case 
at 24 South Autumn Street where the duplex present on the parcel since 1915 was replaced by the current 
industrial building in about 1932.  The building housed a machine shop run by P.P. Garbarino, from the time of 
the building’s construction until 1960, when the business was renamed Gene Machine Shop and Ironworks.  The 
building currently serves as an auto shop and remains in the Garbarino family. 
 
The building at 24 South Autumn Street does not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building is a simple warehouse style 
building, common in commercial districts and lacking in distinctive architectural characteristics.  It does not 
appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  Additionally, the building lacks integrity, 
as modifications such as the installation of an exterior mounted door and replacement windows, either with new 
sash or infill panels have altered the building’s historic appearance.   The building is not the work of a master 
architect or builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).   The building also has not yielded, nor 
will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Lacking historical and architectural 
significance, as well as integrity, the building at 24 South Autumn Street does not appear to meet the criteria for 
listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 
15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
 
 

 























                                                               

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #12-68
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  Cahill Station and Santa Clara/Alameda Underpass, San Jose, CA 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  261-34-020 
 
Description:   
 

This resource has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This resource was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 1, 1993, as a contributor to the 
Southern Pacific Depot Historic District.      
 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  5      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-69 
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  105 South Montgomery Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 105 South Montgomery Street  City San Jose   Zip 95110    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-35-003; 261-35-010; 261-35-006 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

This form addresses three adjacent parcels containing a large, sprawling building that houses various parts of 
Stephens Meat Products.  The main building, located at 105 South Montgomery Street, is composed of the 
original Stephen’s Meat Products retail building and processing plant, as well as several additions including a 
modern shed located on the south side.  Constructed in 1948, the original retail building stands on the corner of  
South Montgomery and West San Fernando Streets and is one story tall, with a large flat overhanging awning as 
shown in Photograph 1.  A neon sign is located at the top of the parapet wall and the front façade is glazed with 
light, each of which is divided by a wood mullion.  The original 1950s sign is located on the south side of the 
retail building (Photograph 2).  (See Continuation Sheet).   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Property
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, façade, camera 
facing northwest, September 18, 2002
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1948, 1956, 1963, County Assessor’s 
records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Stephens Meat Products 
105 South Montgomery St. 
San Jose, CA  95110 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
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DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Stephen’s Meat Products
B2.  Common Name: Stephen’s Meat Products
B3.  Original Use:    Industrial     B4.  Present Use:  Industrial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Modern
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1948, 1953, 1963
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Much of the land on the western side of Los Gatos 
Creek was subdivided in the late nineteenth century, although portions of it were not developed until the twentieth 
century.  This area west of the creek to Bush Street and south to West San Carlos Street was known as 
Crandallville in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  Named after O.L. Crandall, the owner of a small 
grocery store located in the area, the heart of Crandallville was located north of the parcel treated by this form. 
Early development, in Crandallville was characterized by semi-urban farmsteads until the arrival of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad (SPRR) and the construction in the mid 1930s of Cahill Station.  After this time, the area began to 
exhibit an increasingly commercial character.  The SPRR bypass also generally provided an impetus for industrial 
businesses to relocate or build in the area during this period.  (See continuation sheet).  
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950) Santa Clara (1884); City Directories 
(various years); Santa Clara County Property Records; 
Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-1978). 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 25, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A large warehouse, the original processing plant, is attached to the western side of the retail building.  It has a flat 
roof and is also clad with stucco.  A small parking lot separates the retail building from another small, one-story 
building, as shown in Photographs 3 and 4.  This smaller building is one story tall, with a flat roof, overhanging 
eaves, and exposed rafters.  The façade is six bays wide, each divided with pilasters. Most of the bays feature 
industrial metal frame awning windows, but one bay contains a single leaf commercial door.  This building has 
been joined to the processing plant on its west side, and has a modern shed, shown in Photograph 5, on the south 
side.   
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The buildings previously constructed throughout Crandallville were small modest homes, so that after the station 
was built, the area became a mixture of residential development interspersed with businesses such as the Watkins 
and Scott Foundry, Pacific Electric and Gas Company and the SPRR.1  The parcels treated by this form were 
originally developed as residential lots.  In the mid-twentieth century, many dwellings in the area were replaced 
by commercial or industrial buildings; in the case of these parcels, Stephen’s Meat Products replaced the original 
residences in 1948.  The business expanded over time and a small building was constructed adjacent to Stephen’s 
Meat Market in 1953 to serve as an office building.  This building was incorporated into Stephen’s Meat Market 
when several additions were constructed in 1953 and 1963.  
 
The Stephen’s Meat Products property does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA, as it lacks historic and 
architectural significance, as well as integrity.  It does not appear to have important associations with significant 
events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  It does not appear that Stephen’s Meat Market 
made significant contributions to meat merchandising, or to local, state, or national history (Criterion B), nor did 
research indicate that any historically significant persons were associated with this building.  This large, rambling 
industrial building does not embody distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction (Criterion C).  The original Stephen’s Meat Market building was designed with a modern flair using 
materials that were typical of post war and early 1950s design.  The large additions extending to the end of block, 
however, have altered the building’s the setting and design has been altered.  The building also has not yielded, 
nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, this property has been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; and Basin Research Associates, “Historic Properties  
Report, Vasona Corridor Light Rail Project,” prepared for Federal Transit Authority and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, 
June 1999, 20. 
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Photographs (continued):  

 

Pho
Photograph 2.  Stephen’s Meat Products sign,  
camera facing southwest, September 18, 2002. 

 
 

t

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 
ograph 3.  Building adjacent to main building at Stephen’s Meat Products,  

camera facing southwest, September 18, 2002.   
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Photographs (continued): 

 
Photograph 4.  Addition to main building,  
camera facing west, September 18, 2002. 

 
Photograph 5.  Shed warehouse, on adjacent parcel, 

camera facing northwest, September 18, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: Coast Pipe and Supply Company Building
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date (1961, photorevised 1980)  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 140 South Montgomery Street City San Jose Zip 95110   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  259-48-052 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
This industrial building sits on a 0.59-acre parcel and faces South Montgomery Street.  It was constructed in 1949 
and encompasses 13,229 square feet, with roughly half of the space serving as a loading dock.  The building’s 
façade is seven bays wide, divided by brick pilasters.  Most of the bays feature a plate glass fixed pane window.  
One bay serves as the main entrance, with double leaf plate glass doors, and the easternmost bay is blind.  Above 
the storefront is a corrugated metal course capped by a flat roof.  The south side of the building serves as a loading 
dock that continues to the east side of the building.  A concrete driveway on the south side provides access to the 
rear portion of the parcel.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southeast, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1949, County Assessor’s record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

John and Alice Havens 
136 Clover Way 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive    
 



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  3       *NRHP Status Code  6                  

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #12-70 

DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Coast Pipe and Supply Company Building
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    Industrial/Warehouse     B4.  Present Use:  Industrial/Warehouse 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Industrial
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1949, possible alterations in 1977
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The Coast Pipe and Supply Company Building at 140 South Montgomery Street does not appear to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA.  Much of the land on the western side of Los Gatos Creek was subdivided in the late 
nineteenth century, although portions of it were not developed until the twentieth centuries.  The area west of the 
creek to Bush Street and south to West San Carlos Street was known as Crandallville in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, named after O. L. Crandall, the owner of small grocery store.  Early development in 
Crandallville was characterized by semi-urban farmsteads until the arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
(SPRR) and dramatically changed the area, change that was accelerated by the construction in the mid 1930s of  
Cahill Station.  The SPRR bypass also generally provided an impetus for industrial businesses to relocate or build 
in this area during the mid-twentieth century.  (See continuation sheet). 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
 (1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose, 
Milpitas (1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara 
County, 1925, 1929; San Jose-Overview, Fairchild 
Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles (1931).  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 25, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The buildings previously constructed throughout Crandallville were small modest homes,  so that after the station 
was built, the area became a mixture of residential development interspersed with businesses such as the Watkins 
and Scott Foundry, Pacific Electric and Gas Company, the SPRR.1  The parcel treated by this form was part of the 
Gillespie Subdivision in Crandallville, and originally the site of the Gillespie Lumber Company.  The lumber 
company occupied the site until the late 1940s when it was demolished.  The Coast Pipe and Supply Company 
building was constructed on this site in 1949, and a plumbing supply company has occupied this building since its 
construction.   
 
This building, while representative of later industrial development within the Crandallville area, does not appear 
to be significant within that context, or have importance in trends or events in local, state, or national history 
(Criterion A).  It does not appear that Coast Pipe and Supply Company made significant contributions to the 
plumbing industry, or local, state, or national history (Criterion B), nor did research indicate that any historically 
significant persons were associated with this building.  This large industrial building is an example of post-World 
War II industrial construction emphasizing an inexpensive and utilitarian approach to large scale industrial design, 
and as such does not embody distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction 
(Criterion C).  The building also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion 
D).  Because this property lacks historical and architectural significance, it does not appear to be eligible for the 
National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of 
the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and 
this historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 

                                                 
1City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; and Basin Research Associates, “Historic Properties  
Report, Vasona Corridor Light Rail Project,” prepared for Federal Transit Authority and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, 
June 1999, 20..   
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P1.  Other Identifier:  145 South Montgomery Street (Sunlite Baking Company) 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 1992 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 145 South Montgomery Street, 
completed by Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department.  The 1992 form presented a 
comprehensive description and history of the Sunlite Baking Company building.  Since that survey, a small 
addition has been constructed on the south side of the building that connects the original building to a large 
modern warehouse located on an adjacent parcel.  The main building, the warehouse, and the connection addition 
are all used by the Pacific Bell Telephone Company.   
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance:  

 
The 1992 survey concluded that the building at 145 South Montgomery Street appeared to be eligible for local 
listing (National Register Status Code 5S1), for its association with a well-known San Jose business, the Sunlite 
Baking Company, and a prominent San Jose family, the Gillilands.  As mentioned above, the previous survey 
presented a history of the building, yet it did not evaluate the building for historical significance under the criteria 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  This form, prepared to update the previous survey and 
evaluate the building under National Register criteria, concludes that the Sunlite Baking Company building does 
not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register, nor does it appear to be locally significant.  
Furthermore, this building does not appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  
 
It does not appear that the Sunlite Baking Company building is important within the pattern of industrial 
development in San Jose, nor does the building appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  Despite being established businessmen within the San Jose 
community, research did not indicate that Andrew T. Gilliland, Sr. or his son Allen Gilliland, Jr. made significant 
contributions to their field of endeavor (the bakery business), or local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  In 
addition, this building does not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or style (Criterion C).  The 
small addition on the side of the building detracts from its integrity because it connects the original bakery to the 
large warehouse located on an adjacent parcel.  Furthermore, the addition of this large warehouse compromises 
the setting of the original building.  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important 
information about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is 
otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  
Because this building lacks integrity, as well as historical and architectural significance, it does not appear to be 
eligible for listing in the National Register.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 
15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.   
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California  95616 
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Photograph: 
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Photograph 1.  Sunlite Baking Company building, camera facing southwest, September 18, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  150 South Montgomery Street (Harold Hellwig Ironworks) 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the 1991 inventory and evaluation form for the building located at 150 South Montgomery Street, 
completed by Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department.  The 1991 inventory and evaluation form 
presented a comprehensive description and history of the Hellwig Ironworks building.  This building has been 
field checked and its exterior has not changed since the previous evaluation.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey concluded that 150 South Montgomery Street did not appear to be eligible for local listing 
but did appear to be eligible for special consideration in local planning (National Register Status Code 5S3).  
Although the survey presented a history of the building, it did not evaluate the building’s historic significance 
under the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  This form, created to update the previous 
survey and apply National Register criteria to the building, concludes that although the Harold Hellwig Ironworks 
is a handsome brick building, it does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register, nor does it 
appear to be locally significant.  Furthermore, this building does not appear to be a historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA.  
 
The Harold Hellwig Ironworks building does not appear to be significant within the pattern of industrial 
development in the western portion of San Jose, nor does it appear to have important associations with significant 
events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  Research did not indicate that either Harold 
Helwig or the building’s subsequent tenant, Navlet’s Florist, made significant contributions to their respective 
fields of endeavor, or to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  In addition, this building does not appear to 
be a significant example of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  Although it is a nice example 
of a 1930s industrial brick building, it lacks architectural distinction that might define it as an important example 
of industrial or commercial architecture.  Constructed of relatively fireproof material, the design of the building is 
more a response to its function as an industrial ironworks rather than an important expression of an architectural 
type or style.  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not 
appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  Because this building lacks architectural 
and historical significance, it does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register.  This property has 
also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria 
outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines.   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, California  95616 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 39 North 5th Street; Everton Apartments
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is the previous survey of 39 North 5th Street completed in 1998 by Ward Hill and Glory Anne Laffey, for 
the report entitled, “Historical Background and Building Evaluation for the Civic Plaza Project EIR.”  Since that 
survey, several windows throughout the building, including four second story windows on the façade, have been 
infilled with wood.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
B10.  Significance: 
 
The 1998 inventory and evaluation for this property concluded that the house did not appear eligible for the 
California Register of Historical Resources because it lacked historic integrity as well as significance, although 
the survey did find the property to be eligible for inclusion in the City of San Jose’s Historic Resources Inventory 
as a Structure of Merit.  The 1998 form provided a history and description of the building, but did not evaluate it 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.  JRP has prepared this update form in order to evaluate 
the building’s historical and architectural significance under National Register criteria.  
 
Constructed sometime between 1901 and 1909 in the Neoclassical style, the two-story house was remodeled in 
1927.  This renovation included the construction of a front addition and the conversion of the residence from two 
flats into a ten-unit apartment building, known thereafter as Everton Apartments.  It also altered the façade to 
reflect elements of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.  Josephine Everton owned and resided at the property from 
1911 until her death in 1925, at which time her daughter, Merle M. Richardson inherited the building.  Merle and 
her husband Nicholas lived in the building until the remodeling began in 1927.  By 1935, the building had a new 
owner, and its name changed to the Louise Apartments, which it kept until the 1970s. 
 
The property at 39 North 5th Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register, because 
of a lack of historical and architectural significance as well as a lack of integrity.  Research conducted for this 
project did not suggest that the residence appears to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, 
or national history (Criterion A).  Neither the various owners, such as Josephine Everton and Merle M. 
Richardson, nor any of its inhabitants, appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national 
history (Criterion B).  Although the building has an attractive Spanish Colonial Revival façade, this element was 
added to the building at least two decades after its construction in the first decade of the twentieth century, and 
therefore detracts from the building’s integrity to the time of its construction.  Nor does the residence appear to be 
an exceptional example of a type, period, or method of construction, or the work of a master architect or builder 
(Criterion C).  The remodeling of the building that occurred in 1927 (including its conversion into an apartment 
building, and the addition of a front element with Spanish Colonial Revival features) has detracted from the 
building’s integrity, as has the infilling of several of its windows.  The property also has not yielded, or will likely 
yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  For the reasons stated above, this residence does not appear 
to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
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of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse and Julia Cheney 

JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
Davis, California, 95616
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  919 The Alameda 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 919 The Alameda   City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-069 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The two-story building at 919 The Alameda was constructed in 1951 and has a rectangular plan topped by a flat 
parapet roof.  The exterior of the concrete building is finished with stucco, except for the first story on the façade  
(south side), which is clad in rough-faced brick.  The façade, shown in Photograph 1, has a full-length balcony 
with a blind balustrade sheltered by an overhanging boxy cornice of the same design.  The main entrance consists 
of two recessed glass doors with sidelights and a transom centrally located on this side.  A brick pilaster separates 
the two doors.  Regularly spaced 1/1 aluminum frame windows appear at the second story of both south and west 
sides of the building.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northeast, 
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1951, County Assessor Record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

James E. Hartigan / Tina Orsi-Hartigan 
919 The Alameda 
San Jose, CA 95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  Campisi Building
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   office building     B4.  Present Use:  office building      
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Commercial/ Utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1951; one-story addition 1964, other 
alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      
 
B9.  Architect:  unknown   b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

The property at 919 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located 
on Lot 3 of the Morrison Estates Subdivision, approved by the Santa Clara County Recorder’s Office 1876.  
Bound by Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, and including parcels facing both sides of 
Morrison Avenue, the subdivision remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century.   At that time, 
moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed along Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, and smaller 
working-class houses were built along Cinnabar Street. The modern street known as The Alameda roughly 
follows a 200-year old thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west and north of downtown San Jose.  
The modern roadway began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided.  In the early twentieth century, 
The Alameda remained largely residential, served by an electric railway that ran along its length into the 
downtown area. (See Continuation Sheet)  
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-
1978); County Assessor records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The west side is also set with a centrally located pair of casement windows and a glass door sheltered by a canvas 
canopy.  The east side of the building is windowless.  The north side (rear) of the building has a flat roofed 
addition with a patio on the roof surrounded by wood railing and lattice work (Photograph 2).  The patio roof 
overhangs on the west side, sheltering a flush metal personnel door.  The patio is accessed from the main building 
by a glass door at the second story with a single side light and transom, flanked by large picture windows.   The 
rear entrance, a metal-framed glass door, is sheltered by a flat roofed awning supported by two concrete block 
walls.  A band of metal-framed windows with lug sills appears at the second story of this side, and a pair of two 
light aluminum windows and two nine light fixed pane windows are set in the ground floor.  
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Prior to the 1930s, only a few stores, manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works were located along 
The Alameda near the tracks of the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east 
end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a residential neighborhood to an increasingly 
industrial and commercial area, with businesses positioned to take advantage of the nearby rail facilities.  
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial 
corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The 
Alameda in the form of condominiums.1  
 
This property was constructed in 1951, late in the development of the area, and has been used as office space for 
numerous occupants over the years.  In the 1950s and 1960s, the building was known as the Campisi Building 
after its owner Dr. S. V. Campisi, who also owned the adjacent building at 865-917 The Alameda (Map Reference 
#13-22) during the same period.  In 1955, for example, the building was occupied by dentists Leo Arena and Chas 
J. Borsi; Galen Ebert, a physician; civil engineers James & Winter and Leo Ruth; and the Central Medical 
Laboratory.  The civil engineering firm Ruth, Going & Beck later obtained ownership of the building and were the 
sole occupants in the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
The property at 919 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations within the context of 
commercial development in the San Jose area, or with significant events or trends in local, state, or national 
history (Criterion A).  None of the people associated with the property appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building also does not embody distinctive 
architectural characteristics and is a modest example of commercial architecture that does not appear to be an 
important example of a type, period, or method of construction.  The property also does not appear to be the work 
of a master architect or builder, and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  In addition, the building 
has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  The building was modified 
with a one-story rear addition in 1964, but this change did not alter the style of the building.2   Although the office 
building at 919 The Alameda generally retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural 
significance, and therefore does not appear to meet the criteria for  listing in the National Register.   This property 

                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision,” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, 12; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1884, 
1891, 1915, and 1951; City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
2 City of San Jose Building Permit # 43422, dated February 3, 1964. 
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has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria 
outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2.   North side, camera facing east, May 31, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 735 The Alameda
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 735 The Alameda  City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-01-001 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The single-story restaurant building located at 735 The Alameda has an area of 3,129 square feet with a 
rectangular footprint, and is located on a triangular parcel between Stockton Avenue and The Alameda.  Capped 
by a flat roof with a pent skirt clad in composition shingles, the south, west, and east sides have large storefront 
windows set in aluminum frames (Photograph 1).  A cinder-block half-height wall forms a courtyard used as an 
outdoor eating area located south of the building.  West of the building is an original flat roof carport supported by 
metal poles (Photograph 2). 
  
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northeast, September 18, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1956, County Assessor’s record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Alameda of Stockton LLC 
100B Frederick Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive  
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    commercial     B4.  Present Use: commercial
*B5.  Architectural Style:      

*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1956; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:      b.  Builder:     

*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 735 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern roadway 
known as The Alameda began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  
In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and adjacent neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by 
an electric railway that ran along the roadway to downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had 
only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad 
(SPRR) tracks at this time.  Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue 
was transformed from a residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial area, with businesses positioned to 
take advantage of the upgraded facilities of SPRR as well as the new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950) Santa Clara (1884); City Directories 
(various years); and Santa Clara County Property 
Records; Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; 
USGS Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-1978). 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial 
corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The 
Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
This parcel is located within the Rhodes Homestead subdivision, which was the last of several large properties 
subdivided in the area north of The Alameda and adjacent to Stockton Avenue.  Other properties around the 
Rhodes Homestead tract were subdivided in the nineteenth century, but remained largely undeveloped until the 
turn of the twentieth century.  The area steadily developed with commercial and industrial properties along 
Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, while a mix of working and middle class houses appeared on the interior 
streets.  Although many of the properties along Rhodes Court and other adjacent streets have remained residential, 
others have been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, multi-family 
and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.  The commercial 
building at 735 The Alameda, constructed in 1956, operated as John’s Drive-In restaurant until the 1960s, at 
which time the building the restaurant changed to the Big Spur Drive-In.  It later became the A&W Root Beer 
Drive-In during the 1970s and 1980s.  The property now serves as a used car lot.2
 
The property at 735 The Alameda does not appear to be importantly associated with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its owners or occupants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial building is a relatively 
unadorned roadside restaurant style building that does not appear to be important for its type, period, or method of 
construction, having no distinctive architectural characteristics.  The property also does not appear to be the work 
of a master architect or builder, and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property has not 
yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Although the building at 735 The 
Alameda generally retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural significance, and 
therefore does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.   Furthermore, this property has 
been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined 
in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
2 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, 1930, 1951, and 1962; and City Directories, 1920 to 1985.  To the north and 
west of the Rhodes Homestead was the “Morrison Estates Subdivision,” recorded in 1876.  See Santa Clara County Recorder Book of 
Maps A, 12. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 

 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2.  Flat roof carport, camera facing north, September 18, 2002. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
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    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
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P1.  Other Identifier:  763-773 The Alameda / 175-185 Stockton Avenue 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 763-773 The Alameda  / 175-185 Stockton Avenue     City San Jose      Zip 95113    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-082 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

This asymmetrical parcel contains two buildings: one, at 763-773 The Alameda, constructed in the 1930s, and the 
other, at 175-185 Stockton Avenue, constructed circa 1945.  The building at 763-773 The Alameda is a two-story 
rectangular concrete block building that rests on a reinforced concrete foundation facing south.  It is topped by a 
steel truss gable roof with six skylights, concealed at the façade by a parapet with wide coping (Photograph 1).   
Most openings on the storefront level have been boarded over, except for a set of double doors with a transom and 
a single window in the center of the building.  Fenestration on the second story consists of a set of six 6/1 wood 
frame double hung windows.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, 763-773 The Alameda, 
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

camera facing north, September 18, 
2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1930s/ca. 1945, City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Philip and Martha Sanfilippo 
18200 Almaden Expressway 
Santa Jose, CA 95120 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris/Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   commercial/industrial   B4.  Present Use:  commercial
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Commercial
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1930s (763-773 The Alameda) & ca. 
1945 (175-185 Stockton Avenue); alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 

Neither building on the parcel containing 763-773 The Alameda and 175-185 Stockton Avenue appear to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor do the buildings appear to be historical resources 
for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern street known as The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old 
thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west and north of downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway 
began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth 
century, The Alameda and adjacent neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by an electric railway that 
ran into downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had only a few manufacturers, machine 
shops, and sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks at this time.  Between the 
1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a residential 
neighborhood to an increasingly industrial area, with businesses positioned to take advantage of the nearby SPRR 
upgraded facilities as well as the new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.    (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); County Assessor records as reported to 
First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A three-light window and two metal doors appear on the east side of the building, and the west side butts up 
against the adjacent building.  The vertically divided open interior contains an upstairs office located at the south 
end of the building, with wood frame nine-pane windows overlooking the floor below.  There are louver vents and 
4/4 double hung windows on the second story of the north side of the building.  A one-story addition extends from 
the north side of the building’s main two-story element, set with two four-pane fixed windows. 
 
On the same parcel, facing east, is a concrete masonry block building at 175-185 Stockton Avenue that was 
constructed circa 1945, but appears to have been recently remodeled.  This single story, rectangular commercial 
building is capped by a flat roof and sits on a concrete foundation.  The façade features a main entrance consisting 
of double aluminum frame and glass doors, as well as three sets of fixed metal-framed windows with small sliding 
segments on the lower portion and reflective glass, as seen in Photograph 2.  A boxed awning spans the façade 
above the windows.  The north side has a small sliding window with false muntins facing the adjacent parking lot. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later re-designated as SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a 
commercial corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to 
The Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
The building at 763-773 The Alameda, constructed in the 1930s, has served a variety of commercial and industrial 
endeavors over the years.  It housed the San Jose Tractor and Equipment Company until the 1940s, then, after a 
short period of vacancy, was occupied by the Coca Cola Bottling Company through the 1950s.  By 1962, the 
building was used as a plumbing supplies warehouse, changing to a bakery in the mid 1970s and returning to use 
as a warehouse in the 1980s.  The building is currently owned by the Alameda of Stockton LLC, and is occupied 
by an antiques dealer.2   
 
The building at 175-185 Stockton Avenue was constructed circa 1945 as part of the Coco-Cola Bottling 
Company’s operations on the parcel.  During the late 1940s and 1950s, it was used as a wholesale facility, a repair 
shop, and bottled beverage storage.  Currently, the building houses the Center for Training & Careers/Worknet.  
Its current appearance reflects what are likely recent alterations, such as new storefront windows. 
 
The buildings at 763-773 The Alameda and 175-185 Stockton Avenue do not appear to be associated with 
significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of their inhabitants appear 
to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  These commercial 
buildings do not embody distinctive architectural characteristics, and neither appears to be important for its type, 
period, or method of construction.  They do not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and do not 
possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Maps, 1915, 1928, 1945, and 1951; and City 
Directories, 1930-1950. 
2 Building Permits, #9796, dated February 20, 1976 and #5084, dated May 31, 1983.   
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information for history (Criterion D).  Alterations to the building at 763-773 The Alameda appear to be minimal, 
thus it appears to retain historic integrity.  In contrast, the building at 175-185 Stockton Avenue has likely been 
highly modified and now has aluminum storefront windows and a single storefront entry.  These alterations 
reduce the historic integrity of the property as a whole.  Lacking a measure of integrity, as well as historical and 
architectural significance, the buildings do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  
Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 
 

 

Photog
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

raph 2. 175-185 Stockton Avenue, camera facing west, October 3, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  807 The Alameda 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 807 The Alameda   City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-006 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The Moderne style commercial building at 807 The Alameda, shown in Photograph 1, was constructed in 1939. 
The building is rectangular in plan, constructed of reinforced concrete, and capped by a flat roof with a parapet on 
the façade (south side).  There is a centrally located set of glass doors on the façade, sheltered by a projecting 
scalloped concrete hood. The hood and entrance are flanked by engaged fluted pilasters, between which, on the 
upper portion of the wall, is a recessed vertical fluted motif with a medallion at the top, as shown in Photograph 
2.  On either side of the entrance there are large recessed plate glass windows with protruding wood sills and 
canvas awnings.  There are also engaged fluted pilasters at the corners of the building.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northwest,  
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1939, County Assessor Record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Nick and Stacia Peponis 
789 The Alameda 
San Jose, CA 95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  Brown’s Baths
B2.  Common Name: International Deli Bakery and Liquors
B3.  Original Use:   Commercial building  B4.  Present Use:  Commercial building
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Moderne 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Constructed 1939; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown   b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 807 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The street known as The 
Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west and north of 
downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late 
nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and adjacent neighborhoods remained largely 
residential served by an electric railway that ran to downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda 
had only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad 
(SPRR) tracks at this time.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)      
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
County Assessor records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002; Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; 
USGS Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West 
(1898-1978).  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002     
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                      *Required Information 



 
 
 
 
Page 3  of  4     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-05 
*Recorded by Christopher McMorris   *Date  May 31, 2002   ⌧  Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The west side of the building butts up against the adjacent hotel building, and the east side of the building is 
obscured by a tall steel gate clad with raised ridge metal panels. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a 
residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial area, with businesses positioned to take advantage of the 
nearby SPRR upgraded facilities, as well as the new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.  Automobile-oriented 
businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 1920s.  The route, later 
re-designated as SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial corridor between 
Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The Alameda in the form of 
condominiums.1
 
Constructed in 1939, the building at 807 The Alameda originally housed a bathhouse operated by F.E. Brown and 
a health store operated by Gladys Patrick.  By 1943 the building was vacant, but by 1947 it was shared by F.E. 
Brown’s Baths, R. Burmeister’s Health foods and L.A. Debari, a barber.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps 
from 1950 depict the front corners of the building at 807 The Alameda divided into two smaller shops, with the 
remainder of the building functioning as a bathhouse.  By 1955, the building was used by Alameda Barber Shop 
and Coast Water Softeners Company.  On September 19, 1974, the current owners, Nick and Stacia Peponis, 
purchased the building, which now houses the International Deli, Bakery & Liquor Store.   
 
This property does not appear to have important associations within the context of the commercial development in 
the San Jose area, or with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  Nor do any 
of the people associated with the property appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national 
history (Criterion B). The building at 807 The Alameda does not appear to embody distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction, nor does it appear to be the work of a master architect or builder 
(Criterion C). Although the facade of the building has moderate Art Moderne features, it is not a distinctive 
example of this architectural style.  In addition, the commercial building has not yielded, nor will likely yield, 
important information for history that would make it eligible under Criterion D.  This property has also been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in the guidelines. 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

Photogr
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 
aph 2.   Detail of Moderne ornamentation, camera facing northwest, May 31, 2002. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  3      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-06 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 45 Wilson Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 45 Wilson Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95126
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-033-024 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
The property at 45 Wilson Avenue contains a one-story building and a two-story building, both constructed in 
1946.  Both buildings have flat parapet roofs, stucco finished walls, and Art Moderne details.  The main entrance 
of the one-story building, located on the building’s façade (east side), consists of a brick stoop leading to a flush 
metal door flanked by glass brick.  A built-out awning with no supports shelters the entryway.  This building also 
has three metal casement sash windows with smoked glass and wood sills.  The north wall of the one-story 
building is set with multi-light metal sash windows. One quarter of this wall is sheathed in stucco and three 
quarters in vertical groove wood paneling.  One modern roll up door, a replacement sliding vinyl door, and a flush 
wooden door provide entry to the building at this side.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southwest, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1946, County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Dean & Pamela Nelson 
1775 W. Hacienda Avenue 
Campbell, CA  95008 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Bee Precision Sheet Metal, North Valley Enterprises
B3.  Original Use:    industrial/warehouse     B4.  Present Use:  industrial/warehouse
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Commercial with Art Moderne details
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built 1946; alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 45 Wilson Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The development of this 
area depended largely upon the development of the nearby roadway, The Alameda, as a modern thoroughfare.  
The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old route that runs approximately three miles west and north of 
downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when this portion of San Jose was subdivided in 
the late nineteenth century.  Despite this early subdivision, most of the property in the vicinity of the current 
parcel remained characterized by semi-urban farmsteads until the arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad and 
subsequent industrialization.  Residential development was encouraged by an electric railway servicing downtown 
San Jose and many neighborhoods along The Alameda included grand homes north of Race Street.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles; Thomas Block Book, c1920; County 
Assessor records as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The two-story building that is also located on this parcel has a modern roll up door with no windows on the side 
facing Wilson Avenue. The east wall, which has no openings, is board formed concrete with pilasters, while the 
north wall is located against the south side of the one-story building.  A parking area located to the north of the 
one-story building is enclosed by a curved concrete and stucco wall, and a chain link fence.   
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Working class neighborhoods with smaller dwellings began to fill in the parcels between Race Street and Los 
Gatos Creek, where homes were intermixed with commercial buildings through the 1920s.1   During the 1920s 
and 1930s, prior to construction of the buildings currently located at the parcel, T. J. Gavin and Mr. and Mrs. 
Manuel Adrian owned the property at 45 Wilson Avenue.  By 1947, after the construction of these two buildings, 
the Bay Cities Asbestos Company, Erickson Van & Storage, and United Van Lines operated at the property.  
These companies were joined by Allied Van Lines between 1950 and 1960.  By the late 1960s, Tucker Printing 
had their business at this site.  Currently, Bee Precision Sheet Metal and North Valley Enterprises are located at 
this parcel. 
 
The buildings at 45 Wilson Avenue do not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends 
in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of their occupants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The buildings do not embody distinctive 
architectural characteristics and are instead modest examples of the commercial Art Moderne style.  The buildings 
also do not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder and do not possess high artistic value (Criterion 
C).  The buildings have not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  In 
addition, the buildings have been modified through the installation of modern roll up doors, replacement windows, 
and some new siding.  Thus, not only do the buildings lack historical and architectural significance, they also lack 
historic integrity.  Furthermore, these buildings have been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) 
of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, 
and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
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 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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P1.  Other Identifier: 808 and 824-826 The Alameda
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 808 and 824-826 The Alameda City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-33-023 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
There are two buildings and one object located on this parcel addressed as 808 and 814-826 The Alameda.  A one-
story commercial building at 808 The Alameda, as well as Babe’s Muffler statue, are located on the northeast 
corner of the parcel.  This one-part block building has a generous setback and is three bays wide, with a stepped 
parapet façade and a flat roof (Photograph 1).  Pilasters divide the bays on the façade.  Two of the bays are open 
at the front for car repair with side closing metal gates for security.  The third bay, on the eastern side of the 
façade, has a central recessed single leaf door flanked by fixed pane plate glass windows with aluminum framing.  
The transom above the storefront has been replaced with wood paneling.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure ⌧ Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southwest, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

824-826 The Alameda-ca. 1920s; 808 
The Alameda-ca. 1930s, “Babe” statue – 
1954, County Assessor’s Records 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Dean & Pamela Nelson 
1790 Rucker Avenue 
Gilroy, CA  95020
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:  Babe’s Muffler 
B3.  Original Use:    Commercial Building      B4.  Present Use:  Commercial Building
*B5.  Architectural Style:  808 The Alameda-Art Moderne; 824-826 The Alameda-Spanish Eclectic
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  808 The Alameda circa 1930s; 824-826 The 
Alameda circa late 1920s; “Babe” statue 1954; alteration unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:  Object-“Babe”  
 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

The site and object located at 808 The Alameda were previously surveyed in 1992.  At that time they were 
recommended as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The City of San Jose Historic 
Landmarks Commission also determined that the site at 808 The Alameda and the Babe statue embodied 
distinguishing characteristics of the roadside vernacular architectural type, and exemplified the “cultural, 
economic, social or historic heritage of the City of San Jose.”  They were also identified for their “character, 
interest or value” as part of the “local, state, or national history, heritage, or culture within the City’s historic 
theme of Communication and Transportation during the City’s Industrialization/Suburbanization Era (1945- 
present).”1  As a result, they were designated as City Landmarks by the City of San Jose City Council in 1993.  
Because the building at 808 The Alameda and the Babe statue are City of San Jose Landmarks, they appear to be 
historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-
1950); City Directories (various years); Building Permits, 
San Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose, 
(1898-1978); San Jose-Overview, Fairchild Aerial 
Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles (1931); Thomas Block Books, 
ca. 1920.  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Amanda Blosser 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Memorandum to Honorable Mayor and City Council, from Historic Landmarks Commission, January 20, 1993. 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A roll up metal door and a single leaf wood door are located on the southeastern side of this one-story building, 
facing Wilson Avenue.  
 
Located in front of the one-story building, which houses Babe’s Muffler Shop, is a fifteen-foot figure of “Babe.”  
The polychrome representation was constructed by Roland “Babe” Royer in 1954 and holds a muffler in his 
hands.  A pop-art sign consisting of a metal pipe and plastic panels reading “Muffler” is located behind the statue 
of Babe (Photograph 2).   
 
The building at 824-826 The Alameda (Photograph 3) is a two-story commercial building that sits on the 
northwest corner of the parcel.  Constructed in the late 1920s, the two-part commercial block has a curved parapet 
facade.  Located on the parapet are a circular louvered attic vent and a tiled pent roof.  The second story of the 
façade has two bay windows each with a triple arrangement of a fixed pane window flanked by 3/1 double hung 
wood sash windows.  The first story is two bays wide with two storefronts.  A single leaf door is located on the 
west end of this side, with paired fixed pane wood sash windows.  A recessed single entry door with fixed pane 
wood frame windows and a stucco kickplate form the second storefront.  The façade has been clad with stucco, 
but the building retains its original vertical wood groove siding at its south and east sides (Photograph 4).   
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
However, the buildings and the Babe statue, despite their earlier evaluation, do not appear to meet the criteria for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does the building at 824-826 The Alameda.  The 
commercial building at 808 The Alameda was built in the early 1930s.  Initially it housed an auto repair shop, 
with a small Seaside gas station (no longer extant) located on the north side of the parcel.  From 1933 until 1950, 
various auto repair shops and gas stations occupied this building.  In 1954, Roland “Babe” Royer relocated his 
business, Babe’s Muffler Service, to this address.  It was the first muffler shop on The Alameda and the first 
Babe’s Muffler Shop in San Jose.2  His business was very successful, allowing Royer to expand his operations 
throughout the Santa Clara Valley and eventually Northern California.  In 1954, Royer attended a trade show 
where a model of Paul Bunyan holding an ax was displayed.  Adopting the idea, he converted Bunyan to a 
representation of himself, using the gimmick for advertising.  The muffler shop on The Alameda was one of 
several businesses in San Jose that utilized the roadside vernacular for advertising in San Jose, but the “Babe” 
statue is the only one in San Jose that remains extant.   
 
Despite the findings for local significance under City of San Jose’s criteria, the building at 808 The Alameda and 
the associated statue do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  To 
be eligible for listing in the National Register a property must have both significance and integrity.  Loss of 
integrity, if sufficiently great, will overwhelm the historical significance of a resource and render it ineligible.  
Integrity is determined through application of seven factors: location, design, setting, workmanship, materials, 
feeling, and association.  These seven can be generally grouped into three types of integrity considerations.  
                                                 
2 State of California-Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation, Historic Inventory Form, “808 The Alameda,” 
Glory Anne Laffey, July 29, 1992. 
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Location and setting relate to the relationship between the property and its environment.  Design, materials, and 
workmanship, as they apply to historic buildings, relate to construction methods and architectural details.  Feeling 
and association pertain to the overall ability of the property to convey a sense of the historical time and place in 
which it was constructed.  In applying National Register criteria, it is necessary to address both significance and 
integrity because the period of significance establishes the baseline or standard against which integrity is 
measured.   
 
In terms of historic significance, the building at 808 The Alameda and the Babe statue were determined by the San 
Jose Historic Landmarks Commission to have an important association with significant events in local, state, or 
national history.  At the time when Babe’s Muffler Shop occupied the building at 808 The Alameda, the 
construction of these “larger than life” representations gained popularity as an advertising gimmick.  Much of this 
roadside “art” aimed at eye caching signage that drew in the motorist, advertising a range of products from 
mufflers to miniature golf.  Examples of these statues are still extant throughout California, including a Paul 
Bunyan statue in Healdsburg, who advertises mufflers; Livermore’s rodeo promotion man; a King of All Mufflers 
in Whittier, and a Paul Bunyan in Hayward who advertises tires.  Babe is the only one of several “muffler men” 
once located in San Jose that is still extant.  The statue appears to be significant at the local level for its 
association with this trend in local, commercial history (Criterion A).  Under Criterion B, the inhabitants at 808 
The Alameda do not appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history.  Although 
Roland “Babe” Royer was a well-known businessman, he does not appear to have made significant contributions 
to his field of endeavor.  As mentioned above, Royer was one of many businessmen who utilized this type of 
vernacular roadside advertising for his business and therefore he does not appear to be significant for these 
reasons.   
 
Under Criterion C, this building and object do not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or method 
of construction.  The building at 808 The Alameda is a representative of commercial architecture built in the 
1930s, and, in combination with the Seaside gas station no longer extant at the location, were representative of the 
commercial ventures that relocated to The Alameda.  They do not, however, appear to be important within this 
context.  The Babe statue, however, does appear to be significant as a local example of vernacular roadside “art.”  
Roadside vernacular architecture was a phenomenon of the American landscape that started in the late 1930s and 
continued into the 1960s, as automobiles became the dominant mode of personal transportation.  Space age signs 
and other roadside oddities were constructed to help attract customers to the numerous businesses competing for 
the new mobile consumer market.  Babe was one of a multitude of “Muffler Men” erected between the 1940s and 
the 1960s as part of a campaign to gain a larger customer base, and is a locally important example of this 
vernacular art. 
 
Although the Babe’s Muffler Shop building and the Babe statue appear to meet National Register Criteria A and 
C, they do not, as a site, retain sufficient historic integrity to convey that significance.  The setting of The 
Alameda has greatly changed since Babe’s Muffler Shop first occupied this building in the 1950s.  The Alameda 
has functioned as major thoroughfare since it was established in the late 1700s and once automobiles began to 
play a part in this history, businesses catering to this newly formed clientele developed along portions of The 
Alameda.  Babe’s Muffler shop was one of these commercial enterprises, opening at this location in the 1950s 
during the heyday of car culture.   
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Once The Alameda ceased to carry a portion of Highway 101, autocentric businesses began to decline in number 
along the thoroughfare.  Many relocated to sites closer to the rerouted freeway.  Thus the relationship between 
Babe’s Muffler and its environment has greatly changed and it no longer conveys a sense of its historic setting. 
Additionally, alterations to the building that once housed Babe’s Muffler Shop, including changes to the storefront 
located in the first bay, have resulted in a loss of the integrity of its design, workmanship, and materials.  This 
building no longer reflects the character defining features of a 1930s commercial building, and as result, the site 
no longer maintains its integrity.  Although the statue retains integrity, it alone does not appear meet the criteria 
for listing, because its significance is integrally tied to that of the commercial business of Babe’s Muffler Shop.  
The larger than life representation was an advertising campaign aimed at catching the eye of the driver, to help 
attract business to the shop.  As a result of the loss of integrity, the site and object at 808 The Alameda do not 
appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register at the local, state, or national level.   
 
In addition to the Babe statue and its associated shop building, the other building on the parcel, 824-826 The 
Alameda, does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register, nor does it appear to be a historical 
resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This commercial building was built circa late 1920s, however, research for 
this project did not indicate who constructed this building.  The earliest owners of record were August and Lillian 
Aeckendorf, who also owned this portion of the parcel in the 1920s, at which time Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Company maps indicate it was run as a store.  By the early 1930s, the Wingett Chemical Company Medical 
Office, run by Dr. Lydia Sentell, occupied the building, probably operating as a health bath establishment.  The 
company continued to operate as a bathing facility until 1936, although management shifted to R. E. Brown.  The 
building was subsequently vacant for a few years, but by 1943 the Soft Water Service Company occupied this 
building.  By 1950, Culligan Water Company had taken the space. 
 
The property at 824-826 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its owners or occupants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building also does not appear to be 
important for its type, period, or method of construction.  The building has been altered since its original 
construction, including the modification of the storefronts and the application of stucco cladding to the façade, 
resulting in a loss of historic integrity.  This building also does not appear to be the work of a master architect or 
builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property has not yielded, nor will likely yield, 
important information for history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photograph 2.  Front view of Babe, camera facing east, May 31, 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 3.  Façade of 824-826 The Alameda, camera facing southeast, May 31,2002. 
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Photographs (continued): 

 
 

Photograph 3.  Side view of 824-826 The Alameda,  
camera facing west, May 31, 2002. 

 

n 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 830 The Alameda
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 830 The Alameda City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-33-022 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The building at 830 The Alameda is one story in height and consists of brick walls with a flat parapet roof.  The 
stuccoed façade that faces The Alameda is decorated at the cornice with a geometric pattern incised into the 
stucco.  The façade is further accented by a skirt of glazed ceramic tiles and incised pilasters at each corner.  The 
inset, centrally located entrance is surrounded by replacement plate glass windows and set with modern double 
aluminum frame glass doors.  The entrance is sheltered by a metal frame canvas awning. 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) 1-3 Story Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southwest, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1937, San Jose Building permits 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Ana M. Martins 
1266 E. Julian St. 
San Jose, CA  95116 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Indian Motorcycle
B3.  Original Use:   commercial building     B4.  Present Use:  commercial building
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Art Moderne
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1937; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  M. A. Urstadt
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 830 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern street 
known as The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west 
and north of downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when western San Jose was 
subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and its adjacent 
neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by an electric railway that ran into downtown San Jose.  
Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works 
located near the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks at this time.  Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end 
of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a residential neighborhood to an increasingly 
industrial area, with businesses positioned to take advantage of the nearby SPRR upgraded facilities as well as the 
new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.  (See Continuation Sheet).  
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Building Permits, History San Jose; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles 
(1931); Thomas Block Books, ca. 1920. 
 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002
 
 
 
 
        (This space reserved for official comments) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial 
corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The 
Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
During the 1920s, the parcel at what is now 830 The Alameda was owned by Lewis D. Bohnett, a San Jose 
attorney and state assemblyman.  It appears that Bohnett constructed a small dwelling on this location that time.  
During the 1930s, however, many of the parcels facing The Alameda were developed into commercial businesses, 
necessitating the removal of the residences that previously occupied said parcel.  This appears to have been the 
case with the property at 830 The Alameda.  In 1937, the original dwelling was removed and the present building 
on the parcel was constructed.  The owner of the property at the time of the current building’s construction, Mrs. 
A. G. Brooker, received a permit from the city to construct a business at this address in April of the year.  She 
employed M. A. Urstadt as the builder, for both the initial construction and a partitioning of the building later in 
1937 that separated the building’s first occupants, a sheet metal works and a retail store.  According to the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps, the sheet metal works occupied at least the rear portion of the building 
until the 1950s, and may have used the front portion as retail space.  City directories, however, list the building as 
vacant for the period of 1938 to 1960.  Indian Motorcycle currently occupies the building. 
 
The property at 830 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends 
in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), and is instead simply typical of the commercial development of 
The Alameda corridor.  Mrs. A. G. Brooker and subsequent owners and occupants do not appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The one part commercial building does 
not embody distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  It 
does not appear to be a significant example of the one part commercial block that was commonly built in the late 
1930s nor does the property appear to be the work of a master architect or builder or possess high artistic value.  
Additionally, several changes have been made to this building that compromise its history integrity, including the 
installation of modern glass windows and doors.  The property also has not yielded, nor will it likely yield, 
important information for history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in 
these guidelines. 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 840 The Alameda  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 840 The Alameda City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-33-021 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The building at 840 The Alameda is rectangular in plan and has a parapet roof mounted with a flagpole at the 
facade.  It is sheathed in stucco and has storefront windows surmounted by fixed stained glass windows set with 
the letter “S” (for Schurras).  The recessed tiled entryway is topped by an awning that shelters what appear to be 
original wood framed glazed doors with new metal kickplates.  The tile on the entryway floor is also modern.  The 
entire entrance is framed by new pilasters and a pediment, with the business name “Schurra’s” which is mounted 
directly on the wall directly above the entry.  The board formed concrete construction of the building is visible at 
the south side, but the building is otherwise flanked by adjacent businesses. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southwest, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1928, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Mundy Trust 
1589 Creek Drive 
San Jose, CA  95125 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss, M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Schurra’s Candies
B3.  Original Use:    Commercial Building       B4.  Present Use:  Commercial Building
*B5.  Architectural Style:   One part commercial block
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built circa 1928; alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 840 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern street 
known as The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west 
and north of downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when western San Jose was 
subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and its adjacent 
neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by an electric railway that ran into downtown San Jose.  
Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works 
located near the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks at this time.  Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end 
of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a residential neighborhood to an increasingly 
industrial area, with businesses positioned to take advantage of the nearby SPRR upgraded facilities as well as the 
new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
 (1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Building Permits, History San Jose; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles 
(1931); Thomas Block Books, c1920.  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial 
corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The 
Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
Constructed in 1928, the property now known as 840 The Alameda was first used by the Leisure Motor Company, 
who occupied the building from 1930 to 1936.  The Frank W. Dunne Paint Company also occupied a portion of 
the building in 1933.  The parcel was sold to Mary Martin in April 1933, and Albert Schurra acquired the property 
by the late 1930s.   Schurra owned and operated Schurra’s Candy Factory next door at 848 The Alameda (Map 
Reference #13-10).  He operated the property at 840 The Alameda as a rental commercial space from the early 
1940s through the early 1950s, with occupants such as The Ideal Cleaners, Gordon F. Hurst’s fire apparatus sales, 
and J. Awning and Tent Company.   Schurra’s Candy Factory moved into this building from 848 The Alameda 
sometime after 1997.2   
 
The property at 840 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends 
in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The Schurra Candy business is a long-lived San 
Jose enterprise, but because the company was not located in this building until recently, this property does not 
appear to have important associations with the business.  Although it is a handsome commercial building, it does 
not appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  The one part commercial block is a 
common type of commercial architecture throughout the nation, and this building does not appear to be a 
distinctive example of this style.  Additionally, the building lacks history integrity because of alterations made in 
recent years, including the extensive remodeling of the façade.  Thus, not only does the property lack historical 
and architectural significance, it also lacks historic integrity.  The property does not appear to be the work of a 
master architect or builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property also has not 
yielded, nor will it likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, this property has 
been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined 
in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria 
as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
2 “Schurra’s Candies Landmark Designation, HL 92-71,” City of San Jose Memorandum, June 4, 1992. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 848 The Alameda
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 848 The Alameda City San Jose Zip 95126
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-33-020 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The two-story building at 848 The Alameda is an Italianate commercial building located on the southeast corner 
of Sunol Street and The Alameda.  Constructed circa 1884, this building is rectangular in plan, with one central 
storefront facing The Alameda.  The flat roof is articulated with large, overhanging eaves and a wooden cornice 
with paired brackets. (Photograph 1).  The storefront has a central recessed opening with an elevated ramp set 
with hexagonal tile and a wood frame door with glazing and a transom.  The elaborate storefront is glazed with 
plate glass, each window divided by cast iron pilasters, with a Vitrolite glass transom located above.  The bases of 
the pilasters are marked “F. Altman Foundry San Jose” (Photograph 2).  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, façade and 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

west side of the building, camera 
facing east, May 31, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1884, Sanborn Fire Insurance  
Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Joan V. Niles 
782 Old Orchard Road 
Campbell, CA  95008 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Susan Hotchkiss 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

    Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:  Schurra’s Candy Factory
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   Commercial Building     B4.  Present Use:  Commercial Building
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Italianate
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1884; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme  Commercial Architecture   Area San Jose
    Period of Significance   circa 1884   Property Type Commercial Building    Applicable Criteria C
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 848 The Alameda appears to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, and appears to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The building was previously surveyed 
in 1991 by Glory Anne Laffey for the San Jose Planning Department, and at that time the study concluded that the 
building appeared to be eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion C as an intact example of early 
1880s commercial architecture.  Since this survey the building was designated as a San Jose City Landmark in 
1992, because of its character, interest, and value as a part of local history within the theme of Commerce during 
the city’s Horticulture Era (1870-1918), because it exemplifies the cultural, economic social or heritage of the 
City of San Jose, and because of its distinguishing characteristics of the Italianate architectural type or specimen.  
Because the building is designated as a San Jose City Landmark, it is considered a historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)   
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
Company, San Jose (1884-1950); City Directories 
(various years); Santa Clara County Property Records; 
Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-1978); Thomas Block 
Books, ca. 1920; Santa Clara County Recorder 
Records; County Assessor records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The storefront is capped with a secondary wooden cornice similar to the cornice at the roof (Photograph 3).  Two 
sets of paired 1/1 double hung windows with pedimented hoods appear above this central storefront.  The hoods 
are detailed with wooden brackets that are similar in appearance to the brackets at the cornice.   
 
The west side of the building is divided into four bays.  The first floor of the west side has two blind bays and a 
secondary entrance, as well as a paired window.  The door and windows pedimented hoods similar to those at the 
façade and the floor above.  The entrance is a double leaf wood panel door with a stained glass transom 
(Photograph 3).  The second floor is set with four evenly spaced 2/2 double hung windows, also with pedimented 
hoods.   At the rear (south side) of the building, on the first story, a modern fire escape system enclosed by a brick 
wall has been added in place of the original staircase. (Photograph 4).  The second floor of the main building 
faces onto the top of the fire escape, and is set with 2/2 double hung wood and steel framed windows without 
pedimented hoods.  Windows at the first floor on this side are infilled.  Behind the fire escape there is a small 
utility enclosure against the rear wall of the main building. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
It appears that this building is still eligible under Criterion C, as an early intact example of Italianate commercial 
architecture located outside of the downtown business district of San Jose.  Constructed circa 1884, this building 
first served as a grocery store, with a residence on the second floor.  Although the previous survey  form gives the 
construction date for this building as circa 1880, it appears more likely that this building was constructed in 1884.  
The earlier construction date was based on dating a physical feature, the iron pilasters, in combination with the 
documentary evidence of the earliest occupants, the Cleaves.  However, the Cleaves actually lived across the 
street on the southwestern corner of The Alameda and Sunol Street, not at this site.  The 1884 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Company map shows the property at 848 The Alameda as an “unfinished” store.  At that time, the brick 
structure was in place, with thirty-six inch high parapet walls, a wooden cornice on three sides, and a set of 
exterior stairs at the rear.   
 
City directories do not list the building until 1903.  That year, John Oberthur operated a grocery store in the 
bottom floor while Magdelina Hey rented out furnished rooms on the second level, sometimes noted in the city 
directory as 2 Sunol Street, probably because the entrance to the rear stairs faced that street.  Oberthur and his 
wife Lydia, who lived at 10 Sunol Street, continued to run a grocery store at this location until 1912.  That 
tradition continued in 1913 when the Alameda Cash Grocery was located at this site.  During this time period, the 
second floor was occupied by E. E. Culver, a carpenter.  From 1916 until 1924, Paul Meutze also operated a 
grocery store and lived in the upstairs apartment.  During the late 1920s and early 1930s, Van Dalsem Brothers 
Plumbing, owned by Louis and Samuel Van Dalsem, operated their business from 848 The Alameda, but little is 
known about who might have lived upstairs at this time. 
 
In 1936, Albert Schurra bought the building at 848 The Alameda, although he may have rented it for some time 
before the purchase.  The Schurra family had initially settled in Murphy’s Station upon their arrival in the United 
States from France.  Murphy’s Station became the city of Sunnyvale, and the Schurras purchased land there in 
1898.  Albert opened his first candy store in this area in 1912 on Murphy Avenue.  By 1925, Justin Schurra, his 
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brother, operated a candy store at 1179 The Alameda, which may have been the business that moved into the brick 
building on the corner of Sunol Street and The Alameda that is treated by this form.1   
 
Although city directories note that the store was sold to John Smith in 1943, a 1983 San Jose Mercury News 
article states that Hank Viehweger, a returning World War II veteran, bought the store from Albert Schurra, who 
taught Viehweger the candy making business.  The name “Schurra’s” was retained, however, and still graces the 
business, which is owned today by Bill Mundy.  The store was moved next door to 840 The Alameda (Map 
Reference #13-09) sometime after 1997. 
 
Under Criterion C, this building appears to be a significant and important example of late nineteenth century 
commercial architecture outside of the San Jose downtown commercial district.  Located along a street that 
became known for its automobile-oriented buildings and services, this building represents an intact and well-
articulated example of Italianate commercial architecture, particularly the two part commercial block, in San Jose.  
The two-part block was the most commonly used type of building for small and moderate commercial 
construction in the late nineteenth century.  Generally limited to buildings that are two to four stories high, they 
usually have two distinct zones that indicate the differences in use between the floors.  The bottom floor is often 
dedicated to retail space, in the case of this building a grocery store, and the upper stories to more private use, 
such as a residence or offices.  When this building was constructed the upper stories were used as a residence.  In 
addition to being an important example of the two-part block, this building is a significant example of the 
Italianate style as applied to commercial buildings.  The building’s overall massing and architectural detailing 
exhibits many of the character-defining features of the style.  These features include elongated double hung 
windows with pedimented hoods supported by brackets, the repeated use of this fenestration pattern, overhanging 
wooden eaves and cornices with brackets, iron pilasters on the storefront, and the elaborate storefront with a 
secondary cornice.   
 
Buildings with this style of architecture have often been altered and remodeled with applied details from “up-to-
date” styles; however this building maintains its integrity to its period of significance (the date of its construction, 
circa 1884).  This building represents a pattern of commercial design and construction that occurred throughout 
America and in particular was evident in San Jose until the turn of the century.  A limited “windshield” survey 
showed that high examples of this type of commercial construction are more common in downtown San Jose, but 
rarely appear outside of that district.  Examples of the style that exist in the San Jose Downtown Commercial 
National Register District include the 27-29 Fountain Alley, the New Century Block at the corner of East Santa 
Clara and 2nd streets, and the Oddfellows Building at the corner of East Santa Clara and 3rd streets.  Because this is 
an intact and significant example of the Italianate two part commercial block building, it appears to be eligible 
under Criterion C.   
 
This building does not, however, appear to have important associations with significant events or trends in local, 
state, or national history (Criterion A).  In particular, this building does not appear to be significant within the 
context of commercial development along The Alameda because it does not represent a pattern or trend of 
development in this area, which did not experience its major period of development until the twentieth century.  
Commercial development was sporadic in the nineteenth century, and the major industrial and commercial 
development occurred closer to the Southern Pacific Railroad in Crandallville, which was located between 
                                                 
1 Mary Jo Ignoffo, Sunnyvale From the City of Destiny to the Heart of Silicon Valley, (Cupertino:  California History Center & 
Foundation, 1999) 19-20, 36; and  “Schurra Rites Set Tomorrow,” San Jose Mercury News, January 18, 1942, 4. 
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Autumn Avenue and Montgomery Street.  As working class neighborhoods with smaller dwellings began to fill in 
the parcels between Race Street and Los Gatos Creek, some commercial buildings were constructed along The 
Alameda, but by the time this occurred the type of typical construction had changed to the one part block.  By the 
1930s and 1940s, many of the businesses along The Alameda were automobile-oriented, partly because the 
roadway was incorporated into the Highway 101 system in the 1920s.  The Alameda was later designated SR 82 
when 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, and the road still serves as a commercial corridor between Santa Clara and 
San Jose.2
 
Under Criterion B, none of the tenants or owners of the building at 848 The Alameda appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B) and therefore this property does not 
appear to be eligible under this criterion.  Despite the fact that Schurra’s Candy Store was and continues to be a 
San Jose and neighborhood mainstay, neither Albert Schurra nor any of the other occupants are significant within 
their fields of endeavor, nor in the history of the city.  In addition, the property has not yielded, nor will likely 
yield, important information for history that would make it eligible under Criterion D.   Furthermore, this property 
has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(1)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines using the criteria 
outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code.  The property appears to meet the criteria for 
listing in the California Register of Historic Resources under Criterion 3 (architecture) and appears to be a historic 
resource for the purpose of CEQA. 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                   
2 City of San Jose Departm
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2.  Name plate on the iron pilaster, May 31, 2002.  
 
 
 
 
 

              
ent of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984. 
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Photographs (continued): 
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Photograph 3.  Storefront located along The Alameda, 
camera facing southwest, May 31, 2002. 
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Photographs (continued): 
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  Photograph 4.  Rear (south side) and new addition of the fire escape,  
               camera facing northeast, May 31, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  10 Sunol Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 10 Sunol Street  City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-33-019 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The two-story, wood frame building at 10 Sunol Street was built circa 1907 and appears unoccupied or 
abandoned.  Rectangular in plan and enclosing an area of 1,768 feet, this building has a hipped roof with moderate 
boxed eaves and walls clad with horizontal board siding.  All fenestration appears to be original to the building, 
and consists of single and paired 1/1 double hung windows with lug sills and wood trim.  A bay window and an 
attached porch, both capped with hipped roofs, dominate the ground level of the façade.  The porch, which leads 
to the main entrance, has a solid balustrade and squared wood column supports.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP2) Single Family Property
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northeast, September 18, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

circa 1907; County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Mundy Trust 
1589 Creek Drive 
San Jose, CA  95125 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive     
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    single-family residence     B4.  Present Use:  vacant
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Four-square
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built circa 1907; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
This property does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Located off of The Alameda, Sunol Street was a side 
street that was originally laid out in the late nineteenth century as part of the Barstow Subdivision, but the area did 
not develop until the early twentieth century.  The modern street known as The Alameda, about a half block north 
of this property, roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare running approximately three miles west and north of 
downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when this portion of San Jose was subdivided in 
the late nineteenth century.  The area was characterized by semi-urban farmsteads until the arrival of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad (SPRR) and subsequent industrialization starting in the early twentieth century.  Residential 
development was encouraged by an electric railway servicing downtown San Jose and many neighborhoods along 
The Alameda.  (See Continuation Sheet).  
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Santa Clara County Recorders Office; 
County Assessor records as reported to First American 
Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 24, 2002 
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Working class neighborhoods with smaller dwellings began to fill in the parcels between Race Street and Los 
Gatos Creek, where homes were intermixed with commercial buildings through the 1920s.  Some residents of this 
area worked locally for the railroads or companies such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label 
Company, or the Richard Chase Company fruit cannery, while others commuted elsewhere via streetcar that 
linked this area along The Alameda to downtown San Jose.  Commercial and industrial properties along Stockton 
Avenue and The Alameda developed steadily, with a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior 
streets, such as the house addressed on this form.   
 
This house was one of the residences constructed in the western subdivisions off The Alameda during the early 
part of the twentieth century.  Built in about 1907, this Fours-square was the residence of John Oberthur and his 
wife Lydia.  The Oberthur family operated a grocery store at 848 The Alameda, located on the adjacent parcel 
(Map Reference #13-10).  Until they built this house, the family lived above the grocery store.  Both John and 
Lydia Oberthur resided in the house at 10 Sunol Street through the mid 1940s, and Lydia stayed until 1950.  The 
house was then divided into a duplex, occupied by Mrs. A.E. Mayo and Mrs. A.E. Nyfenger in 1950.  By 1955, 
Mrs. Elba Erbentraut owned and resided in the house, remaining at the residence until 1960.  Florence and Roland 
Royer transferred the property to the Mundy Trust in 1995. 
 
The property at 10 Sunol Street does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, or 
national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to local, 
state, or national history (Criterion B).  Although it was owned by the Oberthur family until 1950, research did not 
indicate that the family made significant contributions to local history or their field of endeavor as operators of a 
local grocery store.  Under Criterion C, this house does not appear to significant example of a type, period, or 
method of construction.  This house may have once been a handsome example of the Four-square, but the building 
now lacks integrity.  Neglect and lack of maintenance have resulted in a loss of character-defining features of the 
Four-square style residence.  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information 
about historic construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise 
documented and does not appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  Because this 
house lacks historical and architectural significance, it does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the 
National Register.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does 
not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  20 Sunol Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 20 Sunol Street  City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-33-017 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
Built ca. 1925, the wood frame building at 20 Sunol Street is a heavily modified example of a Craftsman style 
residence.  Originally constructed as a one-story rectangular home, a second story was added to give the house an 
area of 2,332 square feet.  It has a front gable roof with wood fascia boards, narrow eaves and exposed rafters, and 
the walls are clad with lapped wood siding.  Fenestration includes a combination of original 1/1 double hung 
windows and replacement aluminum sliding sash, all with wood frame surrounds.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northeast, September 18, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1925, City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Yolanda Castro 
20 Sunol Street 
San Jose, CA  95126
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive     
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-12 

DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  single family residence
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Bungalow
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1925; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown    b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
This property does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Located off of The Alameda, Sunol Street was a side 
street that was originally laid out in the late nineteenth century as part of the Barstow Subdivision, but the area did 
not develop until the early twentieth century.  The modern street known as The Alameda, about a half block north 
of this property, roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare running approximately three miles west and north of 
downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when this portion of San Jose was subdivided in 
the late nineteenth century.  The area was characterized by semi-urban farmsteads until the arrival of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad (SPRR) and subsequent industrialization starting in the early twentieth century.  Residential 
development was encouraged by an electric railway servicing downtown San Jose and many neighborhoods along 
The Alameda. (See Continuation Sheet). 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Santa Clara County Recorders Office; 
County Assessor records as reported to First American 
Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 18, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
An attached porch with a front gable roof, square posts, and replacement stone balustrades provides access to the 
main entrance on the southwest corner.  Two concrete steps lead up to the glazed wood panel front door.  An 
aluminum sliding door on the second story, also on the west side, opens to a wood frame balcony and is sheltered 
by a small, front gable roof similar to the one over the porch.  A one-story addition extends from the rear of the 
residence, and there is a wood frame carport with a shed roof attached to the south side. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Working class neighborhoods with smaller dwellings began to fill in the parcels between Race Street and Los 
Gatos Creek, where homes were intermixed with commercial buildings through the 1920s.  Some residents of this 
area worked locally for the railroads or companies such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label 
Company, or the Richard Chase Company fruit cannery, while others commuted elsewhere via streetcars that 
linked this area to downtown San Jose.  Commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The 
Alameda developed steadily, with a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets, such as the 
house addressed on this form.   
 
This house was one of several small houses constructed on Sunol Street in the early part of the twentieth century.  
When it was built in about 1925, the neighborhood along and around Sunol Street was well developed.  J.R. 
Hourthick resided in the house from the time of its construction until 1940.  After that year, several residents 
occupied the house, including O.L. Cavender, Irvin Lindquist, and Jose Gonzales.  The current owner, Yolanda 
Castro, acquired the house from Trine Gonzales in 1992. 
 
The property at 20 Sunol Street does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, or 
national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to local, 
state, or national history (Criterion B).  Under Criterion C, this house does not appear to significant example of its 
type, period, or method of construction.  The Bungalow style was a popular choice for housing design, reaching 
the height of its popularity in the 1920s.  Catalogs such as Aladdin Homes and Wilson Bungalows offered kits that 
made this type of house easily accessible across America.  The Bungalow style home is plentiful and well 
represented across San Jose, as well as nationwide, and this example does not appear to be significant.  
Additionally, the building has undergone several substantial modifications that include the addition of a second 
story, replacement of windows, and other original construction materials.  These changes have resulted in a loss of 
integrity.  In rare instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not 
appear to be a principal source of important information in this regard.  Because this house lacks historical and 
architectural significance, as well as integrity, it does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  3      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-13 
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  24 Sunol Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 24 Sunol Street  City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-33-016 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The building at 24 Sunol Street is a one-story, wood frame Bungalow.  Rectangular in plan, it has a front gable 
roof with moderate eaves, a wide fascia board, exposed rafters, and walls clad with narrow lapped siding.  
Fenestration consists of wood frame fixed pane and 1/1 double hung windows.  A full width porch on the façade 
(west side) has been almost entirely screened in, with the exception of a recessed portion on the northwest corner.  
The porch has wooden steps that lead to the main entrance.  The residence also has a central block chimney and a 
shed roof addition at the rear.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northeast, September 18, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1915, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Joan V. Niles 
782 Old Orchard Road 
Campbell, CA  95008
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive  
 



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  3       *NRHP Status Code  6                  

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-13 

DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    single-family residence     B4.  Present Use:  single-family residence
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Bungalow
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1915, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
This property does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Located off of The Alameda, Sunol Street was a side 
street that was originally laid out in the late nineteenth century as part of the Barstow Subdivision, but the area did 
not develop until the early twentieth century.  The modern street known as The Alameda, about a half block north 
of this property, roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare running approximately three miles west and north of 
downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when this portion of San Jose was subdivided in 
the late nineteenth century.  The area was characterized by semi-urban farmsteads until the arrival of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad (SPRR) and subsequent industrialization starting in the early twentieth century.  Residential 
development was encouraged by an electric railway servicing downtown San Jose and many neighborhoods along 
The Alameda.  (See continuation sheet). 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Santa Clara County Recorders Office; 
County Assessor records as reported to First American 
Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser 
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 24, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Working class neighborhoods with smaller dwellings began to fill in the parcels between Race Street and Los 
Gatos Creek, where homes were intermixed with commercial buildings through the 1920s.  Some residents of this 
area worked locally for the railroads or companies such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label 
Company, or the Richard Chase Company fruit cannery, while others commuted elsewhere via streetcars that 
linked this area to downtown San Jose.  Commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The 
Alameda developed steadily, with a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets, such as the 
house addressed on this form.   
 
This house was one of several small houses constructed on Sunol Street in the early part of the twentieth century.  
When the house was constructed in 1915, there were only a few vacant lots left on the block and the neighborhood 
around Sunol Street was well developed.  J.T. McMahon, who operated an auto repair shop, resided in the house 
from its construction until 1930.  After 1930, ownership changed several times and residents included Mrs. 
Nevada Fortune, a piano teacher; G.D. Boitaro; Mrs. Lulu Hinds; Orvie Cavender; and Mrs. Claudia Temple.   
 
The property at 24 Sunol Street does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, or 
national history (Criterion A), nor did research indicate that any of its inhabitants made significant contributions 
to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  Under Criterion C, this house does not appear to significant 
example of its type, period, or method of construction.  The Bungalow style was a popular choice for housing 
design, reaching the height of its popularity in the 1920s.  Catalogs such as Aladdin Homes and Wilson 
Bungalows offered kits that made this type of house easily accessible across America.  The Bungalow is plentiful 
and well represented across San Jose, as well as nationwide, and this example does not appear to be significant.  
Additionally, this house has undergone several substantial modifications, such as the replacement of windows, 
and original construction materials.  These changes have resulted in a loss of integrity.  In rare instances, buildings 
themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials or technologies 
(Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be a principal source of 
important information in this regard.  Because this house lacks historical and architectural significance as well as 
integrity, it does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  This property has also been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 850 The Alameda
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980 T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 850 The Alameda City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-32-058 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The business located at 850 The Alameda is a large (10,560 square foot), one-story, reinforced concrete building 
with a flat roof.  It is sheathed with stucco and has pilasters at regular intervals along the sides of the building.   
The east side is set with a metal roll-up door and industrial metal sash windows, some with pivoting middle 
panels.  Above these windows appear bands of transom windows.  Storefront windows are set in the northern end 
of this side, and continue around the corner to the building’s façade, which faces The Alameda.  Storefront 
windows on the main facade surround a recessed entryway accessed via a slightly inclined concrete ramp that 
leads to glazed wood framed double doors.  Transom windows appear above the windows and doors at the 
entrance as well.  An automobile paint booth with a metal roll-up door is located at the far western end of this 
side. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories 
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing south,  
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1947, County Assessor’s record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Alan L. Guttman 
124 Los Cerros Avenue 
Walnut Creek, CA  94598
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-14 

DPR 523B (1/95)                            

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  California State Employment Office 
B2.  Common Name: Miracle Auto Painting
B3.  Original Use:    Office      B4.  Present Use:  Automobile Painting
*B5.  Architectural Style:  None  
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built 1947 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 850 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern roadway 
known as The Alameda began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  
In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and adjacent neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by 
an electric railway that ran along the roadway to downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had 
only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad 
(SPRR) tracks at this time.  Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue 
was transformed from a residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial area, with businesses positioned to 
take advantage of the upgraded facilities of SPRR as well as the new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Building Permits, History San Jose; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles 
(1931); Thomas Block Books, ca. 1920; County 
Assessor records as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 

(This space reserved for official comments.)
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial 
corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The 
Alameda in the form of condominiums.  The building at 850 The Alameda was constructed in 1947, late in the 
development of the area.  The first occupant of the building was the California State Employment Office followed 
by the Scotchman’s Chris Craft Boat sales during the later 1950s and 1960s.1
 
The property at 850 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends 
in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its occupants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial building does not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics being an unremarkable example of late 1940s commercial architecture.  It 
does not appear to be important for its type, period, and method of construction.  The property also does not 
appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The 
property has not yielded, nor will it likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the 
property has been modified through the addition of an automobile paint booth, detracting from its integrity.  
Because of the property’s lack of historical and architectural significance, as well as integrity, it does not appear to 
meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the 
California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
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DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 872-876 The Alameda
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 872-876 The Alameda  City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-32-072 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The property at 872-876 The Alameda consists of an L-shaped building at the corner of Cleaves Avenue and The 
Alameda, occupied by four businesses.  The portion of the building directly facing The Alameda has a parapet 
roof with a Spanish tiled skirt roof featuring medium eaves.  Metal tie plates are visible in the parapet wall above 
the skirt roof.  These tie plates indicate that this north-south portion of the building is probably of brick 
construction.  The building is sheathed in stucco with arched windows and door fronts, consistent with the 
Spanish Revival theme.  All but one of the windows on the north side of the building are infilled.  The remaining 
window is fixed frame plate glass.  There are aluminum replacement doors at the business entrance that faces 
Cleaves Avenue.  The other wing of the L-shaped building runs east west along the southern side of the parcel.  It 
has a flat parapet roof with a Spanish tiled skirt.  This wing is also sided with stucco and has fixed storefront 
windows and aluminum replacement doors set in square arch openings.  
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing south,  
May 31, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1920s, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Shahram & Tayebeh Roohparvar 
876 The Alameda 
San Jose, CA  95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  3       *NRHP Status Code  6                  
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DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Money Market, Tri E-Z Foods Grocery, Meg Enterprises
B3.  Original Use:    Commercial Building      B4.  Present Use:  Commercial Building 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Spanish Revival
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1920s; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 872-876 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern roadway 
known as The Alameda began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  
In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and adjacent neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by 
an electric railway that ran along the roadway to downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had 
only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad 
(SPRR) tracks at this time.  Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue 
was transformed from a residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial area, with businesses positioned to 
take advantage of the upgraded facilities of SPRR as well as the new Western Pacific Railroad freight depot.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
 (1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); Building 
Permits, History San Jose; San Jose-Overview, 
Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles (1931); 
Thomas Block Books, c1920.  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 
1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial 
corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is returning residential uses to The 
Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
The north-south wing of the commercial building at 872-876 The Alameda was built in the 1920s, shown by 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps dating to 1928.  At this time, the building occupied only the eastern 
portion of the modern parcel and was owned by C. L. Bronson, while the western half of the modern lot was held 
separately.  Bronson later joined with George J. Stuart to form Bronson and Stuart Tires, at this location by 1930.  
In 1943, this company became Stuart General Tires and remained so until 1950.  The western side of the current 
parcel was developed separately.  Hayes and Harriett Keesling owned the western lot (at the corner of Cleaves 
Avenue and The Alameda) in the 1920s.  The General Petroleum Corporation acquired the property in August 
1930, operating the oil station at this site through the 1950s.  During the period that General Petroleum operated 
the oil station, the property included two small buildings that housed the station and storage, neither of which is 
currently extant on the modern parcel.  The eastern and western parcels were later merged and the east-west wing 
of the current building was constructed after 1950 as an extension from the southern end of the original building. 
 
The property at 872-876 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do its owners or inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial building does not 
embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  The building is of the Spanish Revival style and does not appear 
to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  The property also does not appear to be the work 
of a master architect or builder, and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property has not 
yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, this property has been 
heavily modified.  Originally two separate legal parcels, the older building is located on the east side of the 
merged property.  This building served for many years as a tire sales and repair shop and had a large open sided 
work area to the rear.  The western parcel was used as an oil station from at least 1930 through the early 1950s.  
When the two lots were merged, the open-sided work area and the oil station buildings were removed.  They were 
replaced by a modern one-story building that serves as a small commercial rental space.  In addition to these 
major modifications, the doors and windows of the older building have also been modernized.  It is likely that the 
stucco siding and Spanish tile skirt roof details date to the construction of the east-west addition.  Because of these 
massive alterations to the property, as well a its lack of historical and architectural significance, the building at 
872-876 The Alameda does not appear eligible for listing in the National Register.  This property has also been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  841 The Alameda 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 841 The Alameda   City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-088 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The rectangular commercial building at 841 The Alameda was constructed circa 1930. This reinforced concrete 
building, topped by a flat roof,  consists of a two-story element on the south side and a single-story addition at the 
rear (north side), both set on a concrete foundation.  As shown in Photograph 1, the front (south side) of the 
building on the first floor is faced with narrow brick cladding beneath a plain boxy cornice that wraps around the 
east corner of the building.  There is a central entrance at the front, flanked by small metal frame windows next to 
it.  On the west side near the front is a glazed wood door sheltered by a metal awning, adjacent three twelve pane 
steel sash windows with metal awnings.    (See Continuation Sheet)  
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northeast,  
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1930, Sanborn Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

John H. Boccardo and Leanne B. Rees 
985 University Ave., Suite 12 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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DPR 523B (1/95)                            

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:    Boccardo Building 
B2.  Common Name:     

B3.  Original Use:   Commercial   B4.  Present Use:  Vacant
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Two-Part Commercial Block with Moderne elements
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1930; north addition built post-1950; fire 
damage repair 1980
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 841 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The modern street 
known as The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west 
and north of downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway known as The Alameda began to take shape when 
western San Jose was subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and 
adjacent neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by an electric railway that ran along the roadway to 
downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda had only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and 
sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks at this time.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-
1978); County Assessor records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
On the east side of the building, the boxed cornice runs along the top of large plate glass wood frame windows 
with transoms.  The second story is stuccoed, accented at the front of the building with thin vertical striations, 
visible in Photograph 1, that are consistent with the Moderne architectural style.  Aluminum replacement sliding 
windows appear between these striations.  Fenestration on the rest of the second story consists of steel sash 
windows with casement and fixed sashes.  The rear addition, built after 1950 and shown in Photograph 2, is also 
sheathed in stucco.  This addition is flat roofed, has west and north facing entries, and large pane metal frame 
windows. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a 
residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial and commercial area, with businesses positioned to take 
advantage of the nearby SPRR upgraded facilities.  Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The 
Alameda after the road became part of US 101 in the 1920s.  The route, later designated SR 82 when US 101 was 
rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new 
construction is returning residential uses to The Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
The building at 841 The Alameda appears to have been constructed circa 1930, but was not occupied for several 
years.  The property may have been a speculative commercial property that remained vacant because of the onset 
of the Great Depression in the early 1930s.  The building’s initial inhabitants were Van Dalsem Brothers 
Plumbing, who occupied the building from the mid-1930s to the early 1940s.  In the late 1940s, the Parts & 
Service Company, an auto parts store, occupied the building.  In the 1950s and 1960s, the building came to be 
known as the Boccardo Building, after John H. Boccardo of the law firm Boccardo, Blum, Lull & Niland, which 
occupied the building during that period.  The law firm rented portions of the building to other businesses at 
various times.  In the early 1970s, Catholic Social Service occupied the building, and in the late 1970s the 
California Academy of Drafting rented the facilities, leaving the building vacant by 1981.  Throughout the 1980s 
the building housed the Catholic Charities Vocational Learning Center.  Boccardo continues to own the building, 
but it appears to be vacant at this time. 
 
The property at 841 The Alameda does not appear to have important associations within the context of 
commercial development in the San Jose area, or with significant events or trends in local, state, or national 
history (Criterion A).  None of the people associated with the property appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building at 841 The Alameda does not appear 
to embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, nor does it appear to be the 
work of a master architect or builder (Criterion C). It is a modest example of commercial architecture from the 
1930s that exhibits only minor elements of Moderne style, popular at the time.  The building also has not yielded, 
nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Overall, the building retains a moderate 
amount of historic integrity, although some windows have been replaced and there is a one-story addition on the 
north side.  Its lack of historical and architectural significance, however, appears to preclude this property from 
listing in the National Register. 
                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
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This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, 
using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet 
the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 

 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 2.   North end, camera facing southeast, May 31, 2002. 
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*P

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  849 The Alameda 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 849 The Alameda   City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-010 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

This 0.27-acre property, located on the corner of Rhodes Court and The Alameda, contains a parking lot and a 
sign. The sign is likely the only remnant of a service station that occupied the property between 1930 and 1960.  
The metal signpost is approximately twenty feet tall.  Its main support is slanted towards The Alameda and is 
wider at the top than the bottom.  On the north side of the support is a stylized oval shaped sign, with a rectangular 
sign below it.  Neither has any lettering, as seen in Photograph 1.  The style of this sign suggests it was 
constructed in the 1950s or 1960s.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP39) Parking Lot and Sign

*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure 
 Object  Site  District  Element of District  

Other (Isolates, etc.) 

11

Eval
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*Atta
 Di

 Ot
R 
“Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing east,  
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1950s, estimated 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

John H. Boccardo and Leanne B. Rees 
985 University Ave., Suite 12 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
 *P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002

.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) 

uation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 

ructure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
ifact Record   Photograph Record 
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Richfield Oil Service Station
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   service station  B4.  Present Use:  parking lot
*B5.  Architectural Style:   n/a
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1950s (estimated); alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown   b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The parking lot and sign at 849 The Alameda do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places, nor do they appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  The street known as 
The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west and north of 
downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late 
nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth century, The Alameda and its adjacent neighborhoods remained largely 
residential, served by an electric railway that ran into downtown San Jose.  Besides scattered stores, The Alameda 
had only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad 
(SPRR) tracks at this time.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Building Permits, San Jose Public Library; USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose West (1898-1978); County 
Assessor records as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
On the east side of the parking lot are two sections of fence, composed of masonry posts with horizontal wood 
headers and vertical planks between them.  The remainder of the property is surrounded by a barrier formed by 
metal posts supporting a chain. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a 
residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial and commercial area, with businesses positioned to take 
advantage of SPRR’s upgraded rail facilities.  Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda 
after the road became part of US 101 in the 1920s.  The route, later re-designated SR 82 when US 101 was 
rerouted in the 1960s, still serves as a commercial corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new 
construction is returning residential uses to The Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
The property at 849 The Alameda was originally developed in 1929-30, when Richfield Oil constructed a service 
station on the premises.  The service station operated under different owners, including Charles Morrison, Jim 
Protz, J.W. Alford, and Loren D. Griffin, between 1933 and 1955.  By 1955, Walkup Union Service Gas Station 
was located on the property, followed by Al’s Union Service Station around 1960.  By 1965 the property was 
owned by Rambler City Inc., which operated a used car lot.  It was likely sometime after 1965 that the buildings 
associated with the service station were removed from the property.  This property is currently owned by John H. 
Boccardo and Leanne B. Rees, who also own the adjacent commercial building at 841 The Alameda.  The 
property at 849 The Alameda appears to be used as a parking lot for its easterly neighbor.    
 
In this area of The Alameda there were many auto-related establishments, including repair shops, parts dealers, 
and used and new car lots, as well as service stations.  The sign at 849 The Alameda does not appear to be 
significant within the context of commercial development in the area (Criterion A), nor do any of the people 
associated with the property appear to be significant individuals (Criterion B).   Similarly, the sign is of simple 
construction, and is not a distinguished example of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  The 
property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Lacking its 
original setting, lettering, and other distinguishing features to indicate its origin, the sign also does not have 
historic integrity.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code and does 
not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  155-157 Rhodes Court 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 155-157 Rhodes Court     City San Jose   Zip 95126          
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-01-064 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The property at 155-157 Rhodes Court contains a single family residence, part of which has been converted into 
an apartment or studio.  Constructed in 1922, the Bungalow-style residence sits on a concrete foundation, and has 
a roughly rectangular footprint.  It topped by a multi-planed cross gable roof, with a roof extension over a balcony 
on the rear (west side), which gives it the appearance of a clipped gable on the north side.  The roof is clad in 
composition shingles and has gable returns at the front (east) gable end.  The walls are covered in stucco.  A flat-
roofed porch shelters the residence’s main entrance, which consists of concrete steps, square columns and a solid 
balustrade on the south side.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP3) Multi-family Residence; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing west, May 
31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1922, County Assessor Records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Anthony R. Valdez 
155 Rhodes Court 
San Jose, CA 95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   single family property     B4.  Present Use:  multiple family property
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Bungalow
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1922; alterations circa 1940s
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 155-157 Rhodes Court does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Rhodes Court is located 
in the Rhodes Homestead subdivision, laid out in the early 1920s.  The first Rhodes Court properties appear in 
city directories in 1922, among them the property at 155-157 Rhodes Court, which was originally numbered 25 
Rhodes Court.  It was changed to its current number in 1930.  The Rhodes Homestead subdivision was the last of 
several large properties subdivided in the area north of The Alameda and adjacent to Stockton Avenue.  Other 
properties in the vicinity were subdivided in the nineteenth century, but the area remained largely undeveloped 
until the turn of the twentieth century.  Moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed adjacent to The 
Alameda and smaller working-class houses were constructed on the side streets off of Stockton Avenue and The 
Alameda.   (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; County Assessor 
records as reported to First American Real Estate 
Solutions online service, 2002; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                 *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The main entrance and two picture windows face onto the porch.  The front (east side) of the building features a 
central wood frame picture window flanked by multi-light wood casement sash windows.  A wood stairway on the 
south side of the building leads to a second story door sheltered by a flat roof extension supported by brackets.  
West of the stairway is a side gable addition.  There is a chimney and a series of double hung windows on the 
north side of the residence.  A detached garage is located southeast of the residence, with a pair of externally 
mounted, glazed sliding wood doors on its west side.  The garage has a gable roof and vertical board siding.   
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Some residents of this area worked locally for the railroads or companies such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the 
Muirson Label and Carton Company, or the Richard Chase Company fruit cannery, while others commuted 
elsewhere via streetcars that linked this area to downtown San Jose.  The area steadily developed, with 
commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, and a mix of working and middle 
class houses on the interior streets.  Although many of the properties along Rhodes Court and other adjacent 
streets have remained residential, others have been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a 
mix of single family, multi-family, and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and 
commercial properties.1
 
The house at 155-157 Rhodes Court was built in 1922.  Guy M. Latta and his wife Lois were the first and long-
time owners and residents of the house.  A building contractor, Guy Latta converted part of the house into a 
separate apartment in the 1940s, which used the address 155 Rhodes Court.  Mrs. Josephine D. Richmond, a 
bookkeeper, was the first occupant, residing there by the late 1940s.  The Lattas moved to 179 Rhodes Court at 
this time, selling the property at 155-157 Rhodes Court to Eugene E. Aredondo, a clerk at Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company, and his wife, Mildred.  The Aredondo’s retained the property until 1987, during which time the 
succession of occupants renting the small apartment included Mrs. Elizabeth S. Thomas, Robert A. Fowles, and 
Daniel Myers.   
 
The property at 155-157 Rhodes Court does not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A) nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The house also does not embody distinctive 
architectural characteristics that would make it significant under Criterion C.  Although representative of the 
Bungalow style houses popular in San Jose during the 1910s and 1920s, it does not appear to be important for its 
type, period, or method of construction.  The house does not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder 
and does not possess high artistic value.   In the early decades of the twentieth century in San Jose, and throughout 
California, Bungalows were popular houses, simple yet well built with artistic flare.  Although the high-style 
versions of Bungalows express the trends of the Arts and Crafts movement of the period, most are like the house 
at 155-157 Rhodes Court, built modestly for working and middle class residents.  It is unclear who was 
responsible for construction of the house at 155-157 Rhodes Court, but its simple form and basic Bungalow 
                                                 
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, 1930, 1951 and 1962; and City Directories, 1920 to 1975.  To the 
north and west of the Rhodes Homestead was the “Morrison Estates Subdivision” recorded in 1876.  See Santa Clara County Recorder 
Book of Maps A, 12. 
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features are consistent with Bungalow houses purchased from catalogs during the 1910s and 1920s.  This type of 
modest Bungalow is well represented in San Jose.  This building does not yield, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the house at 155-157 Rhodes Court lacks much of its historic 
integrity as a result of its conversion into a duplex, and other changes.  This lack of integrity, coupled with a lack 
of both historical and architectural significance, appear to prevent the residence at 155-157 Rhodes Court from 
meeting the criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  131-133 Rhodes Court 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County  Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 131-133 Rhodes Court     City San Jose   Zip       
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-01-065 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The property at 131-133 Rhodes Court contains a multi-family residence in the form of a duplex.  Constructed in 
1927, this building sits on a concrete foundation and has a rectangular footprint.  It has a medium pitched hipped 
(pyramidal) roof with closed eaves covered in composition roofing, and walls covered in stucco.  There are stucco 
covered chimneys located on the north, south and east sides of the building, and a stucco covered half wall with 
wide coping bordering a patio area on the front (east side) of the building.  Two centrally located arched wood 
frame glass doors with muntins are located at the façade, flanked by large wood frame fixed pane windows.  Other 
fenestration consists of similar wood frame fixed pane windows in varying sizes. 
 
 *P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) (HP3) Multi-Family Residence
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
west, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1927, County Assessor Records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Ana M. & Sergio Trujillo 
215 Daffodil Drive 
Hollister, CA  95023
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris,  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive    

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   Multi-family property     B4.  Present Use:  Multi-family property
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Workingman’s Four-square
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1927; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 133-133 Rhodes Court does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Rhodes Court is located 
in the Rhodes Homestead subdivision, laid out in the early 1920s.  The first Rhodes Court properties appeared in 
city directories in 1922.  The property at 131-133 Rhodes, constructed in 1927, was first numbered 21-23 Rhodes 
Court and 23a and 23b Rhodes Court.  It was changed to its current number in 1930.  The Rhodes Homestead 
subdivision was the last of several large properties subdivided in the area north of The Alameda and adjacent to 
Stockton Avenue.  Other properties in the vicinity were subdivided in the nineteenth century, but remained largely 
undeveloped until the turn of the twentieth century.  Moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed 
adjacent to The Alameda, while smaller working-class houses were constructed on the side streets off of Stockton 
Avenue and The Alameda.    (See Continuation Sheet.) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose West (1898-1978); County 
Assessor records as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Some residents of this area worked locally for the railroads or companies such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the 
Muirson Label Company, or the Richmond Chase Company fruit cannery, while others commuted elsewhere via 
streetcars that linked the neighborhood to downtown San Jose.  The area steadily developed with commercial and 
industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, and a mix of working and middle class houses on 
the interior streets.  Although many of the residential properties along Rhodes Court and other adjacent streets 
have remained residential, others have been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a mix of 
single family, multi-family, and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial 
properties.1
 
The  first residents of the house at 131-133 Rhodes Court were Lewis Gerson, a general salesman at Barrett 
Brothers, and his wife Lena who occupied 23a Rhodes Court (now 131 Rhodes Court), and Morton R. 
Bookwalter, president of the Garden City Chevrolet Company, and his wife Nelle, who occupied 23 Rhodes 
Court, also known as 23b Rhodes Court.  By 1929, only the Bookwalters remained, the other half of the duplex 
being listed as vacant.   Following the original occupants, the duplex experienced a succession of tenants.  Edward 
S. Lewis, a salesman, and his wife Jennie; Robert, Alma and Everett Roseveare; Mrs. Evelyn Couch; Margaret 
Stephens; Mrs. Nancy Smith, a widow; Leo and Mildred Bannister; and Anthony Arioto, a civil engineer, all 
occupied 131 Rhodes Court at various times between the 1920s and 1960s.  Charles Fawkner, a displayman at M. 
Blum and Company; Carlton Klinkert, a driver with Troy Laundry, and his mother Anna Klinkert, a widow; 
Adolph Lindner; Mrs. Melva L. Lindner, a housekeeper; Edward B. Smith, a yardman at SPCO; Frank and 
Daphne Durham; and Marjorie Ray, a widow and a nurse, all occupied 133 Rhodes Court at various times 
between the 1920s and 1960s.   
 
The property at 131-133 Rhodes Court does not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history that would make it significant under Criterion A, nor do any of its 
inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The 
house also does not embody distinctive architectural characteristics that would make it significant under Criterion 
C.  Instead, this house appears to be a typical example of the Workingman’s Four-square, one of many styles used 
for small houses in San Jose during the 1910s and 1920s.  The Workingman’s Four-square was a response to the 
large two-story middle class Four-square style houses popular around the turn of the twentieth century, and also 
derived from earlier cottage vernacular styles.  The small one-story version of the Four-square developed 
characteristics of its own and was mass-produced through mail-order catalogs during the 1930s.  These houses are 
usually characterized by a square or nearly square plan capped with a pyramidal or high hip roof, with variations 
such as inset porches and elevated basements.2    The duplex at 131-133 Rhodes Court has a squarish plan, a 
pyramidal hipped roof, and modest decorative front doors.  Although duplex Workingman’s Four-squares are not 
common, and the building exhibits some of the defining characteristics of the style, this building does not appear 
to be a significant example of the type, period, or method of construction.  Modest houses of this style are well 
represented in San Jose, and this house represents a common variation on a popular architectural style to create a 

                                                 
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, 1930, 1951 and 1962; and City Directories, 1920 to 1975.  To the 
north and west of the Rhodes Homestead was the “Morrison Estates Subdivision” recorded in 1876.  See Santa Clara County Recorder 
Book of Maps A, page 12. 
2 Alan McGowans, The Comfortable House:  North American Suburban Architecture, 1890-1930 (Cambridge Mass.: MIT Press, 1987), 
90. 
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multi-family dwelling.  In addition, the house has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for 
history that would make it eligible under Criterion D.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
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P1.  Other Identifier:  109 Rhodes Court 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 109 Rhodes Court     City San Jose   Zip 95126          
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number: 261-01-066 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The Minimal Traditional style single family residence at 109 Rhodes Court was built in 1948.  This wood frame 
house sits on a concrete foundation and has an irregular footprint.  It is topped with a medium pitched pyramidal 
roof with closed eaves covered in composition roofing.  The walls are covered in stucco with a brick skirt running 
around the lower portion of the façade (east side).  There is an inset porch located on the southwest corner of the 
building with wooden posts supporting the corner of the roof that is decorated with scalloped wood trim.  The 
porch is constructed of brick on a concrete foundation, shelters the main entrance and a pair of 1/1 double hung 
windows with horizontal muntins.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Residence; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northwest, 
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1948, County Assessor Records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Christopher T. & Robin W. Eckert 
109 Rhodes Court 
San Jose, CA 95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
 

*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   single family residence      B4.  Present Use:  single family residence
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Minimal Traditional 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1948, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 109 Rhodes Court does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Rhodes Court is located 
in the Rhodes Homestead subdivision, laid out in the early 1920s.  The first Rhodes Court properties appear in the 
city directories in 1922, although the property at 109 Rhodes Court was not constructed until 1948.  The Rhodes 
Homestead subdivision was the last of several large properties subdivided in the area north of The Alameda and 
adjacent to Stockton Avenue.  During the twentieth century, moderately sized middle-class houses were 
constructed adjacent to The Alameda, while smaller working-class houses were built on the side streets off of 
Stockton Avenue and The Alameda.    (See Continuation Sheet)   
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Recorders records; County Assessor 
records as reported to First American Real Estate 
Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A set of wood frame windows appears at the façade, consisting of a large central fixed pane flanked by narrow 
four-light wood casement sash.  Fenestration on the remainder of the house consists of 2/2 wood frame double 
hung windows with horizontal muntins.  An exterior mounted brick chimney appears on the north side of the 
house.  A detached garage with a hipped roof is located to the rear of the residence.  The garage appears to be 
constructed of similar materials as the house. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The area steadily developed with commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, 
with a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets.  While most of the houses were constructed 
by the 1930s, a few open parcels remained, like the one on which the house at 109 Rhodes Court was later built.  
Although many of the properties along Rhodes Court and other adjacent streets have remained residential, others 
have been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, multi-family, and 
condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
Horace C. Hartley, a foreman at California Package Corporation, and his wife, Alice, were the house’s initial 
residents.  The Hartleys occupied the house until 1959, when it was purchased by Andrew W. and Clarabelle 
Marsh purchased the house.  By 1963 Jess R. River and his wife, Dora, had purchased the house, residing there 
until the early 1980s.  Jess River was employed at Fiberglass Corporation. 
 
The property at 109 Rhodes Court does not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends 
in local, state, or national history that would make it significant under Criterion A, nor do any of its inhabitants 
appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The house does not 
embody distinctive architectural characteristics, because it is typical of the Minimal Traditional residential style 
popular in San Jose following World War II.  Minimal Traditional style homes first became popular in the 1930s, 
but after World War II the style became even more common and there are many examples of Minimal Traditional 
style architecture in San Jose.  Minimal Traditional houses often have low-pitched roofs with dominant front 
gables and large chimneys.  Influenced by the Depression of the 1930s, they typically lack the ornamental details 
of traditional residential styles.  The residence at 109 Rhodes Court does not appear to be important for its type, 
period, or method of construction.  Nor does the house appear to be the work of a master architect or builder and it 
does not posses high artistic value (Criterion C).  In addition, the property has not yielded, nor will likely yield, 
important information for history that would make it eligible under Criterion D.   Furthermore, this property has 
also been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria 
outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance 
criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 

                                                 
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, 1930, 1951 and 1962; and City Directories, 1920 to 1975.  To the north and 
west of the Rhodes Homestead was the “Morrison Estates Subdivision” recorded in 1876.  See Santa Clara County Recorder Book of 
Maps A, 12. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  87 Rhodes Court 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County  Santa Clara
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 87 Rhodes Court     City San Jose   Zip  95126       
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-01-067 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The Bungalow style single-family residence at 87 Rhodes Court, shown in Photograph 1, was built in 1924.  This 
wood frame house sits on a concrete foundation and has a rectangular footprint.  It is topped with a medium 
pitched side gable roof with a smaller cross gable over a porch located on the southeast corner of the building.  
The roof has boxed overhanging eaves and is clad in composition shingles.  The walls are covered in stucco.  The 
porch is accessed via concrete steps on the north and south sides and has square columns.  The porch gives access 
to the main entry, consisting of a wood frame front door with glazing and a fixed pane window, both featuring 
geometric patterns of small-pane window glazing.  A wood frame half wall covered in stucco extends along the 
front of the house.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Residence; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

northwest, May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1924, City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Martin F. Alkire 
87 Rhodes Court 
San Jose, CA 95126
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive   

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:    Jacob and Gladys Hoover House
B2.  Common Name:             

B3.  Original Use:   single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  single family residence
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Bungalow
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1924, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 87 Rhodes Court does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Rhodes Court is located 
in the Rhodes Homestead subdivision, laid out in the early 1920s.  The first Rhodes Court properties appear in 
city directory in 1922.  The property at 87 Rhodes Court, constructed in 1924, was originally numbered 11 
Rhodes Court.  It was changed to its current number in 1930.  The Rhodes Homestead subdivision was the last of 
several large properties subdivided in the area north of The Alameda and adjacent to Stockton Avenue.  Other 
properties in the vicinity were subdivided in the nineteenth century, but remained largely undeveloped until the 
turn of the twentieth century.  Moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed adjacent to The Alameda, 
while smaller working-class houses were constructed on the side streets off of Stockton Avenue and The 
Alameda.  (See Continuation Sheet.) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); County 
Assessor records as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002; and California 
Death Records. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Fenestration on the remainder of the house consists of similar wood framed fixed pane and double hung windows 
with geometric patterns of small-pane window glazing on the upper sashes.  There is a set of three fixed pane 
wood frame windows divided by wood muntins on the east side of the house, and a smaller fixed pane window 
and a series of double hung windows on the north side. There is also a stuccoed chimney on the north side of the 
residence, as seen in Photograph 2.  A detached garage is located to the rear (southeast) of the residence.  The 
garage appears to be constructed of similar materials as the house. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Some residents of this area worked locally for the railroads or companies such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the 
Muirson Label Company, or the Richard Chase Company fruit cannery, while others commuted elsewhere via 
streetcars that linked this area to downtown San Jose.  The area steadily developed with commercial and industrial 
properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, with a mix of working and middle class houses on the 
interior streets.  Although many of the properties along Rhodes Court and other adjacent streets have remained 
residential, others have been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, 
multi-family, and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
Jacob E. Hoover and his wife Gladys were the first and long-time owners and residents of the house at 87 Rhodes 
Court.  Jacob Hoover was born in 1876 in Pennsylvania.  It is unclear when he came to California.  He was a 
carpenter by trade and eventually became foreman for O.E. Anderson General Contractors near the end of his 
career.  He died in November 1955.  Gladys Hoover was a native Californian born in 1891.  For a time in the 
1930s she worked as the Assistant Society Editor for the San Jose Mercury-Herald newspaper.  She remained in 
the house on Rhodes Court until her death in November 1974.2
 
The property at 87 Rhodes Court does not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends 
in local, state, or national history that would make it significant under Criterion A, nor do any of its inhabitants 
appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The house does not 
embody distinctive architectural characteristics that would make it significant under Criterion C.  Although 
representative of the Bungalow-style houses popular in San Jose during the 1910s and 1920s, it does not appear to 
be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  Nor does the house appear to be the work of a master 
architect or builder, and it does not posses high artistic value.   In the early decades of the twentieth century in San 
Jose, and throughout California, Bungalows were popular houses, simple yet well-built with artistic flare.  
Although the high-style versions of Bungalows express the trends of the Arts and Crafts movement of the period, 
most are like the house at 87 Rhodes Court, built modestly for working and middle class residents.  Modest 
Bungalows were often constructed by developers or by individual owners using pre-cut lumbers and fixtures 
available through catalogs.   

                                                 
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, 1930, 1951 and 1962; and City Directories, 1920 to 1975.  To the 
north and west of the Rhodes Homestead was the “Morrison Estates Subdivision” recorded in 1876.  See Santa Clara County Recorder 
Book of Maps A, 12. 
2 City Directories, 1920 to 1975; and California Death Records for Jacob E. Hoover and Gladys Hoover online at: 
http://vitals.rootsweb.com/ca/death/search.cgi and http://ssdi.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/ssdi.cgi?ssn=554-03-7064. 

http://vitals.rootsweb.com/ca/death/search.cgi
http://ssdi.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/ssdi.cgi?ssn=554-03-7064
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These catalog houses were be assembled by either catalog company workers or by local carpenters.  It is unclear 
who was responsible for constructing the house at 87 Rhodes Court, but its simple form and basic Bungalow 
features are consistent with Bungalow houses purchased from catalogs during the 1910s and 1920s.  This type of 
modest Bungalow is well represented in San Jose.  If located in an area with sufficient concentration of similar 
residential resources, this house could possibly contribute to a historic district but no such concentration of houses 
was found at this location.  This building does not yield, nor will likely yield, important information for history 
(Criterion D).  Although the house at 87 Rhodes Court retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and 
architectural significance, and does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  
Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic 
property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 
Photograph 2.  87 Rhodes Court, camera facing southwest, May 31, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  865-917 The Alameda 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 865-917 The Alameda   City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-068 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The two-story commercial building at 865-917 The Alameda was constructed in 1929.  This 12,960 square foot 
building, constructed of reinforced concrete, is rectangular in plan. The building is divided in half, north to south, 
with a two-story office and retail space near The Alameda, as shown in Photograph 1, and a tall one-story 
utilitarian component situated along Rhodes Court, shown in Photograph 2.  This arrangement reflects the 
property’s original use as an auto dealership, with the showroom on The Alameda and a repair shop in the back.  
The front of the building has a high parapet that wraps from the south side to the east and west side.  The parapet 
is capped with Spanish tile, at least in part, and is largely covered in ivy, which conceals most of the wall surface 
on the south end of the building.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northwest,  
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1929, County Assessor Record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Zamani Family Trust 
847 Portswood Circle 
San Jose, CA 95120 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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DPR 523B (1/95)                            

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  Col & Cerruti Packard Motors
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   Commercial building     B4.  Present Use:  Commercial building      
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Commercial with Spanish Eclectic elements
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1929; office/rental space 1957-1960; 
business alterations 1970. 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      
 
B9.  Architect:  unknown   b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical  
or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

The property at 865-917 The Alameda does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located 
on Lots 21 and 22 of the Rhodes Homestead subdivision, which was laid out in the early 1920s.  The Rhodes 
Homestead subdivision was the last of several large properties subdivided in the area north of The Alameda and 
adjacent to Stockton Avenue. The modern street known as The Alameda roughly follows a 200-year old 
thoroughfare extending approximately three miles west and north of downtown San Jose.  The modern roadway 
began to take shape when western San Jose was subdivided in the late nineteenth century.  In the early twentieth 
century, The Alameda and its adjacent neighborhoods remained largely residential, served by an electric railway 
that ran downtown.  Besides some stores, The Alameda had only a few manufacturers, machine shops, and sheet 
metal works located near the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks at this time.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose West (1898-1978); Building 
Permits; County Assessor records as reported to First 
American Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002   
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Large recessed banks of plate glass windows with metal spandrels dominate this section of the building.  Metal 
awnings flanked by decorative metal hanging lamps appear above these windows.  The main entrance, a set of 
glass doors, is centrally located at the south side of the building, sheltered by a canopy supported on metal poles 
that extends out over the sidewalk in front of the building.  A pair of casement windows appear on the east side of 
the building one above the other on each story of the building north of the plate glass windows.  The north end of 
the building has an arched roof, likely formed by bowstring trusses.  This area of the building also has a parapet 
running along its the east side.  Below the parapet are five sets of steel sash windows with fixed and hopper style 
sashes as well as a garage door opening.  Next to the former showroom component of the building, there are two 
sets of tall steel sash vertical windows.  This window pattern is largely repeated on the west side of the building.  
The north side is windowless.  On the south end of the west side a glass door with transom set in an arched 
opening is located next to a wood frame aluminum sliding window, along with a pair of casement windows 
similar to those on the east side of the building  
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Between the 1930s and 1950s, the east end of The Alameda near Stockton Avenue was transformed from a 
residential neighborhood to an increasingly industrial and commercial area with businesses positioned to take 
advantage of the upgraded rail facilities.  Automobile-oriented businesses also increased along The Alameda after 
the road became part of US 101 in the 1920s.  The route, later re-designated SR 82 when US 101 was rerouted in 
the 1960s, still serves as a commercial corridor between Santa Clara and San Jose, although new construction is 
returning residential uses to The Alameda in the form of condominiums.1
 
The commercial building at 865-917 The Alameda, constructed in 1929, was operated for many years as an auto 
dealership.  From 1930 through 1950, it was owned and operated by Col and Cerruti Packard Motors.  Gustin 
Howard Motors acquired the property by 1955, followed by Klepinger Motor Company around 1960.  It appears 
that around this time, the original auto dealership, which had occupied the entire building up to this point, was 
reduced in size, and at least part of the first floor was converted to office and retail space.  Leasers of the space 
include the National Cash Registry Company (1960) and the San Jose Redevelopment Agency (1965).  The last 
automotive establishment to occupy the property was Auto Dealers Inc., who shared the facilities with Rambler 
City Inc. in 1970.  Young & Associates, furniture dealers, utilized the building in the late 1970s, followed by 
variety of tenants during the 1980s and 1990s including the Apollo Mailing Service.2   
 
Since the 1920s there have been many auto-related establishments in this area of The Alameda, including repair 
shops, parts dealers, used and new car lots as well as service stations.  The property at 865-917 The Alameda, 
however, does not appear to be important in that context, nor does it appear to have important associations with 
significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  It does not appear to be associated 
with historically significant individuals (Criterion B).  The building does not embody distinctive architectural 
characteristics, and is instead a modest example of commercial architecture with Spanish Eclectic elements, such 
                                                 
1 City of San Jose Department of City Planning, “The Alameda,” April 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1915 and 1951; 
and City Directories, 1930-1950. 
2 Building Permit # 26957, dated October 9, 1957, and  # 37702, dated November 20, 1961. 
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as an arched doorway, casement windows, and a parapet roof with Spanish tile.  The building does not appear to 
be an important example of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  The property also does not 
appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and does not possess high artistic value.  The building has 
not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  This property has also been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 

 
P

 
 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

hotograph 2.  Camera facing northwest along Rhodes Court, May 31, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Obje  Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   otograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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        NRHP Status Code  3                 
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
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P1.  Other Identifier: 176 North Morrison Avenue 
*P2.  Location:  Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 176 North Morrison Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95126  
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-01-074  
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The property at 176 North Morrison Avenue contains a Queen Anne style house built circa 1898 and a modern 
detached garage.  The two-story wood frame residence is capped by a hipped roof with cross gables, sheathed in 
composition shingles.  The house’s massing and irregular footprint, shaped by gables, hipped roof components, 
porches, and bay windows, provide the residence with the distinctive form central to Queen Anne architecture, in 
addition to its extensive decorative detailing, with Eastlake influences, that is also characteristic of the style.  
Photographs 1 and 2 show the house and its salient features, as seen from the adjacent sidewalk.  The walls are 
clad in wood board siding in varying directions finished with corner boards and decorative carved panels.  A band 
of fish scale shingles delineates the two stories and decorative verge boards dominate the gable peaks on each side 
of the building.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property; (HP3) Multiple Family Property; 
(HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing southeast, 
May 31, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1898, Sanborn maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Di Salvo Trust 
2528 Aragon Way 
San Jose, CA 95125 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 
ct
Ph
          *Required Information 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    single-family property      B4.  Present Use:  multiple family property
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Queen Anne with Eastlake elements  
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  ca. 1898, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme  Architecture   Area West San Jose 
    Period of Significance    1890s    Property Type  Residential     Applicable Criteria  C 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The house at 176 North Morrison Street appears to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places and appears to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located on Lot 6 and 
part of original Lot 5 of the Morrison Estates subdivision.  The Santa Clara County Recorder approved the 
Morrison Estate subdivision in 1876, located between Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, 
including parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue.  The subdivision remained largely undeveloped until the 
turn of the century, when moderately sized middle-class houses, such as the house at 176 North Morrison Avenue, 
were constructed on parcels along Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, and smaller working-class homes were 
built along Cinnabar Street.  The Morrison Estates dwellings were constructed adjacent to nearby industries, such 
as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label Company Plant.  The San Jose Railroad car house and trolleys 
along The Alameda provided access to downtown. (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported to 
First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-1950); 
City Directories (various years); Morrison Estates 
Subdivision Map (County Recorder’s Book of Maps 
A, page 12); Thomas Brother’s Block Book of San 
Jose, Vol. 1 (ca.1921-1942); and USGS Quadrangles 
Maps, San Jose West (1898-1978); 1930 Aerials. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
         *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Fenestration includes 1/1 double hung wood frame windows set singly or in pairs with wood surrounds and sills.  
Under the main gable on the front (west) side of the house is a focal window.  This window is arched with a 
square fixed pane flanked and topped by stained glass windows.  Under the focal window is a cutout bay window.  
The center window on the bay features a stained glass transom separated from the main window by a metal 
awning.  The second story walls flare out over the front bay with decorative corner brackets over the side 
windows.  A similar bay window is located near the middle of the house’s north side.  The west bay window 
separates the house’s two entrances, both of which are set in recessed porches accessed by wood steps, decorated 
with arched spindle work featuring beading, large turned posts, and balustrades ornamented with beadwork.  The 
north porch entry consists of double wood doors with lower panels and rectangular glazing above.  The porch on 
the southwest corner of the house is deeper than the first porch.  A metal screen door covers the west-facing single 
entry door, and a fixed window surrounded by smaller lights faces south.    The porch’s spindle work is repeated 
at the south-facing dormer-like balcony situated above the west side porch, visible in Photograph 1.  To the east 
of the balcony is the house’s only chimney, a modest brick element with a corbelled top.  A central heat and air 
conditioning unit sits at ground level on the west side of the house adjacent to the porch.  Two flush wood doors 
access the east side of the home.  A wood staircase and railing, sheltered under a shed roof, leads to a first floor 
door on the southeast corner.  The second door located on the northeast corner accesses the second floor.   
 
A modern detached garage sits off of the southeast corner of the house.  Capped with a side gable roof, the wood 
frame garage has a concrete foundation and wood board siding.  The garage is accessed on the north side by two 
rollup metal garage doors and a flush wood door.   A window with security bars is also located on the north side.  
The west and south sides do not have windows or doors.  The east side of the house is shown in Photograph 3 
and the garage is shown in Photograph 4.  The house now serves as a multi-family residence. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The area steadily developed with commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, 
with a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets.  While many of the properties along 
Cinnabar Street and other adjacent streets have remained residential, others have been altered or demolished in 
recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, multi-family, and condominium residential units, 
offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
The house at 176 North Morrison Street was built circa 1898 and originally had the address of 48 North Morrison 
Street, which it carried until the 1920s.  The home has had many owners and tenants, including Dr. Charles B. and 
Nora Hare (1910s), A.F. and Charles J. Parks (1920s), Joseph and Staza Maruska (late 1920s-1930s), and Walter 
and Angela Kerr, as well as several tenants during the 1940s.  With the exception of Dr. Hare, the residents 
worked as salesmen, labors and bookkeepers.  Saverio Di Salvo, a local farmer, and his wife Marie purchased the 
house in the late 1940s.2  The Di Salvo family has since retained ownership of the property.   
 

                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 
San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2  San Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1950; and Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca.1921 to 1942. 
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As discussed below, the house at 176 North Morrison appears to be eligible for listing in the National Register for 
its significance at the local level, under Criterion C, and it retains the historic integrity necessary to convey that 
significance. The house does not, however, appear to be associated with significant events or trends in local, state, 
or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its owners or inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely 
yield, important information for history (Criterion D).   
 
Under Criterion C, the house at 176 North Morrison Avenue embodies distinctive architectural characteristics of 
type, period, and method of construction, though it does not appear to be the work of a master architect, nor 
possess high artistic value.  Its pattern of features are representative of Queen Anne style architecture constructed 
for middle class residents in San Jose during the 1890s.  It has the overall picturesque and asymmetrical 
silhouette, with vertical emphasis, distinctive to Queen Anne architecture.  Its contrasting decorative wall 
surfaces, gable end relief decoration, detailed spindle work, stained glass windows, and corbelled chimney give 
the house individuality and variety that distinguish it within the range of examples of the style found in San Jose.  
The varied roof forms that are fundamental to the Queen Anne style can be seen in Photographs 1 and 2.  The 
residence’s decorative features are influenced by Eastlake ornamentation as seen in the robust lathe work, 
decorative verge boards, and carved panels.  The house’s design falls within a range of buildings extending from 
large Queen Anne style mansions seen elsewhere in San Jose, to a myriad of working class Queen Anne style 
houses, such as those found nearby on Cinnabar Street.  Within the evolution of the Queen Anne style in San Jose 
(and California), this house is representative of its latter incarnation lacking the towers and turrets built on houses 
in the 1880s, for example, as well as the wrap around porch or veranda also seen in earlier Queen Anne houses.  
As stated, the house has Eastlake ornamentation elements but is not an Eastlake style house, for it lacks the 
angular forms of that style and it does not express its frame construction on its exterior.  Rather, this house retains 
the asymmetrical and rambling volumetric qualities, as well as the distinctive decorative details, of what is now 
referred to as high-Victorian Queen Anne, but its form and scale indicate the transformation of the style towards 
the more restrained Classical Revival and Colonial Revival styles, like those used for the house’s northerly 
neighbors at 204 and 230 North Morrison Avenue (Map Reference #13-26 and #13-27), that became popular in 
the 1900s and 1910s.  The house is thus an important example of its style and the building practices of its period, 
particularly within its local vicinity in western San Jose.  The contemporary garage that sits adjacent to the house 
appears to have been built in the mid-twentieth century.  While it does not detract from the house’s architectural 
significance, it does not appear to be a contributing element to the property’s eligibility. 
 
Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines.  Using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, the house 
appears to meet Criteria 3 as outlined in these guidelines, for its architectural significance as described above. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 2.  Camera facing northeast, May 31, 2002. 
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Photograph 3.  Camera facing east, May 31, 2002. 
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Photograph 4.  Camera facing east, May 31, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 204 North Morrison Avenue
*P2.  Location:  Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 204 North Morrison Avenue   City San Jose Zip 95126  
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-075 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The parcel at 204 North Morrison Avenue contains a two-story wood frame Craftsman style house.  Rectangular 
in plan, the shingle-clad walls sit on a concrete foundation and are topped by side gable roof.  Typical of the 
Craftsman style, the rafter tails are exposed at the gable sides and brackets support the eaves on the gable ends 
(Photograph 1).  Fascia boards are fitted on the gable ends.  A narrow wood belt course delineates the first and 
second stories.  Fenestration consists of 1/1 double hung wood frame windows with modern screens, fixed 
windows and aluminum sliding windows.  The west side features a multi-light fixed window on the south corner 
of the first floor.  The main entry, inset on the south side, is approached by brick steps with a metal rail and is 
sheltered by a shed roof supported by brackets, as seen in Photograph 2.  East of the entry is an aluminum sliding 
window sheltered by a metal hood.  The north side features a very shallow bay window topped by a shed roof and 
an exterior end brick chimney with a step shoulder (Photograph 1).  
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property and (HP3) Multi Family Property
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing southeast,  
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1904, County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

David and Grace Scott 
1749 Clarence Court 
San Jose, CA 95124
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

 Intensive  
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San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Guest Villa Boarding House
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  single family residence
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Craftsman 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1904, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 204 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This property 
was previously inventoried in 1978, but this previous survey does not evaluate the property under National 
Register criteria.1  This form was created to update the previous survey, since it is more than five years old, and to 
apply National Register criteria to the property.  The property is located on Lot 7 of the Morrison Estates 
subdivision.  The Santa Clara County Recorder’s Office approved the Morrison Estates subdivision for E.V. 
Thorne in 1876.  The subdivision was located between Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, 
included parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue, and originally contained twenty lots. (See Continuation 
Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1961); City Directories (various years); County 
Assessor record as reported to First American Real 
Estate Solutions online service, 2002; Morrison 
Estates Subdivision Map (County Recorder’s Book of 
Maps A, page 12); Orchards Mortgage Book (1912-
1928), History San Jose: Building Permits, San Jose 
Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-
1978). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

                                                 
1 Historic Resources Inventory Form, 204 Morrison Avenue, ca. 1978
                                                                  *Required Information 
 (no author or date are listed on this form). 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The subdivision remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when many of the original parcels 
were further subdivided, and moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed along Morrison Avenue, 
near The Alameda, with smaller working-class houses built along Cinnabar Street.2  The house at 204 North 
Morrison Avenue was built in 1904.  Lawrence Haven, the proprietor of Haven & Company, packers and shippers 
of dried fruits located only a few blocks away at the corner of Cinnabar and Autumn Streets, owned the house by 
1907.  Before 1910, ownership of both the family business and the house at 204 North Morrison Avenue had been 
transferred to Edwin Haven.  The company closed or was sold under a new name in 1914 and Edwin bought an 
established fifty-one acre prune orchard located west of Union Avenue a year later.  He may have had other 
property as well, for in 1920 he was listed as a farmer and, in 1933, a rancher.  Edwin passed away in 1934, 
leaving the 204 North Morrison house to his widow Luena K. Haven, who continued to own and live in the home 
until her death in 1966.  By 1968 the Haven house was converted to the Guest Villa Boarding House, later known 
as the San Jose Guest Villa.3
 
The property at 204 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to have any important associations with significant 
events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  There were many dried packing and 
shipping companies at the turn of the century in San Jose and agriculture was the most important industry in San 
Jose until the 1930s when the fruit market collapsed.  While Edwin Haven participated with this type of business, 
he does not appear to have made a significant contribution to the industry.  Moreover, the building is a Craftsman 
style house that does not appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  The Craftsman 
style gained popularity in the early twentieth century, becoming a dominant architectural style by 1909, and 
remaining so until the early 1920s.  The style was particularly popular in California, with many fine examples still 
existing.  Craftsman homes were not limited to the small one-story bungalows, but also included larger two-story 
homes.  The Craftsman style, marked by the use of natural local materials and attention to details demonstrating a 
craftsman’s skill, focused on simplicity and utilitarianism.  The wood shingle siding, decorative braces and 
centered entrance porch found on the house at 204 North Morrison Avenue are characteristic of Craftsman 
architecture, but this house does not appear to be an important example of the style. The property also does not 
appear to be the work of a master architect or builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The 
property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Although the 
house at 204 North Morrison Avenue retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural 
significance, and thus does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.   Furthermore, this 
property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the 
criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
2 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, San 
Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
3 San Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1950; Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca.1921 to 1942; and Orchards Mortgage Book, 1912-
1928. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2.  Front and side view, camera facing east, May 31, 2002. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
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P1.  Other Identifier: 230 North Morrison Avenue  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date (1961, photorevised 1980)  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 230 North Morrison Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95126   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-076 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The Jacobs Center, located at 230 North Morrison Avenue, occupies a converted two-story Colonial Revival style 
former residence.  The wood frame house sits on a concrete foundation with a rectangular footprint.  Its side 
gambrel roof is sheathed in composition shingles and features narrow eaves with exposed rafters.  The south and 
west sides of the roof are dominated by Colonial Revival style full width shed dormers containing three single and 
one pair of 1/1 double hung replacement windows.  The west side of the second story features drop siding while 
the first story walls are clad in stucco.  A single story side gable addition with stucco siding extends from the west 
end of the building.  Fenestration throughout the house and addition consists of 1/1 double hung replacement 
windows, set singly and in pairs, and aluminum sliding windows, all of which are framed with wood trim.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property and (HP41) Hospital 
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing northeast,  
 
P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
valuation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
PR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca.1910, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
and City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Avenues to Mental Health Inc. 
86 South 14th Street 
San Jose, CA 95112
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Jacobs Center 
B3.  Original Use:   single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  mental health facility
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Colonial Revival
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1910; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 230 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property 
is located on part of what was Lot 8 of the Morrison Estates tract, a subdivision approved by the Santa Clara 
County Recorder’s Office for E.V. Thorne in 1876.  The subdivision originally contained twenty lots, bound by 
Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, and included parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue.  
The lots remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when many of the original parcels were 
further subdivided, and moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed on subdivided parcels along 
Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, with smaller working-class houses built along Cinnabar Street.  The 
Cinnabar Street houses were similar in scale to the houses built in the area to the north, which were constructed 
adjacent to the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label Company Plant, and the San Jose Railroad car house.  
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported to 
First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-1950); 
City Directories (various years); Morrison Estates 
Subdivision Map (County Recorder’s Book of Maps 
A, page 12); Thomas Brother’s Block Book of San 
Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-1942); and USGS Quadrangles 
Maps, San Jose West (1898-1978); 1930 Aerials. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The original main entry is inset on the south side under the west end of the dormer, and consists of an arched entry 
with one stucco-clad square pillar on the east side as seen in Photograph 1.  A glazed wood panel door faces west 
into the recessed entry.  A bay window sits towards the east end of the south side.  The current primary entryway 
is a wood door with six lights on the south side of the gabled addition.  Both entrances are approached by modern 
concrete ramps with metal rails (Photograph 2).  The second story is cut out of the east side of the house for a 
patio over the first story.  The west side has two small box window extensions. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Several of the larger houses on North Morrison Avenue were eventually remodeled to serve as boarding houses, 
nursing homes, and multi family residences, including the home at 230 North Morrison Avenue.1  Built in about 
1910, the house was occupied by Charles D. Haven, an insurance agent, from that time through 1923.  From the 
mid 1920s to the late 1930s, Henri and Georgiana Quentin owned the home, and shared some of the space with 
another family, George M. and Sarah Green.  By 1943, Georgiana was the only occupant listed in the city 
directory.  The residence was sold to the Frank and Ruth Chamberlain in the mid-1940s.  Frank and Ruth 
established the Chamberlain’s Rest Home in the house by 1947, while their son Tom P. Chamberlain lived with 
them.  Thomas T. Chamberlain, a baggage man for the Southern Pacific Company, lived with them as well.  At 
the time of Frank’s death, Ruth moved to the apartments across the street, at 225 North Morrison Avenue (Map 
Reference #13-29).  The Chamberlain’s Rest Home operated through 1960, and by 1970 the residence was a 
boarding house under the name San Jose Guest Villa.  Currently, the Jacobs Center, a division of the Alliance for 
Community Care, occupies the building.  The Jacobs Center is a twenty-four hour adult mental health facility that 
provides counseling, information and referrals regarding STD, HIV, and AIDS.2
 
The property at 230 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building does not appear to be an important 
example of the Colonial Revival architectural style.   This revival style is an adaptation of early American 
Colonial homes, and became popular throughout the United States from 1880 to 1930 as the celebration of the 
nation’s centennial initiated a design trend that looked to the country’s past.  Symmetrical in shape, Colonial 
Revival architecture focuses on formal details and proportion, drawing attention to elaborate entrances that 
frequently feature columns, pediments, fan or elliptical lights, and sidelights.  The converted residence at 230 
North Morrison Avenue exhibits several features of the Colonial Revival style, such as a gambrel roof, full width 
shed dormers, a bay window, and centralized entrance, but the home lacks an elaborate entrance, and the multi-
pane windows original to the building have been replaced.  The house does not appear to be important for its type, 
period, or method of construction, does not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and does not 
possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).  Not only does the property lack historic and architectural significance, it 

                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1884, 
1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 San Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1970; Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca.1921 to 1942; and information regarding the Jacobs 
Center and ALLIANCE for Community Care, provided by the Phoenix Data Center: Health Source as seen on the internet site: 
www.phoenixdatacenter.org/healthsource.html  on July 16, 2002. 

http://www.phoenixdatacenter.org/healthsource.html
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also lacks integrity, as the building has been modified through a large gable addition to the west side of the house 
facing North Morrison Avenue and several replacement windows.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated 
in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 
5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined 
in these guidelines. 
 
 
Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 2. Addition, camera facing northeast, May 31, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 197 North Morrison Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 197 North Morrison Avenue City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-02-012 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
A handsome one and a half story Craftsman Bungalow built in 1915 is located at 197 North Morrison Avenue.  
The renovated wood frame home is capped by a cross gable roof clad in wood shingles that are built up at the 
gable peaks.  Rafters are exposed on the gable sides while fascia boards finish the gable ends.  A single gabled 
dormer with a divided window and wood shingle siding faces east.  The roofline swoops over the main entryway 
located on the southeast corner of the building (Photograph 1), supported by two stucco-clad square piers.  Wood 
brackets support the overhanging eaves.  On the east side, a shingle-sheathed shed roof supported by brackets 
shelters a fixed window.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing west,  
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1915, County Assessor’s record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Robert E. Faris 
197 North Morrison Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   single family residence      B4.  Present Use:  single family residence 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Craftsman Bungalow 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1915, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown    b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 197 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property 
is located on what was the south part of Lot 9 of the Morrison Estates subdivision.  The Santa Clara County 
approved the Morrison Estates subdivision for E.V. Thorne in 1876.  The subdivision originally contained twenty 
lots bound by Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, and included parcels facing both sides of 
Morrison Avenue.  The lots remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when many of the original 
parcels were subdivided, and moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed along Morrison Avenue, 
near The Alameda.  Smaller working-class houses were built nearby along Cinnabar Street.  (See Continuation 
Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online 
service, 2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Morrison Estates Subdivision Map (County 
Recorder’s Book of Maps A, page 12); United States 
Census (1900); Thomas Brother’s Block Book of San 
Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-1942); and USGS Quadrangles 
Maps, San Jose West (1898-1978); 1930 Aerials. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The walls are clad with stucco and pierced with double hung and fixed windows.  All of the windows appear to 
have wood frames and are trimmed in wood surrounds.  An ornamental window box/sill is located beneath the 
façade’s principle window.  The northeast corner of the house has a lead divided window and another multiple 
light window appears under the gable peak on the east side.  The house has two chimneys: a brick chimney on the 
north side and a stucco-clad chimney at the gable joint towards the west end of the house.  A second building sits 
at the southwest corner of the residence.  This detached building has a front gable roof and smooth horizontal 
board siding.  The well-landscaped grounds of the home are finished with a modern brick and wood fence around 
the front yard. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The neighborhood is currently known as the Garden Alameda area and is bordered by Stockton Avenue, West 
Taylor Street, and The Alameda on two sides.  There were only a few residences in the Garden Alameda 
community by 1915, often constructed adjacent to nearby industries, such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the 
Muirson Label Company Plant, and the San Jose Railroad car house.  The area now has a mix of single family, 
multi-family, and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
Edwin H. Kocher built and resided in the house at 197 North Morrison Avenue in 1915.  He had previously lived 
two doors down, at 99 North Morrison Avenue, with his parents Rudolph and Anna and his six siblings.  Edwin 
eventually inherited the family business, R. Kocher & Sons Watchmakers and Jewelers, located at 15 South 1st 
Street.  After he married in 1930, he and his wife Mariam sold the residence at 197 North Morrison Avenue to 
William and Margaret Joesten, in the late 1930s.  William was a clerk at Woolworth’s in 1940 and later worked as 
a machinist.  The Joestens lived in the house until the late 1960s.2  
 
The property at 197 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The house does not embody distinctive architectural 
characteristics, and is instead a modest example of a Craftsman Bungalow.  This architectural style gained 
popularity in the early twentieth century, becoming the dominant style between 1909 and the early 1920s.  It was 
particularly popular in California, where many fine examples still remain.   The Craftsman style is marked by the 
use of natural local materials and attention to details demonstrating a craftsman’s skill.  The flared points at the 
gable peaks, elaborated rafter ends, and decorative braces found on the house at 197 North Morrison Avenue are 
characteristic of Craftsman Bungalows.  The house appears to have been recently remodeled, and several of its 
windows have been replaced (including the large picture window facing North Morrison Avenue).  A brick and 
wood fence was also added around the front yard, but none of these alterations change the Craftsman 
characteristics of the Bungalow.  The house does not appear to an important example of its type, period, or 
method of construction.  The property also does not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and 

                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 
San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 San Jose City Directories, 1913 to 1960; and Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca.1921 to 1942; and United States Census (1900). 
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does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).  Although the house at 197 North Morrison Avenue generally retains 
historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural significance, and therefore does not appear to meet 
the criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 225 North Morrison Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 225 North Morrison Avenue City San Jose Zip 95126 

d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-02-011 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The wood frame multiple family property and open detached garage located at 225 North Morrison Avenue were 
built circa 1941.  The building sits on a concrete foundation with a rectangular footprint.  Photograph 1 shows 
the residence’s hipped roof clad, in composition shingles and featuring exposed rafters at the eaves.  Horizontal 
wood siding sheaths the walls.  Fenestration includes wood casement windows, multi-light fixed pane windows, 
and wood double hung windows.  Each of the house’s four units is entered by a private courtyard formed by a 
shared brick wall running the length of the building on the east side.  Short wood gates provide access to the 
courtyards, as seen in Photograph 2.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP3) Multiple Family Property
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing southwest,  
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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May 30, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1941, County Assessor record’s and 
City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Alfio V. & Geraldine I. Crema 
920 S Winchester Boulevard  
San Jose, CA 95128 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:   multi-family residence     B4.  Present Use:  multi-family residence
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Minimal Traditional
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1941, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown    b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 225 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property 
is located on Lot 9 of the Morrison Estates subdivision.  The Santa Clara County Recorder’s Office approved the 
Morrison Estates subdivision for E.V. Thorne in 1876.  The subdivision originally contained twenty lots bound by 
Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, including parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue.  
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported to 
First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-1950); 
City Directories (various years); Morrison Estates 
Subdivision Map (County Recorder’s Book of Maps 
A, page 12); Thomas Brother’s Block Book of San 
Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-1942); and USGS Quadrangles 
Maps, San Jose West (1898-1978). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Each unit has a wood frame three-light glass door flanked by three fixed glass windows and double hung windows 
on each side, opening to the courtyards.  A paved driveway extends the length of the building’s north side to the 
west end where the detached garage is located.  A shed roof supported in the center by two square posts caps this 
wood frame detached building, which has three open bays at the east side.  The garage, clad with smooth board 
siding, is shown in Photograph 3. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The lots remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when many of the original parcels were 
further subdivided, and moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed along Morrison Avenue, near The 
Alameda.  Smaller working-class houses were built along nearby Cinnabar Street.  Several of the larger houses 
across the street from 225 North Morrison Avenue were remodeled to serve as boarding houses, nursing homes, 
and multi family residences, such as 204 North Morrison (Map Reference #13-06), known as the Guest Villa 
Boarding House in the 1960s.1   
 
The apartment building at 225 North Morrison Avenue was built circa 1941, and has housed a variety of tenants 
over the years.  The tenants from the 1940s through 1960 typically included single women and widows who held 
clerical positions, such as Violet Challen who lived in the building from 1947 to 1961.  She was a stenographer 
who later worked as a bookkeeper for Josef Gordon, who lived in and owned the property.  Gordon also owned a 
liquor store where Violet worked, and possibly a grocery store.  Mrs. Eva Chamberlain, owner of Chamberlain’s 
Rest Home at 230 North Morrison Avenue, was a resident in the early 1950s.  Gordon continued his residence at 
225 North Morrison through 1960, but ownership of the apartments appears to have been transferred to Mrs. 
Josephine Mignola by 1954.  Josephine is listed in the city directory as owner and resident from 1954 through 
1960.2  
 
The property at 225 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building does not embody distinctive 
architectural characteristics and is simply a modest Minimal Traditional style multi-family building that does not 
appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  Minimal Traditional style homes became 
popular in the 1930s, and were the dominant style of tract housing after World War II until the early 1950s.  In 
addition, the apartment building does not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder and does not 
possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).  Moreover, the property has been modified through the installation of 
replacement windows and doors.  Thus, not only does the property lack historical and architectural significance, it 
also lacks historic integrity.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 
15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 
Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 
San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 San Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1960; and Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca. 1921 to 1942. 
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Photographs (continued): 
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hotograph  2.  Detail of entryway, camera facing south, May 31, 2002. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Photograph 3.  Garage addition, camera facing south, May 31, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 320 North Morrison Avenue 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980 T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 320 North Morrison Avenue City San Jose Zip 95126
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-040 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The Craftsman Bungalow at 320 North Morrison Avenue was originally a single family residence and has been 
converted to use as the San Jose Police Department Chaplain’s office.  Built circa 1915, the wood frame building 
sits on a concrete foundation with an irregular footprint.  The low sloping front gable roof is clad in composition 
shingles.  As is typical of the Craftsman style, the eaves have exposed rafters and are supported by wood brackets 
with decorative false beams under the front gables, as seen in Photograph 1.  A latticework attic vent is found 
under the main gable peak on the west side.  The walls are clad in stucco.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Property, (HP9) Public Utility Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing north, 
May 31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1915, City Directories and Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

John W. Jr. & Christine C. Davis 
710 Margaret Street 
San Jose, CA 95112
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive    

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  public utility building
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Craftsman Bungalow 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1915, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 320 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property 
is located on the west side of Lot 17 of the Morrison Estate Subdivision, which was approved by the county in 
1876.  The tract originally contained twenty lots, bound by Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, 
and included parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue.  The subdivision remained largely undeveloped until 
the turn of the century, when many of the parcels were further subdivided and moderately sized middle-class 
houses similar to 320 North Morrison Avenue were constructed on subdivided parcels along Morrison Avenue, 
near The Alameda.  Smaller working-class houses were built nearby along Cinnabar Street.  (See Continuation 
Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported to 
First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose (1884-1950); 
City Directories (various years); Morrison Estates 
Subdivision Map (County Recorder’s Book of Maps 
A, page 12); Thomas Brother’s Block Book of San 
Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-1942); and USGS Quadrangles 
Maps, San Jose West (1898-1978); 1930 Aerials. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Photograph 1 shows the front gable wing that dominates the west side of the building.  The west side of this wing 
is set with a large fixed pane window topped by a multi-light transom and flanked by 4/1 double hung windows.  
False beam work supported by wood brackets shelters this set of windows.  Beneath the window is a stucco clad 
flower box supported by braces.  A bay window addition capped with a hipped roof is located on the west wall 
north of the front gable wing.  This bay window, shown in Photograph 3, is set with 1/1/1 wood frame windows.  
The main entrance, located near the southwest corner of the building, is approached by concrete steps.  Sheltered 
by a narrow shed roof, the entry is a French door flanked by a replacement plate glass window to the south.  The 
south side of the building is dominated by a band of 2/2 fixed pane windows, as seen in Photograph 2.  The south 
side originally featured an open porch, which has been enclosed by walls and a band of windows, increasing the 
area of the building.  A wood frame detached garage clad in wood siding and topped with a gable roof is located 
to the east of the building (Photograph 4). 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The Cinnabar Street houses were similar in scale to the residences built in the area north of Morrison Estates, 
which were constructed adjacent to the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label Company Plant, and the San 
Jose Railroad car house.1
 
One of the first four buildings on the block, the house at 320 North Morrison Avenue was built circa 1915 by 
George E. Owen.  A clerk for the O. A. Hale & Company in 1916, and later a controller for the same company, 
Owen lived in the house until the mid-1920s.  By 1927, Robert M. Dunn, and engineer, lived in the home, 
followed in the late 1920s by one of his relatives, a Mrs. Russie Brubaker, who shared the house with Mrs. 
Cynthia Fuller.  By 1930, Russie had remarried, and opened a beauty shop in the house at 320 North Morrison 
Avenue.  Her second husband, Earl Clinton De Wolf, was an engineer for San Jose Ice & Cold Storage.  By 1936, 
Robert Dunn, accompanied by his wife Dora, returned to live in the home with the De Wolfs.  Although Earl De 
Wolf bought the lot next door in 1930, he sold it in 1940.  Robert Dunn maintained ownership of the house at 320 
North Morrison Avenue until his death in 1952, after which time it was held by the De Wolfs, through 1957.  
During the next few decades, the residence changed hands several times.  Currently the house is used as an office 
for the local police department’s chaplain.2  
 
The property at 320 North Morrison Avenue does not appear to be associated with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).   Although the building is a handsome Craftsman 
Bungalow, it does not appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  Nor does the house 
appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, or possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  In the early 
decades of the twentieth century in San Jose, and throughout California, Bungalows were popular houses, simple 
yet well built with artistic flare.  It is unclear who was responsible for construction of the house at 320 North 

                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 1884, 
1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 San Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1970; and Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca.1921 to 1942. 
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Morrison Avenue, but its simple form and basic Craftsman Bungalow features are consistent with Bungalow 
houses purchased from catalogs during the 1910s and 1920s.  The Bungalow at 320 North Morrison Avenue 
possesses the Craftsman elements of a low-pitched roof, decorative false wood beams, double hung windows with 
multiple panes on the top half, and triangular knee braces under the eaves.  This type of modest Craftsman 
Bungalow is well represented in San Jose.  If located in an area with sufficient concentration of similar residential 
resources, an unmodified house of this type could contribute to a historic district.  No such concentration of 
houses was found at this location.    
 
The property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  The 
building has been modified with the addition of a bay window and enclosure of the porch.  Thus, not only does the 
property lack historical and architectural significance, it also lacks historic integrity.  Moreover, this property has 
been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined 
in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

Photographs (continued): 

 
 

Photograph 2.  Rear view, camera facing north, May 30, 2002. 
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Pho
Photograph 3.  Façade, camera facing northeast, May 30, 2002. 
 

 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

tograph 4.  Detached outbuildings, camera facing north, May 30, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 381 Stockton Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address  381 Stockton Avenue City San Jose Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-041 and 261-01-050 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
Four buildings are located at 381 Stockton Avenue on a 1.83-acre parcel.  The largest building is located along the 
northwest side of the parcel.  Constructed in 1941, this warehouse has a flat roof, with a shed roof bay along the 
south side (Photograph 1).  It is clad in raised ridge metal panels.  Roll up and sliding metal doors are found 
under the shed roof on the south and west sides of the building.  A shed addition on the west end of the building 
has a corrugated metal roof and raised ridge metal walls (Photograph 2).  The building located on the southeast 
side of the parcel (Photograph 3) consists of a series of interconnected gable roofed buildings.  The oldest portion 
of the building, constructed in 1931, is at the east end.  The original section of the second building has a 
corrugated metal roof, vertical groove wood siding, and replacement aluminum sliding windows.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera 
facing east, April 24, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1931-Aerial Maps; 1941-County  
Assessor’s Record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

John W. Jr., & Christine C. Davis 
710 Margaret Street 
San Jose, CA  95112-2309 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, 
address) 

S. Hotchkiss, M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: April 24, 2002 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 
r

                      *Required Information 
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Richmond Chase Canning Company 
B2.  Common Name: Messagehero Com Inc.
B3.  Original Use:   light industrial     B4.  Present Use:  light industrial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   none  
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Building at south edge=1931; alterations after 
1950.  Building at north edge=1941; alterations unknown.
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 381 Stockton Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property consists of 
Lots 15, 16, 18, and 19 of the Rhodes Tract in the Morrison Estates Subdivision.  The Santa Clara County 
Recorder’s office approved the Morrison Estate subdivision in 1876.  Located between Cinnabar Street, The 
Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, and including parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue, it originally 
contained twenty lots.  The subdivision remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when 
moderate sized middle-class houses were constructed along Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, and smaller 
working-class homes were built along Cinnabar Street.  Many residents who lived in these homes worked in 
nearby industries such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Murison Label Company Plant, and the San Jose 
Railroad car house.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); Santa Clara (1884), (1893-1930); City 
Directories (various years); Santa Clara County 
Property Records; Building Permits, History San Jose; 
USGS Quadrangles, San Jose (1898-1978); San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles 
(1931); Thomas Block Books, ca. 1920; Santa Clara 
County Recorders Office; County Assessor records as 
reported to First American Real Estate Solutions 
online service, 2002. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                     *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Behind and to the west of  this portion of the building is another section, with a gable roof of corrugated metal at a 
different height than the original portion.  The last element has vertical groove wood siding and replacement metal 
roll up doors.  It has ridge ventilators on the gable roof and corrugated metal siding at the gable ends.  A shed roof 
attachment at the end of this building is set with a flush wood door and replacement sliding windows on the north 
side.  The third building, a gable roof metal shed, is located in the southwest corner of the parcel.  The fourth and 
final building on this property, at the northeast corner, is less than forty years old and is not evaluated on this 
form.   
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The area steadily developed with commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, 
and a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets.  The neighborhood now has a mix of single 
family, multi-family, and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial 
properties.1
 
The front (northeast) portion of the oldest building on the property, shown in Photograph 3, dates to before 1931, 
when it appears in an aerial photograph taken of the vicinity.  The lot had been owned by the Richmond Chase 
Canning Company since the 1920s.  Established by E. N. Richmond and Elmer E. Chase in 1919, within two 
years of its founding this fruit packing company was the fourth largest packing company in the state.  It no doubt 
took advantage of the railroad’s close proximity, as did other businesses located along Stockton Avenue.2  This 
building served as a garage, and was part of their canning operation.  In 1941, Richmond Chase received a 
building permit for a warehouse, probably the building as shown in Photograph 1, minus the adjacent modern 
building at the Stockton Avenue end.  The metal shed was erected sometime after 1961. 
 
The buildings at 381 Stockton Avenue do not appear to have important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do its owners or inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The canning industry was important in 
the development of the Santa Clara Valley, but it does not appear that this company or these buildings have 
important associations within that context.  The commercial buildings do not embody distinctive architectural 
characteristics and are instead simple utilitarian structures that do not appear to be important for their type, period, 
or method of construction.  The buildings also do not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder and do 
not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings have not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).  Moreover, the buildings have been modified through the installation of 
replacement aluminum windows, modern storefront windows, replacement metal roll up doors, and the 
construction of numerous additions.  Thus, not only do the buildings lack historical and architectural significance, 
they also lack historic integrity, and for these reasons, do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register.  Furthermore, these buildings have been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this 
historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines 
                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 
San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose  (San Jose: Smith & McKay, 1985), 161. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph 2. Camera facing northeast, April 24, 2002. 

 
Photograph 3. Camera facing southeast, April 24, 2002. 

 

                                *Required Information 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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P1.  Other Identifier: 930 Cinnabar Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 930 Cinnabar Street  City San Jose Zip 95126 

d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-044 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The Bungalow style single family residence and detached garage at 930 Cinnabar Street were built in 1924.  
Shown in Photograph 1, the wood frame house sits on a concrete foundation with a rectangular footprint.  Facing 
north, the house is topped with a medium pitched front gable roof sheathed in composition shingles.  Wood braces 
support the eaves which feature exposed rafters.  The walls are clad in horizontal clapboard siding with 
latticework under the gable peaks.  Fenestration includes wood frame double hung windows with geometric 
patterns of small-pane window glazing on the upper sashes.  The front of the house also has two large fixed pane 
windows and there are awning-style wood frame windows on the east side.  The west half of north side is 
dominated by a porch sheltered under a front gable extension.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single family Residence; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #)  
Photograph 1, camera facing south,  
May 31, 2002
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1924, County Assessor’s records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Jenny Rutherford 
910 Cinnabar Street 
San Jose, CA 95126
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy 
 JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    residential       B4.  Present Use:  residential
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Bungalow
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built 1924, alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 930 Cinnabar Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located 
on part of what was Lot 14 of the Morrison Estate Subdivision.  The Santa Clara County Recorder’s Office 
approved the Morrison Estate subdivision in 1876.  Located between Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton 
Avenue, including parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue, it originally contained twenty lots.  The lots 
remained largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when moderately sized middle-class houses were 
constructed along Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, and smaller working-class homes were built along 
Cinnabar Street.  The Cinnabar Street dwellings were similar in scale to those built in the area north of Morrison 
Estates, which were constructed adjacent to nearby industries such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson 
Label Company Plant, and the San Jose Railroad car house. (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online 
service, 2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Morrison Estates Subdivision Map (County 
Recorder’s Book of Maps A, page 12); Thomas 
Brother’s Block Book of San Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-
1942); and USGS Quadrangles Maps, San Jose West 
(1898-1978); 1930 Aerials. 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The porch features square columns set on pyramidal clapboard-sided bases and a bevel-topped arched opening. 
The porch also shelters the house’s wood frame nine-pane door that faces west.  The east side of the house has an 
exposed brick chimney, which pierces through the eaves.  A detached garage is located to southwest of the house.  
The wood frame building sits on a concrete pad and features clapboard siding detailed with latticework.  It is 
entered through wood swing doors. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The area steadily developed with commercial and industrial properties along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, 
and a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets.  While many of the properties along 
Cinnabar Street and other adjacent streets have remained residential, others have been altered or demolished in 
recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, multi-family, and condominium residential units, 
offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
The single family residence at 930 Cinnabar Street was built in 1924 with the original address of 134 Cinnabar 
Street.  It was one of two houses with identical footprints on Cinnabar Street.  Elizabeth Ollason owned the house 
at the time of its construction.  Her brother William Ollason owned the house next door at 130 Cinnabar.  The 
Ollason family lived in the two homes through the 1950s.  William, Elizabeth, and Ellen Ollason (who was 
perhaps a second sister and who resided with Elizabeth) all worked for the Southern Lumber Company.  By 1933, 
the house treated by this form had been re-numbered as 910 Cinnabar Street, and was owned and inhabited by 
William Ollason, joined by his new wife Frieda in 1936.  Elizabeth appears to have married Malcolm E. McLeod, 
who also worked at the lumberyard, in the early 1930s and they lived next door to William and Frieda at 930 
Cinnabar Street.  That house was eventually demolished, while the house at 910 Cinnabar Street, the building 
treated by this form, was renumbered as 930.  It was sometimes listed as 910-930.2  
 
The property at 930 Cinnabar Street does not appear to have any important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The house also does not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics that would make it significant under Criterion C.  Although representative 
of the Bungalow-style houses popular in San Jose during the 1910s and 1920s, it does not appear to be important 
for its type, period, or method of construction.  Nor does the house appear to be the work of a master architect or 
builder and it does not posses high artistic value.   In the early decades of the twentieth century in San Jose, and 
throughout California, Bungalows were popular houses, simple yet well built with artistic flare.  Although the 
high-style versions of Bungalows express the trends of the Arts and Crafts movement of the period, most, like the 
house at 930 Cinnabar Street, were built modestly for working and middle class residents.  Modest Bungalows 
were often constructed by developers or by individual owners using pre-cut lumbers and fixtures available 
through catalogs.  These catalog houses would be assembled by either catalog company workers or by local 
carpenters.  It is unclear who was responsible for constructing the house at 930 Cinnabar Street, but its simple 
form and basic Bungalow features are consistent with Bungalow houses purchased from catalogs during the 1910s 
                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, San Jose, 
1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 San Jose City Directories (various years); and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps,  San Jose, 1915 and 1951. 
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and 1920s.  This type of modest Bungalow is well represented in San Jose.  If located in an area with sufficient 
concentration of similar residential resources, this house could contribute to a historic district, but no such 
concentration of houses was found at this location.  Although the house at 930 Cinnabar Street retains historic 
integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural significance, and therefore does not appear to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  4    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-33 
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: 890 Cinnabar Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 890 Cinnabar Street  City San Jose Zip 95126   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-045 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 

The Tudor Revival style single-family residence and detached garage at 890 Cinnabar Street, shown in 
Photograph 1, were built in 1929.  Sitting on a concrete foundation with an irregular footprint, the wood frame 
house is topped with a cross gable roof clad in composition shingles.  Narrow eaves are completed with a finish 
board.  Under the gable peaks are wooden louvered vents in arched openings; a similarly shaped stucco niche 
appears over the main entry door.  The walls are sheathed in stucco.  Fenestration consists of double hung wood 
frame windows, several of which have multiple narrow lights in the upper sash over a lower sash with a single 
pane.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Residence; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing south, May 
31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1929, San Jose Building Permit 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Charles E. Green 
890 Cinnabar Street 
San Jose, CA 95126 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive    
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    residential     B4.  Present Use:  residential
*B5.  Architectural Style:    Tudor Revival 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1929, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  Rollie Williams
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 890 Cinnabar Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located 
on part of what was Lot 14 of the Morrison Estate Subdivision.  The Santa Clara County Recorder’s approved the 
Morrison Estate Subdivision in 1876.  Located between Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, 
including parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue, it originally contained twenty lots.  The lots remained 
largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed 
along Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, and smaller working-class homes were built along Cinnabar Street.  
The Cinnabar Street dwellings were similar in scale to those built in the area north of Morrison Estates, which 
were constructed adjacent to nearby industries such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label Company 
Plant, and the San Jose Railroad car house. (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online 
service, 2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Morrison Estates Subdivision Map (County 
Recorder’s Book of Maps A, page 12); Thomas 
Brother’s Block Book of San Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-
1942); and USGS Quadrangles Maps, San Jose West 
(1898-1978). 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The windows on the façade are set in pairs, while a set of triple windows is located on the north corner of the 
building’s west side.  Some of the windows feature metal awnings with wood trim and wood window boxes.  The 
main entry is near the house’s northeast corner under a short front gable bay.  Covered by a metal screen door, the 
wood entry door features a small offset window covered with ironwork.  A second entry, located on the west side, 
consists of a metal screen door over a flush wood door.  Southwest of the house is an original detached wood 
frame garage.  Capped by a front gable roof with composition shingles, the stucco-clad garage has a concrete 
foundation and is entered through double hinged wood doors on the north side. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The Morrison Estate Subdivision and the surrounding area steadily developed with commercial and industrial 
properties clustered along Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, and a mix of working and middle class houses on 
the interior streets.  While many of the properties along Cinnabar Street and other adjacent streets have remained 
residential, others have been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, 
multi-family, and condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
The house at 890 Cinnabar was constructed in 1929 by contractor Rollie Williams.  Sheet metal worker Warren 
Slack and his wife Pearl were its first residents.  This house joined other small houses built along Cinnabar Street 
from the turn of the century through the 1920s, located adjacent to the Cottage Home Auto Camp at Stockton 
Avenue.  Like other residences along Cinnabar Street, the house was owned or occupied by workers and laborers, 
including PG & E lineman Walter Griffith and his wife Mabel, and William Conrad and his wife Barbara.  Conrad 
owned the house from the early 1940s through the 1950s, but rented it out during the latter portion of the decade.2
 
The house at 890 Cinnabar Street is a modest example of Tudor Revival style architecture, one of the many 
historic revival styles popular for residential architecture during the first half of the twentieth century.  These 
houses generally had steeply pitched roofs, irregular footprints, and stucco exteriors.  More stylized versions had 
swooping rooflines, half timbering, and patterned stonework.  The modest examples, such as the house at 890 
Cinnabar, were executed following the basic form of the style, but without many of the design details 
characteristic of Medieval English architecture, which was the basis of the style.   
 
The property at 890 Cinnabar Street does not appear to be important within the context of the residential 
development in the Morrison Estates area of San Jose nor does it appear to have important association with 
significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  None of its inhabitants appear to have 
made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The building does not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics, as it is a modest example of Tudor Revival style architecture.  It does not 
appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction.  The property also does not appear to be the 
work of a master architect or builder, and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  Although the house at 

                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; and Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 
San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 The parcel on which the house sits was originally numbered 134 Cinnabar Street.  The street’s current numbers appear to have been set 
some time in the late 1920s before construction of this house began in 1929.  City of San Jose Building Permit #277, 3/7/29; and San 
Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1957. 
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890 Cinnabar Street retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural significance and 
therefore does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this property has 
been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined 
in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

*P1.  Other Identifier: 870 Cinnabar Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County       Santa Clara   
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 870 Cinnabar Street  City  San Jose  Zip  95126  
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  261-01-046 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 

The property at 870 Cinnabar Street contains a wood frame single family dwelling, built circa 1900, and a 
detached wood frame shed.  The single story residence is topped by a front gable roof clad in composition 
shingles.  There is a shed roof extension on the south side of the building.  The walls are sheathed with shiplap 
siding, and fish scale shingles cover the south gable end.  The building is decorated with a bargeboard featuring 
spindle work at the gable peak, and the narrow eaves are finished with a fascia board accompanied by decorative 
brackets at the frieze band.   The prominent porch extends across the north side, sheltered by a hipped roof 
supported by four square posts with decorative scrolled brackets.  The porch, accessed by central wood steps, is 
encircled with a low decorative railing and balusters along with contemporary lattice work.  (See Continuation 
Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Residence; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 2, camera facing south,  
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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May 31, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1900, County Assessor’s record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Dale S. & Peter Bowman 
235 Grove Street 
Boulder Creek, CA 95006 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris / K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive 
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San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:     residential      B4.  Present Use:   residential 
*B5.  Architectural Style:    Queen Anne 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built circa 1900; alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?   No   Yes  ⌧  Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

The property at 870 Cinnabar Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located 
on part of what was Lot 14 of the Morrison Estate Subdivision.  The Santa Clara County Recorder’s approved the 
Morrison Estate Subdivision in 1876.  Located between Cinnabar Street, The Alameda, and Stockton Avenue, 
including parcels facing both sides of Morrison Avenue, it originally contained twenty lots.  The lots remained 
largely undeveloped until the turn of the century, when moderately sized middle-class houses were constructed 
along Morrison Avenue, near The Alameda, and smaller working-class homes were built along Cinnabar Street.  
The Cinnabar Street dwellings were similar in scale to those built in the area north of Morrison Estates, which 
were constructed adjacent to nearby industries such as the Fredericksburg Brewery, the Muirson Label Company 
Plant, and the San Jose Railroad car house. (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online 
service, 2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Assessor Records; Morrison Estates 
Subdivision Map (County Recorder’s Book of Maps 
A, page 12); Thomas Brother’s Block Book of San 
Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-1942); and USGS Quadrangles 
Maps, San Jose and San Jose West (1898-1978); 
1930s Aerials. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  July 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The entry is centered on the porch and consists of a wood panel door covered by a metal screen door.  Wood trim 
frames the door and the transom above it.  Wood surrounds are also found around each double hung window, 
many of which feature old metal screens.  A detached wood frame shed is located southwest of the dwelling.  This 
building, partially obscured by vegetation, has a gable roof with latticework at the gable end.    
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The house at 870 Cinnabar Street, constructed in about 1900, was originally numbered 140 Cinnabar Street until 
the late 1920s.  The area around the house steadily developed with commercial and industrial properties along 
Stockton Avenue and The Alameda, and a mix of working and middle class houses on the interior streets.  While 
many of the properties along Cinnabar Street and other adjacent streets have remained residential, others have 
been altered or demolished in recent decades.  The area now has a mix of single family, multi-family, and 
condominium residential units, offices, light industrial buildings, and commercial properties.1
 
While the 1899 USGS Quadrangle Map of San Jose shows a building at the approximate location of this property, 
the residence at 870 Cinnabar may have not been constructed until as late as 1910, when the Iliff family is first 
listed at the property.  Harry L. Iliff was a switchman for the Southern Pacific Railroad and later was listed as a 
laborer.  He owned and resided in the house from the 1910s through the 1930s with his wife Etta, daughter Grace, 
son Clarence and daughter-in-law Ethel.  Clarence worked as a machinist for the Bradford Manufacturing 
Company and later for the Western Pump Company.  Grace Iliff was a teacher at the Woodrow Wilson Junior 
High School on Vine Street and later became a stenographer.  Harry Iliff died in the late 1930s.  His widow and 
other members of the family remained in the house through the 1950s.  After her father’s death, Grace Iliff 
married and lived in the house with her husband Walter F. Johnson, who was an engineer for the Southern Pacific 
Railroad.2
 
The house at 870 Cinnabar Street is a modest example of Queen Anne style architecture.  Its size and stature 
follow the form of many late nineteenth century and early twentieth century houses built with modest architectural 
detail, often using pattern books, pre-cut plans, or constructed by developers and corporations that accommodated 
working class families.  It is unclear who built the house at 870 Cinnabar Street, but some consideration for 
decoration was provided with its Queen Anne style features.  This style encompassed many of the eclectic 
domestic architectural expressions of the late nineteenth century, capturing the picturesque interpretations of 
historic styles, mostly based on English models.  The style is predominately found in large upper-middle class 
houses, such as the house at 176 North Morrison Street (Map Reference #13-25), but was used extensively 
throughout California to adorn even the simplest residences.  Within the context of Queen Anne houses, even 
working class examples, the house at 870 Cinnabar Street is a modest and unremarkable expression of its style. 
 
The property at 870 Cinnabar Street does not appear to have any important associations with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  Although the house has some 
                                                 
1 “Morrison Estates Subdivision” Santa Clara County Recorder Book of Maps A, page 12; USGS Quadrangle Map, San Jose, 1899; and 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, San Jose, 1884, 1891, 1915, and 1951. 
2 San Jose City Directories, 1927 to 1950; and Thomas Bros. Block Book of San Jose, ca. 1921 to 1942. 
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architectural detailing, it does not embody distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction. 
The property is a modest residential expression of Queen Anne architecture and does not appear to be the work of 
a master architect or builder, nor does it possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property also has not 
yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  Although the house at 870 Cinnabar 
Street generally retains historic integrity, the property lacks historical and architectural significance and therefore 
does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register.   Furthermore, it has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and this property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency Primary # 

JRP Map Reference #13-37

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI # 

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial 
 NRHP Status Code 
 Other Listings      
 Review Code _________ Reviewer   ________   Date 
 
Page   1  of    7                 *Resource Name or #: (assigned by recorder)  415/417 Stockton Ave. 
 
P1.     Other Identifier:  None   
*P2.    Location:          Not for Publication        Unrestricted X *a. County Santa Clara
           and  (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary)           

b.  USGS 7.5’ Quad San Jose West  Date   1980   T 7S ; R 1E ;  Sec.  Unsectioned ;  Mt Diablo  B.M. 
c.  Address    415-417 Stockton Avenue  City  San Jose      Zip 95126 
d.  UTM:  Zone    10    ;    0596787 mE/ 4132458  mN 
e.  Other Location Data: (e.g. parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc. as appropriate) 
The buildings are located on Stockton Avenue between Lenzen Avenue and Cinnabar Street.  APN 261-03-037 
 

*P3a. Description (Describe the resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting & boundaries): 
  
The two buildings on this lot at Stockton Avenue at Cinnabar include a residence (417 Stockton Avenue) and a commercial building 
(415 Stockton Avenue). The buildings are on a confined lot with a tall wooden fence (plywood and wood planks) around the 
perimeter. Immediately adjacent to this lot are a large warehouse on the north and a building materials yard on the south. A medium 
size palm tree in front of the house is the only visible landscaping on the property. A pile of debris is under an open shed adjacent to 
the commercial building.  (see Continuation Sheet). 
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes:     HP2: Single Family Property; HP6: 1-3 Story Commercial Building      
 
*P4.   Resources present:    X  Building    Structure Object     Site     District    Element of District      Other 
  

 P5b. Description of Photo: Photo 1.  417 
Stockton Avenue; view from northeast. 
      
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
X Historic      Prehistoric      Both  c. 1886 
 
*P7. Owner and Address 
Unknown 
 
*P8.  Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and 
address) Ward Hill, Architectural Historian, 
3124 Octavia Street, San Francisco, CA 
94123
 

*P9. Date Recorded January 2002 
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
 Intensive        

 
 
 
 
 
*P11. Report Citation (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”):  None.                                                                                       

   P5a. Photo or Drawing   

 
Attachments:      NONE   X  Location Map    Sketch Map    X   Continuation Sheet   X   Building, Structure and Object Record  
     Archaeological Record       District Record      Linear Feature Record       Milling Station Record       Rock Art Record        Artifact Record   
     Photograph Record        Other (List)
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 B1.    Historic Name:   None  
 B2.    Common Name:   None  
 B3.    Original Use:   House/Commercial Building     B4.  Present Use   House/Commercial Building 
*B5.    Architectural Style:     Stick Eastlake Style/Commercial Architecture    
*B6.    Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

417 Stockton Ave. was originally constructed c. 1886 and 415 Stockton Ave. was constructed c. 1928 
 

*B7.    Moved?  X  No       Yes         Unknown             Date: NA                       Original Location: NA
*B8.    Related Features:  Palm tree, shed, fence
 
 B9a.  Architect NA             b. Builder: NA
  
*B10. Significance:  Theme                  Architecture                   Area              City of San Jose                
          Period of Significance         1886-1928              Property Type         House              Applicable Criteria C 
          (Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)  
 

The home located at 417 Stockton Avenue appears to date to about 1886. As this area was not initially in the city limits, very 
few archival sources exist to date the buildings or that reveal the occupants of buildings (Figure 1).  Title work also proved 
fruitless for determining nineteenth century ownership of the house.  For most of its early history, this house was been used as 
a rental.  As this building did not have an address until the early 1900s, it is difficult to identify the early occupants.  
Directories generally described this house as being located on “Stockton Avenue, near Cinnabar Street.”  Other houses in the 
near vicinity appear to have addresses during this period. (See Continuation Sheets.) 

 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   NA  
 
*B12. References: (See Continuation Sheets) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator          Ward Hill, Architectural Historian        
 
*Date of Evaluation:   January 2002         
 Sketch map with north arrow required (see attached) 
 
 

(This space reserved for official comments) 
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Item P3a. Continued 
 
417 Stockton Avenue is a single-story, single-family, rectangular plan house with a hipped roof covered with asphalt shingles 
(Photos 1 and 2). The roof has shallow eaves with a box cornice. Decorative molding and frieze is below the cornice. The house is a 
wood-frame structure with channel rustic exterior siding and corner boards. The house has one over one, wood-sash, double-hung 
windows. The house has a hipped roof rear extension, possibly a later addition. The symmetrical front façade has a center gable 
projecting from the main roof.  A single circular ventilation opening is in the gable. Below the gable is a projecting entrance porch 
with a steeply pitched gable roof. The arched inset in the gable has decorative incised ornament in a leaf motif. The squared bay 
windows with large shed roofs flank the central entrance.  The interior of the house was not accessible. 
 
The commercial building at 415 Stockton Avenue is a single-story, rectangular plan structure with a gabled roof covered with asphalt 
shingles (Photo 3). This wood-frame building has wooden clapboard exterior siding above plywood covering the base. The front 
façade has a false front steeped gable above a recessed entrance area with flanking storefront windows (now boarded over).  
  
 
Item B10. Continued 
 
By 1887, the Alonzo W. Poole family was living in a house described as at this location.  The family consisted of Mrs. Poole and her 
two sons, Edward L. Poole, manager of the Brown Warehouse, and Charles W. Poole, an engineer.  The Pooles lived in the house 
until at least 1890.  The house is shown on the 1892 Bird’s Eye View of San Jose.  In 1893, Michael Ed Finn, a capitalist, was listed 
as living at this location.  Between 1898 and 1902, this was the residence of John M. Wheeler, an engineer for Fredricksburg 
Brewery.  In 1903, Andrew Albert Luhrman, the “maltster,” or brewer at Fredricksburg Brewery, rented the house.  The Luhrmans 
lived at this site until 1919, the address becoming 107 Stockton Avenue during their tenure.  Employees of Fredricksburg Brewery 
occupied many of the rental houses in the neighborhood.  As of 1914, Mr. A. Smith owned the house.   By 1920, the house was 
owned by Myrtle Craig, who occupied the house briefly with Percy W. Shepp, the son of the next owner of the house, Mrs. Lucy 
Shepp.  Mrs. Shepp does not appear to have lived in the house, based on directory evidence. 
 
 
On May 22, 1923, Lucy Shepp, a widow, sold the property, which measured 54 1/2 by 200 feet, to Angelo Raffaele (Ralph) Iantosca 
and his wife Egilda.  The family lived in the house; and by 1928, had a “soft drinks” business operation on the property.  The small 
commercial building on the property was probably constructed in the late 1920s.  By 1930, the business was identified as a grocery 
store, 415 Stockton Avenue.  The earliest building permit located was for the alterations to the business building on the property in 
1934 and the construction of a garage in 1936.  By 1937, Mary and Guy Baiocchi were operating a restaurant in the former grocery 
store building, the Iantoscas continuing to reside in the house at #417.  By the early 1940s, the restaurant was co-operated by 
Marcellino Martignetti and Ralph Iantosca, possibly the son of Angelo Ralph.  By the mid 1950s, the Martignetti’s restaurant at #415 
was known as Mike’s Place and he and his wife were residing in the house at #417.  Members of the Iantosca family were living in 
the house as late as 1977.  In 1970, the restaurant was known as the Seven Start; in the late 1970s, it was the Silver Dollar Saloon.  In 
the early 1980s it was known as the Boot Rack Saloon. 
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Evaluation  
 
417 Stockton Avenue retains a good level of historic integrity from the period of its original construction in 1886. Although the building 
retains integrity, the house does not appear to be distinguished or particularly exceptional example of the Stick Eastlake Style of domestic 
architecture in San Jose, and thus it does not appear to be significant under Criterion C of the California or National Register. There are 
many better examples of Stick Eastlake Style houses in the San Jose area. The houses also do not appear to be associated with significant 
events or patterns of history in this area. The principal early owner and/or occupants of the house do not appear to have been historically 
significant in the history of San Jose.  Consequently, 417 Stockton Avenue does not appear to be eligible for the California or National 
Register because the house is not significant under Criteria A, B or C. 417 Stockton Avenue does appear to be eligible for listing on the 
City of San Jose Historic Resources Inventory as a “Structure of Merit” since it received 37 points under the City of San Jose 
Historic Evaluation Criteria (see attached evaluation sheets). 
 
415 Stockton Avenue retains a good level of historic integrity from the period of its original construction in c. 1928. The storefront is 
boarded up, but appears to be intact under the boards. Although it retains integrity, this building is not appear to be distinguished or 
particularly exceptional example of commercial architecture in San Jose, and thus it does not appear to be significant under Criterion C of 
the California or National Register. The store also does not appear to be associated with significant events or patterns of history in this area. 
The development pattern of a storeowner living in an adjacent residence, now less common, is of some local historic interest. The principal 
early owners of the store (later restaurant) do not appear to have been historically significant in the history of San Jose.  Consequently, 415 
Stockton Avenue does not appear to be eligible for the California or National Register because the store is not significant under Criteria A, 
B or C. 415 Stockton Avenue does not appear to be eligible for listing on the City of San Jose Historic Resources Inventory since it 
received only 24 points under the City of San Jose Historic Evaluation Criteria (see attached evaluation sheets). 
 
 
Item B 12. continued 
 
City Directories for San Jose, 1887-1979. 
City of San Jose Building Permits, #2360, 7/24/1934; #3527, 1/6/1936. 
Haines Criss-Cross Directories, 1981-1996. 
McMillan, J. G., Map of San Jose and Vicinity, 1914. 
San Jose, CA [Bird’s Eye View lithograph], 1892.  
Sanborn Fire Maps, 1915-1966. 
Santa Clara County Deeds, Lucy Shepp to Rafaillo Iantosca, May 22, 1923.  Official Records 27:559. 
Thomas Brothers, Block Book, 1924. 
Thompson & West, Historical Atlas of Santa Clara County, 1876. 
United States Population Census, Santa Clara County, 1900-1920.  
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Photo 2.  417 Stockton Ave.; view from east. 
 
 

 
 

Photo 3.  415 Stockton Ave.; view from northeast. 
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Figure 1.  1915 Sanborn Map of the project area 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
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P1.  Other Identifier: 465 Stockton Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 465 Stockton Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95126 
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-04-004 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

There are four buildings on this parcel:  an automotive shop at 465 Stockton Avenue, a restaurant at 701 Lenzen 
Avenue, and two detached garages.  Stockton Automotive occupies the one-story brick building at 465 Stockton 
Avenue.  This building, constructed in 1932,  sits on a concrete foundation with a rectangular footprint.  The front 
gable steel truss roof is clad in composition shingles and set with a pair of skylights on each side.  The roof has 
virtually no eaves, and is finished in a gable parapet wall at the façade (east side).  Metal tiebacks appear on the 
top edges of the brick walls and parapet.  Corrugated metal and wood paneling sheath the east side.  The north 
half of the east façade is dominated by a double metal roll up garage door.  The south half of the façade features a 
storefront with a double metal door flanked by storefront windows that have been covered with wood siding.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories; (HP4) Ancillary Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, 465 Stockton Avenue, 
camera facing northwest,  
May 31, 2002 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

465 Stockton Avenue – ca. 1932, City 
Directories/701 Lenzen Avenue – 1930, 
Building Permit 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Guadalupe D. & Magdelena M. Carrillo 
3761 Caravella Drive 
San Jose, CA 95117 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris, K. Kennedy 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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DPR 523B (1/95)                            

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use: commercial/industrial     B4.  Present Use:  commercial/industrial
*B5.  Architectural Style:   701 Lenzen Avenue: Two Part Commercial Block; 465 Stockton Avenue - Utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  701 Lenzen Avenue: constructed 1930; altered 
1948, 1968;  465 Stockton Avenue: constructed ca. 1932, altered 1948.
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The buildings at 465 Stockton Avenue and 701 Lenzen Avenue do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places, nor do they appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  The 
property is located on what was Lot 20 of the Lenzen Subdivision.  This subdivision, divided by Lenzen Avenue 
and bordered by The Alameda to the west and Stockton Avenue to the east, originally contained thirty-seven lots.  
The parcel treated by this form is in the vicinity of the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  For many years 
between the construction of SPRR in the 1870s and well into the twentieth century, the land around what is known 
as the Newhall Yard remained fairly rural.  Much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The 
buildings that did exist near the rail line included several canneries and processing companies such as Rosenberg 
Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor 
for shipping purposes. (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); County Assessor record as reported to 
First American Real Estate Solutions online service, 
2002; Morrison Estates Subdivision Map (County 
Recorder’s Book of Maps A, page 12); Thomas 
Brother’s Block Book of San Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-
1942).  
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  May 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The west side of the building appears to have two garage doors.   A glass and metal electric sign is attached to the 
parapet on the southeast corner of the building as seen in Photograph 1. 
 
The second building on this parcel, constructed in 1930, is located on the northwest corner of Lenzen and 
Stockton Avenues, separated from the automotive shop by a parking lot.  With the address of 701 Lenzen Avenue, 
Barbara’s Pasatiempo Sports Bar occupies the first floor of the two-story wood frame building.  The building is 
clad in stucco, sits on a concrete foundation, and has a nearly rectangular footprint.  Its flat parapet roof features 
metal coping and a stepped parapet at the east side, otherwise decorative elements appear to have been removed 
from this side.  The second story functions as residential space and features a combination of aluminum sliding 
casement windows and 1/1 double hung wood windows.  The first story is dominated by a band of large 
replacement plate glass windows with wood surrounds that runs along the east side, wrapping around to the 
middle of the south wall (Photograph 2).  The main entry interrupts the band of windows and consists of double 
plate glass door sheltered by a contemporary material awning.  Additionally, the south side features a pair of 
sixteen glass block windows on its west end.  The west side has a one-story flat roof extension with scalloped 
wood panel trim and an aluminum sliding window, as well as a secondary entryway consisting of a single flush 
wood door with a wood surround.  The north side of the first story features a wood frame shed roof enclosure with 
wood frame windows above.   
 
A detached garage is located southwest of the building at 701 Lenzen Avenue.  This wood-frame garage features a 
low-pitched, front gable, metal corrugated roof and wood siding.  A metal rollup garage door sheathed in 
horizontal groove wood siding is set in the front gable end.  The garage features a long extension at the north end 
which is attached to an identical garage that sits west of building at 465 Stockton Avenue.  The extension is 
capped with a corrugated metal roof (Photograph 3). 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The parcel was originally part of the Craven P. Hester Estates.  Hester came to California from Indiana in 1849 
and was a judge in the Third Judicial Court by 1854.  He was responsible for a writ of mandate regarding the 
removal of the State Archives from Sacramento to San Jose during his 1854 term, while Sacramento and San Jose 
were vying for position as the state capitol.  Some of the Hester Estates was subdivided in 1906 as the Lenzen 
Subdivision, and ten years later was annexed into the City of San Jose.1
 
In 1915, the lot treated by this form was vacant, and by 1930, was occupied by only one building, now known as 
701 Lenzen Avenue.  P.F. Dorsett built this commercial building, the first on the parcel, on the corner of Lenzen 
and Stockton Avenues for use as a grocery store by circa 1930.  At that time, the building was known as 451 
Stockton Avenue.  Dorsett had owned another nearby store, before he acquired the building at what is now 701 
Lenzen Avenue, which he owned until 1943.  The LeDeit Glass Company purchased the building by 1945, by 
which time the address had changed to701 Lenzen Avenue.  Owned by James P. LeDeit, Sylvain LeDeit, Sr., and 
Sylvain LeDeit, Jr., this glass company manufactured mirrors.  In 1947, the company altered the two-story 
building for use as an office and residence, and by 1950 also used the building as a store.  The LeDeit Glass 
Company remained at the site until 1959, and the building was vacant until 1964, when Children’s Club 
                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose  (San Jose: Smith & McKay, 1985), 33, 84, 137, 457. 
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Photography occupied the site.  By 1968 owner Robert T. Williams altered the building’s interior to house a bar 
and restaurant.  A succession of taverns, including the Double Bar Tavern, Lenzen Bar, and J’s Tavern, occupied 
the building between 1968 and 1979.2
 
The second commercial building on the parcel, located at 465 Stockton Avenue, was built circa 1932 and 
occupied through 1947 by two successive auto repair businesses: John E. Davis Auto Repair, owned by John and 
Phyllis Davis, and Carl F. Jones Auto Repair, owned by Carl and Esther Jones.  In 1948, the LeDeit Glass 
Company, which used the building next door for offices and a store (as described above)  purchased Jones’ garage 
for use as a glazing shop.  The glass company altered the front of the one-story building that year.  It appears that 
the company used the building at 465 Stockton Avenue for their manufacturing shop.  LeDeit Glass Company 
vacated both buildings on the parcel in 1959.  Ownership and occupancy of the building at 465 Stockton Avenue 
changed frequently after 1960, with tenants including Custom Automobiles by Wilhelm, a used car dealership; 
Nisei Mattress Shop, manufacturer; Willard Radiator Works; and Speed, Inc., an auto parts and accessories store 
and garage.3
 
The buildings at 465 Stockton Avenue and 701 Lenzen Avenue do not appear to have historic or architectural 
significance that would meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.  The two buildings are not 
importantly associated with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  Like the 
other commercial buildings in this area, the two are typical of early twentieth century development in the outlying 
areas of San Jose.  None of the property’s inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, 
or national history (Criterion B).  The two buildings do not appear to be eligible under Criterion C.  The structure 
at 701 Lenzen Avenue is typical of the two part commercial block style building featuring two horizontal 
elements, with the lower zone used for retail and commercial purposes and the upper zone used for office space or 
living quarters.  Extensive interior and exterior alterations, including the single story addition to the west side, 
installation of modern windows, and the removal of decorative elements, have caused the building to lose 
integrity.  The structure at 465 Stockton Avenue is a simple, front gable industrial building with an enframed 
window wall.  Utilitarian in design, the building was renovated in 1948 when the LeDeit Glass Company altered 
the front façade and has thus integrity.  The buildings do not appear to be important for their type, period, or 
methods of construction and the do not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and do not possess 
high artistic value.  The property also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history 
(Criterion D).  Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the 
CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it 
does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 

                                                 
2 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 1915, 1930, 1950; San Jose City Directories, 1925 – 1979; and San Jose Building Permits, 
#530, #3108, and #5885. 
3 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 1915, 1930, 1950, and 1962; San Jose City Directories, 1930 – 1979; and San Jose Building 
Permits, #4878, #76603, and #85158. 
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Photographs (continued): 
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Photograph 3
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

hotograph 2.  701 Lenzen Avenue, camera facing north, May 31, 2002. 
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.  Detached garage near 701 Lenzen Avenue, camera facing northeast, May 31, 2002. 
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PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 489 Stockton Avenue  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 489 Stockton Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95126
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  261-04-001 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The one-story, wood frame, single family residence located at 489 Stockton Avenue sits on a concrete foundation 
and is topped by a front gable roof with minimal eaves.  Two metal louvered vents are located under the east gable 
end.  The stucco-clad walls feature multi-pane aluminum double hung windows and multi pane fixed windows.  
The façade (east side) is dominated by a concrete porch sheltered by a shed roof and surrounded by a wood 
balustrade.  Four square posts support the roof, and which is trimmed with fretwork repeating the pattern of the 
balustrade.  Decorative rock veneer with a wood sill skirts the bottom half of the façade.  The main entry is a 
single door covered with a metal screen door, approached by three concrete half round steps.  A brick chimney 
appears towards the west end of the building. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single Family Residence; (HP6) Commercial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing west, May 
31, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1915, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
and City Directories  
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Neale Trust 
230 Mount Hermon Road, Suite 204 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

C. McMorris/K. Kennedy  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: May 31, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  commercial 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   front-gable worker’s house
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1915; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 489 Stockton Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The property is located 
on Lot 40 of the Lenzen Subdivision, a track divided by Lenzen Avenue and bordered by The Alameda to the 
west and Stockton Avenue to the east.  The subdivision originally contained thirty-seven lots.  The parcel treated 
by this form is in the vicinity of the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  For many years between the construction 
of SPRR in the 1870s and well into the twentieth century, the land around what is now known as the Newhall 
Yard remained fairly rural.  Much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist 
near the rail line included several canneries and processing companies, such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low 
Preserving Company, which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes. 
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  County Assessor record as reported 
to First American Real Estate Solutions online 
service, 2002; Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); 
Morrison Estates Subdivision Map (County 
Recorder’s Book of Maps A, page 12); Thomas 
Brother’s Block Book of San Jose, Vol. 1 (ca. 1921-
1942); and USGS Quadrangles Maps, San Jose West 
(1898-1978); 1930 Aerials. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  August 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                      *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The parcel was originally part of the Craven P. Hester Estates.  Hester came to California from Indiana in 1849 
and was a judge in the Third Judicial Court by 1854.  He was responsible for a writ of mandate regarding the 
removal of the State Archives from Sacramento to San Jose during his 1854 term, while Sacramento and San Jose 
were vying for position as the state capitol.  Some of the Hester Estates was subdivided in 1906 as the Lenzen 
Subdivision, and ten years later was annexed into the City of San Jose.1
 
The house at 489 Stockton Avenue, built circa 1915, housed a variety of tenants and owners over the years.  In 
1916, John A. Weldon, a carpenter, owned the residence.  At that time, it was listed as 137 Stockton Avenue.  By 
1917, H. R. Selby occupied the home.  Between around 1920 and the mid 1930s, the house was occupied by Jesse 
J. Cornell who married Mabel, a nurse, and was himself a salesman at the Osen Motor Sales Company.  Violet 
and Roy Gray, a laborer, were residents by 1936.  Around 1940, the house was owned by Salse Busby, a carpenter 
and business proprietor.  Salse died by 1950, leaving the home to Mrs. H. D. Busby.  Ed Woods, a machinist, and 
his wife Frances occupied the residence in 1954, followed by Ruben R. Gutierrez by 1960.  The Neale Trust has 
owned the property since 1998 and currently runs a business from this location.2
 
The property at 489 Stockton Avenue does not appear to have historic or architectural significance that would 
make it eligible for listing in the National Register.  It is not importantly associated with significant events or 
trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), as it, like the other residential buildings in this area, is 
typical of early twentieth century development in the outlying areas of San Jose.  None of the property’s 
inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B), nor does 
the house embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  The building is a typical front gable worker’s house, 
commonly built at the time and often constructed from plans or pre-cut lumber available to companies, 
developers, or individuals through catalogs.  Although based on nineteenth century “temple front” style houses, 
these later working class dwellings were modest, utilitarian, and simply built with little, if any, architectural detail.  
Similar examples can still be found throughout San Jose.  While a cluster of early twentieth century worker’s 
houses could constitute a potential historic district, no such concentration of resources was found at this location.  
This residence does not appear to be important for its type, period, or method of construction, nor does it appear to 
be the work of a master architect or builder, and it does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The property 
also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  The house at 489 
Stockton Avenue has been modified through the installation of rock veneer on the façade, and the replacement of 
its siding and windows, and therefore lacks historic integrity, as well as historical and architectural significance.  
Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.  

                                                 
1 Clyde Arbuckle, Clyde Arbuckle's History of San Jose  (San Jose: Smith & McKay, 1985), 33, 84, 137, 457. 
2 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, 1915 and 1950; and San Jose City Directories, 1915-1960. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  501 Stockton Avenue 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address 501 Stockton Avenue  City San Jose   Zip 95126    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number: 261-05-001 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The building at 501 Stockton Avenue originally consisted of two small residences, but they have since been joined 
and converted into office space.  Designed in the Spanish Revival style, the current wood frame building has a flat 
tar and gravel roof obscured by parapet walls, stucco wall coating, and red tile pent roofs over several window 
openings.  Fenestration consists primarily of replacement aluminum sliding sash arranged in sets of two and three, 
and trimmed with decorative sills.  There are two covered entryways to the building, one located on the northwest 
side the other facing Stockton Avenue.  A stucco-coated exterior chimney is attached to the southeast end of the 
building. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP3) Multiple Family Property; (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 
stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northwest, September 25, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1930, City Directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Bruce H. Stowell & H 1998 Trust 
1780 Homestead Road 
Santa Clara, CA  95050 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Amanda Blosser  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 
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DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    single family residence     B4.  Present Use:  office
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Spanish Revival
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built circa 1930, alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown    b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 501 Stockton Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  Located in the Alameda 
Park Subdivision, this building was constructed circa 1930, after this neighborhood was annexed into the City of 
San Jose.  Prior to annexation, this subdivision had not been developed. Historic mapping shows that the area 
between Lenzen Avenue and Shiele Avenue was largely open, as was typical for the land surrounding what is now 
known as Newhall Yard, east of the property treated by this form.  In fact, much of this land was still in orchards 
through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist near the rail line included several canneries and processing 
companies such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, which took advantage of the 
proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes.  (See Continuation Sheet).   
 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose 
(1898-1978); Santa Clara County Recorders Office; 
County Assessor records as reported to First American 
Real Estate Solutions online service, 2002. 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser  
 

*Date of Evaluation:   September 24, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
As originally constructed, the property contained two small, wood frame dwellings, both one story in height with 
a small garage located at the rear parcel line.  One of these dwellings with a roughly square footprint was given 
the address of 701 Pershing Avenue.  The second dwelling was rectangular in shape and sat in close proximity on 
the north side of the first dwelling.  This house was given the address of 515 Stockton Avenue.  In 1930, R.A. 
Renwick occupied the house at 701 Pershing Avenue.  He lived in the house until 1935, when A.C. Kearney 
purchased the house.  Kearney founded the Kearney Pattern Works on South Montgomery Street in 1922 (Map 
Reference #12-66).  By 1945, Arthur Martinez owned the house and resided there until 1960.  City directories do 
not list an occupant at 515 Stockton for any of the years mentioned above.   
 
This building does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor does it 
appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  It does not appear to be associated with significant 
events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), it appears to be typical of small residential 
development in the neighborhoods along Stockton Avenue.  It does not appear that any of the residents or owners 
made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  This building does not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  An example of  
Spanish Revival architecture, especially popular throughout California in the 1920s, these two dwellings have 
been heavily altered and they no longer retain a historic integrity.  The dwellings now function as one building, a 
change that diminishes the original design, material, workmanship, setting, and feeling of the property.  In rare 
instances, buildings themselves can serve as sources of important information about historic construction 
materials or technologies (Criterion D); however, this property is otherwise documented and does not appear to be 
a principal source of important information in this regard.  This property has also been evaluated in accordance 
with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the 
California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6    
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 656, 664A – 664G, and 664H-664M Stockton Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County Santa Clara
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad    San Jose West   Date 1960 photorevised 1981  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address 656 Stockton Avenue  City  San Jose   Zip    95126 
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Numbers:  259-10-012 and 259-10-013 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The property at 656, 664A – 664G, and 664H-664M Stockton Avenue consists of three large buildings and a 
small storage shed, located on two legal parcels.  The oldest building, built in about 1925, is located nearest 
Stockton Avenue at the southwest corner of Parcel 259-10-012, at 656 Stockton Avenue (Photograph 1).  
Originally designed as an office and sales room with storage at the rear, this one-story wood frame building has a 
flat roof with a short parapet at each side except the front, which has a shaped parapet.  Stucco siding covers the 
walls.  The façade’s prominent shaped parapet frames the centrally located main entrance and two pairs of multi-
pane wood frame windows.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP8 (Industrial Building) 
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
“Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 1.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) 

luation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 

achments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
istrict Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

ther (list)  __________________  
 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

accession #) Photograph 1, camera 
facing north, September 19, 2002
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1925, city directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: (Both parcels) 
William D. & Robert C. Lyon, 
9980 Walter Welsher Ct. 
Gilroy, CA  95020 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris / Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: Sept. 19, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive   
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Western Granite & Marble Company
B2.  Common Name:         

B3.  Original Use:     building materials supply     B4.  Present Use:   various light industrial tenants  
*B5.  Architectural Style:     Mission Revival details, otherwise utilitarian commercial 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1925; date of alterations unknown;  two 
light industrial warehouses were built in 1962. 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:      
*B8.  Related Features:     
 

B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 656, 664A – 664G, and 664H-664M Stockton Avenue in San Jose does not appear to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places nor dies it appear to be a historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA. This property is located adjacent the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) line on lands that 
remained vacant until 1910s, when the area northeast of Stockton Avenue began to see gradual commercial and 
industrial development. Various gravel and stone supply companies were located on parcel 259-10-012 as early as 
1915, the first year that the Sanborn provided coverage for this area.  Companies of this type had been operated in 
and near the City of San Jose since 1870.  J.W. Combs, along with W.W. Blanchard and Timothy O’Neill, owned 
some of these establishments.  O’Neill’s Western Marble and Granite Company, originally located on 1st Street, 
had moved to Stockton Avenue by the 1910s.1  (The parcel to the north, 259-10-013, remained vacant through the 
1950s and the metal warehouse built on it in 1962 appears to have been the first major improvement.)   (See 
Continuation Sheet.) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 
*B12.  References:  

Sanborn Map Company, “San Jose, Calif.,” 1891, 
1915, and 1915 revised to 1950; San Jose City 
Directories, 1920s – 1970s; USGS Quadrangles, San 
Jose, (1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara 
County, 1925, 1929; San Jose-Overview, Fairchild 
Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931, 1948. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:    September 26, 2002   
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

                                                 
1 Eugene T. Sawyer,  History of Santa Clara County California, (Los Angeles:  Historic Record Company, 1922) 277. 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
Each window is topped by a row of transom lights and is covered by a heavy metal security grate. A pair of 
replacement flush wood doors is set in the original entrance frame and the transom over the entry has been 
infilled.  The façade and main entrance are finished in a tall granite footing. 
 
The sales room building at 656 Stockton Avenue has a short, narrow wing extending north at its northwest corner 
that gives the building the impression of being wider than it actually is (Photograph 2).  A flush metal door is set 
in the north wall of this wing.  A similar door, as well as a wide replacement metal roll-up door, are located in the 
north side of the main building that is stepped back from the front wing.  Behind the sales room building is a 
narrow wood frame storage shed with clapboard siding.  Nearly all of the north side of the shed is filled by tall 
plywood panel sliding doors and a small infilled window opening.  This building is attached to the sales room 
building to the west and a much larger warehouse to the east.  This larger building, built in 1962, is metal framed, 
one story in height and has a side gable roof, (see the building in front of the parked buses in Photograph 1).  It is 
clad in metal siding at the walls and roof and has no eaves.  This building houses a series of bays (664H through 
664M Stockton Avenue), each marked by a metal roll-up door, and rented by various automotive-related 
businesses.  The roll-up doors and multi-light metal frame windows appear along the north side of the building.   
 
Another large metal frame warehouse, similar to the one described above, and constructed in 1962, is located on 
the parcel to the north, and houses seven bays that are also occupied by various automotive repair or accessory 
businesses (Photograph 3).  The bays contain units 664A through 664G Stockton Avenue and each has a flush 
metal personnel door and metal framed window in the south side of the building.  The westernmost unit is 
accessed by a large exterior-mounted sliding door in the west gable end and a flush metal personnel door. 
 

 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Taking advantage of its proximity to the SPRR line, the granite works parcel was served by a dedicated spur line 
that led directly to a traveling crane at the east end of the lot.  Neither this crane nor the large wood frame 
warehouse and various small sheds located on the parcel at that time survive.  At some point prior to 1950, and 
probably around 1925, the company built the sales room building at the west end of parcel 259-10-012, at 656 
Stockton Avenue.  The building incorporated some of the stonework that was the company’s specialty in its 
granite footing at the façade, but was otherwise a relatively unadorned commercial building with a shaped parapet 
at the façade.  
  
Over the years, city directories list the businesses at 656 Stockton Avenue (259-10-012) as “San Jose Gravel 
Company,” “Granite Construction Company,” and “Western Granite and Marble Company,” the name it held 
from the late 1930s through the early 1950s.   At some point between 1950 and 1956, the stone supplier closed 
and Moore Machinery Company took over the site for at least a decade.  During the 1960s and 1970s, the former 
sales room building at 656 Stockton (on parcel 259-10-012) served many functions and appears to have been 
occupied by two enterprises at a time, including San Jose Scavenger Company, San Jose Bean Sprout Company, a 
tool repair business, and a tour operator.  This parcel (259-10-012) and the adjacent lot to the north (259-10-013) 
underwent substantial changes in 1962, when large metal frame warehouse  buildings  were  erected  on each  lot.   
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These warehouse buildings each house a series of bays that are rented to various individual businesses primarily 
consisting of automotive parts and repairs services.   
 
The sales room building at 656 Stockton Avenue is the only building that remains from the period when the parcel 
was used by stone building supply businesses – all the other buildings from that period were located on what is 
now parcel 259-10-012, and were replaced by the large metal frame warehouse constructed in 1962.  The sales 
room building is currently occupied by a plastics fabricating and finishing business.   These substantial changes to 
the building’s setting, as well as the replacement of all the original doors (both personnel and overhead doors), 
and the addition of the metal grates at the front windows, have contributed to an overall loss of historic integrity.   
 
Built around 1925 and 1962, the buildings on these two parcels do not have important associations with 
significant historical events or trends (Criterion A) and are not known to be associated with any important 
historical person (Criterion B).  The property does not embody distinctive architectural or engineering 
characteristics (Criterion C).   Modifications to the original windows, door replacements, the removal of original 
buildings and structures, and the addition of modern warehouses in 1962 have compromised the property’s 
integrity of design, materials, setting, and feeling.  Additionally, the property is not likely to yield important 
information for history (Criterion D).  This property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-
(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources 
Code.  Because they lack integrity and historical and architectural significance, none of the buildings appear to 
meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.   
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Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograp
Photograph 2.  656 Stockton Avenue, camera facing southeast. 
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

h 3.  664A through 664H Stockton Avenue (parcel 259-10-013), camera facing north. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6    
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 670-690A Stockton Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County Santa Clara
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad    San Jose West   Date 1960 photorevised 1981  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address 670-690A Stockton Avenue  City  San Jose   Zip    95126 
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  259-10-014 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The property at 670-690A Stockton Avenue consists of two large buildings and a small garage.  The westernmost 
building, a one-story concrete masonry unit storefront alternately known as 670 and 686 Stockton Avenue, is 
located at the southwest corner of the lot (Photograph 1).  Originally designed as an office and sales room with 
storage at the rear, this building has a flat roof with a narrow eave at the front façade.  The eave is supported by 
wing walls that extend from both the north and south sides of the building.  This eave frames the stucco-covered 
west wall with its centrally located main entrance and two sets of aluminum frame casement windows.  (See 
Continuation Sheet) 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
1.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
luation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 

achments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
istrict Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

ther (list)  __________________  
 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southeast, September 19, 2002
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1955, city directories 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address:   
Armon G. & Darrel A. Strachan, 
1794 Valla Drive 
San Jose, CA  95124 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris / Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 19, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive   
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:      
B2.  Common Name:      

B3.  Original Use:     USAMS inspection office      B4.  Present Use:   various commercial 
*B5.  Architectural Style:     Utilitarian commercial 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1955 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:      
*B8.  Related Features:     
 

B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 670 – 690A Stockton Avenue in San Jose does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  
Located adjacent to the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR), the lot has historically contained government services 
and/or commercial businesses.    While much of the land on the southwest side of Stockton Avenue developed 
with single family homes prior to the 1920s, the land on the northeast side of Stockton Avenue remained vacant 
until the 1930s, when the area began to gradually develop with industrial and commercial enterprises. This lot, 
developed somewhat later than other parcels on this block, appears to have been the site of “Raggio Concrete Pipe 
Company” by the late 1930s and operated as a trucking service by the mid 1940s.  The single wood frame 
warehouse dating from this earlier period no longer exists, and the three buildings currently occupying the parcel 
were erected in the mid 1950s.  In 1956, city directories indicate that the US Agricultural Marketing Service 
(USAMS) had a Processing and Produce Inspection facility at 670 Stockton Avenue.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 
*B12.  References:  

Sanborn Map Company, “San Jose, Calif.,” 1891, 
1915, and 1915 revised to 1950; San Jose City 
Directories, 1920s – 1970s; USGS Quadrangles, San 
Jose, (1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara 
County, 1925, 1929; San Jose-Overview, Fairchild 
Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931, 1948. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:    September 27, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The wood frame glass door in the entrance is obscured by metal security bars.  Multi-light metal frame industrial 
sash appear in the north wall of the building. 
 
A wood frame three-car garage is located at the rear (east) of the storefront building at 670 Stockton Avenue 
(Photograph 2).  This simple utilitarian building has a flat parapet roof, stucco siding, and three wood tilt-up 
garage doors.  Each door is paneled with v-groove wood siding and the middle door appears to have once  
included glazing, but is now covered with plain plywood. 
 
A large steel frame warehouse (690A Stockton Avenue) consisting of two end-to-end gabled elements of slightly 
different heights is located east of the garage, and extends to the back (east) side of the parcel (Photograph 3).  
Corrugated metal panels cover the walls and roof of this building, which houses shop and office space.  The three 
shop bays are accessed via metal roll-up doors in the north wall, as well as flush metal personnel doors located in 
the north and west sides of the building.  Windows in the west, north, and east sides consist of multi-light 
industrial metal sash with awning type openings. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The directory also lists the address 686 Stockton Avenue as vacant, a listing that suggests that there was an 
additional building on the parcel at that time.  In any case, within a few years, the USAMS shared the site with 
“McWhorter-Young Warehousing” at 686 Stockton Avenue, presumably located in the metal frame warehouse to 
the rear.  The USAMS did not remain long at this site (670 Stockton was listed vacant in 1969), and a body shop 
took over the warehouse in the 1960s.  The warehouse has served as offices and shops for a general contractor and 
designer since the 1970s, and the storefront building has recently housed an auto parts franchise.  The storefront 
building, garage, and warehouse are simple, utilitarian commercial buildings that do not appear to meet the 
significance criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical 
Resources. 
 
Built in about 1955, the buildings have housed both government services and commercial businesses, but do not 
appear to have any important associations with historical events or trends (Criterion A) and are not known to be 
associated with any important historical person (Criterion B).  These simple, utilitarian buildings are not important 
examples of distinctive architectural style (Criterion C), nor are they likely to yield important information for 
history (Criterion D).  Furthermore, the buildings have been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-
(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources 
Code.  None of the buildings appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines, because of 
lack of historical and architectural significance.  
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Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 2.   Garage, camera facing southeast. 
                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 3.   690A Stockton Avenue, camera facing east. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6    
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 690 (and/or 698) Stockton Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County Santa Clara 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad    San Jose West   Date 1960 photorevised 1981  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address 690 Stockton Avenue   City  San Jose   Zip    95126 
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  259-10-015 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The property at 690 Stockton Avenue (also known as 698 Stockton Ave) consists of two buildings that have 
served for most of their history as a gasoline and oil distribution point.  The small, one-story office building, 
located closest to Stockton Avenue, has a flat parapet roof and rests on a concrete slab foundation.  Its window 
and door openings are covered in plywood panels.  The second building is located east of the office and consists 
of both brick and board-formed concrete construction in a rectangular plan that forms a storage area on the north 
and a garage bay on the south.  Its openings are also covered in plywood panels.  The garage bay is has metal roll-
up doors at the east and west walls, and the storage space is set with both aluminum frame replacement windows 
and older steel frame windows. 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP6) Commercial Building, 1-3 Stories
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
P “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) 

valuation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 

Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
PR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
north, September 19, 2002
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1925, city directories and Sanborn 
maps. 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Southern Pacific Transportation Co. 
65 Cahill Street 
San Jose, CA  95110 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris / Meta Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 19, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive   
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:   Seaside Oil Company
B2.  Common Name:      

B3.  Original Use:     petroleum product sales     B4.  Present Use:    automotive repair 
*B5.  Architectural Style:     Utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca. 1925 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:      
*B8.  Related Features:     
 

B9.  Architect:   unknown   b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
Because of a lack of historical and architectural significance, the buildings at 690-698 Stockton Avenue in San 
Jose do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, nor do they appear to 
be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA. This parcel, adjacent to the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR), 
has been an oil and gasoline distribution site since at least the 1920s.  Prior to the 1920s, the land on which this 
parcel is located was vacant, while much of the land on the southwest side of Stockton Avenue developed with 
single family homes.  By the 1930s, the north side of Stockton Avenue saw gradual industrial development, and 
by the 1950s, the northeast side of Stockton Avenue was wholly devoted to industrial development. The buildings 
at 690-698 Stockton Avenue were associated with the gasoline and/or oil distribution industry for almost fifty 
years.  From at least the mid 1920s, Diamond Gasoline Company, Peninsula Burner & Oil Company, and Seaside 
Oil Company were all listed at 698 Stockton Avenue.  By the early 1930s, only Seaside Oil remained at this 
corner lot, and continued operations through the 1960s.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 
*B12.  References:  

Sanborn Map Company, “San Jose, Calif.,” 1891, 
1915, and 1915 revised to 1950; San Jose City 
Directories, 1920s – 1970s; USGS Quadrangles, San 
Jose, (1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara 
County, 1925, 1929; San Jose-Overview, Fairchild 
Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931, 1948. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Meta Bunse
 

*Date of Evaluation:    September 27, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.)
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
During this period, W. B. Haver (1939) and D. H. Meek (1947) were among those listed as working at the station.  
When G. N. Renn, Inc. was listed at this address in the 1970s, the firm was also described as an “oil producer.”  
The property has not been used as a gasoline or oil distribution center since the 1970s.  The Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company has owned this parcel since 1986.   
 
The buildings historically associated with the Diamond Gasoline Company, Peninsula Burner & Oil Company, 
and Seaside Oil Company do not appear to have important associations with the development of the petroleum 
industry, or with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  The buildings served 
a useful but common role as a distribution point for petroleum products.  None of its inhabitants appear to have 
made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial buildings do not 
embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  The buildings are utilitarian and do not appear to be important 
for their type, period, or method of construction.  Nor do they appear to be the work of a master architect or 
builder, or possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings also have not yielded, nor will likely yield, 
important information for history (Criterion D).  Despite retaining a high degree of integrity, the complex lacks 
historical and architectural significance and therefore does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the 
National Register.   Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of 
the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and 
does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI #       
PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial      

NRHP Status Code 6    
    Other Listings          
    Review Code   Reviewer    Date   

P1.  Other Identifier: Taylor Street Underpass
*P2.  Location: �  Not for Publication � Unrestricted   *a.  County Santa Clara
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Jose West  Date 1961, revised 1980 T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address (no #) W. Taylor Street  City San Jose  Zip 95126
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Bridge #37C-0278 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The Taylor Street Underpass is a ninety-four foot long concrete deck girder bridge resting on concrete abutments 
and two support walls.  In addition to east and west traffic lanes, the underpass also has a central left turn lane.  
The unadorned bridge has a concrete deck with concrete and cyclone fence railings at the roadway, and is 
comprised of steel I-beam stringers visible underneath the deck.  There are open pedestrian walkways on the north 
and south sides of Taylor Street.  A pump house is located on the west side of the underpass.  The pump house is a 
concrete structure with a steel door on its north side and steel louvered windows on the north and west sides.   
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP19) Underpass
*P4.   Resources Present: � Building � Structure � Object � Site � District � Element of District � Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

ccession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
outhwest, September 18, 2002 

P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
 Historic  � Prehistoric  � Both 

940, Division  of Highways 
onstruction Report

P7.  Owner and Address: 

eninsula Corridor Joint Powers 
oard and the City of San Jose 

See Continuation Sheet for addresses) 

P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

heresa Saputo Rogers / Meta Bunse 
RP Historical Consulting Services 
490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
avis, CA  95616 

P9.  Date Recorded: September 18, 2002
P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

  Intensive    
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE  � Location Map � Sketch Map  � Continuation Sheet  � Building, Structure, and Object Record � Archaeological Record  
� District Record  � Linear Feature Record  � Milling Station Record  � Rock Art Record  � Artifact Record  � Photograph Record 

� Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information  
*Required Information 
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DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency     Primary #      
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION     HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD    

B1.  Historic Name:  Polhemus Street Underpass
B2.  Common Name: Taylor Street Underpass 
B3.  Original Use:   railroad underpass    B4.  Present Use:  railroad underpass
*B5.  Architectural Style:  utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Built 1940, remodeled 1963
 
*B7.  Moved?  � No �  Yes  �  Unknown    Date:    Original Location:   
*B8.  Related Features:  Pumphouse
 

B9a. Architect:  Dept of Public Work Bridge Div. / State Highway Engineer Dept.  b.  Builder:  Earl W. Heple, Contractor
*B10.  Significance:  Theme     n/a    Area  n/a    Period of Significance   n/a     Property Type   n/a      Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 

The Taylor Street Underpass is associated with both the popular 1910s-1930s grade separation movement that 
sought to reduce at-grade railroad hazards, as well as the federal government’s program to fund grade separation 
construction.  The structure’s association with these historic contexts, however, does not appear to be important 
under Criterion A.  The underpass is not associated with the lives of significant persons as defined under Criterion 
B, nor does it embody the distinctive engineering or architectural characteristics that would make it eligible under 
Criterion C.  The structure also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history as defined 
by Criterion D.  In addition, modifications made to the structure in 1963 have reduced the structure’s historic 
integrity to its original period of construction.  For these reasons, the Taylor Street Underpass does not appear to 
meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  Furthermore, this structure has been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines.  (See Continuation Sheet.)  
 

B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)  N/A 
 

*B12.  References: Cited report; Caltrain, Track Diagram 
(March 1, 2000); Amtrak West Engineering Services, 
1999 Annual Inspection of Structures; JPB, Bridge 
Book: San Francisco to Lick, (1990); J.E. Burke, 
“Final Construction Report of the Undergrade 
Crossing of a Feeder Highway and the Southern 
Pacific Railroad on Polhemus Street in the City of San 
Jose,” Contract 213GFNC1, November 14, 1940. 
 
B13.  Remarks:  
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Chris McMorris / Theresa Rogers
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 24, 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________  
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial       

                                                

P7.  Owner and Address: 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board 
P.O. Box 3006 
1250 San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos, CA  94070 

City of San Jose 
801 North First Street 
San Jose, CA   95110 
 

 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
As part of  a system-wide modernization efforts during the early to mid-twentieth century, the Southern Pacific 
Railroad (SPRR) upgraded its facilities, bridges, and track capacities along much of its Coast Line route from San 
Francisco to Gilroy.  During the 1910s and 1920s, increased automobile traffic and train service on and around 
SPRR’s main line through downtown San Jose became problematic for both the prospering city and for the 
railroad.  To resolve this issue, the SPRR constructed a new main line that bypassed downtown San Jose and 
included a new terminal at Cahill Street.  Begun in 1928, SPRR completed the bypass in 1935.  Construction of 
the bypass grade separations was influenced by the grade separation movement that thrived from the 1910s 
through the 1930s as motor vehicle traffic increased, causing an alarming number of accidents at railroad 
crossings.  Taylor Street, then called Polhemus Street, was located on the new route.  From the College Park 
Station, the new bypass followed the then existing Santa Cruz line to San Carlos Street and then ran along a new 
right-of-way across the city to Lick, where it met with the original main line.1   
 
The City of San Jose initiated efforts to construct an underpass at Polhemus Street (now Taylor Street) as early as 
1924, but it was not constructed until 1940.  Named for one of the founders of the San Francisco and San Jose 
Railroad Company, Polhemus Street served as one of the only major cross-town arterials in San Jose that joined 
El Camino Real and the Bayshore Highway.  At this location just north of the San Jose rail yard, Polhemus Street 
crossed nine railroad tracks on which an estimated 80 plus passenger trains crossed each day.  More than half of 
the trains operated during peak hours, making the crossing dangerous and delays frequent for vehicular traffic. 
The situation was further aggravated by trains blocking the crossing while sorting and switching freight railcars.  
By 1927 San Jose city officials and the SPRR actively cooperated in plans to build an underpass.  During the 
Depression, however, the city’s plans for a grade separation were apparently dropped until the federal government 
provided funding.2
 
Earl W. Heple, Contractor, and the SPRR, under direction of the California Department of Public Works, 
constructed the Polhemus Street Underpass between January and November 1940.  Department of Public Works 
Bridge Engineer F.W. Panhorst and Assistant State Highway Engineer G.T. McCoy signed the plans for this 
underpass.  Associate Bridge Engineer J.E. Burke carried out the plans with assistance from H.B. Taylor, George 
A. Babb, and A.E. Rhoades.  During construction, SPRR built the falsework, drove foundation piles,  installed the 
structural steel, rearranged the signal and telegraph lines, and moved a water main.  Two of the nine tracks were 

 
1 J.G. Hunter and Steward Mitchell, “Report of the Grade Crossing Situation of Public Streets, Roads and Highways with Steam and 
Electric Interurban Railroads in the State of California,” State of California Railroad Commission and Department of Public Works 
Division of Highways, Pursuant to Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 23, Chapter 45, Laws of 1931, December 1, 1932,100. 
2 J. E. Burke, “San Jose Subway Eliminates 9-Track Railroad Grade Crossing,” California Highways and Public Works (November 
1940): 20; J.E. Burke, “Final Construction Report of the Undergrade Crossing of a Feeder Highway and the Southern Pacific Railroad on 
Polhemus Street in the City of San Jose,” Contract 214GFNC1, November 14, 1940, 1-2. 



 
 
 
 
Page 4  of  5      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #13-44 
*Recorded by Chris McMorris / Meta Bunse   *Date  September 18, 2002  �  Continuation   � Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________  
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial       

                                                

removed, while the other seven were left in operation except during the construction of the temporary timber 
railroad trestle.  Stockton Avenue was lowered approximately two feet at its intersection with Polhemus to 
accommodate the change in grade and traffic islands were built for traffic entering or exiting Stockton Avenue.  In 
the project’s final report to the State Highway Engineer, Burke praised Earl Heple and his superintended Louis P. 
Jones for their work on the project, noting that Heple was experienced in such projects.  Heple had also been 
responsible for construction on the Agnew grade separation on the Bayshore Highway in San Jose and for the 
Wilson Way Separation in Stockton.  While many of the vendors and material sources were local, such as the 
aggregate from A.J. Raisch of San Jose or the form lumber from Cheim Lumber of San Jose, Bethlehem Steel 
from Pennsylvania provided the structural steel used.3   
 
The completed underpass provided a twenty-six foot roadway between the two abutments with four-foot 
sidewalks on each side, as shown in Photograph 2.  The new subway opened to the public, without ceremony, at 
11:30 am on October 19, 1940.  In 1963 the underpass was widened, adding the central lane with its concrete 
support walls and an additional two lanes on the south side (Photograph 1).  The concrete rail along the bridge 
deck was also raised by one foot.4

 
Elizabeth McKee of Caltrans District Four previously evaluated the Taylor Street Underpass in 1991.  Ms. McKee 
evaluated the Taylor Street Underpass with 123 other buildings and structures along the San Francisco Peninsula 
Commuter right-of-way when the Southern Pacific Transportation Company transferred the line to the Peninsula 
Corridor Joint Powers Board.  While McKee found the Taylor Street Underpass in San Jose to be ineligible for the 
National Register, she did not individually describe or evaluate this resource under National Register criteria. In 
the mid-1980s, Caltrans conducted a study regarding the historic significance of local agency and state-owned 
bridges in California.  That survey lists this structure as not eligible for the National Register; however, Caltrans 
specifically instructs historians to verify whether re-evaluation is necessary because some bridges were not yet 
fifty years old at the time.  JRP Historical Consulting Services re-evaluated this structure because it is now more 
than 50 years old. 
 
As stated above, the Taylor Street Underpass is associated with the early twentieth century grade separation 
movement and the Depression-era federal government-funded grade separation construction program.  Although 
these contexts can be considered important within local and state history, the Taylor Street Underpass is not 
significant within those contexts.  The structure also does not appear to be associated with any known historical 
person.  Thus, the structure does not appear to be significant under Criteria A or B.  The structure also does not 
embody distinctive engineering or architectural characteristics and has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history.  The structure’s utilitarian design is relatively common, like other underpasses seen 
throughout the state, and it does not does not appear to be a source of important information about historic 
construction materials technologies, as this type of structure is well documented.  Thus, the structure also does not 
appear to be significant under Criteria C or D.  In addition, SPRR and the Division of Highways modified the 
structure in 1963, severely compromising the structure’s historic integrity.  Therefore, lacking historical and 
engineering / architectural significance as well as historic integrity, the Taylor Street Underpass does not appear to 
meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
3 Burke, “Final Construction Report,” November 14, 1940,4-6, 43-51. 
4 J. E. Burke, “San Jose Subway Eliminates 9-Track Railroad Grade Crossing,” 20-21, 28.   
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Photograph 2.  View of the Polhemus Street (Taylor Street) Underpass after construction in 1940. 
(source:  California Highways and Public Works, November 1940) 
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P1.  Other Identifier: College Park Station
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County     Santa Clara 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date   1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address   Stockton Avenue and Emory Street   City   San Jose    Zip    

d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The College Park Station is located on Stockton Avenue where Emory Street ends at the former Southern Pacific 
Railroad line, now operated by the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board (Caltrain) and the Union Pacific 
Railroad.  The one-story building is surrounded by paving.  Its design is an open shelter with a hipped roof, wood 
posts, beams, and walls, and concrete post bases and floor.  The roof is sheathed with asphalt shingle and has a 
sign along its ridge indicating the station’s name, as well as a sign facing southeast indicating the same.  The 
building’s major posts each have two sets of square notches and there are intermediate posts between what might 
have been window openings.  Wood panels are situated below the former window openings.  (See Continuation 
Sheet.) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP17) Railroad Station 
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #)  Photograph 1, camera 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
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Peninsula Corridor Joint  
Powers Board  
P.O. Box 3006 
1250 San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos, CA  94070
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B1.  Historic Name:    College Park Station 
B2.  Common Name:   College Park Station 
B3.  Original Use:      railroad station        B4.  Present Use:    railroad station  
*B5.  Architectural Style:     Utilitarian with Classical Elements 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Built ca: 1910; alterations 1952/53
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:      
*B8.  Related Features:     
 

B9.  Architect:   unknown    b.  Builder:   unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The College Park Station does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  As discussed below, the building 
is not important within the historic contexts with which it is associated (Criterion A), it is not known to be 
associated with any important historical person (Criterion B), and it does not embody distinctive architectural 
characteristics (Criterion C).  It also has not, nor will likely, yield important information for history (Criterion D).  
Furthermore, this structure has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code.  This historic 
structure does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines.  (See Continuation 
Sheet.) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 
*B12.  References:  

(See B10 footnotes.) 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator:  Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:     September 23, 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The structure is largely open facing northeast toward the railroad tracks and at the entrance facing southeast.  The 
station’s interior has thin wood panels on the ceiling and wood benches on the southwest and northwest sides.  
There are contemporary signs and schedules posted on the outside of the building at the northeast corner and a 
ticket machine on the southeast wall on the interior. 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The College Park Station appears to have been built around 1910.  A footprint of the station, approximately the 
size of the current building, is shown a 1911 map of Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) property and adjacent 
properties.  SPRR also lists “College Park” station on its main line Coast Division profile plan from around 1910.  
The 1915 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map of San Jose shows a similar footprint for the College Park 
Station.  The building does not appear on the 1891 edition of the San Jose Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map, 
and College Park is not listed as a station on 1890s train schedules.  Santa Clara County assessor records do not 
provide a date of construction for this parcel.  It is unclear what the design of the building currently at Stockton 
Avenue and Emory Street was when originally constructed.  SPRR records show that the shelter’s floor was paved 
in 1953, at which time the benches were replaced and two sides of the shelter were enclosed.  The building’s 
current form retains some components similar to other (larger) railroad passenger facilities built on the San 
Francisco peninsula during the early twentieth century.  Its notched columns, hipped roof, and panel exterior walls 
give the largely utilitarian building some Colonial or Classical Revival architectural character.  Both the 
building’s size and architectural style are modest in comparison with other passenger facilities along the SPRR’s 
line between San Francisco and San Jose.  College Park does not have nearly the architectural style, nor is as big, 
as the Millbrae Station, originally built in 1907, or the Atherton Station, originally built in 1913, which is also an 
open shelter design.1
 
The name of the station refers to the College Park area of San Jose, adjacent to the College of the Pacific that was 
located where Bellarmine College Preparatory School is now.  College of the Pacific was established in 1851.  
The institution moved from Santa Clara to its San Jose location in 1871 and remained there until 1924, when it 
moved to its current campus in Stockton.  Bellarmine College Preparatory School also began in 1851 as part of 
Santa Clara College.  In the early 1920s, Santa Clara College divided itself into Santa Clara University and Santa 
Clara Preparatory School.  Santa Clara Preparatory moved on to the former College of the Pacific campus in 1925 
and became Bellarmine the following year.  The station served both the college and the near-by residential areas.  
It is unclear whether SPRR or private real estate interests were responsible for the building’s original 
construction.2
 
                                                 
1 Southern Pacific Railroad, “College Park,” map and profile, Coast Line, November 1, 1911 (California State Archives); Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Company Maps, San Jose, 1891 and 1915; and James K. Gibson, “Case 5234: Improvements to Southern Pacific Company’s 
Peninsula Railroads Stations,” letter report to Warren K. Brown, Southern Pacific Railroad Director of Transportation, August 21, 1953, 
4 (California State Archives).  An example of an 1890 train schedule for this area was published in The Western Railroader, Vol. 16, 
No.6, April 1953, Issue No. 162. 
2 Stephen M. Payne, Santa Clara County: Harvest of Change (Northridge, CA: Windsor Publications, 1987), 147-148; University of the 
Pacific, “History of Pacific,” University of Pacific website: www.uop.edu/pacific.nsf/history?openpage (accessed November 2001); and 
Bellarmine College Preparatory School, “About Bellarmine,” Bellarmine College Preparatory School website: 
www2.bcp.org/about_bell/about_bell.html (accessed November 2001). 

http://www.uop.edu/pacific.nsf/history?openpage
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The College Park Station was constructed during a period in which the SPRR upgraded and improved service 
along the San Francisco Peninsula.  While this modernization began under SPRR founder C.P. Huntington’s 
direction, some very important changes occurred with Edward Henry Harriman at the railroad’s helm.  Prior to 
and after construction of Harriman’s most important modernization project along the peninsula, the Bayshore 
Cutoff, he instituted other improvements along the line between San Francisco and San Jose.  These 
improvements included double tracking between San Jose and San Bruno, the construction of new bridges, and 
installation of other track features.  New stations along the Coast Line reflected the growth of residential areas 
along the Peninsula and indicated growing passenger service that added to the already heavy freight service in this 
area.3
 
While College Park Station is associated with an important period of SPRR’s development during the early 
twentieth century and is associated with both the development of the University of the Pacific and the College 
Park area of San Jose, the building does not appear to be significant within those contexts, and thus, does not 
appear significant under Criterion A.  The building’s size and design indicate that demand for rail passenger 
service was present in this location, but not very strong.  The station is a very simple utilitarian building, reflecting 
the relatively minor importance it held along the rail line between San Jose and San Francisco.  The building is 
not associated with any known historical person and is not significant under Criterion B.  The building does not 
embody distinctive architectural characteristics that would make it eligible under Criterion C, and there is no 
evidence that the building is architecturally similar to or associated with residential buildings in the area.  The 
building also has not, nor will likely, yield important information for history that would make it eligible under 
Criterion D.  In addition, the building has likely lost some of its historic integrity, because of alterations in 1953 
and the introduction of modern elements, though historic photographs show that the building’s overall form has 
remained over time.4  For the reasons stated above, the College Park Station does not appear to meet the criteria 
for listing in the National Register.   

                                                 
3 Donald Hofsommer, “For Territorial Dominion in California and the Pacific Northwest:  Edward H. Harriman and James J. Hill,” 
California History (Spring 1991): 15-19 and 31; John R. Signor, Southern Pacific’s Coast Line (Wilton, California: The Signature Press, 
1994): 32. 
4 A historic photograph of the College Park station, taken in 1947, can be found in: Norman W. Holmes, Prune County Railroading: 
Steel Trails to San Jose (Huntington Beach, CA: Shade Tree Books, 1985), 130. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 905 Stockton Avenue  
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address  905 Stockton Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95110    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number 230-41-003 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
There are three buildings and a group of oil storage tanks on the parcel at 905 Stockton Avenue.  The first 
building, (Photograph 1) located at the northeast corner of the parcel, is topped by a front gable roof with four 
skylights, two on each side.  The building’s walls are clad in raised ridge metal panels.  The north and west sides 
of the building have no openings.  The east gable end of the building is set with a freight door.  Eleven steel tanks 
with steel ladders and catwalks are located on the west side of the parcel (Photograph 1).  The area around this 
building is paved with concrete.  The second building (Photograph 2) is located on the south side of the parcel.  It 
has a side gable roof with two ventilators, no eaves, and six skylights, three on each side.  Its walls are sheathed in 
corrugated metal siding with freight doors on the west and north sides, and no visible openings on the east or 
south sides.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
southwest, March 29, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1948-1951, Aerial Photographs and 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Bay Area Diablo Petroleum Co. 
1001 Galaxy Way Ste 308 
Concord, CA  94520-5735 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: March 29. 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  4       *NRHP Status Code  6                  

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #14-01 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:   
B2.  Common Name:  

B3.  Original Use:   light industrial/warehouse     B4.  Present Use:  light industrial/warehouse
*B5.  Architectural Style:  industrial
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built ca.1948-1951
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 905 Stockton Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel, adjacent to 
the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) and near the Newhall Rail Yards, has been an oil storage/distribution site 
since at least the 1910s, although much of the surrounding land remained rural well into the twentieth century. 
Much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist near the rail line included 
several canneries and processing companies such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, 
which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes.  Through World War 
II, much of the property along the railroad in this area was owned by SPRR, except where municipalities acquired 
railroad property for new streets.  After World War II, more businesses located in this area, utilizing the railroad 
for shipping.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); Santa 
Clara County Property Records; Building Permits, San 
Jose Public Library; USGS Quadrangles, San Jose, 
(1898-1978); Official Maps of Santa Clara County, 
1925, 1929; Santa Clara Station Maps, Santa Clara 
County, 1917 updated to 1927; Survey of University 
Grounds Subdivision, Map Bk. B, pg. 81, Santa Clara 
County Recorder Records; San Jose-Overview, 
Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931, 1948. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The third building (Photograph 3) is located east of the first building along Stockton Avenue.  It has a side gable 
composition shingled roof with unboxed eaves.  Clad in vertical groove wood paneling, the building has 
aluminum sliding windows with wood trim.  On the north side, a front gable two post porch roof shelters the 
entryway, consisting of a concrete stoop and a flush wood door.  This building is an office and could have 
originally been a residence. 
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Although the parcel at 905 Stockton Avenue was part of the University Grounds Subdivision, which was first 
surveyed in 1866 by Santa Clara County Surveyor J. J. Bowen, Santa Clara County Surveyor it was undeveloped 
for several decades.  The Shell Oil Company had an oil storage yard on this parcel by 1915.  At that time, there 
were two buildings and six tanks, which held gasoline, crude and fuel oil, distillate, and kerosene.  By 1951, Shell 
added more tanks, as well as the office and other structures.  It appears that some of the tanks on the property 
today are modern, as the ones noted on the 1951 maps do not appear as large as those now on the site.  Currently, 
the property is owned by Bay Area Diablo Petroleum Company.1
 
The buildings and structures historically associated with the Shell Oil Company at 905 Stockton Avenue do not 
appear to have important associations with the history of the University Grounds Subdivision, or with significant 
events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A).  The complex served a useful but common role as 
a distribution point for petroleum products.  None of its inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions 
to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial buildings do not embody distinctive architectural 
characteristics.  The buildings are utilitarian and do not appear to be important for their type, period, or method of 
construction.  The buildings also do not appear to be the work of a master architect or builder, and do not possess 
high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings also have not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information 
for history (Criterion D).  The buildings have been slightly modified through the installation of replacement 
aluminum sliding windows and the addition of modern skylights.  The tanks appear to have either been 
modernized with ladders and catwalks, or new tanks were put on the property after 1961.  Despite its relatively 
intact historical integrity, the Shell Oil Company complex lacks historical and architectural significance and 
therefore does not appear eligible for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, these buildings have been 
evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the significance criteria as 
outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Division Engineer’s Office, Coast Division, Southern Pacific Company, Station Map, Santa Clara, Rancho Potrero de Santa Clara, 
Santa Clara County, 1917 revised to 1927. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

Photograph 2.  Camera facing southwest, March 29, 2002. 
 

Photograph 3.  Camera facing northwest, March 29, 2002. 
 

n 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 969 Stockton Avenue
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address  969 Stockton Avenue  City San Jose Zip 95110    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  230-41-002 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The warehouse on this parcel is topped by a series of hipped roofs with no eaves.  It is a brick building with a 
concrete header at the top of the wall just under the roofline.  Fenestration consists of multi light metal industrial 
sash on the north side and two small hopper windows on the east and west sides. Awnings have been added over 
windows on the north and west sides.  Along the north side of the building, there are loading docks with 
replacement roll up metal freight doors, as well as concrete stairs leading up to three anodized aluminum glass 
doors.  There are few openings on the east side.  The building has a board form concrete foundation.  A modern 
building is located west of the main building.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

north, March 29, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1945, San Jose City Directory 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Frank & Helen Sumner 
1692 Lakeside Dr. 
Felton, CA  95018-9506
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: March 29. 2002
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    light industrial/warehouse     B4.  Present Use:   light industrial/warehouse
*B5.  Architectural Style:   utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)   Built 1945
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 969 Stockton Avenue does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel is adjacent to 
the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR), in an area that remained rural well into the twentieth century.  In fact, 
much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist near the rail line included 
several canneries and processing companies, such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, 
which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes.  Through World War 
II, much of the property along the railroad in this area was owned by SPRR, except where municipalities acquired 
railroad property for new streets.  After World War II, at the time the warehouse at 969 Stockton Avenue was 
built, more businesses located in this area, utilizing the railroad for shipping.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); Santa Clara 
Station Maps, Santa Clara County, 1917 updated to 
1927; Survey of University Grounds Subdivision, 
Map Bk. B, pg. 81, Santa Clara County Recorder 
Records; San Jose-Overview, Fairchild Aerial 
Surveys, Inc., Los Angeles, 1948.  
 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Although the parcel at 969 Stockton Avenue was part of the University Grounds Subdivision was first surveyed in 
1866 by Santa Clara County Surveyor J. J. Bowen, it was undeveloped for several decades.  The 1915 Sanborn 
map shows a dwelling with a stable on this parcel.  The Mutual Grocery Company appears at 961 Stockton, the 
former address, in the 1945 San Jose City Directory.  Currently, the building, which has the business name Space 
Solution on it, is owned by Frank and Helen Sumner and appears to be vacant. 1   
 
The building at 969 Stockton Avenue does not appear to have important associations with the history of the 
University Grounds Subdivision, the economic development of the San Jose area, or with significant events or 
trends in state or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  This commercial building does not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics.  The building is utilitarian in design and function and does not appear to 
be important for its type, period, and method of construction.  The building also does not appear to be the work of 
a master architect or builder and does not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The building has not yielded, 
nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  The building has been slightly modified 
through the installation of replacement roll up metal freight doors.  Despite its relatively intact historical integrity, 
however, the property at 969 Stockton Avenue lacks historical and architectural significance, and therefore does 
not appear eligible for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, this building has been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these 
guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Division Engineer’s Office, Coast Division, Southern Pacific Company, Station Map, Santa Clara, Rancho Potrero de Santa Clara, 
Santa Clara County, 1917 revised to 1927 and 1931. 



 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  1     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #14-03 
*Recorded by Chris McMorris   *Date  September 19, 2002    Continuation   ⌧ Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 795 Newhall Street (Union Pacific Railroad Yard Office) 
 
*P3a.  Description: 

 
Attached is a copy of the 1999 inventory and evaluation form for the Union Pacific Railroad yard office prepared 
by Ward Hill for the report entitled “Cultural Resources Evaluation Report, Archaeology and Architecture, Union 
Pacific Railroad-Newhall Site General Plan Amendment, City of San Jose, Santa Clara County, California.”  The 
form presented a thorough description and history of this group of buildings.  These building have been field 
checked and their exteriors have not changed since the previous evaluation.   
 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
 
*B10.  Significance: 

 
The previous survey provided an evaluation of these buildings for the California Register of Historical Resources.  
These buildings were not recommended as eligible for the CRHR, and at the time they were not evaluated for their 
historic significance under National Register of Historic Places criteria.  This update was prepared to evaluate 
these resources for the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
The Union Pacific Railroad Yard Office complex does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Constructed in 1925, the Newhall Yards were part of many improvements that the 
Southern Pacific Railroad made as they greatly expanded and improved their facilities in the South Bay.  The yard 
offices do not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends in local, state, or national 
history (Criterion A) and do not appear to be important within the railroad history of the South Bay.  There do not 
appear to be any historically significantly persons associated with this property (Criterion B), nor do the buildings 
appear to yield, or be likely to yield, information important to our history (Criterion D).  Under Criterion C, this 
group of buildings does not appear to be a significant example of a type, period, or method of construction.  Many 
of the original buildings were replaced in the 1960s with the metal office buildings that are now located on the 
site.  As a result, the resource retains very little integrity to its potential period of significance, 1926-1948.  
Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Amanda Blosser  
  JRP Historical Consulting Services 
  1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110 
  Davis, CA  95616 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  Newhall Yard 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c. Address Between Brokaw Road and Newhall Street  City Santa Clara and San Jose   Zip       
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone __;  _________mE/ ________mN  (See Continuation Sheet) 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

It is unclear which Assessor Parcel Numbers encompass the Newhall Yard.  They include: 230-06-009, 230-06-
030, 230-06-041, and 230-22-008, and may include portions of 230-46-035 and 230-46-052. 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

The San Jose Freight Terminal, commonly known as the Newhall Yard, is located southwest of the San Jose 
International Airport and adjacent to the Santa Clara train depot, as shown in Photograph 1.  It is situated on over 
45 acres stretching 0.9 miles from Newhall Street to Brokaw Road and is up to 0.10 of a mile wide.  The yard 
consists of through tracks, spur lines, signals, lighting fixtures, and storage buildings.  It was initially constructed 
between 1926 and 1929 and has since been regularly maintained and upgraded.  Its tracks, rails, and ballast appear 
to have all been replaced over the years, and modern signal lights, light standards, and safety equipment have been 
installed, as shown in Photographs 1 and 2.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   (HP17) Rail Yard
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building ⌧ Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, Camera facing southeast, 
September 20, 2002.
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1926-1929; Historical Outline, Southern 
Pacific Company, 1933. 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Union Pacific Railroad 
1416 Dodge Street 
Omaha, NE 68179 
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: September 20, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name:  Newhall Yard
B2.  Common Name: Newhall Yard
B3.  Original Use:    Rail Yard     B4.  Present Use:  Rail Yard  
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Constructed: 1926-1929; regular maintenance and 
alterations: 1930s to 1990s
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      
 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  Southern  Pacific Railroad
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The Newhall Yard does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register, nor does it appear to be 
eligible as a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  The Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) constructed the 
yard between 1926 and 1929 as a response to increased freight traffic of produce and other goods that surpassed 
the capacity of existing yards located further south in San Jose at that time.   This part of the former SPRR system 
was part of the San Francisco & San Jose Railroad (SF&SJ), which provided the first railroad service from San 
Francisco to San Jose in 1864.  The Central Pacific Railroad built its line connecting San Jose to Sacramento 
during this period as well, and began operations by 1869.  The Central Pacific Railroad and the SF&SJ were both 
acquired by SPRR in 1870.  During the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, SPRR expedited the 
agricultural and population expansion of the region, providing transportation for both products and passengers.  
(See Continuation Sheet). 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
and Santa Clara (1884-1950) USGS Quadrangles, San 
Jose and San Jose West (1898-1978); Aerials (1931 & 
1948), San Jose Public Library, California Room. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P2d. UTM 
 
(Points shown in sketch map) 4. 10 595325E 4133931N 
1. 10 594167E 4134510N 5. 10 595447E 4133713N 
2. 10 594563E 4134419N 6. 10 595041E 4133957N 
3. 10 594888E 4134211N 7. 10 594558E 4134241N 
 
 
P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The yard, as defined for this form, does not include the Santa Clara Station or its platforms (Map Reference #15-
02), the Santa Clara Control Tower (Map Reference # 15-03), the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) Yard Office 
(Map Reference #14-03), the historic rail adjacent to the station, or the two tracks in service next to the station 
used by the Joint Powers Board for Caltrain.  The UPRR did not provide access to the Newhall Yard for 
recordation of this property.  All photographs and observations of this resource were conducted from public 
access points around the facility.  UPRR appears to be the largest user of this facility currently.  Rail traffic moves 
through this yard in either a northwest or southeast direction.  Four tracks enter the rail yard at the west end, as 
shown in Photograph 3, and approximately four tracks exit the yard at the east end.  From either direction, tracks 
split off from the main group, arcing north.  The remaining lines proceed straight, dividing into multiple lines and 
sidings.  The space between the northerly lines and the main yard is used for storage.  The yard also features 
temporary buildings, such as the one shown in Photograph 4.  This small shed is located on the north side of the 
tracks near the end of Newhall Street.  The building, likely built circa 1950, is sheathed in sheet metal.  Its front 
gable roof has no eaves and is covered in raised-ridge metal panels.  A concrete ramp leads to the building’s only 
access, a pair of flush metal doors in the north gable end.  The building rests on a concrete foundation.  Historic 
maps and aerials have shown that tracks and other features have been added and removed, therefore the number of 
those elements varies over time.  
 
 
P7.  Owner and Address (continued): 
 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company (65 Cahill Street, San Jose, California, 95110) appears to have been the 
landholder for what was the SPRR and continues as such for UPRR. 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
SPRR’s initial freight yard in San Jose was established as part of the original SF&SJ line and was located near the 
San Pedro Street passenger station.  The continued growth of freight business in the Santa Clara Valley finally 
forced SPRR to increase its yard capacity, along with upgrading many of its facilities, although the company was 
able to postpone this expense until the 1920s.  Even as passenger ticket revenues waned because of the increased 
popularity of the automobile, income generated by freight service steadily grew throughout the 1920s and 1930s. 
Perishable goods destined for San Jose’s canning factories alone grew 400 percent from 1923 to 1928.   In 1921, 
freight provided 66.9 percent of SPRR’s annual income, reaching 81.2 percent in 1940.  SPRR initially built 9.13 
miles of tracks, adjacent to its main line, for the Newhall Yard at a cost of $400,000 and the yard was formally 
dedicated on November 15, 1927.  It originally contained twelve tracks, each with an eighty-five car capacity.  
The yard included a new interlocking plant system, a new yard office, an employee locker building, track scales, 
and other improvements.  Over time, SPRR expanded the yard to thirty-three tracks.  The Newhall Yard was 
ultimately just one element of a larger SPRR improvement program that included a new interlocking plant, a 
bypass of downtown San Jose, and a new passenger station at Cahill Street.  In the later half of the twentieth 
century, SPRR continued to process freight traffic through the Newhall Yard.  With the closure of the Mission 
Bay maintenance facility in Oakland, a share of minor repairs shifted to the Newhall Yard in the 1980s.  In 1996, 
SPRR was acquired by UPRR, and this company has continued to provide maintenance and operation of the 
Newhall Yard.  It is unclear when various original elements of the yard were demolished or altered.1
 
Components of transportation infrastructure, such as bridges and railroads, are most often found eligible for the 
National Register under either Criterion A, for their role in local or regional history, or Criterion C, relating to 
possible significance in the field of engineering.  Infrastructure structures are infrequently, if ever, found to be 
eligible under Criteria B or D.  Important historic persons associated with such structures are often involved with 
their design, thus making them significant under Criterion C.  The Newhall Yard does not appear to have 
important associations with any historically significant individuals (Criterion B).  Historic structures (and 
buildings) can occasionally be recognized for the important information they yield, or might yield, regarding 
historic construction materials or technologies, thus making them significant under Criterion D.  Most 
infrastructure in California, including the Newhall Yard, can be studied through various written sources and 
documented construction types and usually do not appear to be principal sources of important information in this 
regard.   
 
Under Criterion A, the role of the Newhall Yard in the development of San Jose, Santa Clara. and the SPRR 
system appears to be of limited importance.  Rail yards, like other infrastructure elements, are inherently vital to 
communities because they support and facilitate communication and the distribution of people, goods, and 
services that can encourage development at both the local and regional level.  These common effects of railroad 
construction do not typically provide sufficient justification for importance within the context of community 
development and transportation.  To be eligible for listing in the National Register, rail yards, and other 
infrastructure resources, must be shown to have particular importance directly related to events and trends in 
community development and transportation, with emphasis on a specific demand for such facilities and the cause 

                                                 
1 Erle Heath, Seventy-five Years of Progress: Historical Sketch of the Southern Pacific, (Southern Pacific Bureau of News: 1945), 18, 25; 
and  Don L. Hofsommer, The Southern Pacific, 1901-1985, (Texas A&M University Press: 1986), 126; John R. Signor, Southern 
Pacific’s Coast Line, (Signature Press: 1994), 3 and 84; and Norman W. Holmes, Prune County Railroading: Steel Trails to San Jose, 
(Huntington Beach, CA: Shade Tree Books, 1985), 110. 
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and effects of its construction.  The historic evidence regarding the Newhall Yard does not appear to support its 
eligibility for listing in the National Register under Criterion A.  While the yard had a positive impact on its 
community after construction, it was one of many elements of the community’s transportation system that helped 
develop the area at that time.  It thus does not appear to be important within this context.  Under Criterion C, the 
Newhall Yard would need to be significant for distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of 
construction and/or be significant for its designer(s).  The yard does not constitute an innovative design, nor do 
any innovative construction techniques appear to have been used in its construction.  The yard does not constitute 
a rare structure type within California, and it does not represent a bold or important engineering achievement.  The 
Newhall Yard is one of many examples of rail yards built in Santa Clara County and within the former SPRR 
system in California.  Thus, it does not appear to be significant under Criterion C. 
 
In addition to the property’s lack of historic and architectural significance, the Newhall Yard also lacks historic 
integrity.  While it retains integrity of location, it lacks most of the other six aspects of historic integrity.  The 
property’s historic setting, during the 1920s to the 1940s when fruit processing was at its height in San Jose, is 
largely gone.  With the SPRR’s regular maintenance of the facility, much, if not all, of the property’s original 
materials, design, and workmanship have been affected, and overall the yard retains limited feeling and 
association to its possible historic significance as it is under-utilized by UPRR and altered from its possible period 
of significance. This building does not yield, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).   
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Photographs (continued): 

 
Photograph 2.  Signal lights, camera facing south, September 20, 2002. 

 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

Photograph 3.  Tracks and Santa Clara Control Tower, camera facing 
southwest, September 20, 2002. 
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Photographs (continued): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 4.  Temporary building and trains near south end of Newhall 
Street, camera facing southeast, September 20, 2002. 
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P1.  Other Identifier: 500 Benton Street
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address 500 Benton Street City Santa Clara Zip 95050-4304    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  230-08-061 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
The two buildings at 500 Benton Street, constructed in 1950, consist of a main building and garage that both face 
west.  The main building has a side gable corrugated metal roof.  It is of wood frame construction and clad in 
stucco on the south end.  The entrance has been modernized and includes a front gable wood frame awning.  
Replacement glass doors, one set of metal double doors, and two flush wood double doors are found on the façade 
(west side) of the building. On the north and west sides of the building there are six replacement sliding windows.  
A long lean-to addition is located on the north side.  The second building, (on the right in the photograph below) 
is a metal frame open sided garage topped with a side gable corrugated metal roof.  Three open bays are located 
on the east side and an additional bay on the northern end of the building has been infilled with metal siding.   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP6) 1-3 Story Commercial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, Camera 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

facing 
east, February 22, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1950, County Assessor’s record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Linda J. Arena 
141 Magladry Road 
Hollister, CA 95023-9325 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse, 
JRP Historical Consulting Services,  
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110,  
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: February 21, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-01 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:    commercial      B4.  Present Use:  commercial  
*B5.  Architectural Style:   utilitarian  
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  Built 1950; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 500 Benton Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor do the buildings appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel, on 
the Rancho Potrero De Santa Clara, is across Railroad Avenue from the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) tracks.   
For many years, between the construction of the SPRR in the 1870s and well into the twentieth century, the land 
around the Newhall Yard remained fairly rural.   Much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The 
buildings that did exist near the rail line included several canneries and processing companies, such as Rosenberg 
Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor 
for shipping purposes.  Through World War II, much of the property along the railroad in this area was owned by 
SPRR, except where municipalities acquired railroad property for new streets.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); County Assessor 
records as reported to First American Real Estate 
Solutions online service, 2002; Santa Clara Station 
Maps, Santa Clara County, 1904, 1927, 1931; San 
Jose-Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002    
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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*Recorded by S Hotchkiss/M. Bunse *Date  February 21, 2002  ⌧  Continuation    Update 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
After World War II, more businesses located in this area, utilizing the railroad for shipping.1 The commercial 
buildings at 500 Benton Street were built in 1950.  For decades prior to the construction of these buildings, the 
city of Santa Clara operated domestic water wells in and around this parcel.  The buildings recorded on this form 
were converted by 1974 for retail use.  Since that time, tenants have included A & J Plumbing of Santa Clara and 
Seville Landscaping and Construction. 
 
The buildings at 500 Benton Street do not appear to have important associations with the general economic 
development of the San Jose region or with significant events or trends in local, state, or national history 
(Criterion A).  None of the persons associated with the businesses appear to have made significant contributions to 
local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The simple, utilitarian commercial buildings do not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.  Nor do the buildings appear 
to be the work of a master architect or builder, or possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings also 
have not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).   In addition, the buildings 
have been modified through the modernization of the entryway on the main building, and infilling the bay of the 
garage.  This lack of integrity, in addition to a lack of historical and architectural significance, appears to preclude 
these buildings from listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, these buildings have been evaluated in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 
of the California Public Resources Code, and they do not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in 
these guidelines. 
 

 

                                                 
1 Division Engineer’s Office, Coast Division, Southern Pacific Company, Station Map, Santa Clara, Rancho Potrero de Santa Clara, 
Santa Clara County, 1917 revised to 1927. 
 



                                                                

 
 
Page 1  of  1        Resource Name or #:  Map Reference #15-02
 

Date:  October 2002   
 
 
 
Other Identifier:  Santa Clara Station, Santa Clara, CA 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  230-06-050
 
Description:   
 

This building has been field checked and does not appear to have undergone any alteration that would warrant a 
change in its current National Register listing.    
 

Report Citation:  “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.”
 
Significance: 
 
This building has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places as an individual property.      
 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  5      *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-03 
 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  3s                   
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Santa Clara Control Tower, Maintenance of Way Speeder Shed, and Maintenance of Way 
Section Tool House            
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County Santa Clara
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Jose West   Date 1961, revised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address Benton Street and Railroad Avenue  City Santa Clara   Zip  95050
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number: 230-06-052 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 

 
The Santa Clara Control Tower, Maintenance of Way Speeder Shed, and Maintenance of Way Section Tool 
House are located approximately 500 feet northwest of the National Register-listed Santa Clara railroad depot 
(Map Reference #15-02).  Of these three buildings, only the Santa Clara Control Tower has been previously 
surveyed and evaluated.  Attached are the Architectural Inventory / Evaluation Form prepared by Caltrans District 
4 historian Elizabeth McKee in 1991 and a Historic Resources Inventory form prepared by Lorie Garcia of the 
South Bay Historical Railroad Society in 1993.  Both forms include ample descriptions of the tower.  (See 
Continuation Sheet)   
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP17 (Control Tower)
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera facing 
northwest. 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

Approximately 1904 / 1927;  
Lorie Garcia / Caltrans 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

City of Santa Clara 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
 Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9. Date Recorded: September 19, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

   Intensive   
P5a. Photo of Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”)   “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

⌧ Other (list)  1991 Architectural Inventory / Evaluation Form and 1993 Historic Resources Inventory form 
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 



 
 
 
 
Page 2  of  5        *NRHP Status Code  3s                 

*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-03 
 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name: Santa Clara Control Tower, Santa Clara Interlocking Tower, Maintenance of Way Speeder Shed, 
Maintenance of Way Section Tool House
B2.  Common Name: Santa Clara Control Tower, Santa Clara Interlocking Tower, Maintenance of Way Speeder Shed, 
Maintenance of Way Section Tool House
B3.  Original Use:   Railroad Control Tower / Interlocking Plant and Railroad-related buildings    B4.  Present Use:  Museum
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Utilarian “Harriman Standard” (Control Tower); Utilitarian (Sheds)
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Tower originally constructed approximately 1904.  
Electrical interlock mechanism installed in 1927 or 1928. May have been moved circa 1927.  
 
*B7.  Moved?   No   Yes  ⌧  Unknown    Date:   Original Location:  
*B8.  Related Features:  None
 

B9.  Architect:  Southern Pacific Railroad  b.  Builder:  Southern Pacific Railroad
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   Transportation; Railroads   Area  Santa Clara    Period of Significance    1927-1928    
Property Type   Control Tower     Applicable Criteria  C 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The Santa Clara Control Tower appears to meet the criteria for individual listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The property appears to be significant under Criterion C and retain historic integrity to convey 
that significance. As described on the Primary Form, this property has been previously surveyed and evaluated.  
This form serves to summarize those previous examinations.   
 
(See Continuation Sheet.) 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)   N/A
*B12.  References: Caltrans District 4, “Historic Property 
Survey Report for the Joint Powers Board Acquisition 
of Southern Pacific Right-of-Way San Francisco to 
San Jose Peninsula Commute,” E.A.635001, 
November 1991; Lorie Garcia, “Santa Clara Control 
Tower,” Historic Resources Inventory form, 1993; 
Southern Pacific Company, “Historical Outline,” 
Bureau of News, December 31, 1931; John R. Signor, 
Southern Pacific’s Coast Line, (Wilton, CA: Signature 
Press, 1994). 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Christopher McMorris
 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2002   
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 



 
 
 
 
Page 3  of  5     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-03 
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DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
According to Lorie Garcia, the Santa Clara Tower was likely built in 1904, with the interlock mechanism installed 
in 1928.  Elizabeth McKee dated the building from 1927, but stated that its design is one used during the period 
that the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR), under the leadership of E.H. Harriman, modernized its facilities along 
the Coast Line (now Caltrain) in the early twentieth century.  SPRR’s Bureau of News, Development Department 
mentioned the construction of an extensive freight yard terminal in Santa Clara in 1926 in its 1931 company 
history outline, and noted SPRR historian John Signor mentioned the Santa Clara tower as one of five interlocking 
plants controlling engine and train movements around San Jose in the late 1920s.  (The other towers were at 
College Park Tower, San Jose, West San Jose, and Valbrick, where the Western Pacific Railroad crossed SPRR’s 
main line.)  McKee found that there had been a tower at Santa Clara prior to 1927, but that it had been located 
across the tracks.  It is unclear whether the current tower, in place by 1927 or 1928, was moved (like the Santa 
Clara station itself had been prior to 1885).  Both McKee and Garcia agree that the building’s design is like other 
towers constructed during the period Harriman led SPRR through modernization in the 1900s and 1910s.  
Referring to the building’s design as a “Harriman Standard #4 tower,” both McKee and Garcia emphasized its 
intact architectural qualities.  These qualities remain, and in a personal interview in November 2000, Garcia added 
that the interlocking mechanism is still in working order, although it is not hooked up to actual track controls.  
According to Garcia, the City of Santa Clara purchased the tower from the Joint Powers Board (JPB) in 1993. 
 
The Santa Clara Control Tower appears to be individually significant under National Register Criterion C, at the 
state level, for its distinctive characteristics of type, period, and method of construction.  It does not appear to be 
significant under other National Register criteria. Although the building is associated with Harriman’s 
modernization of the SPRR, it is not individually important within that historic context and thus does not appear 
significant under Criterion A.  It also does not appear to have important associations with historically significant 
persons as defined under Criterion B, and has not, nor will likely, yield important information for prehistory or 
history as defined under Criterion D. 
 
Under Criterion C, the Santa Clara Control Tower illustrates patterns of features common to control towers of its 
period, and individuality of features for its site, both of which exemplify the evolution of control towers during the 
early twentieth century.  This evolution represents SPRR’s important transition to an interlocking system of 
towers to control train movement; a system that has since been supplanted.  The tower is an important specimen of 
its type and period because it is one of the few intact control towers in the state.  Indeed, its rarity has increased 
since the previous evaluations were performed in the 1990s.  The nearby College Park tower, altered in the 1930s, 
has been demolished after damages sustained in a fire.  The building’s intact interlocking mechanism adds to its 
significance.  The building gains its historic significance as an interlocking plant from the late 1920s when SPRR 
again modernized facilities around San Jose, including constructing new rail yard, a new main line to bypass 
downtown San Jose, and a new San Jose station at Cahill Street completed in 1935. 
 
As discussed, both Lorie Garcia and Elizabeth McKee evaluated the tower in the early 1990s.  Although both 
concluded that the building appeared to eligible for listing in the National Register, they differed on how it should 
be listed.  The evolution of decisions and evaluations regarding this building are as follows: 
 

• 1985:  Santa Clara Southern Pacific Depot was listed in the National Register of Historic Places as an 
individual property.  Subsequently, the Office of Historic Preservation listed the property in the 
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DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) historic property data file for Santa Clara 
County as a property that is “separately listed” or “1s.”  The property’s nomination form did not mention 
the control tower. 

 
• 1991:  Caltrans District 4 prepared a Historic Property Survey Report for the (JPB) at the time it was 

preparing to acquire the SPRR right-of-way along the San Francisco to San Jose Peninsula commuter 
corridor.  For that study, Caltrans Architectural Historian Elizabeth McKee evaluated the Santa Clara 
Control Tower and concluded that it appeared to be eligible for listing in the National Register.  On the 
Architectural Inventory / Evaluation Form for the property, McKee expressly stated that the control tower 
was individually eligible and not historically associated with the adjacent Santa Clara depot.  This 
eligibility conclusion does not appear to have been processed through the Office of Historic Preservation 
(OHP) because the CHRIS historic property data file for Santa Clara County does not list this property, 
and the Santa Clara depot continues to be listed as a separately listed (individual) property. 

 
• 1992: JPB and the South Bay Historical Railroad Society (SBHRS) signed a historic preservation 

covenant regarding some of the historic train depots along the former SPRR route between San Francisco 
and San Jose, including the Santa Clara depot.  Within that document, JPB agreed that the Santa Clara 
Control Tower was included within the property and improvements of the Santa Clara depot, thus 
protecting the building under the historic preservation covenant. 

 
• 1993:  Lorie Garcia, of SBHRS, prepared a Historic Resources Inventory form for the Santa Clara 

Control Tower.  Although not expressly argued within the text of the form, its heading indicated that it 
was intended as an addendum to the Santa Clara Railroad depot National Register listing.  Again, this 
form does not appear to have been processed by OHP.  The property is not listed in the CHRIS and the 
Santa Clara Depot is still listed as an individual property. 

 
Upon examination of the Santa Clara Control Tower and its previous evaluations, the building appears to be 
eligible for listing in the National Register as a separate property.  The building is not directly associated with the 
Santa Clara depot, nor do they share the same period of significance.  While the tower is adjacent to the station 
and has added to its setting for most of the twentieth century, the tower is functionally associated with the adjacent 
railyard and the other former control towers around San Jose.  The tower, therefore, is significant in its own right 
and should not be added to the National Register designation for the depot.  For planning and project review 
purposes, the tower will need to be taken into account as part of the larger Santa Clara Depot property because it 
is covered by the historic preservation covenant. 
 
This building also has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, 
using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code.  It appears to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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Photograph (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pho
 
 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

tograph 1.   Santa Clara Control Tower, camera facing southeast, April 25, 2000. 

















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  3    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-04 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier:  1719 Grant Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address  1719 Grant Street  City Santa Clara  Zip 95050-3939
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  224-01-015 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
Two attached buildings are located at 1719 Grant Street.  The older building (right side of Photograph 1) is of 
wood frame construction with a bow truss roof covered in composition shingles.  Two metal ridge ventilators are 
located on the roof ridge.  Corrugated steel siding sheathes the upper portion of the façade (west side) along the 
street and the bottom half is covered in vertical groove wood siding.  The façade is set with aluminum sliding 
windows covered with metal grilling and a flush door at the right.  The top third of the south side of this building 
is clad in corrugated fiberglass and vertical groove wood panels.  Two 8/8 double hung windows are located on 
this side, as well as a door set with a window covered by a metal security grill.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera 
facing east, February 21, 2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1950; date estimated  
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Fred O. Dawson, Jr. 
1401 Newport Avenue 
San Jose, CA  95125-3330
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  February 21, 2002 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-04 

DPR 523B (1/95)                           

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name: Superior Powder Company 
B3.  Original Use:   light industrial/warehouse B4.  Present Use:  light industrial/warehouse
*B5.  Architectural Style:   industrial
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Built ca. 1950; alterations unknown
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The buildings at 1719 Grant Street do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor do they appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel is adjacent to the 
Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  For many years, between the construction of the SPRR in the 1870s and well 
into the twentieth century, the land around what is now known as the Newhall Yard remained fairly rural.  Much 
of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist near the rail line included several 
canneries and processing companies, such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, which took 
advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes.  Through World War II, much of 
the property along the railroad in this area was owned by SPRR, except where municipalities acquired railroad 
property for new streets.  After World War II, more businesses located in this area, utilizing the railroad for 
shipping.   (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); Santa Clara 
Station Maps, Santa Clara County, 1931; San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Los 
Angeles, 1931, 1948.  
 

 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                   *Required Information 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
A sliding freight door is set on the north side.  This building rests on a raised concrete foundation.  Near the rear 
of the building there are metal frame equipment shelters with awnings.   
 
The second, recently constructed non-historic building (left side of Photograph 1) has a front gable roof and 
appears to be a prefabricated metal frame structure.  It has metal fixed storefront windows and is longer than the 
older building, as it extends to the back of the lot.   
 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The area in the vicinity of 1719 Grant Street was not fully developed until after 1930.1  By 1948, the street was 
extended through to the railroad tracks and businesses could be found on the north side of Grant Street, opposite 
the location of the resource.  The wood frame building at 1719 Grant Street was probably built around 1950.  The 
Ellis Lumber Company occupied the site from 1955 until at least 1969 and the Sunnyvale Weatherstrip and Fence 
Company was located in the building by the mid 1970s.  At this time, E. L. and Betty Meritt were the owners.  
Currently, the site is occupied by various automobile related businesses and the Superior Powder Company. 
 
The building at 1719 Grant Street does not appear to have important associations with the history of the 
neighborhood, or with significant events or trends in state or national history (Criterion A).  Nor do any of its 
inhabitants appear to have made significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The 
commercial buildings do not embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  The bow truss roof construction of 
the older building is a common design of the post-war period in California and does not appear to be important for 
its type, period, or method of construction.  The building is not the work of a master architect or builder and does 
not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The building also has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important 
information for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the property has been modified through the addition of metal 
grills on the windows, the installation of various types of replacement sliding windows on the older building, and 
the construction of the modern prefabricated metal frame building immediately to the north.  Lacking integrity as 
well as historical and architectural significance, the building at 1719 Grant Street does not appear to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register.  Furthermore, these buildings have been evaluated in accordance with 
Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California 
Public Resources Code, and do not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Division Engineer’s Office, Coast Division, Southern Pacific Company, Station Map, Santa Clara, Rancho Potrero de Santa Clara, 
Santa Clara County, 1931. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier:  1710-1740 Grant Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980 T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address  1710-1740 Grant Street  City Santa Clara Zip95050-3940   
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

 Assessor Parcel Number:  224-02-020 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The four Quonset steel frame huts at 1710-1740 Grant Street (numbered Units 1, 2, 3, and 4, south to north, for 
the purposes of this form) are clad in corrugated metal.  Most of the roofs have skylights. On the east façade, each 
Quonset hut has a stucco parapet storefront, (Photograph 1) multi-lite industrial steel windows, and sliding 
interior-mounted wood frame doors.  A freight opening is located on both the east and west ends of each of the 
buildings.  An extension at the center connects Units 2 (Photograph 1) and 3 (Photograph 2).  Unit 2 has six-
panel wood doors and smaller multi-light windows.  All the windows have built out lug sills.  The northernmost 
unit (Unit 4) (Photograph 2) has metal bars and a replacement freight door with aluminum frame glass double 
doors.  The southernmost unit (Unit 1) has a rear awning.  Similar fenestration and door openings can be found at 
the rear of this unit. 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, Units 1 and 2, 
camera facing northwest, February 21, 
2002 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1946, County Assessor record 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Bradford Mfg. Co. 
P. O. Box 327 
Santa Clara, CA 95052-0327 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616
*P9.  Date Recorded: February 21, 2002
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 
 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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DPR 523B (1/95)                            

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:     

B3.  Original Use:    light industrial/warehouse     B4.  Present Use:  light industrial/warehouse
*B5.  Architectural Style:  industrial
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Built 1946
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The properties at 1710-1740 Grant Street do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, nor do the buildings appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel is 
adjacent to the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  For many years, between the construction of the SPRR in the 
1870s and well into the twentieth century, the land around what is now known as the Newhall Yard remained 
fairly rural.  Much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist near the rail 
line included several canneries and processing companies, such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving 
Company, which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes.  Through 
World War II, much of the property along the railroad in this area was owned by SPRR, except where 
municipalities acquired railroad property for new streets.  After World War II, more businesses located in this 
area, utilizing the railroad for shipping.   (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1962); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); County Assessor 
records as reported to First American Real Estate 
Solutions online service, 2002; Santa Clara Station 
Maps, Santa Clara County, 1931; San Jose-Overview, 
Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931. 
 
 
 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
                                                                  *Required Information 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The portion of Grant Street in the vicinity of the property treated by this form begins to appear on maps in 1931.1  
Property records indicate that the commercial buildings at 1710-1740 Grant Street were built in 1946.  The Santa 
Clara Manufacturing Company occupied the site from 1945 until 1964 and was probably the business that first 
occupied these Quonset huts, which may have been moved to the parcel after being obtained as military surplus 
after World War II.2  The businesses located there in the early 1960s included a ladder manufacturer, and 
warehouses for ladders, paint, and steel.  
 
The buildings at 1710-1740 Grant Street do not appear to have important associations with the history of the 
University Grounds Subdivision, the general economic development of post-war San Jose, or with significant 
events or trends in state or national history (Criterion A), nor do any of its inhabitants appear to have made 
significant contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial buildings do not 
embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  The buildings are Quonset hut forms and do not appear to be 
important examples of this ubiquitous manufactured building type, many of which were used for commercial 
purposes after World War II.  The buildings are not the work of a master architect or builder and do not possess 
high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings also have not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information 
for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the buildings have been modified through the addition of the stepped 
parapet walls at the Grant Street ends of the buildings, skylights, metal grilling on the windows, and aluminum 
replacement glass double doors.  Thus, not only does the property lack historical and architectural significance, it 
also lacks historic integrity, and therefore does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.    
Furthermore, this property has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and these 
historic properties do not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 Division Engineer’s Office, Coast Division, Southern Pacific Company, Station Map, Santa Clara, Rancho Potrero de Santa Clara, 
Santa Clara County, 1931. 
2 Note:  Thousands of Quonset huts were built in the United States starting in World War II.  Their design was based on the Nissen Bow 
Hut first built by the British military during World War I.  Named for their place of manufacture, the Davisville Construction Battalion 
Center at Quonset Point Naval Air Station, Rhode Island, several companies became involved in manufacture of this building type, 
including Stran Steel and the Anderson Sheet Metal Company.   
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Photographs (continued): 

Pho
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

tograph 2.  Northernmost buildings (Units 3 and 4) at 1710-1740 Grant Street,  

[enter JRP roll:frame] 

 

camera facing southwest, February 21, 2002. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  4    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Map Reference #15-06 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                  
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

 

P1.  Other Identifier: 780 Reed Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

Address  780 Reed Street  City Santa Clara Zip 93950-3943    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  224-02-002 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
This property consists of four buildings arranged from north to south, from Reed Street to the rail yards 
(Photograph 1).  The building directly on Reed Street (Building 1) is a two-story wood frame structure, 
constructed in the 1950s.  The second story is an addition set with sliding aluminum windows.  The first floor has 
horizontal wood siding below the belt course and double hung 1/1 windows, while a concrete addition extends 
from the east side.  The second building (Building 2) is a single story with a hipped roof clad in thick composition 
shingles, featuring narrow boxed eaves.  It is attached to Building 1 (Photograph 1-2).  Building 2, built circa 
1945, has double hung wood frame windows, as well as a replacement flush door and an addition on the north 
side.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, Buildings 1 
and 2, camera facing south, February 
21, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1945, County Assessor’s Records 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Bradford Mfg. Co. 
P. O. Box 327 
Santa Clara, CA  95050-3943 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave, Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  February 21, 2002 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 

B1.  Historic Name:  Panco Cosmetic Man. Inc., Valley Home Bakery, Pacific Redwood Casket Co.
B2.  Common Name: Western Forge and Flange Company
B3.  Original Use:    industrial  B4.  Present Use:  industrial
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Industrial
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Bldgs. 2 & 3-ca. 1945; Bldg 1-ca. 1950s; Bldg. 4-
ca. 1980s.
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The property at 780 Reed Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor do the buildings appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel is adjacent to 
the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  For many years, between the construction of the SPRR in the 1870s and 
well into the twentieth century, the land around what is now known as the Newhall Yard remained fairly rural.  
Much of the land was still in orchards through the 1930s.  The buildings that did exist near the rail line included 
several canneries and processing companies, such as Rosenberg Brothers and Pratt Low Preserving Company, 
which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping purposes.  Through World War 
II, much of the property along the railroad in this area was owned by SPRR, except where municipalities acquired 
railroad property for new streets.  After World War II, more businesses located in this area, utilizing the railroad 
for shipping.   (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
(1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); Santa Clara 
Station Maps, Santa Clara County, 1931; San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931, 1948. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P3a.  Description (continued): 
 
The largest building (Building 3) is of brick construction topped by a hipped roof and was constructed in about 
1945 (Photographs 1, 2,and 3).  The east side is clad in channel rustic siding and corrugated metal panels, and 
features an infilled shipping bay, two exterior mounted sliding wood doors, and a metal awning.  Building 4 
(Photograph 3) appears to be modern, and has a gable metal roof with four ridge ventilators and corrugated metal 
siding.  It has metal sectional roll up doors.   
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
After World War II, more businesses located in this area, still utilizing the railroad for shipping.  Building 2 and 
Building 3 at 780 Reed Street were built by 1945.  The first floor of Building 1 may have been moved to the 
property after World War II and then expanded at a later date.  Panco Cosmetic Manufacturing Incorporated 
occupied Buildings 2 and 3 in 1951.  By 1959, Valley Home Bakery and Pacific Redwood Casket Company were 
at this address.  The Western Forge & Flange Company moved its personnel office and shipping department to 
this building in 1969 from the adjacent parcel and remains there today.  Building 4 appears to have been built in 
the 1980s. 
 
The buildings at 780 Reed Street do not appear to have important associations with significant events or trends in 
local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor do its owners or inhabitants appear to have made significant 
contributions to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The commercial buildings do not embody 
distinctive architectural characteristics, and are a mixture of styles and design that do not appear to be important 
for their type, period, or method of construction.  The buildings do not appear to be the work of a master architect 
or builder and do not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings also have not yielded, nor will likely 
yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the buildings have been modified through the 
installation of sliding aluminum windows, replacement flush doors, and the construction of the modern metal-
sided building (Building 4) at the south end of the parcel.  Thus, not only do the buildings lack historical and 
architectural significance, they also lack historic integrity, and therefore do not appear eligible for listing in the 
National Register.   Furthermore, these buildings have been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-
(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources 
Code, and this historic property does not appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
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Photographs (continued): 

Photograph 2.  Camera facing south, February 21, 2002. 
 

 

P

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

hotograph 3.  Overview of buildings, camera facing east, February 21, 2002. 
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*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
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 Other (list)  __________________  
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P1.  Other Identifier: 880 Reed Street 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County   Santa Clara  
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  San Jose West    Date 1961, photorevised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address  880 Reed Street  City Santa Clara Zip 95050    
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Assessor Parcel Number:  224-02-001 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The Santa Clara City Maintenance Yard at 880 Reed Street consists of three buildings and yard space for vehicles, 
boats, and other stored vehicles and equipment.  One of the buildings, a small office, has a front gable 
composition shingled roof and stucco siding.  Fenestration consists of metal casement windows and aluminum 
sliding replacement windows with wooden lug sills.  A longer, front gable building of wood frame construction is 
attached to the office  (Photograph 1) and has raised ridge panels on the walls and roof, with exposed rafter tails.  
Openings include a five-panel wood door and several 1/1 wood frame windows with metal security bars, and a 
replacement flush wood door.  The third building (Photograph 2) has a front gable roof and corrugated metal 
siding.  Sliding metal panel doors appear along the north side and a stucco lean to has been added on the east side.  
This building is also wood framed, with exposed rafter tails.  
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP8) Industrial Building
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

Photograph 1, camera facing west, 
February 21, 2002
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

ca. 1951; Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

City of Santa Clara 
Santa Clara, CA  95050
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

S. Hotchkiss/M. Bunse 
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave. Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: February 21, 2002 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

Intensive 

mbunse
San Jose East () Milpitas ()
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B1.  Historic Name:     
B2.  Common Name:    

B3.  Original Use:  industrial/warehouse B4.  Present Use:  industrial/warehouse
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Utilitarian
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Built ca. 1951; alterations unknown 
 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:      

 
B9.  Architect:  unknown  b.  Builder:  unknown
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

 
The property at 880 Reed Street does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor does it appear to be a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA.  This parcel is adjacent to the 
Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR).  For many years, between the construction of the SPRR in the 1870s and well 
into the twentieth century, this area remained fairly rural.  Much of the land was still in orchards when the 
Newhall Yard was established in the mid-1920s, and continued to be rural until World War II.  The buildings that 
did exist near the rail line included several canneries and processing companies such as Rosenberg Brothers and 
Pratt Low Preserving Company, which took advantage of the proximity of the transportation corridor for shipping 
purposes.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)     
 

*B12.  References:  Sanborn Map Company, San Jose 
 (1884-1950); City Directories (various years); USGS 
Quadrangles, San Jose, (1898-1978); San Jose-
Overview, Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., 1931, 1948; 
Santa Clara Station Maps, Santa Clara County, 1931. 
 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14.  Evaluator: Meta Bunse/Susan Hotchkiss
 

*Date of Evaluation:  June 2002
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
Through World War II, much of the property along the railroad in this area was owned by SPRR, except where 
municipalities acquired railroad property for new streets.  After World War II, more businesses located in this 
area, still utilizing the railroad for shipping.  The commercial buildings at 880 Reed Street were built by 1951, the 
earliest year Santa Clara City Street Department Yard appeared on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps of 
the area.  The property continues to serve as a city maintenance yard. 
 
The maintenance yard buildings at 880 Reed Street do not appear to have important associations with significant 
events or trends in local, state, or national history (Criterion A), nor did research indicate that the property had 
important associations with any person significant to local, state, or national history (Criterion B).  The 
commercial buildings do not embody distinctive architectural characteristics.  The buildings are utilitarian in 
design and do not appear to be important for their type, period, or method of construction.  The buildings are not 
the work of a master architect or builder, and do not possess high artistic value (Criterion C).  The buildings also 
have not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history (Criterion D).  In addition, the buildings 
have been modified through the installation of metal security bars over the windows, replacement doors, and 
additional sliding metal panel doors, as well as the construction of a stucco lean to on one of the buildings, and the 
lean to addition.  Thus, not only do the buildings lack historical and architectural significance, they also lack 
historic integrity, and therefore do not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register.   
Furthermore, these buildings have been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and the do not 
appear to meet the significance criteria as outlined in these guidelines. 
 

Photographs (continued): 
 
 
 

                                                                                                       *Required Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 2.  Camera facing southeast, February 21, 2002. 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code  6                    
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier: Lafayette Street Underpass 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted   *a.  County Santa Clara
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad San Jose West  Date 1961, revised 1980  T___;  R ___; ___ ¼ of Sec ___;  _____ B.M. 

c.  Address Lafayette Street  City Santa Clara  Zip 95050
d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

Bridge #37C-0129 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
 
The Lafayette Street Underpass consists of a through plate girder measuring seventy-nine feet in length and 
supported by concrete abutments. At street level the abutment walls are incised.  Recessed into the northwest 
abutment is a concrete pump house with concrete stairs leading to a metal entry door. An open pedestrian 
walkway is located on the east side of the road.   
 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  HP19 (Underpass)
*P4.   Resources Present:  Building ⌧ Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  

accession #) Photograph 1, camera 
*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none “Technical Memorandum: Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report, Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor EIS/EIR Alternatives.” 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

facing north, August 23, 2002 
 
P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 

1936, Caltrans Local Agency Bridge 
Inventory 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 

Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers 
Board and City of Santa Clara  
(See Continuation Sheet for 
addresses) 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 

Christopher McMorris / Meta Bunse  
JRP Historical Consulting Services 
1490 Drew Ave., Suite 110 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: August 23, 2002 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 

      Intensive   
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

B1.  Historic Name: Lafayette Street Subway
B2.  Common Name: Lafayette Street Underpass
B3.  Original Use:   railroad underpass    B4.  Present Use:  railroad underpass
*B5.  Architectural Style:  utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations) Built 1936
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:  ________  Original Location: _________
*B8.  Related Features:  Pump house
 

B9. a. Architect:  California Department of Public Works, Bridge Department and State Highway Engineer Department  
b.  Builder:  Barrett & Hilp, Contractors
*B10.  Significance:  Theme   n/a    Area   n/a 
    Period of Significance     n/a    Property Type   n/a     Applicable Criteria  n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 

While the Lafayette Street Underpass is associated with the early to mid-twentieth century grade separation 
movement and the federal government’s grade-crossing elimination / employment program, the underpass is not 
an important structure within those historic contexts (Criterion A) and is not associated with lives of any known 
significant historical persons (Criterion B).  The structure also does not embody distinctive architectural or 
engineering characteristics (Criterion C) and has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for 
history (Criteria D).  Therefore, even though the structure retains historic integrity, the Lafayette Street Underpass 
does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  Furthermore, this 
structure has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the 
criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it does not appear to meet the 
significance criteria as outlined in those guidelines.  (See Continuation Sheet.) 
 

B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)   HP35 (WPA funded project)
*B12.  References: SPRR Bridge Books, Caltrain, Track 
Diagram (March 1, 2000); Amtrak West Engineering 
Services, 1999 Annual Inspection of Structures; JPB, 
Bridge Book: San Francisco to Lick, (1990); E.C. 
Rooney and J.W. Silliman, “Final Construction Report 
of the Lafayette Street Subway,” Contract 
814PGFNC6, February 16, 1937. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 

*B14. Evaluator: Christopher McMorris / Theresa Rogers
 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 23, 2002   
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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P7.  Owner and Address (continued): 
 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board 
P.O. Box 3006 
1250 San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos, CA  94070 

City of Santa Clara 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA   95050 
 

 
 
B10.  Significance (continued): 
 
The Lafayette Street Underpass in Santa Clara is associated with the general grade separation movement that 
emerged in the first half of the twentieth century to alleviate hazards that accompanied the growth of motor 
vehicle traffic in the Bay Area.  More specifically, the structure is associated with the Depression-era federal 
program for funding the construction of grade separations.  Although the public and government officials detected 
the hazardous conditions associated with at-grade railroad crossings by the 1910s, it took many years to address 
what were referred to in 1921 as “some of the worst death traps” in California.  Despite the need and public 
support for grade separations, funding for such projects was limited throughout the 1920s and even more so 
during the Great Depression.  In 1935, in an effort to stimulate employment during the Great Depression, the 
federal government provided grade separation funding with the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act, 
supplemented the initial program in 1938 and 1939 with the Federal Aid Grade Crossings Appropriation, and 
added further appropriations in 1940 and 1941.  Among the over sixty-five grade separations built or upgraded in 
California through federal funding between 1935 and 1941, six of them were located along the Southern Pacific 
Railroad’s (SPRR) Coast Line, including the Lafayette Street Underpass in 1936 and the Taylor Street (formerly 
Polhemus Street) Underpass (Map Reference #13-44) in San Jose in 1940.1
 
Although Lafayette Street was not part of the State Highway system, it connected Legislative Routes 68 and 2 and 
carried enough traffic to warrant a grade separation.  By the 1930s, there were roughly seventy passenger trains 
and fifteen freight trains daily at this location, which was also deemed hazardous because there was very limited 
sight distance from one approach and because of the high speed of trains.  Barrett & Hilp Contractors and SPRR, 
first under Resident Engineer E.C. Rooney’s supervision and then under J.W. Silliman, constructed the Lafayette 
Street Underpass from January to December 1936.  During construction, SPRR built and removed the necessary 
falsework, erected the structural steel, drove the foundation piles, altered the necessary wire lines, performed track 
work, and constructed a temporary highway detour.  Barrett & Hilp used both local and national vendors 
including the Union Paving Company for aggregate and asphalt, Bethlehem Steel for the structural steel, 
California Corrugated Culvert Company, U.S. Pipe Company of San Francisco, and California Pottery from Niles 
for piping, the Enterprise Foundry of San Francisco for cast iron and steel, and West Coast Wood for the treated 
Douglas Fir pilings.2
 

                                                 
1 George T. McCoy, “39 Grade Crossings on California Highways Being Eliminated with $7,500,000 Federal Funds,” California 
Highway and Public Works, October 1935, 1-6; Biennial Report of the California Highway Commission, 1936, 76; and F.W. Panhorst, 
“Sixty-Eight Grade Separation Projects Aggregate $11,000,000,” California Highway and Public Works, May 1939, 11-14. 
2 E.C. Rooney and J.W. Silliman, “Final Construction Report of the Lafayette Street Subway under the Southern Pacific Railroad Tracks 
in the County of Santa Clara on Lafayette Street in the City of Santa Clara,” Contract 814PGFNC6, February 16, 1937. 
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Elizabeth McKee of Caltrans District Four evaluated the Lafayette Street Underpass in 1991 with 123 other 
buildings and structures along the San Francisco Peninsula Commuter right-of-way when the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company transferred the line to the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board.  While McKee found 
the Lafayette Street Underpass in San Jose to be ineligible for the National Register, she did not individually 
describe or evaluate this resource under National Register criteria.  In the mid-1980s, Caltrans conducted a study 
regarding the historic significance of local agency and state-owned bridges in California.  That survey lists this 
structure as not eligible for the National Register; however, Caltrans specifically instructs historians to verify 
whether re-evaluation is necessary because some bridges were not yet fifty years old at the time.  JRP re-evaluated 
this structure based on the wider appreciation of possible historic significance of grade separations that has 
emerged since Caltrans conducted its study of bridges in the mid-1980s. 
 
As stated above, the Lafayette Street Underpass does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register.  The structure is associated with the grade separation movement of the period and the federal 
government’s grade separation funding program.  As described, this program was designed to provide jobs during 
the Depression, as were many federal programs during that period.  While it is possible to view the grade 
separation funding program as historically important, the Lafayette Street Underpass does not appear to be 
significant within that context.  Although both local and state officials recognized the at-grade crossing was 
hazardous, the location was not one of the state’s most dangerous rail and motor vehicle intersections, and 
Lafayette Street played only a secondary role in the Santa Clara / San Jose road system during that period.  Also, 
the Lafayette Street Underpass construction does not appear to have particular importance as an employment-
producing project, and it does not appear to be associated with the life of any known significant historical person.  
Thus, the Lafayette Street Underpass does not appear to be significant under Criteria A or B.  The underpass also 
does not embody distinctive engineering or architectural characteristics that would make it eligible under Criterion 
C, and the structure has not yielded, nor will likely yield, important information for history that would make it 
eligible under Criterion D.  The Lafayette Street Underpass is a utilitarian design similar to others of the same 
period in the region.  The structure does not appear to be a source of important information about historic 
construction materials or technologies, and this type of structure is well documented.  While the underpass retains 
some historic integrity to its period of construction in 1936, it lacks important historical associations and 
architectural/engineering significance. Therefore, the Lafayette Street Underpass does not appear to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register. 
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